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The Emperor of Japan.

The Man Behind the Sovereign.

Cuble nrce of the iaat few doys stales that the Emperor of Japan is dying from
dicbilcs. At the timce of writing Ae waa aunounced to be sinking fast.

YEN with the greateat respect
for one who must be a ruler of
no mean ability, we of the West,

- avenstomed to kings less hedged
sbout by divine myutery, need mol be
ashamed of our wish to know something
more of the ¥mperor as a man. In his
character a3 chief of the Japanese State,
he hag given ample evidence of his ability
above and apart from the Minwters by
whon. he has been surrounded. Tt ia
given, prrhaps, to few Sovereigna to play
euch a great part as the Emperor Mut-
suhito has played in the eomplete trans-
faormation of his country from a hermit
kingdond {0 a world-Power of the first-
elnss; amd in every call upon his co-
operation and alility ti Emperor has
nully responded, beth as & statesman
and ay the [ther of his people.

Yet fram time to  time comes an
Inkling of the man, of his iuterest in rac-
ing, und of his devotion to some particu-
lar beeed of dogs. One slory in par-
ticular hai te do with the great cele-
bration same yeurs ago of Lho silver
wodding of the Fmperor and Empress,
. This great day, observid as a bational
holiduy, was celebrated in the moruing
at il wilimk at the Twperial Palace,
alter the devotions of the Emperor at
the shrine uf hiv anevstors, by a Court
hell by their Majesties at which were
commanded tu be present all the Dipla-
mutie Lorps argl manbers of the Japancse
Court circle.  la the afterncon his Maul-
esty held a review of the troope; and in
the evening there was a Htate baoquet
at which their Majeslies were present,
Afler the hangquet there was a perform-
an:e of old Listoriezl dances.

The n-tal cusioms of the English Conrt
wure  ohserved  as to dress, and the
gatherell erowil of wuests waiting to be
shown inta the Throue Room lovked very
Tike that gathered on such vceaslons at
Buckinghem Palice.  The Emperor and
Frnprovs reecivd epeh forelgn legation
in the order of the senlarity of the chiefs

of el aml it wne at this function that
the lLomely incitent ocearred. A lady
wha reside in Tokye fur many years

aml wha was a repular atlendant at all
Conrt  functions  during her residence
8says:

Thoneh 1 have <een the Fmperor many
tinces, [ ik i i le Lo desevihe him,
I think ne ene but a fatterer could eall
his Majesty himdsome.  His face, when-
ever I waw il wore the same-stern, un
wevédd, abingt bored expression; amd [

always felt that hiv anger -wonld e
terribte aml uofurgiving.  Seeing him
thus it seemeld easy to understand the

alvafue-s ard loneliness of the Mikadoas
of Japan throngh «n many centuries,
By he side sat Haruko, hin consort,

danghter of Prince Tchija Toadaku, the
head of nne of the hranches of the Fuji-
waia.

the mnst noble family 1Ia the
e whaee  descent s
H anl auly ene Jdegres less
ilaatytons than that of the Imperial
fami smull even for a Japanese lady,
Iv clad o a beawdiful gown of ailver
roade, her ueck covered with beantifuk
diamesids amwt her hair dressed abnogt
exaclly like that of wur own Gueen Alex-
andra, surmoutted by a Jdumand erewn,
glie stael, a tigure of porfect dignity.

O v solen aceazion, as the flla
ol ol throush, the Emperor
»t t Feerelary of the British

ation, and with a sudden show of jn-
I an animatsd  eonversation
bealth amd recent feals of a
- boelatiging 1o the Engliahman which
b fhe ey of the ¥

. LRI

Nesloubt wnch of the Emperase ability
anil aidlapt ity tn new circamstances
i* e to bis wensible aploinging,  1ie
wian a san of the Finperor Komel and a
Court Loly: and was ealled Lo the throna
bn WHLT, when enly fifteen yourn of age.
At fleat it was 1hoaght that the Young
Buvereigns exizeine youth and indlirences
raredundine his eihilinoed waould prevent
¥ more octive part in the
governneal uf lia eounlry  than  hia
secluded nncesiora had done; but, part-
Iy owing to his first exccllent mdviser at

the moment of hid accession—the Tycoom
Hitolsubashi, whose leaning towards
foreign curtoms is a matter of history,
and partly to his own detrrmination and
powera of ulwervation, which, even at
that early age, reenn Lo bave been won-
derfully  developed—tilhe country poon
realized that here was no mere figurs-
head, but an Emperor or Teono who in-
tended to hull the reins of government
and to hold them firmly, .

