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Death Of An Old Soldier A Canadia

.

. MAJOR MAIR’S ADVENTURCUS CAREER.

‘A brave soldier and a worthy colonist
passed away ot Mominy morning, when

Major  William  4Gilbert  Mar  hed
at Waiotapu. He was Dborn at
the Bay of Islands 80 years ago,
ant  during a  lony  Jife  witnessed
LT of the maost exciting  and

adventurons scenes thalh went towards
the making «f the Dominion. Not only
il he witness these scenes, but took
pant in them, and 10 Mie Wwas More fusi-
Iy entdled ta be vanked among the “De-
femders of New Zealand? His facility
in the Maori Lingnage led to his appoint-

meng as interpreter to General Cam-
eron's stafl at the beginning of the
Dlaori war, and he served riglic througn

tie vamgpaign, At the famous siege uof
Orakau 1the Maori Thermopylae) voun
Maie was erdered to advance to the ex-
trene limits of the sap, to «all on the
defenders of the pa edher to sitrremder
or seid aiat their women and chililren,
The reply wus, as has often been told,
“We shall fight om for ever and fo¢

the Major orpunised a foree of some 350

Arawns.  Half went by the way of Lake
Tarawera and the others went down the
codst, and after some skirmishes. wilth
the enemy they joined forces to athick
the atronghald at -1e Teko, where the
Man-haus had taken refuge. The place
was mostly strongly fortified with the
swift-running Rangitaiki at its rear, and
impenetrable palisading on all sides, The
leader of the expedition saw that sapping
was the only way to take the place, and
he  began to  apply the lessons
ha  had  learned  so0 well  frem
the Twperial troops at Orakau. | The
famitios at last were forced to wvacuate,
anmd great . was the jubilation of the
Arawas, who indulged in a mwst realistic
war dance.  ‘There were 80 priseners,
including the “prophet” Te T7a and eight
of the party of Faloon’s murderers, who
afterwards paid the death pennlty for
their erime. " This was one of the most
successfully organised and ¢av out
expeditions of the campaign, and served

=

THE LATE MAFOR MAIR.

evor”  Afier delivering hiis messape tha
placky interpreter  was fired on sml-
denly by a wreacherons Maori, awd the
bullet ripped open his tunic as it pasand
over his shoeuller. At the emd of the
Waihatoy camg o Me. Mair was ap-
porintecl Native Hexhbenz Magictrate, and
was Loated for some tme at Taupa, s
Wwhen e war broke agu? om the E
Coaat e was gazeited Major and en-
trusted with e command of the Arawa
eentingent  of  frismlly  natives,  Pue
Bajor hmd  preat inHuee e owith his
ahi=ky followers, who were not the ea-i-
[T ntevw to hanlle, as< -

for Wmseli Ly read

can Juske

Koot wry of "he Mawri wa
Wite fremy 3 Iv his et 3
Tiie da - Lhosaved the xits

HaTion,

It wae Juring the Fast Coied war that
the Major and the Arnwns perforpud
their famonis frat of taking the Te Teka
™ That was in 1. Fhe whols
eountry sishe frvn Taope to the Fast Cap:
was gne meething masn of funaticvicm,
Volkner's cruel munler by that ®ooun-
drel Kervopa sul hin feiemds wan fol-
lowed by the brutal murder of Falloon,
the Govarnment intetpreter, and it wae
te ‘avenge the death of the Jatter that

to illustrale n a marked manner e
military gewins of Majer Mair. At the
end-of the Kast Coast war the Major
ngnin settled down to the dutics of Besi-
lent Mugistrate in the Upper Waikato,
n several oecasions during the
received the thanks of the Guver
his military ser- ces, and ¥
ward+ lLe was wminly instroments®  in
seenring peses with the Macii “King™
Tawhiaa, who in 1831 threatenad to le
troublesome ovey the laed question,

