
labour «eem light when attending to its

wants, and go enables the worker to

benefit both in mind and body. Bacon
tells us that “gardening is the purest
©f all human pleasures, and a great
solace to the heart of man.” That

being so, in a general sense, there can

be no doubt; but it is only the true en-

thusiast who can fully appreciate the

meaning of these noble words. It may
now be profitable to say a few words
about some of the enthusiasts I have

known intimately, omitting names in

case some of my friends might object
to publicity, as the truly modest very
often do.

The first on my list was a show

dahlia enthusiast. It was while I was

at school (alas! a long time ago now)

that I knew “Jeems.” He was beadle

of the Parish Church, and a pawky,

humorous body. His dahlias were his

pride, and certainly finer .blooms of the

show and fancy sections I have never

seen. His garden was no great size, but

he managed to find room for some

three dozen of his favourites. I re-

member one year poor “Jeems" met

with a sad “mischanter.” His plants
were growing well, but a neighbouring
farmer was using some kind of artificial

manure for his turnips, and “Jeems,”

thinking to improve matters, took a

pail and helped himself to a generous

quantity of this material wherewith to

treat his favourites. Making a little

trench round each plant, he scattered

an a good handful to each, and then

well watered it in. In a day or two

the fine, promising dahlias were all

withered and ruined for the season, and
“Jeems” was in despair. However, it

weaned him from experimenting with

stuff out of a “poke,” and the same

trouble never befell him again.

This inclination to be very good to

plants has often disastrous effects, just
such as poor “Jeems” had. Another
old fellow who grew very fine black

currants nearly killed his bushes out-

right by being too generous with fowl

manure. Before leaving dahlias, I should
mention the pompoms of an old friend
in the South of Scotland. For years
he had a perfect craze for this section;
and such plants as he could produce!
I have, seen them eight feet high, and

covered with beautifully perfect blooms.

Eventually he transferred his favours

to the cactus section, and did them

equally well. I know several auricula
enthusiasts, and the amount of labour

these men expend on these modest

flowers is simply wonderful. The bulk

of these men grow simply for the love
of the flower, but the pansy men are

nearly all exhibitors. It is astonishing
the hold the pansy cult can have on

its devotees, and the amount of time

and labour they will expend endeavour-

ing to beat a neighbour.

SWEET PEAS IN ROWS.

No. 1 shows how each plant must be

placed in rowsin zigzag lines as de-
noted by the small circles in Fig. 2.

The manner of applying manure is im-

portant. If the manure be simply dug
in in a narrow trench as shown at 2 in

Fig. 3, the plants will only thrive dur-

ing the early part of the summer; but

if it be well mixed with the soil gener-
ally over a space several feet wide, as

shown at No. 3, the plants will con-

tinue to make roots, strong shoots, and

produce flowers throughout the summer

months—if well fed and all flowers are

regularly gathered until the end of Sep-
tember.—Severn.

Vlf. 2. Fig. *-

SWEET PEA CULTURE ILLUSTRATED.

Plant Now
from YATES

Ornamental Trees

Flowering Shrubs

Hedge Plants

Climbing Plants

Etc. Etc.

Well rooted, clean and

healthy trees. Now ready
for transplanting.

CATALOGUE POSTED FREE.

Arthur Yates & Co.,
LIMITED,

SEEDSMEN AND GROWERS,

AUCKLAND.

FOR RELIABLE

FRUIT TREES, ROSES
SHRUBS, or HEDGE

PLANTS, Etc. Ek.

T.l,
S(.

«»»■

WORK
UNDERTAKEN.

, v Catalogues Free

Branch, Helenaaille,

Town Office, 27 Shortland
Street. Tel. 112,

SEEDS. PLANTS. TBEES.

ELCOMBE
The Seed Establishment,

Top of Symonds St.

AUCKLAND.

Phone 3571. Catalogues post free. ;

ENSURE A FINE

DISH-AY OF FLOWERS

FOR NEXT SEASON.

Many layers of a beautiful garden have
not the inclinatioa nor the time to raise
♦ heir Sowers from seed, to whom we say
let me supply

SEEDLINGS.

I have millions of plants, hoduding all
the finest and choicest varieties.

STRONG, KABDY PLANTS

♦hat ShonH, in order to ensure the beat
reanMo, be put la now.

Keo Catalogue Mow Beady.

