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Fiee Trade there will be much more em-
playment tn be found in the Hritish
laten, aud there will be fewer peopls
werking to emigmie. In the opinion of
¥ able to judge, the introduction of
rasure of tarif reform into Great
unly a question of a few years
. Mr Acquith's Government shows
alvealy of breaking up, and ae
as the Unionists pet into oftice
reform will be the tirnt item on
ir programme.  Australia §a faced
with one of the gravest prograunnes pos-
*ilile,  Iler vast wnoecipisd gpraces must
be popitated. 1F ihey arve not populated
with white men they will most assuredly
be populated by the yeliow raves. Which
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Yhe Late King of Denmark.

The death of the King of Denmark re-
maves from our mid<t one of the most
vatic monarchs of madern times.
w hies student davs he insisted on
ing the everysay life of hix people.
in (openhagen
o, and had ne

alenn
Fr

he Fived in stadent’s lixl
privileges bevond the
students. He began lis
ing in o similoe manner.

He was a sim-
ple privite in the ruks, and shared the

vihirse tativns of the ordinary soldier,
lhe was sulsequently  promoted to the
rank of sergeant. e waited lony before
e aseended  the throne.  He saw a
yourger brother and s son becone full-
Bedped monarchs while e wis just an
ordinary Crawn Prinee. He was a fine
me physically and mentally.  Ile was
always at the head of any philanthrapie
movement, and te the Tast vemained at-
tached to the simple hife.

S

sike Cowic Opera.
, A rnnions positon
if un appeal ea:

1s rovealed in the
» that came before
Stlustive Cooper relating te defence
prosecutions. Two yonong men had been
- hy the Defence Depari-

to atteml the recent
Guacrison Artillery Canp. The nmgis-
trate lud  dismissed A ease on two
geonds: Fiest, that no offence was comn-

<L antil the end of the year of train-
secondly, that the defendants ought
e beenn provesded against wieder
martind Taw. 1t was argueed thag this
decision weant thal acayane coull choose
what camp lie would attend. and so it
meight happen that all the officers might
atterl one samp and ald the men another.
Aln, the artillery might attend a eavalrey
camp and the cavalvy an artillery eamyp.
Bt wus further contended that a wan
wha had never attended a caunp was stiil
a private citizen. and ko conld not be
1ble 10 martial law. Alr. Justice
Coaper naid that the ea=e had been very
well arpgied, bat the position as it had
heen pepresented scemed very maeh hike
There is na ddoubt that
sucl a poxition woukl render the Act to
s hvge extent inopesative,
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The Toll of the Alr.
Aviation still claims s vietims, in

Rpite of the fact that we are repeatedly
bheing toll that woilern <cience haa ren-

dlered werial naw comparatively
safe. At St Louis, A i
nanid Wheeler, companion,

uned Glis<er, were both Kitled duriog &
flizht in an asropla The machine be-
ilhie able in the pusly wind,
ulo a telegraph pole. he-
Another
wvintor mmad Rogors wias Killed through
n gl abtaining ontral of a wire dor-
i I 1hns preventing RHogers
AR TREHITT
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el fadely
Tist of victilmie shows mr <igns of dir
lion,  We

are =t a loug way alist
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auys that the more he
Lill th 1ure he wants to
He eontemds that the bill
ates o dunl con cand thet there
will b two hodied with poner to raise
Toanz and to levy rates.  People are
not fon) of rate< umler any conditions,
hut 1he pro~pect of paring rates {0 two
arparate hodies Is particuturly eajeulated
to raise the ire of lhe average citizen.
Tke doclor pointa oul that the ecarly
days there were mine prov 1 counvils,

the

wlinekies
narier -ir.

« Property of private individunals,

and the pecnle soon got rid of them.
The bill propused to create twenty-four
provinciel councila, which would be Jar
worse than pine. The doctor goes on
to point out that the new councils will
prove expemnsive, and that there will in
all probability be & decided increase in
the rates, The clause in the bill that
has provoked the most adverse eomment
ia the proposal to place part of the
coat of education on the local rtates.
It seems ito me preity. generally ad-
mitied that the cost of edncation ought
to be borne by the #Htate. There has
been eonsiderable opposition to the hill
from nearly every part of the Dominion,
ang it seems probable tbat considerable
modificationa will be necemsary if the
bill is Lo become law.
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Mr. Asgquith and Disestablishment.”

