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The Week

in Review.

. Gold and FPrices.
OR wosi people the value of a
sovereign is  twenty . shillinga.
But this [raves wundetermined
the further guestion as to what
is the value of iwenty shillings. Gold
rises or fulls in valua the same- a8
evervthing else. Tlhis fact was empha-
pised by the (ost of Living Commission
Now that gotd 1a plentiful. prices are
high; when gold was weare prices were
low. To a very lurze exteat the wvalue
of any article depernds on ifs scarcity.
¥or 300 years the anneal preduetion of
gold averaged #£1.600,000, and from-1%M
to 1340t the averuge was considerably
under £2500000. Then came the great
discoveries of gold in Awecics and Ave-
tralia, and by the middle of lart centary
the annual output of gold had risen
to £27.080000, Then came & fall ag the
alluvial firlds began to be weorked out,
and by 1886 the annual production:was
xmder | £ 20,000 GO0 Then  came - the
Rand discoveries, and by 188§ {he output
waa double what it had beea ten years
earlier, To-dny 4the output s double
what it was in 1304, and fifty times
what it wid lhiee centuries sgo. Ta

be exact, it is a little over X£84,000,000
et}

per annum. .
. K K

Curreocy and Prasperlty.
When golil is scarce prices §170.
is to say. the sovereign Dbeing
is worth more in the shape of wheak,
fnodatufls. und ether necessaries of lite.
When gold is plentiful, it s worth less
i the nhope of goodd Mo, a sovereign
will buy less goods and prices rise, Thas
has z bearing en natiosal detits. Duc-
ing the laai twenty years the price
of all Govermmoent soc ws s falten.
Consola  have fallem 24 . points, and
Trench, German, amd Italinm secariiies
lave fellm from 10 fa 13 poiwnts.  Fhe
debenture stocks of the hext Eunplish
railways show a similar decline. This
is largely due to the fart that the
money pail as- interest  wifl - purclase
less than it would twenlty wears ago.
Tt takes £3 7/ now to purchass what
rould have heen bought for £2 10/ Lhen.
In the ease of our own debt we are
the gainers. (hr goels felch more gald,
while the amount we have to pay in gald
and interest remains finel. It takes teas
produce to mect our public labilities.
TThus, if high iros fnerease the eosi
i v ol enabile we to gel morn
for onr goaiks. and we bhave o w=rd away
lesa of our produce to. pay our debts,

S N
Northern Railways.
During  the conference om  railway

affaira held at W

igarel. the question
of linking up Wt

ngarei with the Narth
Aucklund Main Trook line was fully dis-
cusged. The  Whangarei Chawber of
Commercr favoured the vonstrisction of
a short connceting lme beiween Kiare.
roa and the Main Trunk. At first the
Kaipara represeniatives were inclined to
Tegard this proposal with disfavour, but
after the ttetr had e discussed in
Al its bearings the andcome wax the
onws adodinn of & series of resolu-
i tle Coveramend 4o push
on the Aauin Trank line te Kaikohe
with all speed, und ot the same time
ta eannsct the weslern district by a
short link line with the 08 milen of the
Whangarei syatem, which now mimisters
to the meeds of the Fiat (lonst. When
the werk ia comploted the whale of the
peninauls will he braught directly into
touch with Auckland,. amd aotijament

will proceed apace. At present T ovppe
expanses of splendid country &:
tirely untouched, and the opening up
of this eountry will ndd inaterially to
the prosperity of the whole Dominion.

ot

Egypt and Torkey.

