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The Unheard Wedding-

o March.

. By CHARLES BATTELL LOOMIS.

T was the close of a rare day in

June, Birds aud fiowers had
I kept it in time from sunrise ta

Sunest. Lazy white clouds, with
pothing else to do, had swept the azura
pkies, and only thoaa who were being
troubled by -trouhle were other tham
care-free.

Mariana Leighion was oue ol . those
whom trouble was troubling. It was to
bhave been her-wedding-day, but Chaun-
¢y Haverstraw had pol come.

For & full hour she waited at the
altar in the Yittle suburban church. Yes,
for a full hour she waited, =nd eaw
first one by omne, and then greup by
group, her friends and ncquaintances
steal ont of the sacred edifice And gn
away, their voices rising as soon a3
they folt they were out of heating.

The minister had wnaited for three-
guartera of an hour; but les was n
methodienl man, and his Sunday sermon
wad due to be written that evening, so
with many apologies, he had left her.

“Make yourselt perfectly al—
chureh,” saig he.  *“IT Mr. Haverstraw
shouid come, send =omecone in to  the
rectory, and J'N come Liack and marry
you; but I am very much afraid that
you will not bLecome s laverstraw to-
g €

The lovely girl thanked him for “his
Lkindly words. 'Them, picking omt a com-
dortable pew, she wcet and sat im it
und gave herself over to sad thoughts.

The five or six who were waikting in
ilie hope that something excitimg or
reandalows wounld take place, respected
lier evident desire to Le alone. That
is, all but Mra, Fosgait, who came up
to msk her wlether, in the event.of her
nob marrying, she would take back the
Sunday-school <luss che had given up.

Now, this was not the first time that
Chauncey h2d disappointed Mariana. She
was to have been married cxactly a weéek
befare; GLut just as she Wwag arraying
hersef im her bridal eclothed, she had
georived a telegram from Chauncey: .

Iavited join theatre party,  Botn-
hardt.  Oul to-morrew with apologies.
Cheuncey.

Just ten words!

At first she had been inclined to bLe
angry. It did scem a8 if even a chance
10 ece Rernhiardt should nmot have becn .
considered paramount on such an even-
ing; but she know that Chauncey was
sincercly devated to the drama, and so
ele fiad telephoned to the rertot, asking
fiim to explain the delay and te mend buie
fueals home as quietly as possible.

Next day tbe handsome Channcev had
pob away from his derk before cloping
hour, thanks to hLis obliging employer,
and had gome to ask forzivepess.
When he came swinging along with his
manly etride, Mariana had noi the heart
1o rebuke him. &ie met Lim in the
hall with a amile.’

“1t was playing it rather low down,
wasn't it, pet?” said he, as he pressed
her ¢heeks in hin ample palms and kiss-
©d her pretty upturned face. “You &
=ce, T wag all ready to start when Hob
Hewston ram inte the office bo say they
had seats fur Dernhardt, and wouldn't
I mnke one -of the pnrty? "Well, at
ien dollars u scat—aud I'm so fond of
Bernhardt's acting, -from what I've
read of jt—and I thought it might kelp
we with French, which I hope to lake
up some time. Don't you underatand?”

“Of ¢ourse I understand, desr. You
atied maturally,”

“They didn't charge  snything
lighting the church, did theyt”

Marians shaok her lLead.

I dom'é think they ever do, but I'm ~
afraid the tector waa & little dinmppoint-
ed.  ¥e toki Mrs. Rrownsom that he
had etpected to go to the seashore on
1o fee™ . ’

"Ha eouldn’t have dona 1t
going Lo give that much.” '

IV doen cosl m lot to ga ts Allanbic
Cityt™ said sha sadly. -

UV wha gne of the pisces by which
1hoy would a0l go on their wedding tour,
Thers were no many such

" really wnila ma better % t-
pons It & wesk,” snid Chaancep. Wa
e awfally busy at the affes, aod B

for

T wum't .

was 2 greal favour my being allowed to
leave ten minutes before clowing time.”
“When ara you going to be taken
inko the partnership, dear?” asked Mari-
ann, .
*I% nll rests with Stapleton. When
he realizes my worth sufficiently I shail
soon be & member of the firm, and I may
duy a seat on the exchange. Think of
it, dear! 1 began there abk bwo dollars
a week only four pears azo, and already
my wages—my salary, I mean—has
heen doubled twice. Ard I'm not yet
Lwenty-six® l
“You'ra a typical American!™
Mariana, and she apoke the
There arc all sorts ol types.
“Well, you'l surely be on band next
week., I'il ask ithe grocer to tell all hia
custemers howr it happened, snd it wom't
be ‘necessary Lo have more cards en-
graved.” - .
“No, decidedly not,  We musi think
of the question of expense, dear, until
I'm a partner.” .

wrid
truth.

- 1L

All this lad happened the week pre-
vious, and now Chauncey had apparent-
Iy Leen invited to help form  another
theatre party. 1t made Mariana wish
that she lived near him, because then ahe
might{ come in for eome of the free
tickets. #ihe longed to go Lo the theatre
with him, They never had been, as it
was 80 expensive if one topk a box, and
Chauncey had always said that if Ja
couldn't rfford a box he wouldn't go.
Of couras, window privilege tickets
would have beem different, but Le mever
got thome, as Mr. Slapleton would not
allow any shows to be advertised ia his
Wall-street window. -

The eweet-toned bell -struck mine.
Mariana wipod away a slight moisture in
her eyes, and turned arcund in her scat.

