
Bed as Their elders to exercise the Tran

chise. with intelligence. The vote is given
to many elderly people who never en-

joyed the advantages .of our system of

free, secular and compulsory education.
The modern child, thanks to our syllabus,
is an authority on all the ’ologies under

the sun. He knows much more than his

parents, and yet we allow the parent to

have a vote while the-youngster is de-"

nied the right to say which candidate he

thinks best qualified to advance the best

interests of the Dominion. It might oe

urged that children would vote for can-

didates who promised to reduce the duty

on toys and lollies to the exclusion of

other weightier matters, but it is not

quite certain that their ciders are not

sometimes actuated by similar motives.

dS
Votes for All.

That much good would follow an ex-

tension of the franchise to all who pay
taxes, irrespective ofage, cannot be gain-
said. Children have interests that call

for some sort of consideration at the

hands of our representatives. The more

serious-minded youngsters might with
advantage form a prohibition party to

forbid the sale of .sweets. When we

realise that the sum annually wasted in

lollies would provide boots and shoes
for every child in the Dominion, we can

see at once the urgent need that exists
for some kind of legislation. Yet as

long as the children are denied represen-
tation we cannot expet our legislators
to deal with the mailer. Even a Tory
like Mr Bonar law recognises the in-

justice of limiting the franchise, an din

a recent speech he pointed out- that if
babies had votes their wants would be

better provided for an,l Mr Lloy .1 < leorge
WOttld come to light with a bill to pro-
vide old age pensions for babies. Un-

employed and unemployable, what class
has better claims on tile charity of the
State. X'ow that England has caught
us up in the matter of democratic legis-
lation it. behoves ns to advance still

further along the road of reform and see
that all who contribute to the revenue

are allowed a share in the government of
the country.

■-* •_<

Fivers for Babies.

Australia has already done vomolhlng
by taking oteps for the introduction of
a bill to provide for .1 gife of £5 to

every baby born in the < 'ommonwealth.
This is to be given irrespective of any
considerations of the social position of
the parents, or their wealth, or the par-
ticular ehureh in which they may have
been married. Indeed, the gift will be
given to those who have never been to
church at all. This is a strange con-
trast to our own system of old a«e
pensions. We decline to grant a pension
unless the applicant can prove that he
has made no provision for old age. and
that he has not got any children able
and willing t„ provide f.,.- him. We make
an applicant answer a lot „f questions
bet.ire we grant him the pension. The
Australian scheme gives .without askin-v
questmns at all. T is ,„ore truly
demoeratm

way. as i; avoids all .lassdishmtmns and pays to rich and poor

The Norwich Commnuion Cast.
Ihe Judicial Committee of the House

of Lords has unanimously dismissed with
costs fanon Thompson's appeal in the
Norwich Communion case. Three years
ago Canon Thompson refused to ad-

minister the Communion to a parishioner
who had married his deceased wife's sis-
ter. Every Court has decided that the
Galion was not ju-tilied in his action.
The decision of the Courts are in aeeord
with eommonsense. As long an the law
allows such marriages it cannot lie ar-

gued that the contracting parties are not
legally married. The < hur.-ii of England
is a State church, and every person has
a claim on her services. To say that
people legally marri. J according to the
law of England are outside th.- pale of

the national ehureh is to say that the
Church is not national. Of course, a

■lillirulty crops up from the fact that the

Traver Book still forbids sUeli marriages,
ami the civil law in at variance with the
ci'cle-siastieal law. But (he lOmmonseuse
of the nation will be on the side of the
decision of the Privy Coumil. Individu-
al* may bold any vie.ws they like on
the marrntge question, and the free
ehiirchc»- are at liberty to rcfuoc member-

•hip on any grounds they please. Bui
for a national church tr» refuse to re-

Cognise the law of the laud is to create

an impossible sitmition. If the Church
Wfehos to oppoce Mie lawn vi the State

it ought to separate from the State.