Italian papers report that uegotiations
are proceeding to transform Egvpt iuto
a kinglom under a British protectorate
on the termination of the Nalina-Turkish
war. Tn the eveni of the change being
made it is suggested that Turkey would
receive. an  imdepmity of £ LAR0L000,
Erypt is only nomiually a part of the
Tuarkisk Fmpive. and Englund acts as
-guardien and protector.  The fact that
‘the suggestion for tle forwing of an
‘Egyptian kingdom ewanates from Italy
mwans that the Tealians would e glad to
a0 England permanently retain her para-
-motint, standing in Egypt so long a4 sie
yaises RO objection to Ttaly™ anuexation
‘of Tripoli. If Exmvpt is formed into a
‘kingdom it mav be a step towards the
collupse of the Turkish Finpire, At pres-
“ent Turker is threatened hy Servia, Bul-
paria, Crevee, and Montenegpro, s wetl as
by dtalv.  Her one hope lies in the
jealousy of the diferent Balkan States,
aad in the fact that it is to the interest
of all the Powers to prevenf way as long
‘ag possibile.  For these reasony it may
well be that the inevitable Balkan ox-
plosion will be delayed for several yuears
to come. But it sevms cevtain that the
Furkish Fwpite must eventualls o dawn
Lefore the furces opposed fo it

o =5

Varieties of Foothall

" None of the different Kinds of fuotball
as played at the preseng day are o ex-
citing as the games plaved at the hegim-
ning of laat eeutury. At that time vil-
lage played againat village. Tt all the
able-bodied  intumbitants of ihe  rival
places took part in ke gawe-  fn many
Cvodntiea these cinttests wore snasl @
fairs, and the fuveurite day for =
games. was Rhrove Tucwl Farly in
the anarming the eowbatants assewmbled
at a place mdwity betwden the two vil-
lagea, After the kick-off the players en-
deavoured Lo kick or carry the ball to-
cwards their opponents’ goal. which was
generally the village churehyard, or some
.odher well-known landmark.  The guals
were gften wites aparct, amd the field of
-play offered many aturnl obstructions,
anch  aa ledges. houks,  wod ditehes,
Wolnen seem to have played as well ns
men in some plices. for we reasd of a
wontest ab Invervess betwaeu the married
and wamarried woien-af the place. One
of thoe most famows of these eacly
mataiier ook place on Decemmber 5, 1815,
hetsween Lie of Yarrow and the men
of Relkick. e ateh wus mewornblie
. from the Fact thal Al famows novelist,
Sir Walter Seutt, wha was they county
slreriff, tnok wpon himeelf the Teaderahip
of the wen of Selkirl,  Ln speakirg of
the matel &re said: “The appea
tha varima parties warching fvom (1
different glens to the place of rendvzvous,
with pipes playing and lowl Eainn-
thone, curvied hack the roldesl fmagina-
tion {0 the old tinkes, when the fureslers
asaemhled with s lesn pecenble purposs
of iavading F 1 : ar. defend-
ing their own” 1L wmrtianes ippened
that tie prouls were & uile wod a-half
apard, md the playern on cach side pue-
© bered meee tlum & thousand.  Wilh sn
- many pl._vern the games gencrally emded
Lim s from Bght. Ta 1897 tie babitants
of Dorking crddenvonved 4o revive the old
atyle of ploy, but such a tumultous weue

o

occurged that the Surrey {ounty Council
had lo send & bunidred policemen to quell
the distarbances. Mudera foelball would
have svembed very fame lo Lhese old
players. - -
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.The New Labonr Party.

Mr. Fowlde has accepted the presidency
of the United Lulwur pariy, aud in the

.course of his presidentinl specch he re-

ferred to the prowperis of Lke party in
New Zratand.: ile explamed that while
he was fully sensible of the honour done
him in electing him to the office.of presi-
deut, ke had been chicfly mfluenced in
acecplting the post, mol. by Lthe personal
honomr, but hy the hope thai e might
bhe of nse to & party which was rapidly
becoming the most potenat paoliticul fae-
tor in 1He rountry. iu speuking of the
Liberal party, he xaid ibat it was dead
and gone beyvond redemption, and it
would in a8 very shorl iime didnlegrate
inte it natural elemenis. Jle thought
ike Consersative clement would join the
Conservatives, while ike Radieal element
would support the Tinited Labour parby.
He nrged active srgavisation nnd con-
certed actinn, and predicted viedery for
the party at the naxt generd eloction.

