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No Trumps

By H. B.

ORD NE LY laid down the third
paper, and meditatively 1it a vig-
He had plunged into
the frolie lightly, and sow he

Lad citie to a point at which ke amust
cither o on or turn Ba back wpon a

arette.

fa ting opening. o the ageny vol-
wmna of the fir-t of the newspapers ly-
iz on ki< talle was an advert<emtent

had marhed In red, 1t ran

Masr arzeat!y besred to smmuni-
3 Doris.
*.. he revatled. had arrested his pas-

« the initialy of his
y name—EFramis
That, he supposed was why
“ne rel the a.bverti-ement. In
1v eolumu of the second paper,
el two sbays later, appeared this:
Will Kewp appeiniment any-

¥

. as by

an! his

Al was Iits. de Ly = plunge into some

affair that cbviously il no: twiong to
kim, ‘ez Doris had begged FA' to
eomatiuti.ate, and FAL had n-mumu-u\JI-
here was  nol cral ot

Kol thie. he I'kat

n:unber

thirty
Lotz

Lt
eirhit

for a few minules,
wlowsit on the
ant dis-

Alter
-

k1 from E < I‘l'l!l
Jovk el an Aprid o
made to be wa

anl timie was not

cand earty at home, awl ll\ €l
S owas in the street i ihe t

e walked all the way thro
sbribee and by Hlxde Iars until
16 Queen's Gate. Then e 1urn-
o the park where the read
t frem hel e tarden: ant

cer the Serpentine. It wmas by
e irly bat  the lamips
e mike out the

1he bridre

e could

Cabs rai-

recleioim, weld

EERTIN

B
“taiim

towand t

BRI oz 1 was no oa m’n
of winan fe was jnoeerrc'n T
1 triel o H

e lent B o Ly mov-

Lis fommivc pu- . anli

~traek 1 ex-

warch, Frowm F-Hve

aine. | Sl oy wth >
tr of the match. the fare

Lim. a
ant stoxk
the tizure on the

Aarkenel all gl
arendl ot of Aowm hvr:‘.
It was not

rabre, waich was still crouching there.
TEOCTT asked the neweatker, in a2 luw
LR - -

“E dua’t suppose yaon're Dur:-" said -

de [ys sxamining him as arefully as hé
mighs in the darhmess, -
“Ne, bat T oam ocome frem her." rail
the stranzer quickly. “iF you Tre F.Oo
will 100 please come with m
e mement,” el
¢ hier was movikg off.
bave F that youw vome fnm
“Foer thi lw fa- t
here” =
erher -
an unziove] hae
LB T

I!c l\.

utle

lluhl' a Ane
Llave itoand r
qatrter”
He drex ke ring fram his finzer, and
de Tya lippel it on his awn.
“Now, I am ready,” he announcedi.
They walhed in silence to the strect,

MARRIOTT WATSON,

when the siranger hailed a eab. The
lights of the sireet had reseiled to e
Lyvs some facts abont his cowluctor.
Fur one thing, he was a man of fifty,
epare and gray, amnl be was obviomsly
a gentleman. 1o the vab he made out
other thinzs, as, for example. that the
#tranger’s Lips were narrow_ and his evel
hard and curiou=ly lighted: bis jaw full
and firm for so slicht a head. Ile turn-
ed gn de Lxz as the latter was makmg
these observations.

“You do not ask me any Jquestions”
he said abraptly.

“No; why shoud T*¥ =aid de Ly¥s.
“You are takinr me to Iurne.”

Something like a froown ruffled th=
other’s hrow, and after a titile he 'ipo\?
again. “You don't #sk me who I am.”
vrhaps [ know - or can gue
ecemed a safe answer. and was the s
er for itz pendant. “If I am zuoin
Deoris nothing matters.”

Apain  the elderly strarsee seemied
perturbed.  Me drummel his fagers on
the window for a moment. and thet
stddenly withdrew his hand, and =ac
Lavk as if he had come to a cowluzivn.
De Lys watched him out of eyes that
ceemed o be busy elzewhere and fodlnw-
ed hiz example of silemce. He had o
vertain misxiving and a much greater
wondrer. He had not be able tay over-
hear the directions given to the cabmian.
and he occupied him=elf with an endeav-
our 1o trace the way they wece ta

o

“Lam eeiltling to repriv mn misdake”

He lentifed the main sireets ab first,

bhut losz hiz bearinzs pre-ently in o maze
of Kencington Road<.  He onix kpew
sapuely that ther mast be somewhers

in the cemire of the marden distrit of
Rensington. Then the «ab drew up. anl
bie guide got eut. I Eys followel,

and mounted the steps which lal tn
the door of a mncl-ipr.a‘\le haou=e,
deoor Iunged loud behind him as
stranger vinsed it. - -
“I think,” he =aid with that frn

equalklenes+ which he had shown kefore,
*“that this will be the best pla.e™

e Ly: followed him threugh one large
Toom into & cmaller one bexend. both of
which were softly lighted.

