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News of the Dominion

Strategy Legitimate.
HE question of means to ®
T [ adopted by the police in the de-
tection of sly grog-selling was re-
ferred o in the Dunedin Suprema
Couwrt. Tn summing up in a case of al-
legred ifliciy fraffie in liquar, Mr Justice
Williamsa said it was pueriectly well ze-
cogniseil that slrategy had to be ured
in orler to catch people at this busi-
ness, 14 was perfectly legitimate that
strateey shoull e used, because the of-
fenders could not be caught without it,
nor vould it be experied that a person
wha arted s an informer must neces-
sarily be a very desirable individual. In
the present case, the person ta whem the
lispuor waa wilesed to have heen aold had
Leen actuated in the matter not by gre:d
for money, but because he had a spite
aguinat the aecused. That was an ele-
ment which must he taken into coa-
sideration in deciding how far lus evi-
dence was ereldible,

A Srandal.

“The state of some of the roads of
the North is a seandah”” remarked Mro
A. Uoclhrane al the Lol Gevernment Bill
confurence at Auckland last week. He
stated that over one road, withn 20
miles of Aunckland, all the store cattle
coming from the North to Auckland had
to pass. It was in such a state that
a vehicle might sink in & hole to below
the level of the rvead. Tlundreds c_ll
caltle were lost in traversing it; and ik
was 2 wonder that any got through. It
is mat Lecause it can't be helped)” he
conchuded. “ It's all for the want of &
few hundred, or perhaps a thousand,
pounds, If the peop'e of the eity knew
the dilticulties that are in the way of
bringing stock to town it would h_:ure
teen remedied long age” The meeting,
n few minutes later, pas<-d & resoluh_un
urging that the Governm:»at shou_ld give
spevial subvidies for the coantruction and
maintenance of arterial roads.

Civil Service Vacancles.

It scems passing  strange that al-
though last year soma two or ihres
thousand young people passed the

Junior Uivil Service exwmination, t?ne're

muceessinl candidates Lo accept offers
of employment. kn  Weliinglon  the
numbaer of culetships to be filled every
year is cousiderable, and even at this
carly stage some BU0 of the succeasful
exnminees, taken in order of merit, have

bern ollered employmant, nnfl. yei a
sullicient  nusmber has not Deen pro-
cured. Some of those who have re-

fused the offer have no desire to enter
the ‘service; olhers from the country
who have bLecn offered cudeiships away
frum theic homes are averss to Teaving
the parental roof; and others, again,
are desirous of continuing their educa-
tion. It certuinly is wignificant that, of
the 800 or so whowe names appear first
un the list, sulticient caonot be found
to fLilk all the vacaucics.

Plombing Trade.

The Federated Plumbera and Gasfittera’
Assoviatiun huws forwarded to the City
Council a propored “Dlumbers’ Regis-
tration Bill,” which the association bad
drafted, the object being te make the
rules for registration uniform throughout
the Dominion and to emsure that a
plumber, once registermd, would not be
subjict, 24 naw, to the warying rulea
winl feca impaosced by exch individual muoi-
vipality, 14 was proposed alio to give
plumbens some representation among the
examiners, ‘lhe asao m ask the
Comneil to have the proposals submitied
to the lortheoming municipul couference,
‘e Master Plumbers' Avanciation saked
that consideration of the matter be de-
fevred for a maonth, and the Couneil con-
smpuently allowed the matiter Lo stand
over.