G. J. MACKAY,
196, QUKKNKTKBKT, ABUKLAND.

Nursery: Gnebtusga.

TO SWEET PEA GROWERS.

Me Robert Sydenham's book, “AU, ABOUT

SWKET PEAS,” has been revised up to

date. The new edition for 1912 has arrived
iu Auckland. It describes erery variety,
and glees a moot useful list ot teo-mueh-
alike varieties, cultoral Instructions, how to

grow and how to exhibit them. The most

reliable book published. Price 1/, In leather

1/6, post tree.

■THAMPTALOUP & EDMISTON,
QUEEN ST., AUCKLAND.

ALLAN'S GOOD SEEDS!
SPECIAL OFFER OF

SWEET PEAS.

12 Packets Ileal Good Varieties, all uamed.
2/.

12 Packets Choice Varieties, all named, 3/.
12 Packets Exhibition Varieties, all named,

5/.
I have a few packets of novelties to

offer, via.:—Barbara, 2/; Walter P. Wright.
2/6; Juliet, 1/; Ixidy Knox, Od; Melba, 1/;
Red Star. 1/3; Cyril Unwin. 1/; Rosa belle,
1/; Mrs Cuthbertson, 9d; Lady Evelyn Eyre,

6d; Rainbow, 6d; Mrs lleslington, 9d; Pearl
Grey, 6<l; Queen Mary, 1/.

The following extra choice varieties are

offered at 6d a packet:—Charles Foster,
Mrs W. J. Unwin Elfrida Pearson, Earl
Spencer, Florence Nightingale, Nettie Jen-
kins, Stirling Stent. Thomas ' Stevenson,
etc. Post free. Cash with order.

I can supply almost every variety in com-
merce. ' Catalogues free.

E. ALLAN,
SWEET PEA SPECIALIST,
BUCKLAND, WAIKATO.

Over 30 years’ practical experience growing
Seeds.

ORCHIDS, BEAUTIFUL PALMS

AND CHOICE FERNS,
CLEAN CHRYSANTHEMUMS.

Every kind of Garden Work undertaken and

. carried out satisfactorily.

W. GLIDDON-RICHARDSON,
I’hone 1398. St. Stephen’s Ave., Parnell.

PEARSONS’

DAFFODILS
As large Growers of Daffodils we are able to offer them on

advantageous terms. Our stocks are absolutely true to name and

as free from “rogues” as it is possible to get them, We have sent

many new and rare Narcissi to the Southern Hemisphere, all of
which have given satisfaction.

SOME NOVELTIES PRICED FOR 1912
Capella, GiantLeedsii - . . . 15s. per bulb
Clara Butt

„ ....30s. do.
Distinction. Giant Incomp.- ... 20s. do.
Dorothy Pearson. Engleheartii ... 20s. do.
Dorothy Vernon. Giant Leedsii -

- -30s. do.
Elfrida Pearson. GiantLeedsii -

- -£9 9s. do.
Florence Pearson. Giant White Trumpet - £2 10s. do.
Heroine. Giant Form of Albatross . -£3 3s. do.
Hon. Mrs. FrancHin. Giant Leedsii - - /f 4 do.
King George. Giant Yellow Trumpet - / 9 do.
Lowdham Beauty. Giant Leedsii - -£2 10s. do.
Mrs. B. Farmer. White Trumpet - /2 2s. do.
Pearl of Kent. Largest White Trumpet -£8 Bs. do.
Romance. Giant Barri Conspic - ■ - . 30s. do.
Scarletta. Brilliant Red Cup ... 5s do .

Scarlet Eye. Intense Red Eye - - - 2s. 6d. do.

Vega. GiantLeedsii 20s. do.

POST FREE. CASH WITH ORDER.

J, R PEARSON & SONS, Lowdham, Notts., England

ROSES ROSES

Lippiatt for Roses
SELECT AND UP-TO-DATE. 200,000 IN VARIOUS STAGES.

The very finest and latest novelties both English and Foreign for 1912.
Those of 1911 reduced to half price including RAYON DOR, now 5/.
Prices of General Collection 1/ each, 10/ per dozen; extra strong selected
12/. Postage about 1/ per dozen. Also Peaches, Nectarines. Pears, Plums,

and Apples.
Catalogues free on application.

W. E. LIPPIATT
Otahuhu Nurseries, AUCKLAND
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