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Flowers of the World.

The Great International Show.

The King and Queen Preseni — New Zealand Awards.

HE greatest Flower Show ever held
in the world was apened at (hel-
sea, Lomdon, on May 22ud, the

stte covering no  less than 27
acres, inclweding  the Ranleigh Gar-

dens and Terraces, which were tempor-
arily ¢losed to the public.  The huge
terts alone covered 10 acres,  Hpecial
tenta, measuring L40ft x 45ft, were al-
lotted to the Dutoh, French and Relgian
exhibits. In another tent ‘there were
fine exhibits from Canada, Japan, Aus-
tralia and New Zealand, Orchids, ferns,
and a large number of greenhouwse planis
were entered from Amervica, The prin-
cipal dent covered a spave of three anl
a-half acres—the largest plant tent ever
crected. Ample gangways were designed
to give standing accommodaiion to GARX)
people,  Tu this tent were housed the
principal groups of roses, azaleas, rhodo-

dlendrons, ferts, stove amd  greenhounse
Howers.
Notwithstanding the high charges

made duxing the first two days (£3 anl
£1) for admission, the show was at-
tended ‘hy several thousands from every
part of (ireat Britain and the Continent.
The King and Queen visited the show
early in the morning. The ** Daily Mail”
in its report, says: ©~ Anyone who visited
the show, especially in those delightinl
morning hours when the voyal party
sauntered in frank enjoyment abont the
gorgeols  avenuea aml  corridors  and
puvilions and open gardens, may well
have felf that he hal returned to the ag:
of “the goklen prime’ amd °the spa-
cious days of gnod Haroun Al Raschid)
as painted Ly Tennyson. No oune, cer-
tainly no gavdener, has ever dreamed of
anything like it, in specific rarity, in cosi-
liness, in general magnificence, in scenic
arrangement.

*But even the ample splendeur did
not impress those who made the tour of
the fairyland more than the generous
and thoughtful comments of the royal
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visitors. The King, especially, asked :f
there were no way of keeping permanent
the out-of-door fairylaml, the six acres
Taid out in rock and water gardens; amd
his impromptu suggestion has already
Treen translated into a definite proposal,
It was a happy concidence that the
Queen ejaculated as she came into Enll
view of this feat of landacape gardening,
‘Whitt a pity it eannot be kept.,

Unrehearsed Exeursions.
the

1in, in visiting Canadiaa

pavilien, of which almest the whole wasz
giv up to great bowls of  preserved

frait, the King was the first to point ont
the economic importance of such fruit
preservation if  scientifieally achieved.
When standing before Sir George Hol-
ford’s bank of orchids—each tlower a
poen, the wlhole a thing to dwarf the
hanging gnrdens of Babylon, as one of the
world's seven Wonders—the Queews first
thought was of the number of people
who would erowd to see it, and the hope
that they would not be too erowded to
see it az it should Le seen. :

“The royal party spent the better part -

ef two hours in exploring the wonder
and the whole jtinerary was of peculiar
interest and charm, It  woald take
wany ecolumng to deseribe even the spe-
cial Howers to which attention was
divected by the guiles or the personal in-
terest of the King and Queen.
aiting the royal party was itself
preturesque occasion.  ¥ir George Hol-
ford Dlushed with pleasure when the
Duke of Purtland ¢ame up and informeld
himv that he had won the King’s Cup for
the best exhibit in the show. The duke
Tmstened to hoast with pride in the ex-
traerdinary series of successes hy  lis
gavdener.  One of his few ilefeats was at
the hands of the King, *We were just
defeated,” hie said, * by a letter climate
aml & bunch of grapes’; amd his gardener
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afterwards explained to the Queen with
a judicial and odest air that certainly
the  Windsor smneh

were

atronger, It w i neighbunring
stamd that the King ealled up one of

the conductors 1o show Lim. as he sald,
with a lTaugh, & model of a Prris break-
fast. T model was a bunel of tiny
rialishes.”

Tmprompin Fruit Meals,

At half-past eleven a babel of foreizm
tongues ceased. A emmplete  corps of
foreign ambassadors had assembled, and
the first event of the day was the pre-
=entation to the Wing and Queen of a
number of distinguished horticolturista,
With very little delay the tour proceeded

througl  the fereign sections. 1o the
French tent M, Philip  Vilmorin,- the

JAPANESE GARDEN AT THETSTER-

KING'S CTis
Far the most meritorious coutribntien te the Exhibition.
1oltord, K.C.VAL, C.LE

Waon by Rir fiverge

greatest hybridiser in the world, was
presented;  and  with as mnee conrage
ad eomimon  sense, instead of showing
rarities podnted ont how much conld be

dove with siech simpde llowers aa the
stork and nasturtion. Botle here and
i the Belgian  exbibit market vy
produce toak o prominent ple At
the  entrance to the Duleh  oxhibit,

whicl i a garden of colessal and most
comely 1il howls, the émeen was pre-
senied with a bowguet of n new lilae
of the faintest wanve tint. Even when
the journey had proceedel =0 far all

the adjectives had  heen exhansted:
“Wundersehon”  <plendide,”*  “neignifis
cent,”" and the rests and the sucerssive
avenies of greater glovies  were  too
murh 1o absorh.

Perliaps the most  pictiresque  seone
wis during a halt v ow pergola walk
lelunging to M Leopald de Rolhischihl,
The pergoln plants were cherries and
grapes ol s Aw dmpromptu, it

seemed an al e, Cfenit funely”
held,  in which the il

Jnined. Evervone decln tha
thing miore aleiizhiinl than (he
it would I inpossible 1o jmapi
i vitrfety Coas D
green axoa tree wis et ey
the Queen, Soesrricd o
Princess Xla T was rep
fhamgh in more peripatelic manm
fore the exhibit i Laxton’s  straw-
L v wl the befter pavl of the
company feasted on CKi Ueorge, an
improvied vanelty of Royal Severcign.”

"

King George Gloxinia.
Amonz other Bowers At papesially
inferested the Itoyal parly wore:—

A King Georme gloxivia, which My, Sut-
tun pointed ont te the King,

A Novfolk Bl pine, with white tipa,

vons purple stalice, shown by

. uf Ul nhaon.

Tausemlalen Tose, 1 werping

O, ol 'nthnsh’s,

A purple carnaiien, Mikade, of Fneel.
[UHITEEN
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A rich dark-red Odontinde orehid of
Sunler'sg alomt the colone of which
the King askead several question.,

Tial prenligy of  quaindt growth, the
oz Chidensis, supposed 1o floswer
sree i 10 years, bl e the King
oxplainel, e much vflener,

Thee thi awarding
in Nir G Veitel,
amed M « hlda,

<t exhibit in
a sl every thing
nnd enstlinesd, ol they

serowi, e improvement
of the orehid is donbtless (he vrow ning
marvel of tlower cultore,

which w
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