
NEW ZEALANDERS

ABROAD.

LONDON, April 20.

Mr. and Mrs. Sydney C. Rathbone, of

Auckland, and their daughter, arrived

in London recently, intent on making

holiday for six months in the Old Coun-

try. After a spell in London they wdl

pay visits to friends in Oxford and tour

awhile in the West Country ere going

north to spend a few weeks with Mr.

Rathbone’s relatives in Liverpool and in

Cumberland. They will return {south for

the Henley Regatta and for a further

spell in London, and will probably return

to New Zealand bv wav of Sues.

Mr. If. W. Swales, of Auckland, who

landed in England by the Baltic from

New York last Saturday, had an event-
ful and not altogether pleasant trip
Home. He left New Zealand by the

Tahiti for San Francisco, and on the

voyage had the misfortune to break a

couple of his ribs, which necessitated bis

taking matters very quietly and travel-

ling in leisurely fashion across America.

During the land trip he visited Salt Lake

City, Denver, Chicago and Niagara, and

joined the Baltic on what proved to be

a most gloomy voyage owing to the

Titanic disaster, of which the Baltic re-

ceived intimation by wireless, and at

cnee proceeded at full speed toward the

scene of the catastrophe, until turned

back by the much-diseuesed message

stating that the ill-fated liner was being
towed to Halifax. Na one knows where

that utterly false message originated,
and probably its origin will never be

known. Mr. Swales has in bis possession
several souvenirs of his memorable voy-

age across the Atlantic, including the

course chart of the Baltic and the orig-
inal subscription list with the signatures
of passengers who gave towards the fund

raised on board for the widows and

orphans of the Titank-’e crew.

Mr. Charles Blomfield, of Auckland,
who travelled from Australia by the Or-
sova, left that ship at Toi.lon and spent
a very pleasant spell it the Riviera,
visiting Monte Carlo, Men ue, Manures

and Nice. Thence he went on tour in

Italy, seeing something of Genoa, Rome,
Florence, Venice and Milan, ere making
tracks for London by way of Lucerne
and Paris, in both of which centres he

spent several days sight-seeing. He
arrived in London a week ago. and pro-
poses to spend some time in the Metro-

polis ere going on a trip in the pro-
vinces. A trip to Germany will complete
his European itinerary, and in the middle

of July he sets sail for New York, and

will travel thence by the C.P.R. route to
Vancouver, where he joins the steamer

leaving for Auckland on August 7th.
Mr. Frank Lester Newall Tuck, who

has been appointed chief instructor in
physics and efeetrieal engineering to the

Seddon Memorial College at Auckland,
is sailing for the Dominion by the Roto-

rua, which is due to leave Plymouth on

May 11th. Mr. Turk, who is in his 27th

year, has occupied the position of assist-
ant master in charge of special work at

Taunton School, and was. at the time

of his appointment to the Seddon Memo-

rial College, estimating engineer in the

foreign department of the Allagemeine
Elektrieitatas Gesellschaft of Berlin.

Mr. P. Beaver, of Auckland, who had a

most enjoyable trip to England by the

Persie from Sydney, and arrived here in
niid-April, expects to be absent from
New Zealand about twelve months in

all. Whilst in the Old Country, and dur-

ing his proposed travels on the Contin-
ent, Mr. Beaver intends to make a close

study of the conditions of life prevailing
among the middle and working classes.

He has already come to the conclusion
that New Zealand is a better place to

live in than London or the provincial
towns in England for the majority of
the working and lower middle class. bur
his statement that “ food and living is

dearer in England than in Australia and

New Zealand "

is open to serious ques-
tion. It would be interesting to com-

pare the domestic bills of a London or

Liverpool middls-dass household with
those of a New Zealand city home of
similar standing. 1 think it would be

found that on the whole the prices pud
at Home for necessities and luxuries

were lower than those paid by the Colo-
nial housewife.

Recent eallers at the Titgh Commis-

sioner’s office: Mrs. Hay (Dunedin), Miss

Rutherford (Wellington). Mrs. Satehell
(Wellington), Mr. and Mr«. Jack a (Nel-
son), B. L. Catt (Auckland). W. C. N. 8.