“Rit down, please.” said the stranger.
YA littls  conversatien is, T fane
meves-ary  between us. Mr. Channiny,

My dear sir”™ replisd de Lys politely.
“I am gquite =ure that what yon faney
Fon wsmiily obtaia. [ am qoite Teadsy—
as a pretiminary, of cour-# to Doris”

His hest. if he may be so called. bent
critical brows at thiz rejoinder. “I am.”
bhe began with a certain pomposity,
*“Fobn Ewainon”

“ladend!™  murmural de Lye.
thar the pau-e empha-i
am+ of thi’s anpoaBe-n

seeing
izesl the imiort-

=1 =uppese [ am' p  eaid
Mr. Swainsan shargly,  “T am Mies
firatam's  guanlian— or mather | was
until, unger the eunditions of her futher’s
will. «he attained the age of lwenty-bve
la~t Dcsmber.” )

v Ly was gnler-tod to murmur

that it wenld be & privilege to be a ward

of Mr. Swaihon's.

. air, we are not here ta spuk
ies or to beat about the bush,”

said Swainsom

T heseid,
she wnkasd welifiy, and rus <ud

“I nmlerstood | was here to see Doris,™
complained de Lys mildly.

Mir. Xwainzon examined him under
lowered brows, but seemed to tind some
puzzle. “You are either,” said he
sosterels, “a  remarkably shameless
Foung man or a wonderful fool”

“11 never does,” said de Lys, shaking
bis hvad, “to decide too mashly.”

I apree with you,” said Mr. Swainson
bhwtty, ~aud 1 hope to get suffvient
evidenve for a decision before you and I
part. Leét me tell yon frankly them
that ¥ou have been brought here umder
& prefence.”

De Las slapped his kner vigorouosly.
“Haomabk i | dudn’t suspect it!” he
exclaimed cheerfully.

“You have bevn brought here,”” parsied
Mr. Mwalnsco. whe wa: obvicusly em-
barra~sed by this iuterjeetion. but wha
stik  temaciously to his task. “br a
coirivame _of mine whi
fully Ju:cliti('d by the circnmstance
what T regard a3 a seandalons ca

~Uh. eoive, sir? protested de Lys.
was auxious w  Kuwow  mere of hbis
pozilion, -

L reprat, scandalons. and ¥ wight
lmu’ mitde the word strunver,” said Mr.
insgn. = Refore T broach my abjevt

et : Tast year about this
time 2 Lirnham. makes your
acquaiutance while on a visit to Edin-
burah.  She 1s still my ward at the time.

aml T nede ing I fiml you {o be
a wember of an apparsatly respectable
tirm i the civr. seld 1 have nothing to
=ay. Thouglh I have not set exes on your
wntil this moment, Mr. Channing ~
sheukd have hal pething to say at thia
mement. had it w0t beco for” what i<
well Known 1o lth of us" He came to
A pause, sked with ali iz
heart that ¢ what swas well
Enuwa to both of them.

T oam willing te pan
wly silont, Tust in arief,

“Pay ™

“Ass fraliam ceased
in Ikiemler™ :ail Me.
suming. bt T fee] m
to prolect her—even agm
adiled. .

f0 be wy ward
Nuaineun, re-
I still bund
her<eld,” he

“Ceme” thought de Lys. ~Doris be
lieves in me: that's a comfort” Aleud
he said:  ~I quite  understand  your
frelings. my dear sir.  Ii yon wilr allow
me to -ay =0 they o you credit. T am
~ure neither l)nri-: nor myself would

willingly give—"'

Mr. Swainsont thrust him aside with
an imperious gesture.  “T may eay mow,’”
he intermipted with aecerbity, “that if T
winted evulenes as to what exactly you
wera I have got it. Anyone who in
Fonr pe<ition, and  with  the serious
rharges hanging over your head. eculd
BLehave with such Hippaney. i3 capable of
anythine. Well. I am glad. 1t makes
my ta=k essier. easier of propowal, and
ea-ier. [ thuk, of fulilment. I make
you this proposition. Frederick Chan-
nier” He meistened his lips. and et his
white fingers tagether. A this moment
there are in my house offiers from
oentland Yard whe wiil act on my signal.

1 ghat. T you
pive me a <igned ondertaking te break
2hanlitely with Mi-a Graham and write
a jetter o my ehietation, I will npen the
doors amd ou g I am bot anviens
to he vatecbpell 1o the law. RBut il on
the other hawl, you refase. I will call the

witirrs in aml land ¥ou over to ths
justie ¥ou have been evading™
It came As = certain sur]m-e to de

Lya that he was jnvolved in an affair
of some ennueqnence, There were ele-
ments of the dramatic in the aituation
which appealed to him, in aight of which

v
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he thrilled. But, as usaal with him, ke
dallied with predicament.

