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Gixbornc Flourishimg.
ISLURNE appears to be Bavirg
pro<perovs timwa just now, ard
2 properties mre chanying hands
at advanced prives. Quarter
acre sections in the puhurbs arc realising
wp to £200. One builder,
threc years, hag orected over 70 housed,
many of whi h were sold belore the tim-
wer was on the gronnl. Thers is & keen
Iemaml for house property in the vicin-
y of the town, which is evidently on

the up grade jost now.

A Radical Change.

Tha Minister nr Fdication is anxious
Lo see sowme rudieal changes made in the

: i osyatem. lle wishes Lo se2e
ihe boys “demilittrised.” He told a Presa
represeniative that hz waa appused  to
military frills, gold tuce avd Houncca‘ror
poys of trndir yewrs. There was time
ennih for Lhe Tads to learn an elaboratz
millary systemm whon they joined the
senior eadets. He beliveed in chiracter
foraigtion, aml menial and phyzsieal de-
velipaent, the hoys te be kept under tha

conliol of the Wlueation Ilepartment.
“piitte fellowa in knickerboekers,” _h-c
Baicl, *lo not want a ot of military drilk

A uniform systeme of physieal enliure
and deep breathing i3 far bebter, and the
pirls, tua, can be developed on similar
Bes Hi+ idra ia to carry out the
physical exercizes inm corjuuction with
the seheme for medical inspeclion and
poniinze miniature ride range shooling.

Sowea ifiiScalties, .
Cabinet has aceepted an ofer for a

Llovk of land at Nelzon for the crection

of workers’ homes. “There in a lurge de-

maml fer homes in Nelson,” saul the
Minister for labour ta a P’ress repre-
sentative, “and Lhe sile Calinet haa de-

ciled npen will be capable of carrying
eimhtern to twenty dwelliags During
the lust Few days we have purchased
eeveral sites at laland Bay. In Welling-
ton the Deparlment is faced with many
difficultivs. 7The drawback here is that
the lund offeved is either not in a suit-
able place, or if it is the price ia out of
all reasgn, it being impassible to pay
high prices far land which is to be used
fnr workmens’ homes” Ninc homes are
being ereeted in Timare and eight in
Temuka, while negotiztions are being
carried out in regard to the mequisition
of lund for howmes at Franklin Junction.

The Qtira Tunnel.

The coniract time for the completion
of the Otira tunuel, the huge work that
will link up Canterbury and Westland
-{illustrated in & double-page in last
werh's “Uraphiy”) will be up in a few
manthy' time, but ihe contractors are
barely half-way through yet. They were
delaye fur nearly a year in procuring
machinery and plant. The chief trouble,
however, has been the searcity of labour
offering for the work. Practieally all
the time only about half the number ol
men that Lhe coeniractors could have em-
ployed bave been procurable. No idea
can he given when the contract will be
finished. I the praper labour could be-
eblained it would not take very long to
fini~h the job.

Handy Telephones.

Thue Hon, I, G, Ell, Posimaster-Gen
eral, told a repurter that in regard o
tlie cities it in emarntial that telephones,
if they are tu be of Lthe greateat service,
should Be installed in placen whera they
i Le readily availed aof by the poblic.
"1 have had plans af ‘eall cabnets’ pre-
paree,” he . "and in about a fort-
nirht’s time three af these wil! be in-
st ulled as mi experiment in Chiiaichurch,
Thena ‘call cabinets’ will eontain stot ma-
vhinew, and will he open Lo tha publie
wlib amd day, 1f the Chriatchureh ex-
prrinent provea 4 suecads the aystem will
ke eatewded to otlier placer, and I am
rinvinesl that the departure will prove
& preat boom {o the puhlw.”

Incidental,

A frmale toacher whose appointment
fa a achiool in the Martborough Sounds
was approved hy the Filucation Baand
lant week is a full-blooded Maori.

Mr Cuwildie, Chicf Dalry Commisnianer,
said the apocial featire of the Taranaki
Winler Shuw was ibe level qualily of

in the liat’

the butter.
fact that pasteurisation hus now becouta
80 peneral in Toramaki

Al tbe annual meeting of the BN.Z.,
the chairman drew atteotiom to the
prospect of an’ early opaning up of larga
aress of native lands, amd added that it
was to the undeveloped and ouzetiled
portinn of the North Jaland that we
muat lock in the near toture for any
large expansion in the export trade of
the Duminion,

AvchIand as the Naval Base.