B. Hoskin (New Plymouth), A. T. <l.

Taylor (Auckland), F R. Redgrave
(Christch’irch), F. Pope (.* ■
Taylor <Auckland)

w
M * l!**nderaon

(Auckland), J. F. Cole ('. . ngto®), T.

Higgins (Napier), IL W. Swales (Wai-
kato}, A. D. Dallas (Otago), El Muir

(Otago), Grace Hatton (Otago), A. IX-
I-ecki (Auckland), Charles Blomfield
(Auckland), H. Thomson (Gisborne), Mr.

and Mrs. S. Hareourt (Wellington), Mrs.

Faulke, Mr. and Mrs. Sunderland, H. H.
Robson (Christchurch}, Mr. and Mrs.

Geddes (Auckland), Mr. P. Beaver (Auck-

land), W. M. Kircaldy (Dunedin), Dr.
and Mrs. W. F. Wilils (Feild ng), Mr.
Henry and Mrs. MeElna (Ashburton),
Mrs. Catherine Turner, W. McFarlan

(Otago), E. C. Ttue tAuckland).
Mr. A. Duffus Lubeck i, of Auckland,

who left New Zealand early iu February
by the Morea and reached London early
m April, anticipates staying in these

latitudes for a considerable time to come.

His mission ie purely one of pleasure and

to visit lelations. For his spell in the

homeland he has made his headquarters
at East Croydon.

Mr. George Butler has two large pic-

tures iu the Parks Salon this season. One

of them is ‘The Golden Dustman,” of

which the critics spoke highly when it

was in the Royal Academy show last

year, and the other is a football group.

The Titanic.

ENGLAND AND THE NEWS.

(From Onr special correspondent.)

LONDON, April 21.

You will have had all the particulars
of the Titanic wreck long ere this, but

there is one point that perhaps has not

been emphasised at your end. In the

belief of her builders and owners the

Titanic was practically unsinkable. This

has not been questioned since the disas-

ter. Certainly everything that human

ingenuity has been able to devise was

applied to her to make her so. her sys-

tem of eleetrieally-contr«lle<l watertight
doors being the most complete imagin-
able. These giving communication be-

tween the various boiler-rooms and the

engine-room were arranged on the drop
system. They were uf massive construc-

tion, and were provided with oil catar-

acts governing the elcoing speed. Each

door was held in the open position by

a friction clutch which could be instantly
released by means of a powerful
electric magnet controlled from the

captain’s bridge, so that in tre event

of aeeideut the captain could, by simply

moving a switch, instantly close the doors

throughout, and it was claimed that this

made the vessel practically unsinkable.
In addition, each door eould be imme-

diately closed from below by a releasing

lever fitted in connection with the fric-

tion dutch. As a still further precaution
floats were provided beneath the floor

level, which, in the event ef water acci-
dentally entering any compartment, auto-

matically lifted and dosed the doors

opening into that department, if they
had not already been dropped by those

in charge of the vessel.
It is, however, very doubtful whether

any precautions could ensue that a ship
should be unsinkable by such a terrific
shock as that caused by the impact upon
a huge iceberg of a mass of 60,000 tons

moving at even a moderate speed. In all

probability the shock of the Titanic hit-

ting what would be to her a practically
nnmova-bte object would produce exten-

sive internal dislocations which would
render it impossible to completely elose

the watertight doors. In alt probability
the Titanic was moving at a fairly high
speed, as at the time she struck she had

practically cleared the zone within which
icebergs are usually to be found at this

time of the year.

AMERICAN “STORIES.

One striking feature of the terrible
Titanic catastrophe was the utterly
confusing and contradictory nature of

the news cabled from America during
the first 24 hours after the original in-

timation that the leviathan liner had

collided with an iceberg. This came to

hand on Monday evening, via Mon-

treal ami New York, in the shape of a

wireless message from the liner “Vir-
ginian,’* which reported that she bad
picked up a message from the Titanic

announcing the collision and requesting
assistance, and that she was hastening
to the rescue. A little later Cape Race
reported that the wireless operator on

the Titanic reported weather calm and

clear, and New York reported that a

number of vessels were hastening to
the liner’s assistance; whilst still later

Cape Race reported that the Titan e

was sinking by the head, and that the

women were taken off by the lifeboats.

