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A Mania for Building.

The Most Exquisite Structure in the World.

By Frederic Courtland Penfield.

Ly MOGUL  who did  things

Shal Jaban, aud he came of a

race not content with erdinary

achievements, Iis grand father,
Akbar, was probably the greatest per-
sonage ever born in Indix. He it wuas
*whoae saddle was bis throne, the eanopy
of which was the vaulied dome of hea-
ven.” Akbar  made  Eastern  history,
made it fast, blazoming it with proud
records of comguest aml empive exten-
sioi, - Akbar was the grandest man who
ever tiled Central Imdin, and it was he
wha developed the Mogul Empirve to the
foftiest inportance it attained.

Nhah  Jalan embellished the empire
with noble structures, awl his impuolse
fur building amounted to mania.  Tiee
annulled Akbar's achievemoents, hist tho-e
af his grandson stand to-day, and the
structurea of his era are beautiful enongh
to attreact admivers from e vorner of
the enrth. A famous er once said
that shah Jahan built like a wrnl
finished dike a jeweller, Hix work:
made Agra, of all cities in luwdiz, the
place of unrivalled interest.

Agra's Taj Mahal is the most exquisite
building ever erected by the fuwmds of
men, aml ws a4 ronanee as deflly wreought
in marble as any writer ever fashioned
in wards. It warks o great man’s love
for a womap—Arjarseul Hanu Teroue
his wife. Shah Jaban was Moham-
miedan despot who led a magniticenc life.
aml had other wives; bnt in hiz eyves
the peer of lier sex wis Avjamand. When
she died in giving birth to a c¢hild, h2

was

H 4140. —Best Silver-plated Plain
Design Afterncon Tea Set,
3 pieces, £4/4/.

G #714.—80lid Silver Afterncon
Teapot, Sugar and Cream,
in nice Case, AT/T/-

Same Design, Fnll Size, £216/10)-

G 3152. —Best Silver-plated
Embossad Afterncon Tea Set,
2 pisces, £3.

declared he would rear to her memory
a mansoteurn so perfeet that it would
make nwen marvel fu And this
e aceumplished.

have leen writtea
more allzsions to i
than of wny other cre:

ot the Taj.
1 syvmbol of love,
ion marking hu-

anlan-t_:l- Mail for May 22, 1912,

man aflection-—and the secret probably
lies in the fact that all the world loves
a lover,

Arjamand had many titles of rank and
endearment, but poets like Sir Fdwin
Arnokl preferred to apeak of her a3
Mumtaz-t-Mahal, meaning the ~Exalted
of the Palace”” when extolling the charma
of this aplendid niece of Nur-Mahal, who
likewize had been famed for beanty and
vharity.,

Nhah

Jaban ruled from 1625 to 1
amd had bevw on the tlivone only twe y
when death took from him his adored
Arjunaid. Theb eame the resolve to
erevt to ller memory o montment 1hat
might  meazure  his bwve  and  grief.
» Akbar'a tinwe, the best architects,
Mled workmen of india.
Arabin il been attracted

tn Agra and neighbouring  Deili, Al
were summoned to St JJaban's conrt.
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There is a beauty of finish, a certain
self-evident appearance of guality in our goods that stamp them
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STEWART DAWSON,

To meet the growing de-
mand for these daintyand
useful articles we are re-
We here illustrate a few ; there are
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F 0527.—Best Silver-plated Afternoon Tea Set and Tray,
** King Jamea™ Design, 4 pieces, £5

J 1483.—Best Bilver-plated Aftarncom Ten Set,
B pieces, £3/18/0

H 2093 —Best Rilver-

35

und the Tewources of his empire placed
at their disposal, The Taj, consequently,
wiag Aot the creativm of o aingle master
mind, but the consummation of a great
art epoch. Its construction was com-
menced four years after Arfumaml's de
mise,

The Dereft enpperor had appointmt a
counvil of great architeels of bndia to
miide the work, Drawings ol eebebrated
steetires of the warld, sspeviatly those
i Moslelm lawls, were studied,” Mure
than vne Fu nowas gtiracted to the
Alogal connd, sl it iz believed  that
mimn Verrones, who lad journeyed
from Ltaly. keid wev plans befure Shah
han. There are yeconls at Agra show-
ing that certain =pgzesiions of the ltal-
n o were  adog Lut it &5 comnun
Ieliel that the ]l ddesigh was the
oreation of o Turkish or Persian arehi-
et ] Ustad L=a.

In keeping with an old Tactar enstom,
nogarden was chosen as the site of the
tirmb—a gavden panted with Bowesrs amd
fragrnt shrubs, emblems of Jide, and
S ITHTR emblems of death and

v

1

SHULE LTS

nre grond
. sl sl Sor
his interment wlen ded,

Al she who vl her lierh ow

Lappnad in o garden,

Al all this for LawveD”
The  Tabowrers  eamie  from
parts ol the world — the
Initsons From Nortlern
1 Bumdad, the dome biathder

Asintie Turkey, aml the mnosaic
from Persia,  Fiery seetion of Jnd
Lentral Asie was denwn wpon for b

inl. The marbie, spotless i prity, v

brought frome bavpore, 30 miles away,
on the ks of elepiants and wamels
wr by ballock earts he yed saomdstone

was contrilated Iy Fathpur Sikrij. the
Jsper by the Panjab, 1he ervsial al
jdee by China, Fhe torguores came
from Tilel aml the Hed Sea
phives el Lapis Tazndi Trom Gy
il cornelian frean Arahia,
wmethyats fromn Persta, ol
motnds 1 Lamdelknand.

It «n wil the anesasing
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the

Loy of

G 7818.—Best Silver-plated
Embossed Afternoon Tea Set,
3 pisces, £5/5/-

G 3810. —Solid Silver Afternoon
Teapot, Sugar, Creasn wnd Tongs,
4 pieces, in nice Case, £12/10/-

. l:i!ntel[ Plaia
Dleaign Afternoon Tea Set,
3 piecen, £3/15/-
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