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The “ Hoodooed’ Yacht

By M. V. PRESTON.

Ilustrated by W. E.

Wigfull

A “hooduo,” in Awmerican parlance, is @ curse, 8 kind of malignant felish—
aftaching to some person or thing; and if crev any object was “hoodooed” it

wog the motor-yacht that figures in this sfory.
after peading it, d-clared thet there iz no guch thing as bad luck.

He would be a bold man who,
From first

to last the worst of ilf-fortune domaed the vessel and her owcner, and even ship-
trreck and foundering did not satisfy the relentless Choodoo™

five-foot gazolene lauuch, fitted

with  auxiliary  sails, electric

lights, copper miz-tanks, galvanized
water-tanks, and a2 four-cylinder twenty-
dotze-power  engine. Tiis outfit cost
me £300, and, by chartering. furnizhed
my wife and myseli with a comfortable
Living.

On Noverber 1st, 1010, T secaved a six-
months’ charter to take a party souik
for the winter. At the same time, al-
thoush I did mot know it then. I
aequired » persistent and hard-working
Woadeo. A foolizh little dispute over
a Lill of less than £2 led to a law=uit
that kept me in New Yark until
November 25th, and lost me the charter.

On November 28th we decided to go
4o Florida and take a chance of geiting
charters. We were lying at aachor off
College Point at the. time.
in all the slack of the chain, but could
mot budge the anchor. I  therefore
started the engine, and, with the timely
Delp of a swell from a passing Honnd
steamer, managed to Lreak the shank of
the seventy-six-potnd Babbitt anchor.

AWe started to cross the Fast River
to get gasolene at Classon Point. but our
hoodoa  promptly - placed =a submerged
mooring-log in the way. When the pro-
peller had veazed its argument with this
obstacle, the engine was racing at about
a thonsand revolutions per minute,
while the prepeller was enly making
about filty. The tide being faveuralle
towards an adjacent quay, we managed
to keep steerage-waxr, bnt. having no
anclor, bad to trust to luek In stopping.

Qur hoodao had left a mice new row-
hoat on the near side of the landings
This lessened the blow somewha
after ploughing through the planking af
1lie unforiunate skiffl we stopped at the
stape.

1 1eft instructions to repair the row-
Boat. hanl ont the yacht, and put in &
new propeller kew, the old one having
heen sheared off by the blow against
the log.

Soneone told me that T could met in-
formalion about the canals from the in-
formation bureau of a certain paper. 1
called them up. and Jearned that the

I WAS the proud owner of a foriy-

HAfter plaugking through the planking
of the wufortunate skiff, wre stopped
at the stoge”

Raritan  and  the Chesapeake Canziy
ctosed on December 13t Uiy sailing nizit
aml duy, we could get through to Chowa-
peake Bay lwfore the eanals closed. (A
few daye lter 1 found that the canala
vlosed only when frozen up.)

It was up to me to get busy, ao sl
hustled down town and bought £2 wearth
of charts. Chart Ne. 120, from Borden-
town (o Delaware City, was out of pring,
[ wastold. - .

MWhen T got back to the shipyard I
found the yacht lfing at.amovring, all

. there was

T winched,

ready. T fried to get an anchor, but
nothing  dying.  Then it
started to vain.

Aly wife had gone to a friend’s house
to get our trunk. and to a tailor to have
two of my suita pressed. Away in the
distancé 1 saw a large moving van, rol-
Hig and pitcliing along in Lhe rain, wiih
my wife perched up ou the top, direct-
ing the driver as to the best course,
Afeer uy wife, her trunk, and my newly
pressed clothes had been safely landed
at the wharf, and the trunk covered with

“She was cseorled back to fhe yucht by
an inguisitice crowd.”