In 1882 the Major was appointed a
Jnlge of the Native Land Court, an oflice
for which e was etinently fitted by his
unige kuowledyge of the Maori way+, eus-
toms, aml language, aw wel]l g by his
Digh aense of honour and justice.” = &o
great was the cuntidence of the Nudives
in him that e adjudivated upon  the
whale of the Fands in what was known
an the King Country, the Maoria being
vlv tow willing te come forwanl to have
their ehiinm wettlel. When he retired
frim active publie life the Major settled
down sl lake Takapuna, aml Jutterly has
:\nu:l'l Tiviug on bLin wiation at “Rerewlia-
leaves & widow, two sons (Menars 11, ML
Muif mml N. L, Mair), who live on the
station, and ona daughter {Mrs if, Lloyjd
Brett). v

au,” wbout 20 milea from Rotorun. He -

n City in*Ruins

The Model Western Capital, Regina, Swept by
-a Tornado—Wiqe Area Levelled—A Million
'+ ¢ Sterling Damage, and Loss of Life

[~ V(Conl'preheu‘si'\'e Views on DPage 32.)

ROM a model aity, the eapital of
the provisce of Saskatchewan,
angd ‘the pride of Western Can-
ada, famous for its miles of

pavements, for its unique and mmate
belldings, for its ample and well-laid-ous
public reserves, for its educatiomal en.
fowntents, for its clean and ovderly ap-
jpearance, for its swcessiul administra-
tion of municipnl enterprises and low
Tate of taxation, Regina, representing
years of patient endeavour and the ex-
penditure of Iarge snms of monéy, has in
a few minutes of time been parily re-
duced to raine.  The desiroying ngeney
wa+ a Turious tornade, which' struck the
chty in a thivkly-lmiit gquarter, and, in
cutiing a swath two blocks wide and
two miles Jong, Jevelled alt tlhe buildings
within that avea, snd cansed losa of lite.

Aommnnivation was shut off from ile
onter world, bt relief traina weré sent
along from Winnipeg with doctors and
nurses.  Fires broke ont, following on
the destruction of the houses, but wers
checked by the activity of the fire bri-
gades.  Several antomobile partics wers
lified boulily and. burled blucks distant.
¥ix grain elevatora were desiroyed on
the Canadian Pacifie Tracks.  Parlia-
ment Baildings, just completed of rein-
foreed conerete, withatood the tornade’s
viglenen, but were badly shaken, and
the town generally 'is a mass of ruins.
Boats were burled from the river sur-
. face, and carried three-quarters of a
mile distant. © " Railway cara were #ar-
riesl into the streets from  the  yardse.
The girls who oecupiad the telephone ex-
change scrambled over the ruims of the

. . Reginn had municipalized its

buitding  wnscathed to ihe street. A
15-ton switechboard fell beside them as
they reached the sireet. A large gram
elevator was carried off its foundations
and moved 50ft. from dis  aecustomed
apot. Property loss is ronghly estimat.
ed at a millian sterling,  Martial law
was proclaimed, and troops were broughb

‘out to suppress lawlessness.

’

Regina, situated on the wain line of
the Canadian Pacifie Rallway, 336 mileg
west of Winnipeg, ia the centre of the
most denszely populated portion of the
province.  Being the financial centre of
the midila Wext, the city had tén char-
tered banks and a large number of loan
compauies; it is a preminent disiribut-
ing centre, and bad railway facilities
reaching to all parts of the province,
Besides being the judicial centre of Sas-
katchewan it is the educationnl! centre
of the middle West, with & colleghats
institute (@ new building), a noymal
school, four public schools, and a sépar-
als school for which a new bhuilding was
revently erected. - The city hall was the
finest and besi-furnished in the West,
provided by the proceeds of property
sales, without costing the taxpayers
penny.  The lhotel accommeodation
the eity was also wnequalled. .- '
i _water
supply, inexhaustible and pure, and s
electric light service, the revenue flom

. whivh was suflicient to assist in keeping

There wera
be-

down the rate of taxation.
six miles of grenolithic side-walks,

.sides ronds paved in different material,

anl ample well-lakk-out public resetvea
and hotlevards, The magniicent chuarch
buildings were a feature of the city’a
architecture. . A

