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' On the Golf Links

This poper Ras bdeen appuinted the o ficizl organ of the Lodics® Golf U'mion,

New Zealand branch,

Secrctarica of ladica™ golf clubs are imcited lo forward official malices, handi-
caps and alieraiions, vesulls of competitions and other matters of interesi, to
reach the publisking office not later than the Ffaturday prior ie the date of

publication,

AUCKLAND.

{13y Our Special Corresponlent.)
] pec po

Middlemore Park
HE Capiain's Prire compelition
his as wsual drawn a large
m entry—twenly in the A grade
and thirty-twoe in the B. Tius
is not yuite such a large feld ns last
yeor, but judging from the keeaness of
the eotrauts, svme good games should
resuit.

The fields lor the matches this seasnt
have not been nearly so large as was the
caxe lazt year, which is hard to under-
stamd, asz the course s playing beiter
than ever before. The Iairway has been
improvel with Lhe recent cutiing, and
the new holes opened this season for tha
tirst time have added a good deal of
variety. A new departure, and one thit
will prove a great help to players, is the
close cutting for about twenty yards in
frout of eaxch green on the direct line
of approach. Flazyers foumd themselve3
much hampered in the pust by the long
grass immediately surrounding the green,
erpecinlly the few temporary greens
which were inclined to get Hery.

The last of the oew greens has been
sown at Middlemore, making five this
scason. YWhen these are ready for use
about Aupust, tnembers aad visitors will
have little to evmplain of =s to greens.
All the greens put down this seazon uare
of the hummacky type o popular ou
wursed In England at pro- sut. The see-
cud greem is a good sampe, und judeing

from present appearances the player wha-

holes out in fwo when oo the green will
kave einse to congratulete himself.

A sturt has heen made with the per-
manent tees, the tenth which has been
formed for come time is now being sod-
ded. The others wik be done as quickly
ai possible.

The experierne of one of the boy mem-
bers of the Auckluad «iub at present
spending most of hix holldays at the
links aeems to show that same of the
players at Middlemore are decidelly er-
ratre, In five days no less thum Gfty
balls were retrieved from the various
traps by this ardent goller. 1t will be
a comfort to those who zontributed fo
this harvest to hear that as soon as
smne ol the urgent perminent work is
Boixhed steps are to be taken to thin
out the gor<e, ete in the o'Hlies and on
Lhe bruks of the various s eeks.

A fairly etromy team hix been mot fo-
gether to go to Cumbdridoe on June 1.
It can hardly be said to be thoroughly
rrprecentative. A preat many members
seem to think that inter<tub matches
are a fine thing and good for the Fam#,
but when it comes to making a trip for
the purpose of playi:g much a maich,
very few of them secm te be able to
spaze the time to go. Tt is a great pity
mare plavers don’t make an effart to
play in theee mutches, as there cxn be
little doubt thit playing amuinst stran-
gera iy a fine thing for impraving the
game.  The annual matches plaved in
the Nouth have dore a lot tnward rais-
ing the standard of the game there

The New Zealand Champiouship,
The fixiny of the 23rd Septemher as
the date for the opening of the New Zea-
land championsbip metting hes been ai-
vereely vriticised in Anckland. If the
date s adhered to, severa! of the reTu-
Lirlar atlendants from Avekland will be
unalie to muhe the trip. There acems
lar attendants from Auckland will be
. mitde to bave the date brought hack to
about the Oth., which will be in line
with the dutes chowen for some years
past,
A Fine Performanes, .
Mr. H B, Lask. of Christchreh, play-
iny Mr. P. { pton oa Tue«lay last, Eulml
out the efourse at Middlemore in 14,
made up na follows:—
Cut—4, 3, 8,8, 4,5, 4.4, 5+ 40
In—3,3. 6,4, 4,2 4 4 534
This ¢anl worka oot £ 3 up on bogey
from scratch, which must he accounted
% Ane performance whes it o remem-

bered that several of the temporary
greens are in rather poor order, making
putting very diilicult.