Auckland has heen gefiniteiy fixad
uncn ns the site of the rew naval base,
neevssitated hy the removal of the centre
of aifairs fioin Sydney, fellowing on
the establishwent of the Acsiralian
navy. The ships to he stitioned in
New Zealand will be all new, and are
nosw being conastructed &t Home. ‘lhevo
will be two erniaers of ihe Bristol type
—~-4.800 tona. 22,000 horse power, speed
25 kuots—threa destroyers, and twoe
submarines, the last-mentioncd being
quite new fa this part of thz world.
will ditfer from those
in ths Austra navy, in the fuck
ihat they will earry coal only, whereas
ithe Anstralian boafzs will earry oil as
well. The sub:srines will burn petrod,
and sub-bases for the storage of th's
fuel will probably be located at Welling-
ton and Port Chalmers or Dunedin.
The fleet will be known aa the New
Zealand Division of the China Squadron,
and the officer in command will pro-
bably be a Commodore—but this and
olher siwilar points are matters of
detail. "As an indication of what ihx
change will mean to New Zealand [rem
a business- poing  of view, il may he
meuntioned that the fleet represents be-
iween 11,060 and 12000 cfficers and
men, who will be stationed in New Zea-
land watera always, so that, although
the aumber of ships will be less than
that which composed the old Australian
Squadron, ihe chenze means a decided
permanent increase for New Zrealand.

The arrival of the division next April
will have additional eclat lenk to it by
ihe fart that the New Zealand, the
Dreadnought presenfed to the Mother-
land by the Duominion, will alse arrive
at the same timo, on her viait ta the
people who presented her, before she
tukes her place with the fleet to which
she has been appointed in Home waters.

In reference to the shore equipment
in connection with the establishment of
the base, ne details are ab present avail-
able, as this and other matters are points
upon which Captain Rolleston has come
#crose the Tasman Sea to report upon,
but the share buildinga will prebably be
on a fairly extensive seale. At any rate,
the Admiralty reserve near the Calliope
deck gives ample room- for all the pos-
sible requirements of hoth the ships
and men. There was a gomd deal of talk
aboat the need ol an Admiralty liouss
in view of the new bhase, but it ia pro-
bable that no sush . residenca will be
necensary, at least ow mvothing like 3o
generous a scale as the manx-on it Fawily
Ylage, which was erecten] for the admizal
who pever arrived.

‘The desiroyers

Magistratcs and Laws.

A mew Supreme Courthouse i Mas-
tertan waa opened ltast week by the
lion, J. A, Danan, Minister for Justice,
in the presence of a large gatherimy,
Addresses were given by ihe Minister,
Mr. Q. R. Sykes, M., Mr. L. (3. Reid,
H.M., the Mayor (Mr J. M, Coradine]. In
the eourse of his aspeech, Mr. Hanan
stated that ihe best braina of the
eountry wera required for the nragis-
teriul beneh; ond to mecure these higher
silaricd would huve te be paid. The
niater wag afterwards entertained at
luncheon by representatives of the legal
profeasion, amd in  reaponding to the
toast of liid Liealth, ho mid that amend-
ments of (he Campanies, Dankruptey,
and Copyright A.ta. wers tequired *o
bring them iuto line wilth the Enegliah
laws, Romcthing should slzo be done
te ay-imilate tha lnws of New Zealand
with those of Ausiralia.

. Parliamentary.

Minjaters and menrbars of Parliamens
ars adsembling in Wellingbon fog tho
opaning of ilia session, whichk takea place
o* Thuraday aflurnosn, The Prime
Minister aad Lia colluagues have ex-

This he atiribafed to the

" we have three,
. we mny soon have half-a-dozen.
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pressed ihemszelves oonfident as to the
golidurity of the Liberal-Labour party,
zad Mr. Massey and members of tha
Opposition iusist that they will present
ah vven more compact body tham ui tha
prorogation last jear, The question at the
sirength of part.es will not be. long in
doubt, as it i Mr. Massey's inteulion
to seize the firat opportunity of moving a
voie of no conlidence in the Government
The Premier and other Ministers have
been enthusinsiically received through-
aut their norihern tours and, generully
speaking, have created a most favour-
able impresaion, especially in the eoun-
try districts,

Abortive.

