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The Statue That Grew In A Night

‘" Peter Pan” in Kensington Gardens.

ITTLE
some grown-up people, who went

boys and girls, amd even

for a walk in Rensington G-

dens one day last month had a
great surprise.  They netwally met Peter
Tan.

And then, pevhaps, tiey were a little
sarry. fur they fowed that it was only o
bronze DPeter aftev all, awd even  the
fuiries wnd rabbits and mice that
listened to his piping were only bro
tuo. * But that is o a passing dis-
uppointment. By amt by they will learn
to love this merey litthe bionee oy, who
will cortainly tind it as dillicult to grow
up as thouwgh he e readly tlown oui of
a window onee upon a time, and after
that Peter Pan will be happy.

There was 1o uuveiling cevemony of Kir
George  Frampton’s  clioning atie,
which is the gift of J. AL Barvie, the

hd

ereator of Peter Pan, Tt “just growed”
in the most mtural way passible. Farly
in the morning the workmen  finished
turting the low monnd, and when they
went away they took a hig cloth with
them—aid  there stook Peter  blowing
eternally upon his pipe of reeds, prac-
tising the sough of the wind aml the
vipple of the water.”

He stamds quite nenr the lead of the
Serpentine, npon the western bauk, pr
cisely ut the point, in fact, where he first
lauddedd nfter his perilous voyage in the
thrush's ne-t. Beliwd him the aw-
thunms have bepun (o glisten with delicate
=uow white and all areund the
grass is starred with dnisies. Away by
the bridee the chestnut tree that always
comes out first becawse 1t iy the firsy to
hear Peler pli for the coming af
summeer is ¢ with  preat white
spikes,
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He has a little railed-off space and &
mte—which is known as Peter Pan's
gite—all to himself, and you can go
inside, and wulk round and round the
statue, xml a keeper, who is quite gentle
in spite of his medals and weiform and
fieree mounktache, will telt you all about
Peter 1'an if you nre so luckless as never
tir have heard of him,

AN day long the ehildren eame to the
statne, and during the day a melancholy-
Inoking man—the only man who has a
silver  kev  to  Keusington  Gardeus—
witlked by onee or twice, easting furtive
planees at Peter Pan. and looking tervibly
shy ahont it

Only the DPeter Pan gatekeeper knew
him. amd saluted him, becanse the pate-
per has known Mr. J. M. Barvie for
s, il thittks he is the nicest gentle-
1 that ever wyote a ry tale.

Sir George Frampton came along also
to see how his statue looked now that it
had been planted among the trees, and
it was lueky that neither of thew were
there when an old ldy walked up to the
gate and said ta the keeper:i—-

“What is that ~tatuet”

“Peter Pan, Ludy,” said the gatekeeper,

“O! she said. 1 thought if was a
fountain, Aond whoe is Peter Pan?”

SURPRISE FOR CHILDREN IN

A TRAGEDY.

“This e¢urfons ducldent happened in one of
the offices at the Aocklund cailway station
recently.  The monse evidently fell from a
ham hung directly over the gas JIet, and
went head foremost elean into the ehimney
while the gas was =till hurning. The heat
was suteient to eause instant death. The
¢chimney was mnbroken.

Your Batied e
Pbone, 3271.
For
Mercery, Cloth- |
ing, Hats,and all
ranges of gentle-
men's wear in
dreat variety.
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NOTE.—Ladles' and CGents' Garments
Cleaned and Pressed by Experts. Letters
and phope messdges tecélve prompt atten-
tlon.

Automatic Cooking at Last

THE RAPID FIRELESS COOKER

Steams, Stews, Boils, Roasts, Fries.

Saves 80 per cent. of your Gas or Ccal; 100 per cent. of your temper.
The only Perfect Method of Cooking Food.

Bole Agents for the Golonies

J. BURNS & Co.,, Ltd.

THE DOMESTIC SERVANT QUESTION SOLVED

Customs St., AUCKLAND.