New York next reported that most

of the passengers had been put into the

lifeboats, that the sea was ealm, and

that the White Star line officials in New

York stated that the Virginian was

standing by so that there was no danger
of loss of life.

Then the Exchange Telegraph Company
sent out a message from Halifax stat.ng
that all the passengers were taken off

the Titanic at 3.30 a.m. (10.30 English
time), and Halifax sent per Montreal a

report that the Titanic was still afloat

and making her way slowly to Halifax,
with her forward compartments full of

water, but was expected to make port.
Next New York reported, through from

the Virginian, that the Titanic was sink-
ing, and Boston came along with a mes-

sage from St. Johns, Newfoundland, to

the effect that the stricken liner was

struggling slowly towards Cape Race.
Later still, Reuter’s from New Y’ork, re-

ported that the Titanic had sunk at 2.20

a.m. (Monday), and that no lives were

lost, but quickly following this up with a

White Star official statement that “pro-

bably a number of lives had been lost,
but that no definite estimate could be

made until it was known positively
whether the Parisian and Virginian had

any rescued passengers on board.”
Within five minutes of despatching this

wire, Reuter’s New York man cabled an

official statement from the White Star

Company to the effect that “Captain
Haddock, of the Olympic, had sent a

wireless message that the Titanic sank at

2.21) a.m. on Monday, after all the pas-
sengers and erew had been lowered into

lifeboats and transferred to the Vir-

ginian, and that the steamer Carpathia,
with several hundred passengers from the
Titanic was on her way to New York.”

At 5.40 p.m., Reuter’s reported from

New Y’ork an admission by the White

Star officials that many lives had been

lost, and Cape Race simultaneously re-

ported a wireless message from the

Olympic to the effect that the steamer

Carpathia "Reached the Titanic’s posi-
tion at daybreak, but found boats and
wreckage only. She reported that the

Titanic foundered about 2.20 a.m. in lat.

41deg. I6min.. long. 50deg. I4min. AH
the Titanic’s boats are accounted for.

About 675 souls have teen saved of ths

crew and passengers. The tatter are

nearly all women and children. The Ley-
land liner California, is remaining and

searching the vicinity of the disaster.

The Carpathia is returning to New York

with the survivors.”

At 9 p.m. the “Times” own correspond-
ent intervened with the following:—-

“The International Mercantile Marine

Company has received a private message

from the Olympic that the Titanic
foundered at 2.20 this morniing, and that
the Carpathia is proceeding to New York

with passengers. Vice-President Frank-

lin positively refused to give out the full

text of a private message, whieh leads to

the belief that possibly there has been
loss of life. Later, Mr, Franklin sa d

that he eould not state with certainty
that everybody had been saved.”

Half an hour later Reuter’s reported
that Mr. Franklin admitted that there

had been “horrible loss of life,” and

stated that be had no information to

disprove a Press despatch from Cape
Race which stated that only 675 passen-
gers and erew had been rescued. A quar-
ter of an hour afterwards, Reuter's sent

the evil tidings that the White Star

people frankly admitted that probably
only 675 out of the Titanic’s passengers

had been s-ved.

Even later messages were in a great
measure conflicting, and it was not until

late on Tuesday evening that we were in

receipt of what we eould accept as

really authentic news concerning the

disaster. From what has now transpired,
it would appear that many of the earlier

messages received from America must

have been purely imaginative efforts,
or that the wireless messages re-

ceived at the Cape Race station

and elsewhere from the various

liners hastening to the rescue

of the Titanic, got terribly mutilated or

mixed up with one another. The air

within a few hundred miles of Cape Race

would seem to have been alive with wire-
less messages from a dozen liners all

seeking to obtain or impart information.

And to make matters worse, it appears
that a number of amateurs possessing
private wireless installations were taking
advantage of the occasion to test their

apparatus, with the result that serious

interruptions to official messages were

caused. Whether these things in any

way added to the disaster ewnnot yet be

stated, but it is clear that in certain

eases it might have such a result, and
the question arises whether the time is
not yet ripe for an international conven-
tion regulating the sending of wireless
messages.

