
It is quite a mistake to sup|Hise one class

of soil lias any great advantage over

another; far more ilepemls upon the way
in which it is treated. Select, as far as

possible, a sheltered but open situation,
unless, as often happens, there is but one

ulaee, and no other. Whatever may b?

the nature of the soil, whether clay or

loam, dig it deeply, and in the end pre-

pare it in such a way that it is friable

all through, and rich in manure.

INI-1.l EXt E (IE WEATHEIt

CONDITIONS.

Xow. I come to the great drawbacks

to be met with when striving to perfect
blooms. When I have named them, I

have pretty well exhausted the real

enemies. They are rain. sun. and wind

-in either words, tie? weather. Ihe

grower of Dahlias, however, can rejoice
in one fact—he cannot only combat those:

but if properly done, the work can all

come under the heading of hobby garden-
ing. In fact, there are very few things

relating to the culture of these Howers

which need cause any undue worry.

In nine cases out of ten failure with

these lovelv Howers is brought about by

weather conditions, and so from first to

last the weather should be regarded as

the thing to guard against. First, select

the most suitable varieties; next, plant
well, and follow a few simple rules as to

thinning and disbudding: guard against

wind by systematic tying: and when the

Howers are half open, shade a few of the

best, and I can promise any amateur he

can produce Howers which will be the

envv of his neighbours.—<H. Stredwiek.

AN AMATEUR’S PRIZE WINNING

BORDER CARNATIONS.

The following are a few points in the

cultural methods as adopted by Mr J. 1.

McLaren, junior, of Dalmeny Park, neai

Edinburgh, who is a successful grower

and exhibitor, having won a good manjl

prizes at shows iin Central Scotland, in-

cluding Edinburgh. Dundee and Kirk-

caldv. Last year’s stock numbered close

on 200. and this year it will be some-

thing nearer 500. Any amateur who has

perhaps the matter of three or four

dozen plants knows the amount of work

entailed in keeping them all going, not to

mention the layering: but the results

obtained are really worth the work, and

in fact to do the. thing right one must

keep in line with the new varieties

which means an ever increasing stock.

The matin points in Mr McLaren’s sys-

tem are:
— Deep and thorough culture ot

the soil: efficient drainage: robust heal

thv plants from good growers; novelty
in variety: careful disbudding; a con-

stant watch on mice, wireworms. ear-

wigs. and greenfly; early layering and

ear.eful potting up: and plants free from

coddling.

\s|’ElT AND PREPARATION OF

BEDS.

The beds lie with a fair slope towards

rhe north and are sheltered from the

prevailing winds. The plants do not have

a verv warm position and on that ac-

count are rather late in voming into

flower: this, however, suits the late

shows in the district. Should earlier

flowers be required, a part may be frailI
ed and forced as necessary.

The lander is selected in the autumn

and well dug over. 2 to 21 feet deep, of

course keeping the bottom and middle

spits in their former positions. At the

same time a good dressing of sand, road

grit, broken shells and leafniould is

worked in. together with a harrowload
of old well-rotted cow manure to every
S square yards or thereabouts. Beds

are in consequence raised about 11 in-

ches. Ea< h spit has a fair sprinkling

PLANTING.

In early spring the ground receives

several dustings of soot and wood ashes,

which are forked in. and the ground
-till left rough. Ihe plants, which arc

all from layers and have been potted
up in 3 ami 4-ineli pots, wintered in th"
fi.inn-, and carefully hardened off, are

planted out at from 15 to 1H inches

apart, choosing a line day for the job.
Where ground van be got it is advisible

to plant wide, for thv back-breaking job
of layering is lightened if there is room

amongst the plants.
After the plants have fairly got a

grip, the hoe is kept constantly amongst
them, and a dressing of common sail

given on two occasions, and raked in

This keeps the plants healthy and clean,

especially in dry weather. Frequent
dustings'of soot on damp days are bene-

ficial, along with a teaspoonful of Clay’s

to the ‘’lazy” plants.

FORCING BY “COLLARS.”