The conferemce arranged betweca the
Federation of Lubour and the Mine Uwu-
crs’ Association Lo d.scuss the Waihi and
Leefton strike ended, a8 was anticipatel,
without any advanre towarda setilement
of either dispute. Aa a preliminary to
discussion of any terms the mine gwners
represcntatives insisted that any sebile-
ment should be he!d to be as binding a8
am gward of the Arbitration Court, anl
any breach thereof aubject La the pen-
aities provided under the Arbivration
Art. The Federation -epresentatives pro-
tested and finally declined to give any
suth undertaking. Mr, Semple, befora
rctiting, said that the employera had
thrown down the gauntlat and the fed-
eration would take it up and make a
bitter fizht to the end. Mr. Rhodes® anly
rumark was: “Very well, We will lezve
it at that” At a mass meeting of unioa-
ists held subsequently the delegatea pro-
fented fheir report. Mr. Semple stated
that the question of a general strike ov
eontinuing a esectional atrike at Waihi
woulit be considered by the executive,
but it is Zenerally understeod that.there
in at present no intention of extendingr
the . gperation of the strike. Tt ap-
pears  that the amount eontributel
through the federation strike levy is
lesa than was expected, and strike pay
origizally fixed has been reduced. Thera
is no new developments in eonnection
with the Reefton sirike. The trouble at
the Hikurangi veal mines, which was af
a trifling character, wns settled at a
ennlerence  between delegates of  the
miners and the directors of the company,
and work ie going on as usual, :

Arkitration Court and Farmers.

Ab a meeting of {he exerutive of Lhe
Auckland branch of the Farmers’ Union
held on Thursday aeveral members ex-
pressed the opinion that farmers should
have representation om the Arbitration
Court, inasmueh aa they were affected
by awards which increased wages in vari-
ous trades. It was urged by other speak-
era that it had hitherto been ihe policy
of the farming community to kecp aloof
from the Arbitration Court, and that it
would he unwise far the union to in any
way bring itself within the aeope of the
Act. A resolulion was passed affirminy
the desirability of farmers aod others
similarly interesied having representa-
tion on the Arbitration Canre,

New Freexing Warks,

A happening of considerable imporr-
ance £ook place at Whangarei en Wal-
nesday, when the large freezing works
Tecently built by the Whangarei Freez-
ing Company, Limited;, wera officially

. opened. It is felt in Whangarei that thae

freezing worka will provide an cutlet in
the frozen meat trade for that large
northern diatrict, which haa hitherts
been without any facility of a like char-
acter. The Shaw-8avilt sfeamer Kumara
loads ithe firsf eargo of meal ment from
the new works,

_The Cast of Living.

The Cogt of Living Commission has not
‘n far revealed anything very startling
“he evidenee for the most part goes to
thow that there is & very considerable
prafit going to somebody in nearly all the
neersseries of life. The eonsumer zppar-

_#ntly pays about a Nundred per cent.

mare than the gneds eort to make, but

“tach persom enncerned im the distribufion
“uf thete goods Tays the biame on the

ether fellow. Bome witnensca neemed to
think that we were altogether tao loxori-

“cus, gnd one witness thaught we used toa
‘Tiuch hot water,
" hixuricua ar not, thers can de mo doubt

But whether we ara

taat the cost of the necessarics of exist-
ence has gone up fully 80 per cont. dur-
ing the last few years, and it secma
likely that the cost of Royal Commina-
sions will go up still more, At present
Il the increase econtinues,
Their
cxiatence may throw some light en the

. inuch vexed gueaiion of the eost of Fiv-
_ing, meeing that we have to

pay prett
dearly for them, 4 . ¥

Arts and Crafts Club.

The mewly-form.w .u.w.inad Arts snd
Crafts Club was encouragiugly inaugur-
ated on Fricay evening at the rooms in
the Artists’ Flats, Palmerston Buildings,
ubout two hundred people being presenk
by invitation. The president (Mr. R. A
Armstrong), the secretary (Mr. E. Waw
per}, and the sommittee and other offi-
cials looked after their guests admirably.

