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A . Strange Duel

By E. F. Martin, iIate

ago, towards the close of a dazzling

tropical day in the Western Sudan,
" I had a memorable encounter with
a family of hippoa.
i 1 happened, at ihe time, to be return
jng from a shooting trip up the Benue,
& river that joins the Niger at Lokoja.
1 was due at the latter place next day,
{n order to catch the steamer that was
to take me duwn river, on my way hame
on leave. T had gone np the Benue aa far
a3 the towm of Loko, on the north bank.

not far from the large island town of ~

Naszarawa, At Loko I had coniracted a
pevere dose of malariel fever, and at the
time of which I write I was feeling any-
thing bukt uvp to 1he mark; in fact, I
conld hardly put one foot before the
other. As all those who have suffered
from tropical malavial fever kmow, it
does Dot requige & very severe attack fo
leave you quite unfit for any erdinary
exertion.

My parly was an exceedingly small
one, conszisting of my servant, Bakari, a
Fulani from Marawa, beyond Yola, and
iwo eancemen; and my conveyanmce, a
little Kakanda dig-out, was barely laraa
enough to carey the four of us in safety.
¥n my hurry to get baek to Lekoja 1
hzd to leave our large eraft behind at
Lokn. .

The river Benue at the point where mv
sdventure oreurred was broad and deep
—in width aboat a quarter of a mile—
fowinz between great aweeping stretehes
of golden sand on the one side and dark

¥itgin furests on the other. These forests

teemed with pame.
The few natives who still inhabit thak
part of the country are pone too friendly.

They form tie remuants of the original

inhabitants who were dviven acrosa to
the sonib hank of the river by the con
tinual slave raids of the Mohammedan
races from the north, -

The wonderful hush which at eventide
hangs like a muystic veil over all the
tropical world wag seitling down, ani
the sun bad just sunk below the horizan.

FPrezently I noticed a far-off splashing,
Intermingled. new and then. with the un-
ruiztakable skort of the hip,

Following the direction of the sound I
could dimly sce, some hundreds of yards
away, that a family of the great aguatic
beasts  was disporting itself in giant
gambols. Had it been pussible, we wouhl
Lare shaped a course away from the
group, as it is pever safe for a canoe
12 pass mear where voung hippos are at
plar. We had pne help for it, however,
but to go straight om eur course, as the
river at this point ran in a single decp
channel.

The sunset splendour gradually diwl
out of the sky, and the ghissy surface
of the river, stretching for milée on mile,
took on the cloak of night. Suddenly mz
canceman started to urge the frail eraft
forward eagerly. Their keen ears had
Leard some mound that I, as yet, was
unable to distinguish. But I soom dis
coverel the canse of their anxiety; ocur
warst fears were justified. 01d Father
Hippo had spotted us!

la the gatbering gloom the hissing,
hlowing sound of the great beast conld
be heard from time to time as Le swam
swiftly in our wake.

My boatmen were now standing wup,
ttraining every musele in the wild race
for life. There was no more concealment.
';Til? hfmi!li craft Teapt forward with a

Ish and a eurge at eve werlul
Paddle-gtroke, the man in lt‘iym P:ow, in
lis intense excitement, ever now and
then sending & shower of water over me,
Up agaimat the stars, the man in the
tlern mwayed snd benk Jike s sinuous
thadow jn the tremendous strupzle, He
mnk: n&e slninedieur_r muscle, and

rea came in wobbi -
Rocking up and down, and fm“r: uideplst;
hide, the eance tore through the water
like & living thing.