~

an old piece of canvas.to keep out some
of the rain, we rowed ocut in our dingby
to the vacht and put on dry ctothes,

Ty the time T liad settled my bill and
put the trunk aboard it was dark,and we
started out again for gasolene. Ordin-
arily pou tannot get gasolene after
dark, Lut I convineed the man in charge
that there would Le noa danger in u=ing
my electric lights, so I ran a sixty-foot
extension-cord to his tap, and made it
light enough for him to fill his cand. We
tgok on two Lundred gallons of gas an:d
vain. This combination did mot Lother
me, however, as there was a separalor
between the dfank and the feed-pipe
capable of Mholdinz half a  gallon  of
water and dirt, without interfering with
the flow. -

A run of half an hour hrought us to
the Hardem River sude of Ward's I:land,
where I filled the water tanka with city
water and rain that ran off my citskins.

About 9.30 pam.. with a fair tide, wa
alarted through Mell Gate and the Fast
Tiver. At eleven o'clock we were alreast
of the Staiveé of Liberty, when a sleet
squall sweoped down upon us, and then
the engine bezan o lack-five through
the carburettors. &heets of flame lit
up the engine room. but as we were in a
lieavy sea and could bear the hellowing
nf tngs. amd ocean liners all round ua,.1
Iet the enzine keep up its cannanadinz
ungil we pa<ied Rabbin's Reel Tight and
were in the shelter of 1he Kill von Kadl,
Then. az we had na an-iwr, we ran in {a
8 Stendard OU Company stip and tied
up fur the night. -

Roih of uws had Leen seaked through
for hours, sa we zuat outoide of a hand
ful of quinine pills anl  some whisky.
Naw, mv wile is o good silor and can
handle the wheel hetter than the average
man, It she lacks experience in carry-
ing a eombination of quinine and whis

The cold grey duwn of {he 29th Lound
lLicr “down and onl.” - L

While the Tachl wazr on the ways our
Tnduatrions hoodun had led aome kind
friend< wnknown to inspect my earburet-
tora. They forgot to screw the tops an
tight when they had finished, and the
vitralion of the engine had loosencd the
%olts, an that 1le topa of the carluret-
ture were alwost falling off. Sheets of

“My wife held the stern of the yacht
cluse fo the bank, her kecls sunk
deep info the mud.”

flamne had shot across the expozed gaso-
Jene, but our hoomtoo had prevented it
from igniting, evideully saving ua for
more extended attertions.

We turned into the Laritan River at
ten o'clock. The rain was now beginning
to Lave some effect on the ive-covered
stecks and ¢ 1, and just as we sixhted
New Drunswick the downpour evaseid
We locked in, and while my wife went
after a sapply of eataldes 1 scouted for
an anchor. The best I could gef waaa
watch ehirm kind of thing weighing
about twenty-five poutds, so I devided to
wait until we reached Trenton.

Aly wife long age adopted overalls as
a comfortable sailing ouslume, hut
always put on the conventional ekirf
when goinz ashore. As ler skirts were
wet, llowever, she rotled up the Jega ol
Tier overalls and put on her long coat.
After she bad been shopping for about

* half an hour, one leg unrolled itaclf. and

she was escorted back te ibe yacht by
an inquisitive crowd. We diappointed
them by pgetting under way before my
wife removed her coatl.

It was almost dark
Bound Brook Lock, we met & craft tow-
ing down. As the canal was very wide
at this point, we kept to the middle of
the canal io iel the other people have the
tow-path side. Guided by our hondoo,
we ran hard and fast agreund.  Then
it rained some more. After supper we
turned in.

We had breakfast earlv on the 30th,
and I zommenced remuving the Lallast.
There was four thousand three hamdred
pounds of it io be lifted vut, carried ap
the five steps of the companion, lowered
to the dinghy, rowed ashore amd dumped,
while the rain poured dewn in sheet:.
Abont ten o'clock the I'carl of Tuunten
came along and tried {0 get us off. bat
sha only surceeded in getring herself an
the tock= as well. She goi off in a few
minutes, but bad to leave us for zome-
thing with more power. Aboui noon a
tow came along, and I rowed out io
meet them with a Lvy eable. They ol
not stop bul threw the eye of our cable
over a bilt, and the yacht climbed over
Lowlders and submarine hills {0 deep
water. We had io return for the ballaat,
however, sn I =tarted to bhark up. The
stern-line had been coiled om the aft-
deck, but, using the Louncing and tilting
due to cur submarine meuniain limh-
ing as un excuse, our hoodoo kicked t1he
Jine overhoard, wherp it proceeded in
make a bobbin of the propeller. Al

things come to an end, owever,und so -

did the rope.

