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the acience of to-day is able to produce,
As well distingiish between the stars
on a starry nmight. The courageous re
solve lives for balf-au-hour perhaps, but,
after a vouple of hours’ rambling through
ane bewildering glory after another. both
nd and eyes are incapalde of eriti-
, a0 soaked are they in radiance.
standing before a giant collection
some of the blossoma ounly seewmed to
fac voice to announce themselves
5 5. There were archids like fairy
bells. orchids with striped petals like
smart little French ladies ready for a
plunge into the sea. orclids like panales,
like strings of meis, like buttertiss,
Nome  seemed like pierrots, some like
little yellow bhirds, some were harsh
Hame-colowred things like one might
imagine anger, zome of gossamer con-
aistency like fairy laughter; others
looked Tobust aud fat. deeided reds. y2l-
low or greens, as if they might be the
civie dignitaries of the fHower world.

THE GREAT EXHIBITION.

e e
GREAT DISPLAY OF ROSES,
CARNATIONS AND SWEET

" PEAS.

{From QOur Special Correspondent.)

LONDOXN, May 31

The great International Exhibition
came to the end of its brief but glori-
ous span of life yesterday, more's the
pity. Without doubt it was the greatest
aml grandest show of its kind that has
ever heen held. To do adegquate justice
to a tithe of the floral exhibitz to be
seent in the serie: of huze tents is
bevond my pen, and anything like an
aldequate review of the szhow would
occupy mare ¢olumnz than an ordinary
daily paper has at disposal,

The exhibition proved a wonderful
smueeess. in spite of  the  high prieces
charged for admizsion for the first few
days of ifs existenrve. ang it iz pleasant
to bearn that not only will those pat-
riotic and eunthusiastic horticuliurists
who contrilmted to the guaraniee fund
find their pocket: untouched. but that
the several charities comnected with the
lorticultural world in the United King-
dom will reap substantial benefit.

Another pleasant featnre of the zhow
was the fact that it proved bevond doubt
that the English horticulturists of to-
day can hold their own with ihose of any
nation on earth in almost every hranch
of this art, excepting only the purely

Toplcal, photo.
RANK AND FASHION AT THE GREAT INTERNATIONAL FLOWER BHOW.

Dwrothy Visconntess Cantelupe on the left.

Japunese art of plant dwarfing., That
there is nothing decadent about Briti<h
hortivalture was amply proved at the
Chelea  Show.  British  hortienlture,
indeed, never stood in suel a leadding
pusition as it does to- and  thouzh
scarcely a nursery or garden establish-
ment of any note in Furope was not
represented, the  British  exhibits held
their own in all directions. The exhibi-
tion was indeed a trinmph for the Qld
Country in every way,

A Wonder of Wonders.

The orchid tent afforded a sight that
will be indelibly fixed on the memory
af all who <aw it. Was there ever such
a collectinn gathered under one roof
before? T doubt it: aud these who
shonld know more about siwch things
than I declare that the worll has never
seen such a sight Dbefore, aml is not
likely to see its like again for a gevera-
tion.

The huge tent, mnearly a hundred
yards in length, contained thousands of
plants of every conceivable form and
eolouring. and worth collectively  pro-
bably half & million pounds. We heard
glowing reports beforehand eoncverning
the orchids to  be shown, but such
reports failed entirely to do justive to
the magnificence and splendeur of even
the first peep into the interior of the
orclhid tent., Tt was a feast of colour
almost too mueh. s0 to speak. far one
nieal.  To exiumine the individual proups
at all closely would have taken hours
on hours, hut the ordinary. visitor found
half an hour in the tent as much as he
ecould stand. The eves grew weary of
the acemingly endless succession of gor-
geously coloured floral freaks and won-
ders. and this, coupled with the effevts
of the warm, scent-laden atmosphsre,
produced im most people a very tirved
feeling in a short space of thme. Still,
it was worth travelling a long way o
see such displaya as those staged by
Sir Georee  Hoelford,
Rothschild. ®ir Jeremiah Coleman. and
such famous firms az Sander and Sons,
Cypher ang Sons, Charlesworth's, and
otlier noted orchid growers,

Rir George Holford's dizsplay of cattle-
vas and a maltipliety of varicties «of
dewdrebiums, eyinkidinms, and laelio-
cattleyas overhung with arching sprays
of golden yellow oncidinms against a
background of stately palms. wax a
sight alone worth a long journey. Rir
iferemiah  Coleman’s was. perhaps. an
even more wonderful displey, emlrazing
as it did a particularly splendid collec-
tion of the comparatively new race of
orchids known as odontiodas. One of
these plants, an edontiodn bralslewiae,
alone carried over one hundred flowers.