A Denial

Representnlives of the Chinese com-
munity in Christchurel bave written to
the newspapera alenying  the rumonr
that Chinese intend to atart & furniture
factory in Christchurch. They way thut
the Chinese have nat auflicient money to
finance such sn induatry, or to inatal
machinery to enable them to competa
with the big factories already im exist
ence,

Strike at Walhi

‘FThe all-absorbing topic of general im-
terest during the week has been the
strike of miners employed in the mines
of the Waihi G.M. Co. and Waibi Grand
Junciion G.M, Co. In all about twe
thoueand miners are concerned, pod they
with their wives and families represent
about 5000 persona practically dependent
on continustion of work in these two
big properties. The strike arose upon
a demand %being made upon the com-
panies that they should compel the
cnginedrivers emplayed by them to be-
come memhers of the Miners’ TUnion.
The latter recently cancelled their regis-
tration under the Arbitration Act and
joined the N.Z. Federation of lLabeur,
while ihie enginedrivers elected to re-
remnsin under the Arbitration Act. The
mining companies intimated thai the dis-
pute was one in which they could not
interfere. A strike waa thereupon de-
clared, the whole of the minem engamed
in the Wajht and Junection mines came
cut, and ile companies in turn stopped
operztions completely, leaving the ad-
justment of the dispute, so fur aa they
are concerned, with the Federated Asso-
eintion of Mineowners. The mext move
rests with the Federation of Labour, and
the executive meets in Wellirgton next
week to decide upon their course of ac-
tion. Tn the meantimo all three parties
concerned—ihe eompanies, the Minera’
Union and the Enginedrivens’ Union—
are standing firm, but there is so far
no  indication .of the Lower Thames
Hnioniste being drawn inte the struggle.
The strike means a loss to Waihi miners
of £6,000 a week in wages, and, as credit
has practically been stopped by shop-
keepers, & lonz delayed settlement muat
involve severe distress.

Public Recognition,

Hia Majesty’s Theatre, Gisborne, was
packed the other night,—hundreds of
people being turned away—on the ocea-
sion of a public presentation to Sir
James Carroll, in recognition of his ser-
viced as member for CGisborns in Par-
liament. The Mayor (Mr. W. Pettie)
presided, and there were also present the
Prime Minister and the YMon. W. D. 8.
MamlDonald {Minister for Public Workas).
The chairman stated that telegrams had
been received from all parts of the Du-
minion, also a cablegram from Sir Joseph
Ward expressing reuret at being unable
to be presen't.  After referring to Sir
James Carroll’s valuable services in Par-
liament as mcmber for the district and
Minister of the (rown, the Mayor pre-
gented Sir James Carroll with an illgmi-
nated address, a handsome * Canteen”
heavy gold cigar-case, and for Lady Car-
roll & molid silver satver. The proceed-
ings werz very enthusiastic. Among the
speakers were the Prime Minigter, the
Hon, Mr. MaeDonald, and Messrs. F.
Lawry (ex-M.P. for Parnell) and Dillon
{ex-M.P. for Hawke’s Bay). In the
course of his reply, Sir James Carroil
said he had always fought beneath the
Liheral flnz, and any party forming un-
der that banner must liave his support.

Mental Defection.

Speaking to a reporter recently, the
Minister of FEducation (Hon. J. A.
Hauan} said he wis surprised at the
number of applications made Ffor the ad-
mission of children to the home for men-
tal defectives at Otekaike. There wna
nat aufficient acommadation to comply
with all the requesta. The demand was
Ao pressing that it wae apparent addi;
tianal secommodation would have to bo
provided. Iu his opinion the solution of
the problem did net lie in perimlical in-
ereazes of accommodation, They must
#0 to the root of the trouble and en-
deavour to bring about a eondition of

© mociety under which the defective elns

ment would reach an irredecible mini-
mum. ‘The first necessity wan the crea-
tion of o mound public opinion on tha
nuhject of an atmosphere of thaught
leading to eflkient and well-considered
action.

Hospital Tronbles.

The trouble that han arisen in the
Auckiand Hospital, and which led to the
threatened resignation of the nureing
stafl, wan the subject of a lengthy In-
quiry  during the post weck, The
matron, after making a astatement in
reply to certain chargea made sgainat
hersel! and justilying her management,
formally handed in her resignation, whick
wera accepted.

Indugtirial Deeclalons, .