witen mearing
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I formerty wondered why women worg
Yigh- heeled shoes. Now I know. After
Tweaking through the frozen erust of the
Iank, they made a fine anchorage in the

mud. With my wife bolding the stern
of thoe racht closa io the bank,
her heela sunk deep in the mud,
J used a boat hook with a knue

lashed to it, and cut the repe into small,
frayed chunks. 1 alse used some labgu-

age.  And still it rained in torrenis.

By the time ihe rope was fruyved
of and ihe  ballast  repliced it
was ihree o'vlock, and we sturteld
on. The yacht, as the result «f wvur
shipwreck, wns now somewhat ehaky.
The three-quarter-inch irom shoe had

been torm loose, the Tudder-hesd torm
ant, and the new propellerkey eut hati-
way threugh. We wobbled info Grizes
town at dusk. just as it stopped raining.
Two deserted hauses and a gaping small
Loy were all we could see.

Owing to the rather zapid succession of
events, my wiie had nol made any Lread,
aud 1 aceordingly bribed the Im_\- to pgel
us a loaf. for which lie had 1o walk
threcquarters of A mile.w

Jnst as v started te rain again our
hoodoo led a native along, and I invited
him abrard, 1fe told me that the ngar-
est shipyard  where 1 could get my
damages reprired wes at Dordentown.
Alter looking the hoat over he went
azlore, leaving r little remembrance,
which T found tke next day.

On December Ist the sun came out
for haif an hour, but got disgysted at
the prozpect, and retired for a whole
week. 1 discovyred Lhat a valve was out
of commission, so spent a few hours
taking it apari, and found 2 tinfeil of
tobuceo im it, evidently dropped by 1he
native, who said he wns & plumber.

Alter dinner we starfed for Tremton,
and Teached (here at pundown., While
it was still light enough to read a news-
paper, the lock-tender refuzed us admitt-
ance, until I lit our green lighi. We
then locked through and tied up for {he
night. The rain was now succeeded by
EHOW._

Lecember 2nd was vers cold. and
threalened more snow. We went ashora
to do some shopping. my wife to get
foed, and 1 1obacro and an anchor; but
I found there were no large anchors
to ba had,

Whila returning to the loat my
hoocdoo played a little joke. 1 was

arrested and almost locked up, being
mistaken for someone Ladiy “ wanied”
in Ohio. We got wnder way about hall-
izt ten, and locked ont at Bordenlown,
1 failed to find any shiprard, however,
and was told that  there was only a
three funt tide, 30 leaching lhe Tonk
would not do any mowl. I bought an
old, rusty mud-hosk for an anchor, a3
there was wtling belter to e had.
We started for Philadeplin at iweo
oclock in a ddviving sleet, This ent our
faves so badly tlat we were compelled
to face aft, wilh  only an oee :
phance forward to direel nor vonrse.
matter what kil

al

Yo
of weatlier we had
{and we had everyihing on the ralendar,
except sund, iy w always staved out-
side with e 1o take a spell at the
wheel.

Wihen ahont ‘ten milea sonih .ol Bor-
dentawn 1 smelt smoke, and opened the

ealin doers. A eloud of dense black
smoke poured out. 1 jumped insude, and
found {hat the large oil-heater was one

mass of flame.  Fartunately, my frozen
nittenz protecled my hand-. aml b oear- |
ried the emtove oul ern the aftleck,
where 1 left it te lwrn e The exces

. *I passed Dlunkets, pillows, and clothing to my wifr, who threic them ashse™