I carelully examined the magazine and
ock of my rifle, for nothing could be left
to chance pow. Ay servant knelt at my
fost, his white ecat showing up very
Cllﬂ{.lgnimt the night, Every now and
;’(’ﬁ would sayr “Douba, masss, chan!
Y. g2mit Kajit™ (Look, sir, youderl|

“u ! You beart) -
ning surfece of the watse
Seamed Lo be b soms dlstance satern,

N the month of January, a few yeara |

of the Royal Niger Company’s
Service, :

but it was dificnlt #a make anything
out for eertain, while onr speed and the
noise of our going prevented me from
hearing wery elearly what my servant
seemed te hear so well. Not very long
after this, however, [ canght the whijd
gleam of foam. and heand the spluttering
hizs above the rush af waier. In spile
of otie pace, our pursuer was orerhauling
= - - N
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- we dashed, but ever
nearer and nearer came that menace of
1. Lt eiyd, LnFentening to engulf us in
fh. dark swators . =
Then, raizing my ritte and taking w
quick sitap aim at the patch of feam, I
let go. -
The Aash of the explosion and the atyn-
ning veport of the discharge, together

tush of water overwhelmed me As i
was sngulfed, a feeling of being lost fa
& great vold vastness icized me—the ter-
ror of the umknown deptha was upon me
—for 1 waa hurled down and duwn, &
helptexs thimg, the Dblack watera sl
arouml me and sbove me, waters that
swarmed with that terror of Tivers, tha
allizator. As the canoe upset, something
atravi me between the shoulders, send-
inge me beadiong to the bottem, 1
slruck madly outwards anl upwards, and
finally I rose to the surface spluttering
and well-nigh done. § found thac I bhad
come up iluze to the great steering-
paddie used by our cox. Tuking this us
a float. and with the aid of the stream,
1 made for the seuth shote. la order
not to draw the attention of my enemy,
1 at first nttered no seund, but swam on
and on down the stream, edging ever to
ihe left.

The horrible thoughi that at any mo-
ment cruel jaws might sieze me drazaing
me down to & death too terrible to think
of, was afways with me. Later on, when
1 thought that T might be oul of harm™s
way, so far as the hippopotamus was
¢oncerned, I nitered a faint balioa. I
kad Iardly any voice left, what with
fever, excitement, and fatigue,

A weird, long-drawn wail ar2wered me,

"‘i‘ilh a roar il lurmad on its unlooked- for assailant™

wikh the smell of burnt powder—all the
associationa of that momentuaway oul
on the wide waste of dark waters—have
left an impression on me that I shull
never wife out. The sudden glare of that

" instantapneouns phatograph revealed the

crouching form of the canocman in the
stern, who had stopped padilling when [
raised my gum, and over whose head I
had fired; the peerimg, strained atiitode
of my servant, and that ominous gurgling
patch of brilliznt white, where gur enemy

was mow threshing along, right
under our atern. Then  every-
thing wvanished in the aubsequent

Dblackneas, the darkneas of night seemung
intensified @ thowsandfold

Suddenly the whole place scemed filed
with rolling echoes. Orer the water, far
and wide, .roliey after volley of distant
and still more distant musketry tbun-
dered and rosred, stirring the leavea of
the trees in the woods snd dying away
gradualiy in ihe hidden recesses of the
hilla.  Frightened wmonkeys chattered
on the laroff banke of the river; the
sudden call of = might-bird was heard
in the forest. Then something happened
that baffes description. Thers came s
roar and a spiash jusi st our sters, wnd
the hot breath of ¢he heast that was
chasing us Meow in our facos. My shot
had not takem sffectt

With & borrible smapping eronch the
terrilde jaws cloaed on the poor dug-out,

A gurgling <oy, & ghastly scream; then 8

from no great dizstance alicad. Suddenly
1 touched byttom, Hali awimming, halt
wadinz, I had hardly reached dry land
when I thought I noticed a familiar hiss-
ing and blowing behind me. Fuddenly
an enormous black shape <ame splashing
and foaming and roaring after me, out
of the depths. I had floundered right
into the family of hippes!

I had barely time to dudge to one side
before the beast was on me., 1 tried ta
Tun, but stumbled and fell heavily. Wet
and exhausted, I lay panting on the
sand az the enraged animal reshed by
me. Then sometking happened that T
should mever have believed possible, had
I not seen it with my oewn eyes. ‘fhe
beast had stopped and turned, evidently
inteadig to coame for me azain, when up
from the sand, just behind the hippo,
aprang the dark furm of a man. &lip-
ping quickly and silently alongside of the
#ronstrous brute, the stranger stooped
and made m deaperate lunze at its belly,
With s roar it turned on its unlooked. for
aaazilant, mho had run off to some little
distance aml awaited the hlundering
charge, which be easily dodged, following
it by the sume deadly kniie-thrusi.