Two important deciaiona ‘bearing on
industrial sirikes wera given by Mr Jus-
tice Bim in the Arbitration Court st
Auckland last week. Jn the case against
the General Labourers” Union, arieing
out of the strike of men employed ia
city and esuburban drainage works
against evbcontracting, the unionr was
fined £60 and casts. In the waterside
workers® strike, arising out of a refusal
ol unionista to discharme the Paparoa
on November 22 un'ess imereased pay
wag conceded, the Court held that there
had been a strike, but that it had not
been proved that it was authorised by
the union, which set up the defence
that it v ' not bound by the action of
ita secretary.

Financlal.

The financial year ended March 3lst
closed with a surplus of £805095. The
expenditure on annual appropriations in-
croused last year by  £753,454, There
were small decreases in the expenditure
of the Finance, Native, and Legislative
Departments, but otherwise there was an
ail-round heightening of expenditure, in
which Defence and Fducation fignre
latrgely. Among the permanent ApBro-
printions iz the sim of £356,M2 spent
on old age pensions. 'I'bis shows an in-
erease of £20,927 compared with the
previous year, and there is alo the
amall total of £1,961 to represcnt the
firat few months’ pensions to widows
under the vew scheme. During the Fear
the sum of £381,483 was expended upon
the acquisiticn of land under the Lands
for Settlements Act.

Nulsance, =

Complaints which have been made from
time to time regarding the marner in
which trains coming into the King Coun-
try are frequently crowded wtih persons
under the influence of liquor were
discussed last evening by the Te Kuiti
Church of England Men’s Society. It
was decided that representations shonld
be made to the authorities with a view
to having the practice etopped. There
will probably be a difference of opinion
as to the cauee o1 the evil, but no two
opinions can exist as to the mnecessity
for suppreseion of the nuisance.

A Definition.

The question, "“"What constitutes 2
local article? was asked at a recent
meeting called by the Industrizl Associa-
tion, in connection with the *local
induatries week,” which it was de-
cided to held about the middle of next
month. The questioner wia Mr B
Butitle (lant year's president of the Aeso-
ciation). He said that he lad been
similarly Interrogated by many people
since last year’s display week. After

‘the brief dlscugaion which followed wery

little doubt remained that for the pur-
poses of the forthcoming display the
grneral aceeptance of the term 'was,
“Anything which ls made up in New Zea-
land and employa a tonsiderable amount
of local labour im the process,” This
would, of course, apply to articles manu-
faclured frem imported raw material as
well a3 to roods made of New Zealand
produze.

East Const Hallway.

At a recent meeting of the Hamilton
Chamber of Commerce the principal mat-
ter for discussion was the snggested
routes of tha Kast Coast railway. Work
is mow in progress on this line, whick
commences from Waihi, and which is ex-
tended to form part of the main Eaat
Coast route from Auckland to Welling-
ton, but only at scattered points, am
the exest route has not yet been defin-
itely fixed. South of Tauranga two pon.
sible routes are euggested, one keeping
close to the sca coast, and eutting across
the Rangitaiki swamp, and the other
taking a shorter line and passing behind
Malata, & good distance from the coast.
The general opinion was that the inland
line, although over 7ougher ground,
would be not only the cheaper 1o con-
struct, but ita construction would be a
matter of better policy. Not only would
it command more traffic, but the line
would pars within 20 miles from the
Rotorua terminue, and therefore easily
be connected. A large number of visi-
tors would thus be drawn from the dis-
tricts near the jine to the south,

Ropresentations are to bs malde to
the Hon. W. D. B, McDonald, Minister
for Public Works, rsking him to fully
consider these pointy belorg Snally
settling the route,

A Usefnl Body.