Muisubito had been in ihe lifetime of
his father entrusted to the care of a
Court moble to be Lwought up in his pri-

In the year 1808 the Emperor received
the foreign rep tatives in audi »
and & natural and easily written de-
scription appeared in one of the English
newspapers then pubiished in Japan. I%
is too long to guote in full, but the
description by an eye-witneas of the
young Bovereign may be of interest. The
audience was held in a large hall, in the
cenire of which was a raised platform
on which stood the throne,

The day chosen was January 5; hitter-
ly cold, the anow-laden atmosphere add-
Ing to the perpetnal gloom of the Im-
perial precincts. Om the throne, swathed
in the masses of crepe and silk, whick
componed the Court dresa of that day,
#at the young Mikado, a languid-looking
boy . . . whoee face eilher from
training or indifference showed no sign
of interest or vitality.

When in 1800, arrayed in the uniform
of & generalismimo of the army, wearing

HIS IMPERIAL MAJESTY ﬁUTSUHlTU, EMPLEROR OF JAPAN, -

vate family in a ceu=ible, stmple manner,
withowt the over-indulgence aml Hatlery
which the wise parent krnew wenld fall to
ithe child’s lot In the Coued. It is pra-
Lilde that thése” eaily” daya did much
to mould the c¢haricter of the Prince.
Yiiscussigna on the opening up of the
eountry to foreigners may have tallen on
altentive youny ears, and in the houra
wlhen he sat on the throme apparently
without interest or vitality the bnsy
brain of the young Fmperor may have

been revalving schemes even then for’

the development and glory of his coun-
try. - : .

It waa with feclings of horror on” the
part of mout uf the old nobility that the
Yniperar'a  lewniiy towards the new
civilisation was rezmrled. 1t seemed to
them little ahort of sacrilege that the
Being, almost toa sacted to be seen or
laoked on A he pacsed on his ficst jonr-
ney fvam Kyote to Tokya in FRiR, earricd
in hia norimono or litter of plain white
waoud, with & roof of hlack lacguer ornn-
niented with the Imperial chrymanthe-
mum in gold, fine bamboo Binds allowing
hian to see withoul Leing ween, surround-
el by Kugos or Oourt nubles on fant, an
he piawed in a profound silence through
errwde buwed Jdown in reverence, whould,
in lean than theee years, drive in a foreign
carringe, {res=ed in Furopean costuma
throngh the streets of Tokyo whare all
might gave at him. ¥

the grder of the Rising Bun as his
chief deroration, the Emperor Mutsnhito
opened hia first Parliament, he presented
as great & contrast to the boy of seven-
teen as does the Japan of today te the
Japan of the first year of his reign,

In appearance now the KEmperor of
Japan is tall in comparisen with most
Japanese.
has strongly marked, rather thick fea-
tures, awld keen, watchiul eyes. His
mannera sre like those of Japanese of
all clansea, courteous=; but he secmn al-
ways surrcunded wilh an air of mystery
and aloofness, perhaps the heritage from
the loug line of secluded ancestors who
came before him, His determination and
foree of character are well known, but
Alut=nlitn is one of those Bovereigns
sulliciently enlightencd to force no mea-
wure of his ewn whirh ran in any wpy
militate agninsl the good of lis beloved
country. He devotes houre of each day
o the clone atuly of the atfairs of State
in an apartment in the palare where he
attends to public matters, showing
mpecial interest in the navy anl army.
Moet mewspapers of the eountry find
dheir wy luto the palars, and many are
snid to be read by the Kinperor himaell,
Very anon after his sccespion to the
throns of Japan loreign sdvisers, toach-
era, and medical mer were engaged to
inatruct the Japanese, and very many of
Jupan’s pressat successful lostitutlons

