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The Week in Review.

The Shackles of Fendalism.

FTER the customary ejection of
~ a few auffrageites, Mr, Lioyl
George addressed a crowdwl
meeting at Woodford on tha
benefits of the Natioma! Insurance Act.
fin the course of his speecl he aaid that
irs great task before British democracy
was to free the country from the shack-
les of feudalizm. Ile deseribed the In-
surance Act as a beginging, bui only a
beginning. The Chancellor did not say
tracy what 1le next atep was to be,
bul ramonr haa it that ke coniemplates
legishatiom om the kmes of bis namesake,
Henry George. Tie insmrance Act was
o1 its mtroduction Mailad with approval
by ®oth Uniomicts ond Liberals The
main objections since have beem sgaivst
centain details. With bhe primciplea
the measure both parties mre stifl in
agreement. Bub it is felt thal as it
stands the Aot only touches the Frings
af poverly and makes litthe or mo pro-
wisiom for the very poor. Une may par-
don the phrase “shacklea of fendsliom™
#3 being only a piece of riveloric, but a
little more delail as to wiut i» to ba
dona im the future would bawve boen
welcomre, |
: [C I
The Distribmtlon and Creatiom of
Wealth.

The danger of s0 muck of what paases
for peogressive legislation im thesg days
lies in the Jact that W i towmded om n
nijse tion 23 to dha irse rwelatiom
of capital 1o labour. Ti is wrged again
and ezain that you cam do mway wilh
yoverty by the simple process of takiny
irom the rich and girmg to the poor.
‘At hest any relicf brought aboat by this
ticthod = only be of a temporary ma-
iu.re. To srt clasa azainst elwsa moy
Fain notoriety and evem popularity, hat
it cam never bring about induatrist peace.
Nor ean wealth be oremted by aor re
distribution of existing wealth.  ov-
¢Tiy can ouoly be cured by the creation
of more wealth, This can best e dona
by bringivg about a Vetter understamd-
fng betweem employers and employees.
The real gtatesman is he who ean best
Gevise a way fo bring this ebowt. In-
Furarce Acts and Budge's can never
B2 to Lthe root of the malter, They ean
ul}:hte but caooot cuve the unrest of
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Edueation amd Labour.

Blr. ¥I, (i Wells and Lord Hoberk Gee?
8re bolh agreed that labour as a purely
¥age-earming class, without & more.di-
Teck partnership in the conduct and ve-
bults of business, will diszppear, What
L o take its place? To mnawer tuis it
ls mecesaary that we should clearly grasp

be meaning of the labour movement.
Poptlar education has wltered the whols
Tentality of the working dasses and
Fiven them hicher aims, It has alsd>

'fen the worker a mew sense of dig-

ity, Ta New Zealand, st any rate, tho

mployer and employed mre on the same
Jevel in mapt coses in the matter of edu-
tion. The worker no longer feels that
Be s the luferior of his employer In thia
fespect, Me has also ceased to feel any
*ense of oblipntion. The worker given
his work In retum for s wage, and ha
{‘dl ho more Indebted fo his employer
has B does Lo his buteher or baker for
iving meat or bread in exchanza for
be cash equivalent of babour. The em-

loyer has tenned to be a superior being.

The Alm of Imdustry.

This oushé to bring aboat s greater
&=nse of co-operation bebiween capital
and labour. In all esseniial vespeclts the
workers bave become the social eqrald
of dheir masters. The worker apeaks as
good English, ia a3 well read, haa as good
manhers aa the employer, Sometimes
‘ha 1s the superior in this respect. It
has ihua become poasible to introdues
& new spiril into industrial questions,
aond the erployer ean be the real friead
of the worker and inculeate a spiric of
eaprit de corps. They are boh united
in & came higher tham themaelves,
mamely, supplying the wanls of the
world and isercuaing the sum 4otal of
human happiness and weslth, Indus-
try s mot the mere accomulation of
wealtk, bat it b3 the wrion of mankinl
in the aitempl to provide cheaply and
eficiently for the wants of mankind.
This fs one of Lhe moblest oceupations in
which men can be engaged The high-
ezt profactive energy w only to be
derived from a spirit which reallsea ths
eseenlial dignity of all work that ad:ds
to the comfort and happiness of the
comrauniy.
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Co-partncrship.

Artaal enmicy between elass amd class
meand ewnomie waste atul lessems the
wealth of the world. Dlers legisiation
€am pever infuze a right apivit. Ethics
eanaot be divorewd from economies. This
' the truth which Ruskin saw Jung
ago in Bashes of gemivs which gave him
# deeper insight tham the elnsaival
ecommmists mto the aprings of human
azbivity. If ia abandantly phkin thatf no
mere sdjnstment of wages ov hours of
work caa permanently satis{y the as-
pirations of labour. Swme form of co-
operalion is demanded, either the com-
puolsory collectiviom of Sovialism or vol-
uolary co-partaership.  The Tormst
meana revolotion, the lutter means pro-
gress.  The ditficalties of co-partaershp
are diffirulties of detail, and both wis-
dom and Busincss ability are meeded to
devise some meams of overcoming diffi-
cultica that are far from being imsuper-
able. The Bencfits of co-partnership
lave been proved beyond question. It
has bridged the fatal separaiion between
emploper and employed, it has estab-
listred community of interest, and it haa
added dignity to labour. On these lines
the “shackles of fewlalism™ may hs
shaken off, but if BIr. Lloyd (eorge
means by this somewhat ambguous
phrase that he 9 merely intending to
devise further meana for enriching ths
poor by despoiling the rich, them thers
3 teason to fear that he may iolewaify
and #ot reduce class aatagonism, and by
80 dolng impair induatrial efficiency am:d
thus lessen oulput and diminish the