In the course of some inieresting re-
marks explaining their aimp and objects,
ihe president zaid the club had inawger-
ated 2 movement that might be of benefit
ta the whale Dominion, and he empha
sised the fact that it embraced all forma
of art. There must be & econstant crea-
tion of vacancies in the ranks of artiats,
ard it would only be by making praeti-
cal the following of art and providing at
lcast a deeent living for art workers that
we could hope for a future generation of
artists. Commerce and industry almost
completely occupied the public mind, bub
iy the application of ita highest prin-
ciplea - te craft productiona art would
sradually insinuate itself info the daily
livea of the peopls, nplifting and refining
the public taste. Mr Armatrong urged
memhers to endeavonr to extend the
riembership of the club. .

Heveral of the studios on the {lat wera
thrown open, and there wuas alss in an
adjnining room 8 very fine eollection of
work by the members of the elub.
Sketehes in oil and water-coelour, model-
ling, etchings, phetographs, the more
artistic processes, stencil work, jewellery,
eartoons, blaex and white work, architee-
iural drawings, stained glass, ete., were
jnepected with much intesest, and maost
favourably commented wupem by the
guesta, lluring the evening songs were
rendered by Miss McLean and Mr Barry
Coney, and Mr L. Apraham gave o musi-
al monolsgue, .

Elephants in Siam,

It be estimated that there are 3,000
domestieated elophants in Siam; but
there is a fear that the elephant ® akow-
ing a tendency to disappear, The gprice,
&0 we learn from a French source, is
£3500 for a male and £3¢0 for a female.
fhe animal, an adult at twenty-five, i
nat in full vigor until ten years later,
and the longevity of the elephant in well
knawn, The capture of the wild elephant
is both daagerous and eostly. Elephant
hunting is under the control of the State,
which imposzes a duty of £30 on each
animal taken. According to an official
return the value of ivory exported from
Riam last year was £4400

~ - THE TURAET.
FIRST-CLASS ACCOMMODATION FOR
TOURISTS AND) PERMANENTS.
Epacious Gronnds. Teonis Laws, EBeautlfu)
Rituntion. Tofty Hoowme.

10, PARK-AVENUL, near DOMAIN,
Three minutes grrosa Gralton Bridge 1o ear,
"Phone 2242,

Mrs CAMERON yate of Naplerh

_“SHERWOOD TOWER.”

(A MODWMHN NUOHRBING IHOMB FOR
MATERNITY UCAFESR,
STANMORE-ROAD, GREXY L¥NN,
Conntey Fatlents  speclally eaterrd for
Frery posaible convenienre and heme cowm-

fort, Moderate terms. Write
NURSE FLEWELLYN,
Sherwood Tower Numing Houne, Rtanwmere-
road, Grey Lynn., ‘Phone 2702

“TE RUNANGA,”
UP-TQ-DATE TEA ROOMI
TAKAPUNA BEACIH
(At the Eund of lhe Stramd)

Tartics  armanged  for.  Visitors with
Regod-trlp Tiekets oan break lauraey and
enjay light refreshmeut, cutching o later
tram. MES. C. CROWTIHER,

c. C. .C.
TIIE CiTY¥ CATERING COMPANY prem-
1ser bave rteceutly heen renovated and ime
proved, and, a3 fiefare, Cleauliness, - Comfort
and Gond Menla Are assured.

Breaokfost, Dd. Dinner and Tea, §3_

J. W. MANSON, Proprletor, MIGH-AT,

SONOMA

ATFRED-ST. (Clofe to Albert Park).
Thixn fnvauritea DPrivate Iotel has now
enmpleted the impnriant  odditlions: 13

ronms bave bern ndded aud fitted with all
maodern tequlrementa.
Termarents, Tourinls, nad Wargted
Couplen may new obtnlu first-clans accomr
modotlon at o Rensanable Tarif®, Phooe 725
MNIS. NAIRN, Proprietrean

BRITOMART HOTEL

CORNENR CUSTOMS AND COMMERCH
BTREETA.

LEN ADAMS, Fraprietor. :
COUNILDY VISITORE WELCOMEIL