Like a fush the man was away, and
aznin stood wailing. exger mnd alert, at
same distanre bebind his gigantie eonmy,
wha, on fin® ag be kad miwed his man,

- fleng himselF round, bellewing the whab

Seeing his oppunenl cace mure, fe went

for kkm again with a mad fury. This
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duel to e donih wend on for some Lune
—a time Lhat seecned sm elerpity Lo me
—as 1 never knew tiat the next chargs
might not mean the end of my new
ftiend and helper. Exhauvsted as I was
if the hippo bad won, 1 should have dicl
like & dog. crushed and mangled out oi
all reeognition

_Eut my lime was not yet. The great
niver monster was beginning lo stagzers
and #ounder in lis repeated froitless at-

tempta fo elose wita his des. Dark
patehes showed on the ed-up sand,
where jts life-blood w.as s a Pros.
ently the man seened fn r himself

together, and, rushing in ?m hia enemy,
aituck fiereely and repeatediy, b
his tong knife up to the hilt in the ga
waonnd that waz now visible low duwn am
the hippo's right side. The moon hal
Tiren over the clozsing zeene of this
titamic struzzle, and as the momstrous
thead lurched dorward and downward
I saw & tortent of blood ymsh forth from
the cavernows jaws, and knew that the
end was at hand, ard that my wnknowa
friend bad saved my life. A moment
more, and with a sulping, sohbing mutter

- the hippo rolled over on its side—-dead.

J mugt bave {aim for 2i least an hour
ufter the great fight liad emlud, 100 ex-
hausted t6 move or {o eare even what
becarne of me. My new friend {who
later proved io be an Akpoto Bissa) dis-
appeared when the hippoe feil, bur soon
returned with a bandle of brushaopod
and made a cheerful fire quite wlnse to
my feet, and presenily, in apite of my
wet elothes, I feil into a deep sleep.

When 1 awoke, several reenr and
women were sittinzg and staniing aboeual
in the firelight, sone of the w
ing ai two or fhree oclor fires

hand. My <lothes hat beea taken off
as I slep, and were being dilet not far
from me. My servani, I REREY

tiny on kals heels near by. 1) osRe |
Liim bow on earil ke got there e px-

pained that he bad bLeen jrokad up by
a canoe containing  some traders. an
their wax up river, who on =eelnz our
fire han aecrled to camp on the same
sandbank. Neither of my twa chve-
men bad put In an appearance.

With the help of tie fraders and their
people my Bassa friemd cnt up tie hoppe,
but presented me with the canine tusks
a3 a memenio of an geeasion that hardly
required nurch in the way of a sauvemr
to keep me from forgetting it.

Next momming the frienlly Basea pro-
cured me a canoe, and T-set off on my
interrupted journey to Iokoja, accom-
panied by Bakari, (O arrivigg at my
destination I found that our baw canou-
man had preceded us, a3nl was ealmly
enscomved under my bunxalow. The otber
poor fellow was mot found uantil some
day3 later, when a mangled. lifeless foran
was seen Hoating among suinmic reeds by
the viver bank, near Morzam. The hipps
bad faken his tell

The fragance of e Linahiug rese
Of Juscions fruit the tasie;
All for our pleasure God bestows,
Whose wisdom may Le traceld
So with the good and beawtifal,
Our bealith maintained aed righty
With Peppermint Cure (a make mare sure,
Is cagse for wur dellght.
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i Please Note this, Young Ladies!
**—whyn you begin Baking or Coohlicg, see
"1nat yow have a plantifus suppty of " Highs
“lander ** Condunaed Wil at bard. A"~
“quite Indispansable | **

Leading Teachars of Cookery strongly
recommand and use "' Highlandar ™" Bhisk.