The Captain's Prize.

Cunditions were ideal on Saturday,
and players in the opening round of ihe
caplain’s prize had everything in their
Favour. No less than five matches ended
all square, ai which the handicapper
should feel pleased. Several good per-
formances were put up during the after-
noon. MaceCormick, playing the last nine
in 39, was too strong for Tomks. Bam-
ford and Colbeck had a strenuous gamae
which was remarkable in that there were
No less than six stymics to be negotiated.
Upton put up & good fight against Burns,
and, #inishing ia good style, squared the
matvh. The other games in the A se¢-
tion proviled interesting tussles, though
pot qiite =3 close.

In the B grade most of the players
were very evenly maiched, and the eigh-
teenth green saw the end of quite a
number of hard fought matches, The
closeness of the finishes on Sainrday
promises well for the succeeding round,
All the gumes that Gnished square on
Saturday must be repliyed before mext
maich day, to enable tbe next round to
proceed. Lawrence is to be congrata-
lated upon his vietory over Niringer.
Stringer showed good form, going round
in 87, but this was not good encugh to
®in, as, notwithstanding twa very in-
ferior eights, Lanrevee was round im 88,
and his one-stroke hundicap helped him
to a2 3 ~od 2 win. /

His Excellency the Governor waa at
Middiemore on Saturday, and indulged
in a foursome during the afternoon.

CHRISTCHURCH.

(Frem ©Our Special {orresponrdent.)

On Satprlay last a bogey handicap
was the order of the dzy at Shirley. All
medel and bogey handicaps are now di-
vided into two classes, seniors and
jusiors (handicap 0 or over}, The
senior class was headed by J. C. Templer,
whoe was all square from the 5 mark,
and the junior by Dr. F. L. Scolt, who
was 3 up from 12. E. Boulton {11) wag
1 up. and L. B. Andreae {10} and L. W.
Harley (8} were all square The back-
markers dul not fizure very prominently,
the bext of them being H. E. Wright
{plus 2}, wha was 1 down. Wright has
beea plaving very eonsistent goll this
zeason, and he should fizure well gt the
N_Z championships, if he finds it possible
to attead

Tuason Cup.

The mateh for the Tuson Cup between
Wellington and Christehurch  will be
played at Bhirley on May 25th. The
Christchurch team will be much the same
as the one which played Dunedin, except-
ing that Lush, who @ satill np North,
will not be availablee H. K. Wright
will, however, be able to play in this
match. It has been under consideration
whether to add to ihe aircles or four-
ball mateh to be played im the morning.
Fuch a mateh would add to the interest
of the event, and would probably be a
desirable alteratinn. The return mateh
will be played st Heretaunga doring
(xtober. No far the Christchurch Club
has waon the only match piayed at Christ-
church, and Wellington the two matches
played at Herztaunga.

Four-hall Matehes.

Ore of the most imteresting matches
in goll in the four-ball best-ball maich,
when the four players are of about the
rame wtrength, The ition that given
rise to tnfinite possibilities fs created
when one of the partners holds & hall
safe, and the other can gn out for big
things to win. Rome very exceptional
best-ball scores are thun made. The
chiel drawback to o more extended adop-
tion of anch games is that they certainly
tend to block the course. * The rules
previde that & match playiog two bails

