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Where Lawlessness
Survives.

The Story ot the Mountain Wolf-pack at Hillsville
and the judge who Braved Them.

By

TMOST within the hadow of the
Capitol dome at Washington, n
court of justice was annililated
on Thursday, March 1, W2, by

the hand of lawlessness. Judze, publie

prosecutor, sheritf, and & juror muldmed

a second juror amd a privl witness

wounded mnto death, the c¢lerk of the

econrt and two bystanders lullet-riddled

—thia jn the comnmonwealth aof V

Ly

where law and order hiad their very
ginni W America.
A night's temin ride from New York

al one is in the country of this fright-
ful erime. But as it bred and nurtuied
lawlessness, so it reared aman nuafraid
to lay down his life that the law mirht
triumph.  This mau’s faith was anchored
in the supremacy of the law. is duty

as AL instrument of the law was an
ideal enshrived n his heart.
A man can do ne more than suffer

deuath for an ideal; his faith ean demand
no greater sacrifice. It Is the transcenil-
ent priee, amd Thornton Lemmon Massle
paid it so tereibly  that  eivilisation
ga~ped in horror.

Tf this erime had been committed at
=ome outpost of the law, the raw con-
ditionag peculiar tg new lands  would
readily  suggest am explanation. But
ane does not expect to find chaos in the
midst of civilisution. Still it exista, hid-
den though it hag been. [t is not on'y
Virginia’s problem, but West Virginia's,
Teunessee’s, Kentucky™s. the Carolinas’,
Geargin’s, he mountain fastnesses of
any of these Ntates contain the elrments
which might produce a similar tragedy.

The same ships that more than 200
vears  aga  brought the forchears of
Thornton Ma=sie across seas to this Jand
brought those from whom sprang his as-
sa=sins, the Allens, and most of the
mountain ¢lans like them. Wealthicr
and better educated aliens pre-empted
the richer lands lLetween the =ea and
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tempestuons spivit af the hill
kept ever alive

They Lated slavery because it was an
mstitittion of those they hated.  Thia
was the big motive that sent <0 many
inta 1 nks of the Iederal

. Their bitterest
¥ ever sinee has lwen the Union for
which they fought, As a source of wav
revenue, o tax that has never been lifted
wits put upon whisky. The mountainecrs
will not pay this tax. They argoe that
if it isn't a erime to make meal out of
their corn, it is not a erime to make
whisky out of the meal. %o much blood
Ias been spent in a bushwhacking war-
fave between revenue oflicers sl moon-
shiners that the lills sigh with the bur-
den of it.

“No good can come out  of  Carroll
Couaty,” las been a phrase in south-
western Virginia for more than a gene
tion. Nearly a huwmilrved s apa Wil
finm Allew, an ox of a man, who fonghi
with hix hairy fists aml cowhile hoots,
started a wolfl hreed which was long to
rule Carroll in terror. ile settled in
Faney Gap, through which the county
tmnbles over the Blue Ridee into North
{'arolina. (riven his own wi peiLce-
able; crossed, a demon, Jerry,

peeple

His son,

futher of the present gencration, was
like him. He, top, fought only with
hands and feet.  There are those in Car-

rall Ceunty who hand on. with pride, the

legend that Williin ml Jerry never
used pistels. Au easy answer that

pistols were not then to Le had for a
song.

Nix-footers as a rule, big-huned. tightly
flanked, dynamic, most of them fair, and
hlue or grey of eye, are the Allens. Jerry
had five sous—Victor, born G0 years ago;
Floyd, three years later; then Jasper,
ecatled Jack: Sidna, eraftiest of the lot;
anid Gurlamd--and a danghter, Alverta.
Keener mentally than their oeighbow
and knowing no law but theiv will, they

A CTYPICAL

Thesss Wil g

the mountain-: only the Wills were fres
these preople. S thex  wrested thee
Landds Tream the Tmdian and the wild
st bl deified the code ol the atmongn.
They hated these whe had taken the
rivh lowlends ou each ~ile of then, 1
thiy hate el a suspieion of all nea
not ot their o They ent themselves
ol from all int = with the world,

Ihen, throngh the yoars, men with o
price in theiv hewds touk to mountains,
iLarhour wiven them, nel becanse

Py aa individuals wskenl it but heenuse
thiy hal struck at the sovial systew of
those whong  the  wountaineer< lited,
Thus wis bat bluod made hotter aenl 1he

VINGINIA MOUNTAIN

TTCY MO,

ite, isualated from civilization, late all who are not of theic klnd,

in herse-swiapping,
springe, umun-lnlnnw_
tiarlagd,  w ho

maaturadly  prospered
note-shaving,
anl i

Flaxd early took the |
Vietar, the
Tiitn. k& e over a

Jack <ot Flovd through the
wal <ot ek ine the middle of
The bullet prassedl aroumt
Tl betweent the sealp amd the
Hin Tast slot gowe, Floyd fell
il Tkt with lis pistol
butt wmtil stremeth failed hine A phy-
~ivivn, sumnn 1 Caroling villae,
=ail Floyd was He bert him 1o

Tl ale

the
skull.

npon

and New Zealand Mail for September 1,

beckon-

il F Im d.

clrc--x Jack’s wennds,
o R wile te his
n]d |||-[_v,"

kil thet yine

frand of a doctor,
Ad g they
at death’s door, his
(PR [ETNEN

W1 at. loat Jid not

de the phy
otlicer< Inirke

v
bLite, tln-

Allens. e with o warrant,
otes went 1o seacely Floyvd ATlen’s harn,
Whene he finished the warrant,
Floyd drawled: = Thet thay paper say<

youve o right to wo in, but it Jout

nathin® “bont you comin® ont aygin, <1ran-
mer.”