Ar Leopold de |

There were & nunber of par
Teantiful orchids in Sir Jere
lew i Tt the 1Y
splendid

and
was perhap 1he
of mduntogloa-
%, and cattleyas

ety
u~al sea
king of all.
suns, miltoni

39

fronn huge tree
Ao alelicate in
v Dl to be shawh
unmler 1w es. O the latter po leas
than 30 distinet apeeies i varietivs
were showm whilst of the Stag's Horn
fene saperb  specimens ‘tirs of

Isnza fern worth growin
ferns to tiny tilmy fer
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SIR AIRTHUR WALSIH AND TIIE DM

Y BLBAUFORT AT T

NATHIXAL SITOW,

sampthing
judges wave Nir

in almost endless variety v
to marvel at: bnt )

George Holiord the King's Cup for the
VBest exhibit ia the show.

Une wondorful plant shown by Mr
Harsy BDixon. was a ~pedimen of the

ratochitnm}

spiler orchid (om

which has four tloriferous erey-
ing no less than 320 How Among
Moessrs Mansell and Hateher nd vol-

c dine ]nl-m =
seventest

Toutinm were Lwy prtianlar
of vanda teres, each carry
spikes,

The Liggest display of all wax Mossrs
Sander's, which oceupicd s thous il
sqrave Feet il l‘l‘lltllilll‘i‘lﬂlll](\-‘t vy
known speeies of orehid Inenltivatio
stigrel 0 a0 nutsteriy manner. Lhe spe-
cial Teature of this tyaly remarkable ex-
as, perhaps. the andd glorious

of miltonia vexillavia  Kmpress
- & emsplelanits (iv  with
Lirge deep pink-colonred flowers.

Awmnng ihe orchids were many
remarkalle for weirdness than beauty.

ml others, awain, showing flawers =0
minute that only the closest inspeetion

14

nITe

gave one any idea of their trae form
and eolouring. Two planta that Toused
mucll anmsed  mterest were nmasdiallia

xipheres. whivh has a sensitive lip which
gives a jump soan after _ln-n]g tfnu'hm'l:
and the peentior B lobbii, with its ever
wmoving Yp. This is sonetiings cifled the
ehuly orehid” for a reasen Tairly obyvieus.
But of weird aml wonderful forms in
orchid erowth there were lnnnlr_mh ol
apeciiens. iy eompion ersent. inaleenl,
the most worderiut <ight of a o<t won-
derfn! exhivition was thy orebid tent,

STt nost people it was o relief o
Teave this inimitable dispiay of cvlowr
ansd Eurm il take a turn

Among the Feruns,

In ite way the alispliey of ferns was
abmost s wondeefnl s the orchid ex-
Nihits, though, of cowrvse. Jacking the
diversity of eotoie whivh bewildered the
eye in “the latter depurtment.  In the
madter of forne however, the ferns were
jedl. wnd th soft il
e me w< a gradeind awd
r optieal vefresliment after the
= of the orehid e, One of
alide collertions was 1h
Mav atnd Sors, ovenpving 230 xupe
fert of space i embracing every g

Davallin. Polypnling
sntmms, Osimumdiag,
they staged seores,  Egqually faseinatime
wits  the wanderful sllection of exntic
ferns shown by Messr=. Veiteh, and the
compreliensive exhibit of hardy ferns by
Amas Perev, whilst po Jover of sluule
loving plantz could pass by the golid andd
silver ferns (] amnus}, and the
climbing ferns s coeal ferns srawed by
: West Rromwich.
amony e n exhibits was
worthy novelty <howy by M. Manla, of
New dersey, mamely. Polypodinm Man-
adatntn, which has b some Fronds
from xix to =even feet o

Bleehnums, li-
Jus, Plalyeeriums,

son's, of

Six Acres of Rock Garden.

The rock-warndens cover several aeres,
amd one reflects that surely every tower
that over flourished in any roc
i the wniverse his jts represen
Dere. W5 s it-elf in mindature

over ferns thet bemd te vach

then raise their deaves for an-

ur it Tipples cagerly ovey prey
stones. ar Lzl <k Bbed Full
of Alowering  treasures, or lyipge st

refieets the delivate hmes of the Totus, of
estic white Jikies, purple amd yellow
ar  perhaps madest  forget-wne-not
s o its banks, or the volour of

arowi

the Dright fish thshing their - beanty
gaily. Fhat the whule thing i< waade up
for a few days, thal all the poppies,

ndies,
Tilies,

tulips, lupins, orchids, azbeas
Clenatis,  sphoa, 1he bionbos,

seem to Jesser mortalss as to the
ad Quern, st tremerdons pity, sl 1
be—an marvellous the pow u royal
whisper—-already a nwvement afootl to
tey amd arvange that they be made per-
e neies,

Talisputably  the greatest foatare of
this puetion of the =how was  Miessra,
1

Wallave™ exhibit, a masterdy esneeption
carri ot in oo masterly manner.
ony PR T oot

n i matnral v Detween  Arees,
Thexein hus lwen rock ol
wrler

]
all< aawd the Jike. It was a proeat
ol work splendiddy sonceivil wml
g outl. Flhe msmber amd variety
of plants employed 1o furni-l this ideal




