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A Remarkable Ceremoany.

Az the Val de 1lerenz, near Sion, in
the Rhone Valley, Switzetland, a very
ancient and, truth to tell, someowimt
Parbarious cercmony  has  just  taken
place —the choosing of a4 Queen Cow by
the cows themselves, on the high Al-
pine pastnres, 4o which they gencraliy
zo about the firat week in July. Twa
hundred and {hirky cows were assembled
on the baltlefeld to vhaose their gueen
—in other words, to find out which of
them was atrang ennngh te fight alt the
other cows off the pasture, and remain
in posseskion of it herself. The points
of their horns had besn carefilly taken
off beforehand Ly their owners, who are
not naw allowed either to #gn their cows
on {0 fizht or 4o prevent them from
fighling. The reasxon for these regula-
tians in thal the honour of owning a
Queen Cow is 0 keenly coveted by the
loeal herdsmen that they wouwld do ai-
most auytling in arder to possess it
some of these herdsmen, indeed, in their
anxiety for their cow to distinguiah her-
sclf, wilt even feed her for a week or a
forinighl befovelind on bread and wine.
The cona themaelves ave descended fiom
a cambative hreed (that of the Val
dHerensg, Piglding 35 i their very
Hood, and ofteft the herdsmen have te
leep the peace between them during the
aummer months, Hefore the cows were
led@ up to the szcene of the latile, which,
was carefnlly marked out on an Alpine
pasture, the cure of the neighbouring
village af Vex salemuiy bteswed the pas
ture and ~priakled the cattle with Ly
waler, The fight for the honear of
Leing Queen of the Alpen weat on for
most af a day, and crowds of herdamen
and peasantry, and even some tnuwrisis,
watched it. The queen cow for 1912 js
a rather eamall unimal, very sbrongiy
planled ou her haofs, and with a thick
neck and A very broad chest. She roat
her owner £330, bt new her price s
alove rubics,

THE GAME OF BRIDGE.

THI? CALT ¥FOR TRUMDPR.

It does not scem waund {o mainlath

Cthat, dweavse al Bridge a player has

e priviteze of doubligg, therefore it is
wnneves<ary to afford him any fueilitics
fur ealling for trumps,

The privitege of doulling Iins to be ex-
ercised hefore any card has been seen;
hesydes  which, oue mny net care to
doulble the valie of the suit declared.
Then, agnin, when one Joubles, ane may
Be vedoubled, which may e the last
thing one wishes €a happen.  Lasily, ohe
very often holds a il which Lhowugh
it ix il Klrang enoeesh 1o double wille,
muny possibly, afler 1he lead, amd afier
one s seen the pxposed hand, achisve
execlient resnlts if a trnmp awera led.
Tlwrefore, so long as players are wup-
plicd with & means of enlling for trumpm,
which dues npot clpxh witly the call for
a reff. it must be an improvement.

Advanced piayers in Sydney and Mel-
Tomirpe are alwiys glad to welcone any
developnienta that may tend to add to
the churin of an inlellectual game, pro-
vidod that these strengblien their general
avasp; amd (he more conventions that
can be juiroduced, with & view Lo an-
wisling the Dridge player in nome mea-
sure Lo equaline the advaningen poa-
keaned by ihe dealer. cannot hut sncesed
in meeling wilh appraval.

Thia being uudispmled, & system lhan
been devised, and givea s, [air trial,

which eneltes a player to call for trompe
in positions where such a course appears
desirable.

A number of players in London, Syd-
ney, and Mclbonrng have adopted th

plan  {which, without interiering with -

1l primary signification of the mll, per-
mits of an exiension of it) for com-
enunicating te one's parlner the infor-
mation ttat a trump lead ia decrmed
desirable. This plan has already paased
oul of the experimentsl stage, and ie
recommended whenever the otcasion for
its mse may arive. .

There are three ways in which &
player may call for trumps; —

{1) By playing to the fivat and serond
rounds of a ‘suit led hy ane’a parttuer
ligher cards Lhan on the third.

{2) By playing a higher card to the
first round. and a fower to the second,
of a auit led by 1lhe dealer’s side.

{3) By discarding a higher, and then
a lower card, to twe winning carda led
by one's purtner. when umble to fullow
suil.

The working of theae methods can beat
be illnstrated hv an exampin, a3 given
by “Hellespont™ in “Bridge”;—

o

> O

A deals aml Jeaves it; B declares
wpaden; Y lewds. 1he king and gueen
of dinmomla; % playr the sax and seven.
N next lewds the i of hra plays
the four, A wins a leads & amall elalg
Z wins it, and returns the five of hearta,
Y wins with {he knave, and centinues
avitle the yuren, to which 7 plays the
three of hearts, aud completes hin eall
for trumpr, Y lewds a Lrump, and YZ
muke e vemmining tricka. The swama
resnlt wonlid be achioved if £ doulided;
bul his hand is hardly sirong euough
to doulls on .
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Dangers of Celluloid.