-actual wealth of the comtry.
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Saffragstte Tacties. T

We bave received a lirye pomber of
olippings from Fngtish newspapers deal-
{ng with the subject of women's Iran-
chize, and the senler has added & mole
to say that it ia mo wonler that win-
dows are smashed when w0 many in-
fquities are going on, and are encouraged
by the opponents of vroles for women.
':[{e logic of the note Iz not apparent.
Many of Lhe extracls draw atlention to
nndoubled evils, auch as the white slave
traflio and the underpaiéd ladour of
women, and suggestions mre made that
thess evilsa might be remeadied by extend-
ing the franchire fo wamen. Let ua
grant for the moment that ihe tonten-
tton 1a true, and thal the votes of wo-

menn would remedy some exisling evils.
How i & joal cause nasisied by ilegal
methodst The clergy might argue that
ihe cxuse of religion was a just cause.
Would they sasisi the furiherance of
iheir ramse by smashing the windows of
unoffending tradespeoplet Bi Paul be-
lieved that the spread of the goapel was
& greal cause, and one making for the
amelioration of maekind. Would be
have bettered his cause by violently
assaulting hia opponentst Hurely the
contrary 8 the case. The better the
cause the less meed for resort o acts
of violence. The maxim of the O
Bailey was that il was only when you
had no ease that you ought Lo abose
ibe attorney for the other side,

- -

The Law and the Cause.

It i those who have the most sym-
palhy with the canse of womeun's fran-
chise who most regrel the leclics por-
aued by the saffragettes.. The window
smashing incideni: and the sssaulis on
members of FParliament have pni back
the cause several degrees. The plain
Jogic of the case is thai no political
views can be mude an excus for com-
mitiimg an offence against the law when
that offence has no bearing on the aaid
potitical wiews, For instance: Many'
people think that prohibition makes for
national righteousness. Are they, there-
fore, justifed in breaking the windowa of
a jewelier's shop in order to draw altem-
tion to their views on the liquor qwes-
tiont 1IF so, there b mothing to prevent
# man commilling a burglary in order
$o draw attention to his views on com-
pulsory vaceination. . The iwo Lhings
wland on all foura. Al the lime of the
Reform Bill the Bristol mob looted the
houses of private citizens o call atten.
tior to Lhe injustice of fhe electoral
aystem. They burnt several houses and
destroyed a large amouni of property.
Yet, when the ringleaders were langed,
people felt that they had been jusiiy
paniabed for offences against the law.
In no civilised country could the govern-
ment Of {he conniry be carried on for a
avoment if b wag conceded that politieal
:}m excused crimes of every deserip-

ion. .
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Prison Treatment of Women.

For look ai it in this light. The sal-
fragelies have, in many inslances, housex
of their own. Wonld they like their
windows smashed and their persons aa-
saulted by people who held strang viewa

.on vegelartaniam, or the evacuation of

the Mediterranean, or even Home Rule?

“tion were fulilled.

Il nof. why do they smash the windome
ol other prople? The window smashers
were ponished for the witiul destruction
of properiy, not for any political viewa.
Some of the exiracls forwarded dead
wiih the quesiion of the treatment of
the suffrageiies in prison. Thia is a
different matter. I the secounis are
true, it cerlainly seema that there was
undue deverity shown in  some casea
Teople imprisoned for breaking windowe
ought to be ireated on exaeily the same
fooling, whether they believe in woemen's
&uffrage or not. Their beliel or diabeliel
in any political question ought not fo
affect their trealment in gaol. af it is
true that iley are subjected io exirn
punishment on acvount of iheir views
on ihe framchise, then the malker ought
to be looked into. The liw exiels for
Lhe protestiom of lile and property, mat
for the punishment of thoze who hold
certain views om differenl pulilical quen
tiona -
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Mackenxde Ministry Defeated.

Narrowly escaping disasfer at the
polls lasl’ November and averting defeat
by a dare vute or txo in Parlismeat
during the short session in Fcbruary,
the Liberal administration, wlh a prac
Ceally uabed Cabinet, came to grief
lask week. The downiall was not alto-
gethey wnexpected. The two dayminating
parties were of even mumerial & rength,
and the silvalion, without asticipating
defections from either side, was con-
irclled by the Independent and Laboar
membera. 1t wae a matier of rommon
gossip, bowewver, that the dstrfution of
portiviies vy the Hon T. Mackenae had
cansed deep disappointment and some
dizsension m ihe ramka of the Liberal
fullowing, and that as a resul. the con-
imuous admivislration was certain of
a reverse, The pradictiona im thia diree-
The Hon. J. A. Mil-
Jar, Mr. Vernon Deed, and Mr. B M.
Clarke, elected aa Uavernment support-
ers, ranged themselvea an the side of
the Opposition, along with the two Ia-
dependonls, Mesars, 1. U Coatea and
T. W, Rthodes. The Hun. Roderick Mec-
XKengie, ex-Minister for Public Works,
who made a bilter atiark on the Gov-
ermment during the cloiing srenvs, re.
frained from recording hin vole. Thuas
an Adminstration that baa been eon-
dimeously in power fur some Lwenty-two
yexrs and has beem mucermiively led by
ihe jate Hon, Johin Ballance, and Haa.
Richard Saldon, by Sir William Hall-
Jonea, Sir Joteph Ward, and the Hon.
T. Mackenzie, haa al ladt Loppled anl
been succeeded by Mr. Masaey and  hir
rupporters.
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