CEN

The Civil Service,

The repert of the Mnblic Servive (om-
miisstan commty fuvontably on the high
type. both as regarda character and
ahilily, of the deparimentrl heads and
those holding respoaxible positions in
Fhe Nervice: The report goes oa toastate
that there is n tendency fur each dopart-
ment to magnify nnd plorify itself, and
Fo run il« xilairs as a distiuct and.kepa-
rte concern, insleml of lnoking upon
itsebl na a brnneh of one farge. Luginess,
A nnmbher of €he vonoger men are kept

voear aller yvear al the onir elass of work

Lead of betug pab through us wany
dilferent. kinds of work as poasible, so0
Lhatl they muy betome capable all-roond
men: CMany lemporary bauds had been
nade permancent membera af the public
servive, nnd were now om the same foob-
ing. a4 those who had passed the regular
examingtions. The rogular members of
the skafl looked upon thia as a great
grievance, and the Commission thonght
thut their attibudo was jualiticd

o o

Pay and Prowmotion., -

In draling with the matter of pay and
premotion the (ommisdsion is of opinion
that there is roow for gren! improve-
nient. The report maya:—" There in no
unitorm system for making promatinns
in the Service, aml there ave consider-
able difference in par between dilferent
sleparrbantenty, sonpctimes due Lo the head
or Misixter being ceonotnical or generons.
Merit does not count as il should. The

parsing of examinutions, cither depart.
wental or ouiside examinntions, sucl as
soliviters and accountancy exuminalions,
do nob carry weight and bring the pro-
motion ibnt mighl reasonably be ex-
peeled. The yesult i Lhat
ahle young fellows finding th
ment slow, gt out of the Service at the
firat opporiunity, and it is quite a com-
mnon oceurrence Lo find young men in the
Service gludying for law, areonntancy or
-other examinstions, nol wilth the object
of gelting on in the Berviee, but with
the cbject of oblaining degrees thaf will
enable them fo gel out of it. The Com-
misfion found thal “in maoy cases the
-salary paid hes no relalienship to the
work done. When increases in pay arc
poing 1they are usually daled at mo much
-a head oll round, but when ile Leada of
depurimenls allot the work to be done in
the lower grades of the &ervice it is
generslly given to those who lbapge the
‘eaparity to do it, regardleas of the pey
reecived. We conld hardly say that the
salarica as a whole are either foo hign
or {oo low, bot they badly peed adjust-
ing. ond men should be paid for the
work they do, and not for the time the)
“have heen in the service™

- Ed

A Board of Manarement. -
The Commisaion lays great stress on
ihe meed for cfficiency, combined with
cepnomy, and to effect this it suggests
ihpt Lhere sboulid be one controlling bead
. to hold Lhe whole acrviee togellier, and
ke it woik ma one efficient machine.
“Thia is the most important mo{ler of
al)” declarea the Commission, which
. goes on to Aoy “We Lhink. thal a Ticard
of Mansgemenl should be set up which
would be ihe managing bead of Lhe
whole Government service. We would
suggest thal ihis Board should be com-
potcd of {htee men, one of whom should
T the alblest man 1hat could Le oblained
in the serviee. Thir posilion on ile
Roard whould be ihe prize position in {he
whole pullic-service, and carry o higher
sulary 1han any other with 1he possibic
exception of 4lat of Lhe genecad manager
of ruilways.  ‘The iwo olher members of
ilie Board should be chosen from oulside,
and they shonuld be men of wide business
experience wha lrave had iraining in
Lurpe organisalions and are ncensiemenl
in the handling of o large ptofl.  One
of Lhese Lwo sliould be chnirman of the
Board. This Board would, Ltherefave,
lave na ils membera {wo men of thor
ough business Lroining, ehosen jor their
organizing sbilily, and one from ilic puls
lic service, who would know ita require-
wends, and be thorouglhly familinr wilh
all ity details, nnd who would pessess n
good working knowledge of Lhe personnel
of ils officers, The membera  of  Lhe
Bowrd should give Lheir whule time to
{heir work, nnd have no olher daties ™
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