EASILY IGNITED MATERIAL

We have had many lessons in the 04
Country during the past tem or fifteem
years of Lhe dangers attaching to tha
use of celluloid in mrny branches of in-
dustry, and scores of illustrations of the
dangern aitaching to the use of ceHutoid
by way of personal adernment. On
Tneaday  evening last Losdon  whs
shocked by another fatal fire which, o
far ag can be ascertained, was directiy
traceable to the acridenial ignition of
celluloid through = picee of red-hot seal-
ing-wax., The result wan that eight
young women and girls tost their lives,
and it was only = tnppy combination of
circumstances that prevented the fire de-
veloping into a devastating holocaust
and claiming victins by the ucore.

The scene of The cutbreak was the
premises of Meapra Angus Thomaa rnd
0., Christmas-card publizhers, who oc-
cupy the mixth floor of a large block of
buildings in Meor [Lane, in {he very
leart of what the London Fire Brigade
and the insurance companies know as
the “danger zone” of the City.

Menars Thomaa's premises—iwo rooma
ocenpying about 2,200 square f"ut-fwcra
used for a procesa known as “aero-
graphy,” which may be deacribed as tink-
ing and powdering cards by means of
an air-brush.  Cellulnid and methyinted
mpirita (3 combination that woull TR
joice ihe heart of a Yankee “fire-lug™)
ara used in some of the processen T
was in the frout room that the fire orijg-
nated. The actual caunse must remain
more or lesa a roysiery, hut, so far &3
can be gathered. the outbreak seeins ta
have been the result of dropping some
hiob mealing-wax on celluloid, which ot
once burst into flames. Thowe at work
ia -the front ronm ran io the staircase
and escaped. Those in the hack room,
however, eould not get to the staircass
in time, the flames having spread with
preat rapidity. Indeed, the five scema
1o have been at frst more like an ex-
plosion.  Finding Eheir rseape cut off,
the pirla in the back ropm hecame panc-
stricken, returning to their hwn Taom
and going o the window, which peemad
to offer ihe only hope. Here they
waited and screamed.  The elothes of
most of Lhem were on fite. Some efforta
wore made by thnse in roams in an op-
posite building io help Lhem. A plank
was pul across, and two of the piria
pafely escaped by (his means, while o
third losk her merve and fell into tho
vard below. Others junped a dislance
of 70ft, some heing killed, and those
who were not killed outright being ter-
ribly injured. Une oirl went throngh a
glnas skylight coverad with wire netting,
and dropped on to a desk in the rosm
betow. 8he was in flames when she
jumpeid, but going {hrough the sk ntht
not only broke her fall but extinguislied
ihe flames, apd when the fitomen hroke
jnto the room where she was they found

. her walking about, badly burned  and

hali-demented with pain and horror, and
erying  © Horriblet Horritkiel”  Olhera
rlimbed on to ihe roof. and five woera
found burnt to death thern when ihe
firemen arrived, which was wilhin sevenr
minntra of the alarm b=ing given. They
were in time to pievent the fire spread-
ing, and in less tham lm'li—nn—hm!r from
1lx alarm afl danger of ap extrusion was
over, hut Ehe engines conlinusd to play
on the guited sixth flosr for snma time
after, 10 make assnrance doully Aure,
for in the building itseli anid in the sur-
rounding  warchonses were tons upon
tona of stuff of m highly inttarmmable na-
ture.

The black in which fiie oulbreak oe-"
curred - in encompawsed by  narrow
ihoroughfitres, in alt of which are
equally high buildings where trades se-
quiring the stornge and handling  of
more or Jesa inflammable goovds are car-
rieel on.  Fire in any part of {his busy
rentre. of course, imperila the houses in
the immedinte vicinity, and on Tucsday
evening the danger was all the greater
Lecaunwe the tlames broke ont at a tima
when the narrow aireets are nsuully full
from end to end with vana loading with
nll kinda of merchandise  for  dvspaick
by rtail. Happily. the vane were fewer
thaw wamad, and the brigade got through
the presa of teaflic ia welluigh record
time, Their apesily appearance nnidoubi-
edly averted s tremendonn destruction
of properiy, and prabably a greatly-om-
hanced dvadh-roll; bt awift as  Lhey
were, they might have fuiled but for the
fact thal thore was po wind £6 earry the
first ticrea hiasts of  fiane =erogs
narrow straeia