He is not handaome, but he

ows their origin to the English or forelys
experts of long ago. '

The Emperor takes the keenest intar
eat in  all military manceavres, often
spending hours in ihe eaddle* watching
the reviews of his troops, regardless of
fatigee or bad weather. His Dmperial
Mujesty is himself ome of the finest horsar
men in Japan. In the beautiful Fukinngg
Gardens surrounding the imperial palacq
ho has his own private raceconrse, wherg
It was oue of kia pleasures to invite par
tics of guests to witness feata of horze-
mznship, and where he himael! often rodg
in private, Apart from the pleasure, thé
Emperor desited to escourage his sub.
jects to a keener inierest in horses, and
thus to mesist him in  improving the
breed. There is now & larme and fAourlh.
ing horse-farm in the North Island af
Bapporo. .

Iiis Majesty alse honpurs with hig
patronage and occasional presencs tha
race-meeting in Yokohama, held twleq
a year, in which ait the European reslts
dents in Japan take keen interest and
part. Me always presenis a cup, which
is eagerly eompeted for. '

Rpecial preserves are set apart in somé
of the Emperor’s grounds {or the sheots
ing of game and neiting of ducks, the
Jatier an exciting national sport in whlc]i
his Imperial Majesty occasionally favour
dislinguished foreigners with invitationd
ip take part.

Art and literature are hoth encournged
by the ¥mperor and ‘Empress, who occa-
sionally visit the periodical Art Exhbole
tinn keld in Tokyo, almoet always send-
ing a Court atfendant afterwards to
make purchases amongst the exhibits.
Ris Maujesty is himself pnssessed of
literary talent; he has written much
poetry, though only a few of bia verses
wrilben ont special subjects connected
with hiz eountry have been made public.
One short poem quoted in Baron Suyemo-
tsus book, “The Risen Sumn,” said to ba
written during the war with Russia,
shows in one short verse much feeling for
the nation. .

Here ia a stanza:

Kora 'wa mloa - EEEE
Tknsa no niwa ol
Tilchateie ~
Oking ya httotd

- Yumada morvram

Translation:

I suppose all song 1o the front a?® gma
To do thetr duty all under arms, y
And thelr ofd Sire at howe slorne

' Gurards and watches their lobely farnns,

Curiosities .6i the Magnet,

The magonet can 1t five and a-hall
tons, These giani omagneis nsed in ironm
and steel mills wan {says the “New York
Tribune”) pick up hot as well as cold
billets, and a pingle one of this character
will displace half a hundred workmer
A further imurovement may ba noted
in the combination of “skull-cracker” and
magaet. The “skull-cracker” ia a huge
pearslmped Mall of iron svapended by a
chain fo & hook and steel ropes, This
“akull cracker” is dropped with greatl
force on scrap metal 1o be broken up fod
re-melling. 1t breaks the metal intp con-
venient small pieces, and is lifted up and
down by tlhe maguet until the acrap i3
reduced to proper size. Then the iae
visible fingers of the mrgnet pather up
the small pieces and carry them to tha
meiting furnace. The entire operation 13
aceomplished in  one-hundredth of ihe
time formerly required by nmnual labour.
More recently maguets huve beem em-
ployed in the milling induwiry ta plckd
out small partictes of metal that fre-
quently get into flour and rause explod«
ions through friction when they come in
contact with the big rollers. Not a par+
ticle of metal ecan estape the powertul
magnets  suspended over the chutq
through which the grain passes. In min«
ing and metallurgical work the magneli
has become an indispemsable libour-sav:
ing agent. The magnelic separation of
orea has aaved thonsandas of dellars o
mining companied. When the rocks are
crushed and pilverised powerful mognets
gutler up the infinitesimal parta of wetal
released from their beds and convey theny
to the smelting furnare. Quantities of
wora can thus be saved from old tailings
that were formerly wousidered puro
wabte. Recently enmmercin]l magnets
were employed for the novel pnrpose
ralsing sunken treasurea. A hig cmrga
of najly wan lost In twenty fathomas of
water, and the loms seeomicd irreparabla
until mome enterprising genius  raised
them easily and cheaply by means of
:ﬁnet suspended from & derrlek by -tl:
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