has the right to pass, bat players, sspeai-
ally long handicap players, are oftem too
difhdent in asserting their rights, and
the four-ballers are often too averss to
being passed, Four good players oan,
if they try, keep their plaee oz the
course, but many leng handicap men are
now playing four-ball matches, and they
are certainly very slow as a rule. The
vogue of the four-ball is mow se great
at Home that the rules now provide for
such matches, There is an jmpreasion
abroad that three-ball and four-bal}
matches have no standing on the course,
but to my mind this s quite a mistake.
The fact that the rules contain provision
for sauch matches effecioally proves that
they have atanding. It W, of eourse,
provided that a matech playing two balls
can pass & match playing three or four,
but that does not deprive them of atand-
ing. ‘The single player and the match
playing odd holes has no sianding. but
that is all the rules provide for. Apro-
pos of this, T was playing in a three-ball
match recently, and we were playing
the 18th hole, when a pentleman =nd
a jady walked across from the clubhouxe
and played from the 1Tth tee. One of
them lost & ball in the roshes ahead,
and when we arrived at the tee one of
us teed up and, calling fore. drove.
They were gtill locking for the bhall,
but we heard the gentlerman tell the
lady that we bad no righi‘te pass them
—I1 presume because we were a three
ball. If players would follow a common-
sense plan and let a maich playing faster
go through, a loi of trouble would be
saved.

Heretaungs,

I have seldom enjoyed a day’s golf
more than one 1 had até Heretaunga last
weck. The weather was perfection, and
the links looked at their best. One san
hardly imagine a more beantifid place,
and the view from the clubhonse on a
fine day is perfect. The rumning streams,
the vivid green of the grass, relieved
here and there by the presence of sheep,
the beaatiful bush and ithe grand isolated
kahikatea wmake a memorable picture.
Then apain the pretty houses, mow be-
coming quile numetous, and their well-
kept gardens add to the effect The
birds that throng the sireams seem quile
acrustomed to the passing stranger, and
resent very little his efforts to locats
his errant ball. The rain of the pre-
vious week had softened the course eon-
siderably, anj very little run ‘eould be
got om the hall This had the effect of
putting some of the twoshot holes out
of reach, but that must always be the
case where they are full kengih, If the
links at Heretaunga are no softer than
they were last week, the authorities
need have no doubts a5 to ihe suecess of
the next N Z. championships. They tell
me an elaborate scheme of bunkeripg is
under consideration. The bunkering al-
ready done ia effective a3 far as it goen,
though 1 personally prefer side bumker-
ing to barriers across the course. Still,
where there i3 no rough in front of the
tee some such acheme to secure an effes
tive earry is neceseary. The worst of it
i thai the very bad ball escapes by being
too short, and the one a bit betier has
far the worst of it. The ditfienlty and
expense of pgetting sabd must create a
severe problem for the eormitiee to
solve. Bhirley im fortunate im that ome
only has to dig a kole and a very effec.
tive sand bunker is made,

The Ladies' Champiomship.

I nee that the ladies are to fizht owt
their championship at Nelson this year.
I have heard very hizh commendation
of the Neison links from several sources.
The eountry is evidently wvery suitable
for golf links, and if dhe club is ever
strong emourh financially to bring the
epurne to a high standard of excellence,
it may be a very convement additional
eourse for the men's championships. Two
Chrintchurch players of standing are now
neitled at Neison, Messms. Jim Wood and

o U Treweek, and ithey, both as players

and as men of long experience, will be
acruisitions to Nelson golng circles,

Genaral Notos.

Mr. Harry (hllies, of Hamillon, has
laid owt an 18-hole course on his pro-
perty, some two or three milem from
Hamilton. I am informed that the coum-
try im river sand, and entirely surted for
the game, and that the laying out has
bren done with care and ekill Haaril-
ton in more than fortimate.

Fome weird-locking baiin are to be seen
in wee mowadays Dimplen, stud svark-
ingn, some marking and stars are ameng
the euriosities. Which of them will sar-
vivel

The ercek at Shirley hasn acccmpted
for & goodly mmber of balla, but the
streams at Heretaunga must be paved
with them.

- D ———]

CAMBRIDGE.