Disbudding is seen to as soon aspossible
leaving two or three buds on the weak

growers and three to live on the vigor-
ous ones. Crown buds of course are to

be preferred, and are shaded or forced

as found necessary. This shading and

fording is done by means of “collars,” or

small horizontal platforms of wood

raised to the height of the flowers by
supports. Each platform contains a

small hole in the centre, into which the

stalk is passed by means of a broad saw

(nt from the edge of the platform. The

bud. which is then above the vollar, is

either shaded by a flower pot or forced

with a tumbler or jam pot placed upside
down on the platform.—"The Gardener/’

A BIG CHRYSANTHEMUM, 13½ INCHES IX DIAMETER. MARY MASON. GROWN BY MRS. A HARRIS, A

Billens, photo. WELL-KNOWN EXHIBITOR AT PALMERSTON NORTH.

ROSE NOVELTIES.

WITH DESCRIPTIONS BY THE

RAISERS.

MESSRS. DICKSON’S NEW’ SET, 1911.

Alexander Hill Gray-Tea. The re-

spect of all rose-lovers warrants the is-

suing of a champion rose, and a Tea at

that, to pay due homage to one of the

world’s greatest Tea rose growers. Its

growth is robustly vigorous and erect,
and wonderfully floriferous, every sho<h‘

being crowned with a flower bud. which

de velojxs into a bloom of very large size,
gieat substance and perfect formation,

with high-pointed centre, from which

the petals gracefully reflex. its solid

deep throughout "Marechai Niel” like

lemon yellow colour intensifies as the

I’ooms develop. Strongly tea-perfumed.
The best and largest pure yellow tea

rose yet introduced, sujierb in every

respect, and valuable for any purpose.
An ideal pot rose and an exhibition

bloom of the first rank, especially fine

in autumn. Awarded the gold medal of

the National Rose Society.
. Countess of Shaftesbury. Bright, sil-

very *earmine, mottled ami flushed with

pale shell pink at the edges of tin*

SPECIAL NOTICE.

IF YOU WANT

REALLY GOOD NARCISSI BULBS
AT MODERATE PRICES

Send to

ROBERT SYDENHAM LIMITED

TENBY STREET, BIRMINGHAM, G. B.

No one will serve you better.

The quality of their Bulbs is well known all over the world as being
equal to anything in the market. References civ<*n >f reoui<*ed. or

they may be inspected any time, and speak for themselves.
'l’liis firm has the largest r«*t-ii’ n, -Trade in Great Britain, sending

out about twenty tons weight a week.

SPECIAL PRICES FOR 1912.
All Priced Per Dozen.

Albatross 4/- Lucifer 7/-
Argent 4/- Madame de Graaff 4/-
Astradente 56/- Magpie 8/-
Beacon 24/- Mrs. H. J. Veitcb 8/-
Bianca 20/- Noble 80/-
Blood Orange 2/- Occident 108/-
Bullfinch 2/- Pilgrim 56/-
Cresset 7/- Red Armorel 28/-
Diadem 8/- Red Chief 32/-
Diana .. . : 42/- Red Crest 42/-
Evangeline 32/- Robert Browning 1/6
Firebrand 5/- Rosella 8/-
Fusilier 8/- Seagull 2/-
Glory of Noordwijk 16/- Solfaterre 32/-
Goldfinch 3/- Southern Gem 60/-
Homespun 40/- Southern Star 32/-
Horace 7/- Watchfire 20/-
Incognita 32/- White Lady 4/-
King Alfred 27/- White Queen R4-
Lady Marg’et Boscawen. .36/- Zenith 56/-

All Others at Lowest Market Prices.

Narcissi Bulbs should be ordered so that they may be sent from Eng-
land end of August or early in September. They should bo planted or

potted and then plunged in damp moss fibre or sand directly they ar-

rive to get rooted before the nourishment contained in the Bulbs is
ex-

v

haunted.

“ALL ABOUT NARCISSI,” REVISED TO 1911, '

Giving a description and size of over 1,000 varieties, with the average
price for 1911. The most useful book ever published. Paper covers.

(id., st!IT covers 1/-, post free. <

TERMS CASH.
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