As long as it remains a State Church it

must admit the validity of marriage con-

tracted according to the law of the land.

Tbe Trisb Senate.

The House of Commons, with a strange
.nconsisteney, has refused to agree to an

amendment in the Home Rule Bill to

establish a single chamber Government
in Ireland. The Opposition supported
the amendment on the ground that the

proposed Senate willbe only a sham, and
’■'ill not be required. Mr Asquith has
never tired of exposing the uselessness of
the House of Lords, and one would have

supposed that he would have been only
too glad to have given to the distressed
isle the many advantages which he has
always claimed for a single chamber. If
the Senate is to be merely a sham, it
teems needless to put the country to the
cost and inconvenience of an Upper
House. There seems no doubt that the
Senate will be merely a drag on the
wheels of democracy unless it can be
shorn of all power' like the House of
lairds. If it opposes the will of the
people it will have to go, and it might
as well go first as last. If it merely
echoes the will of the Lower House, it
eau serve no really useful end, and will
be merely an ornament. Tn any ease the
decision to have a Senate is not in keep-
ing with the professed policy of the great
Liberal partv.

The Public and Prices.

At a meeting of the Provincial Execu-
tive of the Auckland Farmers’ Union the
question.was discussed of the need that
existed for the public generally, and far-
mers particularly, having some say in
the awards of the Arbitration Court.
'Chose, who favoured the proposal that
tile public ought to be represented at
sittings of the Court pointed out that the
increase of wages awarded came out of
the pockets of the public, and not but’
of the pockets of the employers. In the

majority of cases this is undoubtedly
true, ’lhe worker gets an increase, the

employer raises the price of his goods,
often with an ample margin to cover
him against all contingencies, and the
retailer raises his price, with/ a little,
added to pay him for the trouble of re-

vising his price list. Biit .it is hard to
see how the general public could be rep-
resented. That vague entity known as
the public, is generally expected to pay
and look pleasant on all and every occa-
sion. A coal strike may leave the"house-
holder without, fires, a transport strike
may leave paterfamilias without his
favourite brand of tobacco or his most
cherished magazines, but he is not sup-
posed to do anything more active in the

matter than writing to the paper about
labour troubles in general. The day may
come when the long-suffering public may
form a scab union of its own. and then
the strike agitator will find that he has
hit up against something a little more

active than the submissive workers who
are under the heel of the federation.
The public may be a bit of an ass, but
when an ass kicks it take- a .good rider
to hold on.

dt

Tbe Father of Auckland.

The death of Sir John Logan Campbell
will be felt throughout the Dominion aS

a national loss, but in Auckland tbe loss
will also be felt as a personal one. For
he endeared himself to all Aucklanders
by the unfailing interest, he took in all
that pertained to the welfare of the city
and province. His generosity was un-

bounded. The magnificent gift of Corn-
wall Park is the best known of his bene-
factions, but it was by no means the only
cne. He was equally generous in his

private charities. Sir John tilled every
public post, and filled them with distinc-
tion. He was identified with the first

mercantile business established in Auck-
land. The history of his life is the his-

tor of the eity. Words cannot add to

his fame, nor could words be found ade-

quate to describe the affection and esteem

in Which lie was universally Ireld. We

can otrly say of him what Dean Stanley
said of Charles Kingsley: “The torch has

fallen from his hand’. It is for us, for

you, to hand it down undimmed to the

generations yet to come.”

Mr«. Suburb.—I wonder what’s corn*

over.Harry ? Instead of being cross, as

usual,.he started off happy and whistling
like a-bird this morning.

Nora <a new girl)—lt’s my fault, mum.

I got. the wrong package sold gave him
bird-seed for break fast-food.

Lord Haldane.

The Bond of Union Between England
and Germany.