' Personal Notes

R. JAMBS TRINGS, father of

Afr, J. R. Trigrs, Coenciliztion
Commissioner, died at £Lrist-

charell last week at the ad-

vaneed age of eighty-seven years. De-
coased was a nutive of Portsmowth, Eng-
land, I coming to the Pominion aboub
30 years ago he settled in Christehureh,
Later he went to the Thames goldfields,
but sulmequently  returned to Christ-
ghurch and started in business as a boot-
maker. Latterly he had lived in retirve-
nent. He is survived by six sons and
two daughters. . - e s

Odr, Allan Macdongail, who was se-
Yeoted in 1900 ay New Zealand Rhodes
wdiolar, and whoe went ¥lome in that year
to pursur hig studies at Oxfm:d, ‘has
Deen awarded first-clase hononrs jn Eng-
Yish anmd Literaiure. A private tutorgoave
Nim bis first leswone in the English lan-
guaze, for when lie arrived in Weilington
as a small boy fiaelic was his only
tongue, He then went te the Terrace
schonl, passed from there to Wellington
College, and then to- Victoria- College.
1t v interesting to wote. that the Ter-
rave achool producel another Rhodes
xi-hotar in Mr. P, W, Holbertson, who was
selected in 10905,

Mins  Margaret  Miler, who came in
New Zealund from Fngland in March
la~t. has beeu appointed matron of the
Punedine dospital, - -

“Alr. Jolin Rnasell -has resigned  from
the teaching staff of the Wellington
College.

The Rev, A. (. Forbea has given
notice of hia rexignation of the ewre ol
Wuikarl, p5 he i returning with Mrq.
Forliea  to  Lincolushire, Englamd, in
Cotuber next. . :

Mr, . Dryden. of Bidwell Street, o
Temident of Wellington for 57 yearw, eele-
brated his eighty-eighth birthday last
week, Mr, Dryden, whi isx still well and

" hearty, reavhed Wellington in- -the

schooner Blar-hionews, from Melhourne,” -

Mo in the futher of the well-known ntick-
eting family, - ’ oo

»r, 00 FE 2touf, youngest son of Sir
Robert Stout (Chief Justive) has passed
hia LI.B degree at Cambrilge Univer-
sity with third-elaza honours,

Mr, AleGregor, town wlerk to the Bata-

“ura Borough Cowneil for the past™ 29

years, has resigned on account of ndvane-
ing years, He was granted six months*
salary in appreciation of his past eer-
Tices, : - -
Capiain A, H. Thorpe, harbourmaster

‘at LytteMon, is on a holiday visit to

Belbourne and Sydney. Captain T. M
Hunter is acting-harbourmaster, .
. The Rev, J. A  Brown, who has a{
cepted a call to Reefton after being iz
charge of the Flemington district for
four years, was entertained at a aocial
gathering at the Femington schoeol, and
presented with a purse of sovereigni
from the congregation and a pimilar gilf
on behalf of the Tinwald congrematic,
Miss Uralg, who is glso leaving Fleming-
ton, was presented with a marble cloc

and a silver afterncon tea service anid
tray, in Tecognition of the good work
she had done in the Sunday school.

On the' oceasion of Bishop Grimes
jubilee, which wan celebrated at Christ-
¢hareh Jast week, the ovvasional sermon
mad preached by the Very Rev. Dean
Puower, of Hawera, and the sermon a¥
vespers was preached by the Very Rev.
Dean 1<hea, Viear-General, of Welling~
ton. The “Tallet,” in referring to the
fermons, says;—"Coupled with the mazZ+
niflcent discourse at the Pontifirial Higﬁ*l
OLaxs, seldom liave finer examples of puls
pit sloynence Leen lheard jn the Catheds
13"  In henwur nof the jubiles Dean
Power aml Dvan O'%hea have hesn ap-
pointed honorary deana of the CUhrists
church Jdiocese,

Eight monils’ leave of abeence Tas
Leen granted Mr. George Aduir. director
of the Loys’ work st Auckland Y. M.C.A.
He will pay 8 visit to America, nml spend
4he time pludying the atest methods ot
YA.C.A, work, and réturn in time {oB
1w opening of the mew huilling.~ AT
Wor. M. Barton, of Welllnglon, has heell