“Would mot that he compounding &
felony " he asked after due consider-
ation.

Mr. Swainson shruzzed hir zhoulders.
“I um not much concerned with technien}
terms if 1 can save an unfortunate young
woman from her [olly,”

“And this letler!” jimquired Jde Lys
softly.

“Al!™ Mr. Swainzon's eyes parrowed
on him. *It will be a letter addressed
te Misz Giraham which I shall post
rself to-night.”

"4 letter of yenutwiation?” suggested
de Lys,

“More that that.” s=id the older man
grimly, “of confexsion.” i

~Ak? then Doris believes in me still”
De Lys got that out, aml the Hazk of
annoyance jn the other's eyes told him
he was Tight. He accepled himsell in
the position and ir the personaliiy of
Frederick Channing: he beran to ba
eager for Frederick Channing to be in-
noent.  AlL his forves were rp.ul) to be
arrayed againit the enemy and ou bebalf
of Dori= If ondy Be kuew the details
of Frederick Ulranning’s supposed and
allesed erime?

“Alizs Graham's opinion on matiers of
business i« bardly one on wiich o pin
match faith,” said her ex-onardian coldly.

e Ly= wmm-ed. There were ihe
elements of & pretty tangle here, and he
turmed them over. Un one thing he was
determined —not {o pive any apswer
e mmle this

13,

clear fnrthwii,

“Yeoeu put me in a .
zabl &t last. My devizton alfecis too
Yves amd for a'f time. T should like
time to consider; amd I think yoa will
see that it 15 valy fair that Miss Graham
bl he considered in thi=”
ol heavenz, man. am I not com-
shlering ber, firzt and la<i®? pur
Afr.  swain<on, and ehecked limseli,
“Very well,” he went on slowly, I dara
say it is better she }me“. 1 will zea
her and Lring her te you”

I think it woull Le better if we con-
tnlled a[ou?. sagmested de Lys

cntt po=icion,” he

<1

agreed Mre. Swainson shortly,
anl went “out. He was yone trn
winutes, during whica rhe prizoner made
a cursory tour of his room. examining
Boeks and Inzpecting pictures  tfo  ae-
saint  himself. if  poz<ivle. with tha
vharaeters and tastes of the inmates. In

the centre of the room was a cand-tabls
with a box of carbpucks open. Tha
clivk of the deer arrested him in the
midst of thix oceupation. aml Mr Swain-

=np re-entered. holding the dnor open for

a havdsene pird in evening ilre She
wa: of ayers raiher slixzht, amf
gquisk and dark m « anst her palior
At this moment w AFSIEEN It wasz
evildent that Mr, = n<om hul been ex-
plaining the situs to  her 1tex
toiom was agitated with emotion, Butb

23 she swuny in behind her puardian zhe

stared. started. and exdaimed.
“Thi=—this i=n't Mr. Channinz”

5 mntde wo movement. amd M

went back from him

Swain-en’s rhaoce

1.7 he <ahl dryiy. “hie cante here =
anning. aml doss: not <eem anxinuas
im the ulentity. which in thae
eirenmistances Is rather remarkahle”
“No. no, Mr. =wamnson. [ asware you
i It = nnt—not Mr.
She “tiened to him emotion.

[t was evident he did not credit her

for a moment. He smilel =onrly, *“What
do you :ay (o that, siry” be asked de
Lys.

"I mever contradict a  lady,* said

de Lya, ~Hui perhaps, if xou would
permit us a private interview. we might
advance a stage farther im 1his m[ereih-
ing Jdrama.”

AMr. Xwainson looked from one to tha

other. It was clear he thought he hellk
the trump carde, and that by Jeaving
them togetler he Hhoped the woman

wotld persuade the man to aw =aia-
tx. At any rate he z1id frem Lhe Toom,
pousing on the shreshwll only to call

his prizoner’s to ik alterma-
tive. 1L was ciently ddramate ta
gati<fy de Ly, Voives arose and issued

tte npened deor. voices frem

below —thn romble of male voices.

“You know the choice” he =adil ™I
think I can give yow twenty minutes™

Tue door shat him out. and the girl
nlo Wl stood staring at «de Lya, spoke
vehemently as it dul. “Who are you,
amt what ate Fou doing here?”

-1 &hould like to ksuw mvieH who
I am. aml what I have Jdape” sa2id be
in a friendly way.

“You answered this— this adrertise
ment,” she beran tempestuously. -

“Your adveriisement,” he interposed.