The following is the result of last
week™s monthly medal competition:—
E. J. Wilkinson, 98 gross—14 handicap—
&2 nett {winner); A. H. Nicholl, 84, 10—
84; K. Caldwell, 57, 13—B4; Rev. Fathen
Marphy, 107, 22-85; N, Banks, 101, 18—
83; J. Bryee, 107, 18—89; J. Banks, 99,
10—B9: K. Mair, 104, 14—90; S. Dunbar,
1i0, 16—94; T. Middieton, 110, 14—96.

A mateh was played on the Cambridgg
links last week, between teams chosen
by ihe capiuin and secretary, The fol-
lowing s the result, the captain’s play-+
ers being mentioned fir:t in each caze:—s
A. H. Nichol lost to J. Baunks, 3 and 2;
M. Wells Jost to J. Wilkinson, 2—1p
N. Banks won frem R. Muir, 2—1; O,
W. McBride was all sqeare with T. Mid-
dleton; Father Murphy and 5. Dunban
were also all square; W. R. €. Walkex
lost to E. Caddy, 2 up; J. T, Hindmarsh
lost to. J. Kinpear, 5—3; Miss R Taylod
beat Miss Wels, 3—2; Mim Cox lost ta
Mrs. Croxford, 2—1; Mrs. Bunyard lost
to Miss Willis, 2—1; Mre. H L Kizom
beat Mra. Asher, 2—1. The socretary’s
team ibas won by 6 to 4, two being
balved.

On Monday Tast the weekly sweepstake
medal handicap was won by AL Wells,
with the good score of gross 90, handieap
14, pet 76; B. Muir being runnerup with
103, 14—89,

WANGANUL,

A meds]l match was played en Tharie
day. The following are the results:—
(lass A: Miss Hawken, 1; Mrs. D’Arcy,
2, Class B: Miss C. Nixom, 1; Misy
Tambert, 2

The bogey competition, played on the
Morore links resulied in a win for J.
Boler {ser), who finished 2 down. K
J. Williams was next, 3 down, and T.
Roberts third.

CARTERTON.,

The first medal and shield competition
for . this season tvok place Iast wesk,
Best cards were: W, Bentonm, gross 103,
haudicap 17, net 88; ¥. Bladen, 91, 4
B7; 4. T. Bicknell, 53, 4—89; B. Speedy,
™, 5—80.

A

OTAGO.

- The moathly medal competil.i;m wan
played on the St. Clair links last week,
The following ®re the best eards handed

in:—

Gokl Medal—W_. D. M-Carthy, gross
85, bandicap 8, net 37; D. M. Irvine, 81,
H—77; W, 8 Fergusun, M, 16--80; D.
Al'Farlane, 94, 13—381; H. U. Jackson, 97,
15—82; H. D. Brewer, 93, 15—83.

Silver Medal —E. J. Hocking, 95, 23—
72; J. Lethbridge, 108, 2—81; F. J.
Anderson, 108, 27—£1; F. Leonard, 14,
21-38; T. E Roberts, 107, 2384,

—_—————— ~

MANAWATUD.

Excellent weather prevailed for tha
Zolf muatch between the Wanganui Gell
Club and the Palmerston XNorth Qb
Jast week at the links at Hokowhiln. The
match resulted in & win for the Palmer-
ston Club by nine matches to three; oma
being hilved. The results are an follows,
Palmerston players being mentioned first
in esch came:—

A_ Barraud beat J. Harokl, 0. H. Drued
boat to J. Saunders, A. Seifert beat H.
Melirum, L. Seifert lost to H. I’Arey,
W, Sirang best J. Howorth D. G. Moors
beat G. Harrison, V. Scifert lost to Ko
Cameron, J. Slack beat M. Payne, A, L.
Ftedman beat D. Ritehie, H. G. Moors
beat K. Bates, Dr, Wilspm heat H, Bay-
by, L. A, Abbam hslved with T. Jonew,
F. Mciardy beat 8. Rankim. .

Golf [ Hereaning in popolarity im &
parts of the DNominion, ihe Jaieal lown
to form a ciub being Taumarssai, , ,