Only two others were left in the church—

the sexton, and =a celranger- who  had
besn abiracted by the . lights. The
arxton was an elderly. man, but. the

_siranget was young and handsome—nd-

s down the aisle togetlier.

most as handsome as Chauneey. This
was the thought ikat fashed through
Mariana's fexible brain.

“Shall I close up, miss " asked Lle
sexton.

“i puppose you might as well. Some-
thing unavoidable hua detained Chaun-
coy—Mr, Haverstraw—and if he came
now I wouldn't get married to-night be-
cause Mr. Chase is busy with his ser-
on.” o

The sexton weat around putling out
the lights. The siranger coame out of his
pew and walked down the aisle to Mari-
Ann . .

“Rather vexing!™ snid he. "My name
Is Wells. I'm visiting ths rivh Wellaes
who live on Audubon Street—although 1
am no relalion. When T saw lights in
the church I was zure it was o wedding;
but it wasn't,
4his, does the organist get paid the same
a3 if be had played?”

“No,'”” said Mariana. “The fact is, he
was doing it for mothing just to oblige
me, because"—shs blushed—‘because he
was in love with me, but I refused him
twice. X dom't suppoass well have any
music eventually, but he wont charge
me for his time this evening, as he had
nething else te do. Kvery one has been
fo kind! The groeer told everybedy of
the postponement.”

Mr. Wells knitted his brows.

“How did he know?” -
© *“Qh, I mean the first postponement,”
aald Mariana rather sadly. “You see,
Clauncey—DMe. Haverstraw—was to have

.married me last week, Lut he had an

oppertunity to hear UBernhardt for no-
thing, and e he postponed it. The grocer
1oll every cone when le went around
for orvders” .

With urafTferted politeness, Mr, Wella
took Mariana’s avim, and they walked
He guve a lit-
tle laugh,

“Ido yon know what T was ihinking
of ? said he.

“No. What?

“I was thinking how happy 1 would
e if we were walking down this aisle
23 husband and wife. Just a thought,
you kmow!™.

The disappointed girl laughed softlv.
“I might e heppy, too,” wus all she
snid, but it gave encouragement to Mr.
Wells. ’ . B

“Why not do it, say next Tueaday?™
said he, in such & tone ma would admit
of his throwing it ofl as a joke should
she seem displeased, )

Rut Mariana was oo
woman {0 be easily displeased,

amiable a
Thiv

stranger had been very Lind to her in

. her loneliness, and she was nol ungrate-
fil, Besides, what woman ever taak an
offer of marriage as an imault?

Tell me, in & case Like’

45

“Perhaps,™ she said, “it T were differ
enily situnted, 1 might think of it”

“How cam yoa be differently witu-
atedT™ msid he, abmost bitterly. “Alr.
Haverstraw is not keen to make you lis
wife, or he would not have let » play
vome between him wnd his marriage.”

“You do not know Clisuncey,” replicd
Mariana with apirit, “ile i3 a wtudent
of the drama—has berm one ever winere
e Tend somewhers thal people of intel
lect took the drama serinusly. And, be
sides—Bernhardt for nothing!™

“Oh, very well!” anid Mr. Welld, re-
leasing hee arm, and—having rome 1o
the vestibule—putting on his hat,  *\
am to understand, then, that all is at an
end between us?™

“No, I don't say that,” said the poor
girl, driven hither and {hilher Dy cun-
flicting emoliens,

Mr. Wells went © on, wnheeding lier
words.  “For alf you know, 1 may be
rich—*"

Marigna canghi her breath ab this Lnat

-word.

“Are you rich?™ aaid she.

“No, but ¥ am gouny yot, and 'm will
ing to wait” .

‘For riches?”

“For you. If I get you—""

“Neo!"” sald Mariana quickly, gathering
his import. “If you get me, your'll
nothing else. "Exeept for my Board, whi
1 have not paid, ¥ haven't a cent. T v
Leen honest with you beeanre, if we wore
to marry, I eould never fargive myael:
if I thought E bad ereated a fular im
pression as to my pecuniary civeum
alances.”

“Mariana—may I call you Mariana'™

“Yon have”

“Well, then, following the goad
cedent, Mariana, what yun lave s
makes me love yoir more and more™

“It'a 1he way of ithe  world” . aril
Mariana.  “Uhauncey is just {he sane
Whea hie is with me e adares we; it
he i3 80 busy in New York, aml thy

1

ia 86 much to dno ol %ee, Lhat whey h-
ia there-—well, 1 think he forgets aie
1t natural’™ e

“Np, il iz nnt natdfal. 1 mever sow
or heard of you Lill ta night, hul L ety
never forget you.  Youw uay be ablan
Lutely impossible socially, but 1 tear Lo
thought to shreds and casl il from me
1f llaveraleaw wants 1o marry you, I
has got to have my periissii—and )
will never give it'" o =

Mariane clnpped lier handa

“0h, you arce go masterful, and thats
one Yhing that Clunncey isnt —™

“I don't kmow ahoub that. Heems f.
ma that & man who poatpores hid wiod
ding twice in & werk lan clemenls o
masterfulness  in Lim thal are wuids
cultivating.” :
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