"

LIES—LIES AND AMERICA*

NEWS.”

1 he false news sent from America was

by no means confined to the first day of
the disaster. During Wednesday and
1 hursday all sorts of utterly unreliable
matter was poured through the cables.
Much of it has proved so flagrantly wide
of faet as to suggest that it waa

deliberately invented to serve some

special purpose. One message received
from New York gave what purported to
lie a description of the foundering of the
Titanic as received by wireless from the
steamer Bruee. It is now absolutely
certain that the Bruee was never even in
touch with the Titanic or with any
steamer near the scene of the disaster,
and that no one on board ef the Bruce

sent any wireless message to anyone
anywhere concerning the catastrophe. By
the time that faked story eame to hand
English people had well night emptied
their well of credulity, deep though it i»,
and had settled down to wait with what

calmness they eould muster for the true
story which they knew must come ere the
week was out. It came to hand yesterday
in the shape of a statement said to have
been issued to the Press by “a committee
of survivors.”

The underwriters at Lloyd’s, by the
way, are very sore over the qualify of
the Titanie intelligence supplied from
America. The market was first shocked
by the Lloyd’s true telegram from Cape
Race giving the wireless messages from
the Titanie, and a rate of 50 per cent
was at onee quoted for reinsurance, whieh
subsequently advanced fo 60 per eent.
That is to say. some underwriters who
were not heavily committed, er thought
they had reason to be optimistic, were

ready to assume the original risk at that
rate. Then eame the “news” that the
vessel was heading slowly for Halifax,
that she was in tow of the Virginian, and
that all the -passengers had been saved.
FiuaMy, eame Mr. Franklin’s statement
that the vessel was unsinkable, and the
rate gradually declined to 50, to 45, to
and finally to 25 per cent er lower. The
rate could hardly have fallen iu a more

striking fashion had the “news” been
inspired with the intention of deluding
the market.

According to the old tag there were

three classes of lies—“Lies. lies, and
statistics.” -To-day one feels inclined to
substitute "American news” for statis-
tics.”

HEAD ANO FACE
ONE MASSOF SORES
Was Ashamed to Let Anyone See

Him. Could Have Torn Flesh Off
with Scratching. Suffered 7 Years.
Tried Everything. ‘CuticuraSoap
and Ointment Certainly Cured Me.*

*• About seven years ago. I got eczema and.
have had it nearly every winter, off and on*
since then. My head and ears. nose. lips and

chin were one mass of sores, and I was

ashamedto let anyonesee n».

My head, ears and face broke,
out with scabs, and when I

Ej touched them the water ran

E" ' I from them. I couldhave tom
the off myself with

scratching.
“

* read of the Cuticura treat-

AAA/x_/ menI m the paper, and I

7 Vy thought I would try the Cuti-
\ y cura Soap and Ointment. I

sent for some and after I had
/O washed myself two or t&reo

times and applied the Cuticura Ointment*
they eased the itching. I continuedwith the
CuticuraSoap and Ointment for about three
mouths, which I found cleared my skin won-

derfully. 1 had suffered seven years and had
tried ever so manythings all to noad vantage,
until I tried theCuticuraSoap andOintment*
and was entirely cured. They made my skim
soft and beautiful, everything being cleaned
away. My skin is now quite clear, and there
has been no indication of the sores coming
back. I shall be glad for any sufferer from

skin troubleto hear of this, for Cuticura Soap
and Ointmentcertainly cured me.’* (Signed)
Thomas Barry, 10, Reservoir St., Wardley,
Durham, Eng.. Jan. 13, 1911.

To go through life tortured and dfaHmirM
by iicning. burning, scaly and crusted skin
and scalp humours is unnecessary. Fos
more than a generation, warm baths with
Cuticura Soap and gentle applications of
Cuticura Ointment have proved successful
in the mont distressing <as4», of infants,
children and adults, when all else fails.
CuticuraSoap and Ointmentare sold through-
out the world. A liberal sample of Cuticura

Ointment, with a 32-page book on the sktn

and hair will be seat free on application to

R. Towns A Co., Dept. 18K, Sydney, N. 8.

8 The Weekly Graphic and New Zealand Mail for June 5, 1912.