There was a seeomls nea<oring  of
sla coaml the ollicer podes o

Vietor, Floyd™ eldest s driving ont

a Joad of mem=hine whi-ky. miel a reve-
e ofliee
“Wlhat yon Ioawded with thac™
the ollicer.
tanhood and wooushine”  retorted
Victor,  There wis an instant of sjilence,
and the olticer went on his way.
Twelve years ago, when Floyd
was - depuly sherilf, [towlett, a
farmer, Killed one of llli' ]l.u'k in acli-
defence,  Wilbnr Morris, a cousin of 1he
Allens, was jailec. They tonk Howlett
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slepity

fitl many
deputy
Erasinsin

cHnly
tax-eollector,

i al-

they were Tater
N i Walte
stchilen deatle unt lon; Merward., wh

I swimming, poisoned (he sting of

feat- The vlan il worshipped him.
was an Allen, yvet not of them, Tor
eileal b Tendd tampht ~ehoud,
tedl m AWa-hi on o aml Lee
ive ami been 1l 10 the
In the aitecmath of the hirter
vampatic, Floyd Allen elaimed i1 hod
sorted o it that Foster, the
1tor, e said that the whole
Alen brooll onght 1o be Killnl, Foster
denied it
et prove i1,7 =aid Flaad, = bt if
I eould, 151 blow yony brains sut where
yon stand.”
Pulities with the Allens me ant T-i-
ness as well as power. ek Allen™s pri

con=table wis np]srv--'il'lg
to those who were (debtors to Dis lkro-
thers. Sidna Allen porchasel store stip-
pies o distant cities, intenling to de-

cipal duty as
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Where

his cell, where he was awaiting
al, and shot owt his life in the Rills-
ville juilyvard.

“An net of parlies nnknown,”
coroner’s jury’s verdiet.

flnnl

Wilg i

The Allens’ Vengeance.

A North Caroling policenian arrested
Fload for fighting in  the streets  of
AMount Airy. Fleyd was Huwl 25 dolla
Shortly afterward, Floyd eanght the
cer i Faney Cap, Leat Bime e the §
stretebed him on the seat of his own
brgesy, aml started the horse at a -v.lllnp
down the mountain. A montly
ward the policeman shot Allen.
pistol, slang across his <t. stopped
the bultet, Ao Allen drew,
of the shattercd weapon fell ent,
npon Allen tnened and Med.

Four years later a Bunkanl
nunmed Easter dared featify
an illicit whi-ky
a week aowall in the
him from his bed 4o the ol
l]l tnhl th\‘ n chey that a

fodder ol

Ttis

Tirea

the ey lider
whaere-

[ TN
night

Allen Tollower in
Within
Vronght

ropemnd
kel

For Tiis Tiorse,
the door, a volley of pl-xtn'l
threugh tl monm i ilTness,
hullets sped throngh his Doy,

water

it <t

There

wis a thunder of ool ax the ECHI
e} theough {he thicket.

“ A Allen never goes te il This
wiei the creed of the pack. Terror

helped them sustain i,

S0 il polities.
A Jury fined Floyd J

Allen 16 dalla

awd senteneced him toan hone's imprison-
e gave Iail and ap-
he went 1o
on the

as=ault,
s Pendings t]n .|||lul]
Timond with Liwyers,
representalion that the joey
the gail =entence ander a
sion thal it nndatory,
pardmmed Qime the o

ment for

¢ 1T Coumty, poersistently
ots, i<t Bepaid ohl At
ey ta de-
Allenn iend

I gy, als

Lhouwgh tleemselves  epmblisans,
As the p t of the most inflitenee
wmd fevyur tedd, they votmd e
publivan ticket or threw heir strengdh

to Une Democrats, Thus they came to

HILLSYILLE, VIRGINIA,

a eourt of juxtles was annihilateld by o bamd of Inwless mnuntainecres,

frand. e liwmited the purehase priee in
vach instanee so that the jurssidiction of
the debt remained in g pearce justice’s
court. 1 wan easier to clect & justive of
the peace thin trust himself to o joey
m the higher courts. Morchanix whe
siedd him we s beaten,
ast New ¥ oSblma had o Dnsiness
ool {l)tNln nlnll.ns He hud heen a
ster, Thee  post-oilive of Sl
Wi, is named artter lam. “Thr

vitiex When the Gievernment
he persmulid his aceompli
o Dinkins, te osw
o pay Dinkin's
dolfar a qday all il time le v 7
Ite pail 1he dolar

—it long term. for
ouly two monthis, Ioorevenge (oe hix
treachery, Hnkins confeased. Adlen was

v oaml sentenem

honr, 1o gave
4t i the moment of
anvther wis avant-

ronyicled of perj
Lwo years at hard

Sl jeined e l\'ﬁnml\kv mish, e
Tel Ao e amhitinm

tor own U finest h e bl
it. It boened iy -terions<ly. amt bronght
WO sdollars insurines. He o b

o thas time s ~ovt of bneralow, with

vners—LUhimach
LS IS ive
I e reprodimerd
Tesa Hian
aaml Wesley
Alleny broke up
neet whivh 1hwir
li ’

mean 1o preach

most of the modern cony
of roama

this "n '
o the hill cenntry, .
moany

town f

porevival

. depry <herills. who el
boasted when e owas appinted (hat ne
\Il--n venthl “rom™ him. wq the mert-

His Loa=t wiaes ehadlengd, With

v emiTed ol vapedl,

tarwand Jhils-
At il near
= the wix It

toof IFlexd,

likw ald

¥
Floxid

eonivemted him.
werd hime From 1he bugey, and e

ty drew o pistol. Allen anshadd
o e Tesnd with e sweapos and

the  prisomers. When Samuels