THAT impending war between

Germany and Great Britain,
which looms so direly athwart

the journalistic horizons of
London and Berlin, seemed for the mo-

ment to become remote and unthinkable

when Lord Haldane received from the

hands of Emperor William recently a’

bronze effigy of himself. All Berlin,
the despatches tell us, was agog. Was

disarmament about to cease to be a

dream' Inspired organs proclaimed a

new' peace, and the Berlin “Post” sug-
gested, amid enthusiasm, that it be

called by the name of Haldane. His

Lordship, adds the German daily, is a

Minister of War at home but an angel
of peace abroad. The Hague, it opines,
wears its laurels sheepishly when behold-
ing his (Lordship's brow.

The explanation of this wonder is
found in the renown of Lord Haldane as

interpreter of the German spirit to the

British lieu. Xo ot her Briton is held in

such high esteem in the realm of the llo-

henzollern. Here is a man who compre-
hends, German literature, German

philosophy, German manners, are all so

many open books to him. His appreci-
ations of the intellectual conquests of

the nation miscalled an armed camp are

devoured hungrily from Bremen to the

Russian frontiers by the thousands of

copies. The life and the career of Hal-

dane are studied like algebra and ad-

mired like Homer. The eulogy he rci

ecives from the “Vossisehe Zeitung”
actually comforts the London "Times.”

To the latter this man is the original
discoverer of that new', strange Germany
which began when William 11. pro-
claimed the future of his realm to be on

the water. Haldane is the hero of the

hour to a pair of puissant powers.
It is at the age of two that Richard

Bunion Haldane emerges with the person-
ality of the type so dear to students of

llIris Germanic career. His nurse hap-
pened then to discover the future link

between British culture and the German

mind busily shaping a pile of dirt in tin*

garden. “If God,’’ he explained, “made

a man out of the dust of the earth, why
shouldn't JI" This philosophical speeu-

lativeness of temperament is derived, ac-

cording to the London "•Mail,” from tho

famous old Scottish family, the Haldanes
of Gleneagles. They early began inter-

marrying with the nobility of Caledonia.
The ancestral hall held a library of phil-
osophy when the surrounding glens rang
with shouts of the huntsman. Richard

was a deep thinker at the age of six. He

could read Aristotle in Greek when he

was nine, becoming a I’latonist at ten.

As a lad in Edinburgh, the city of his

birth, he devoured metaphysics. At his

graduation from the university he took

first honours in the German philosophy
he loves. Not satisfied with that, he

crossed over to Gottingen and absorbed

more. Thus it comes that he can quote

Hegel, Fichte, ami Schopenhauer by the

chapter from memory. He might resist

Germany, says one admirer, but he al-

ways surrenders to Germanism.

Having made Germany Iris intellectual

home, Lord Haldane, to follow our au-

thority. dreams with Hoffman just as 110

doubts with Hegel. One can not visit
his beautiful home in London—where he

has lived the bachelor life so many years
—without realizing, says a writer in
"The Pall Mall Magazine,’’ that Ger-

many has become to Haldane what India

was to Warren Hastings.
There is a distinguished trio in Bri-

tish public life, explains a writer in

London “Public Opinion,” who, like the

three graces, ran not. be thought of
apart. He who thinks of one must re-

member the rest. The three are Lord

Rosebery, Lord Haldane, and Mr. As-
quith. Haldane’s principal distinction
at present, besides his post at the head

of the War Office, is the position he

holds as the living link binding Germany
and Britain in human bonds of peace.
He had other distinctions in his earlier

years. "He won them much earlier than

even the most successful usually do, un-

less they happen to have all the acci-
dents of birth, as his fellow >Scot had#
io whom he was long first lieutenant.

When your eyes rest upon Lord Hal-
dane’s soft, comfortable, plump figure
ami plump bands, and behold Iris comfort-
able pom* and general air of suave self-

eomplacem y as he addresses the court or

a puldie meeting, or acts ns the superior#

LORD HALDANE.
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