The Lwentieth annual meeting of thy
Auekland centrs of the St. John Ambu-
lance Association wus held in the cons
cert chamber of the Town Hall las§
week, his Excelleney the Govermoe
{Lord Islington)} presiding. Thera wa!
& large mttendance of the public, nns
amongst those on the platform werg
Lady lelington, his Worship the Mayor
{(Mr, C. J. Parr), who is ex-officio presi-
dent of the eentre, Mrs. Parr, and &
number of other ladies and gentlemen,

In moving the mdoption of the an«
nuzal report, Lord Islington said it plainly
showed the intereat which - had beel
taken im smbulance work during the
year, and the energy with which it had
been carried on. Oun behalf of all thosa
interested in the work of the Associn-
tion, ha wished to express his gratituds
io those who had given {ime and labour
in teaching ambulance methods in the
city and snburba, and to those who had
attended lectures and gained awards fo
first aid and for medieal and surgical
norsing. He also pnid & tribute to tha
retiring officials, with special reference
to Mr. William Rattrauy, who had held
the position of secretary for peventeeny
years, almost the whole life-time of the
centre. Referring to the ecentre’s hopea
for the future, he mentioned the project
for establishing a permanent ambulancs
station in the cenire of Aurkland, and
to the granting of a site nnder most ad~
vantageous terms by the City Councily
A sum of £2000 had been raised, and he
strongly urged the citizens to raise as
800N a8 possible the furiber £1000 whick
was needed to comply with the econdi-
tions Iaid down by the Couneil, Hg
urged that benefit societies, irades or~
ganisatione, and all eimilar bodies ba
asked to eontribute, for he felt that noa
building in Auckland woulld do so much
for the public welfare,

In a short address Mr. Parr said

the Ambulance Asmociation did =«
most  important  educatiomal  work,
for what was more important thtt{

the training of & young person in firsf
aid, kygiene, or nursing? Young women
in particular were bound to be bettes
wives and mothers for such training. He
Xelt that the Council was doing nd
wrong in seiting aside a valuable endow+
ment for the use of the Association. Ha
wanted to appeal to the citizena to raise
the sum still required, so that the build«
ing might be opened by his Excellency
the Governor within a year, and humors
ously suggested that his brothers of thd
law might suggest to some of theiy
clientas the propriety of a bequest to l.hﬂ
Aszociation, when the making of a wi
was in hand. (Applause.)

The election of cofficera for the coming
vear resulted as followa:—-President, hid
Worship the Mayor of Auckland; vices
presidents, The Right Rev. the Bizshop of
Auekland, the Hon. George Fowlds, Revd,
W. ¥. Gillam and R. Sfomervills, Drd,
Girdler, King, and Purrhas, Messrs, M,
A. Clark, J. J. Holland, A. 8. Ruagell, O,
J. Tunks, and the Hon. E. Mitchelaonj
hon. tremsurer, Mr. W. Rattray; hon,
auditor, Mr. A. 8. Russell; secretary, Mr.
G. C. Gorrie; committee, Mr, J, J. Hol-
land (cheirman), Mesdames Renjamin,
Oliphant, Rattray, C. Smith, Miss Ed-
miston, Messra. W. PBrackenrig, W. F.
Goulstone, ¥, J. Hutchinson, A. G, Pilk-
ington, W. Rattary. Rev. W. Heady, and
the wembers of ihe honorary miedicsal
staff, with power to add to their number,

The first aid end nursing certificates,
medals, and labels gained during thas
ycar were prescuted by Lady Islington,

A Luzury.

‘When & judgment-debtor wase bein,
examined at the Aunckland B.M. Cour
lately he admitted thut he spent abouk
&/- per weck on drink and occssionally
went te the pirtures. Mr. C, C. Ketils,
B.M,, remarked that while he liked men
to enjuy themselves, still a man who was
only earring {2 4/- & week could not af-
ford to fritter away money on drink,
pictnures, and other luxuries when he ha
a wife and family to keep. The cost of
living nowandays would not permit of
that. °

The Hero; “Keep 2 brave heart, dam
ling, for the worst in yet to comel”™

Voire from the Barck Hialla: “W'y,
wolcher goin’ to do now, matel Bing1™

Grandpa slte o kis rary chaire,

And 12lkn of when he “was yonng''p
He singm the pralie of those Lygone days
And the (heme never tircs his tongoe

But Iif we lalk of cor modern times,
And things that sre noar and newerp
There’s only pne thing whose praiss he wil

sing, 3
W. E. Wooda* Great Feppermlat Oures |