1t would appear that Mr. Asquith is
not finding the question of the Disestab-
lishment of the Welsh Church so ensy
as might have been expected. 1t was
generally regarded as u concession to
certain of hiy followers in return for
their support of Howe Rule. Most
people seemed to think that it was a
harmless concession, unlikely ta arouse
either much enthusinsm or mueh opposi-
tion.  But the proposal to devele the
revenue of the chureh to purely secular
purposes has ‘been reseated in the most
unexpected quarters. Twelse Labour
memturs have protesied agninst the bill
on the pround of imjustice. Mr. Keir
Hurdie hos done an ill-servive by pro-
clainring  that il lhe Government cun
take away the revenue of the Chureh
it eun po langer protest against the pro-
posal of the Sociatists to take away the
He aays
that he will support the bill as heing a
tirat step towards the alolition of pri-
vate owmership in land. Nor ave the
Nonconfurmists altagether pleased. More
than one minisier has pointed out that
to devote the yevenue of the Lhurch
to secular purpases is to sirike a blow
at religious inftuences at s time when
we can ifb-afford. to weaken any spiritual
foree, The "Muanchester Guardian” says
that there ia already consideralble wun-
easiness in the ranks of Liberalism, and
that outside the Welsh members, there
is hardly =2 single member of the
Liberal party wlo las mot & sirong
desire Lo substantially amend the hill.
1t is the proposal to divert the revenue
to purely secular purposes that forms
the chief stumbling ‘block. Mr. Asquith
bas promised to make substantial con-
Cessinla i committee,
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The Naval Extimates.

When My Winston Churchill suveceded
Mr MceKenna at the Admiralty the ap-
pointment was pretty freely eriticised.
Iis eritivs have reevived a surprise.  lie
has proved himself to be a strong and
vesulute  snpporter of  naval strength,
Speaking in the tioure of Commons, he
s1id, in view of Germanys extra naval
oxpenditure having cereated the condition
foreseenn by him in his recent speech, he
would ask for w supplementary vote for
shiphuilding.  Bubsequently speaking at
Lhe bangust of the Shipwrights' Uom-
Tat Ire said it was lis duty to again
sk Parliament. for men, money and
materinds [or the navy. 1le pointed out
thut it was essenfial  thut the fleet
should Dbe concentrated at a decisive
spot in European waters. (ne of the
moxt interesting paints in Mr Churehill’s
rpeech was his devlaration that the main
development of the next ten vears wonld
In: the growth of wn effective ove E]
forer.  The Motherland would maintain
the supremacy at a decisive point, while
the danghter Slates guardod awd pa-
trolled the rest of the Empice.
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Women and Birikes.

A single man can enter o a strike
with a light heart, but the vase of a
nueried man is very different. ‘Flhie mar-
riwl guan is not able to maove to other
work as eaxily an w kibgle man. and alse
1le strike pay is viten toluHly inadequate
for e nevds of a man with o wife aped
family Lo support.  For this reason it
aevans only fair thoat the wives should
have somne may e the nmtter of a slrike,
We note that the strike beaders at Waihi
inteml giving lectuteas to the wives and
dauglhiters of the men on sirike on the
reanifold advantages to be gbtained by a
We hope they may muccesd in
efforta, It wonkd greatly help the
cuure of industrinl peace if, whenever Uhe
mea went on strike, the women also touk
# hund in the game, and refused to enck,
or wash, or »w, or mind the house, titl
the men returned to work. LI a strika

“ihings for granted, auvd to forget
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A Famous Soldier

e

LIEUT-GENERAL BADEN-FOWELL
Founder of the Boy Scout Movement, Visits Auckland Next Weei

VERY Jdistingumshed visitor to
Auckland next week will be
Lirutenant-General Hir Robert
Baden-Powell, K. K.CV.0,

well remembered as the guiding spirit. in

the gallant defence of Mafeking, und al-
most ag well known since as the feinder

ef the Boy-Neout movement. “B.P.*

as he was everywhere called by every-

body during the Boer War, has had a

splendidly filled service rerord.  Born in

1837—the date of the Indian Mutiny—
he may claim to have lad Mars as his
natal star, and he kas certainly spent
his life amid wars and - the rumours
ihereof. He fitat saw artive service
with the 13th Hussars in 1ndia, Afghan-
istan, =nd Sonth Africa; and next, after

& spell nt big-gamie hunting in India and

Africa, took part as a Hpecial Service

Officer in the Zulu War of 1488.  In the

dight of later developments it is inter-

esting to notice that he was in  this
campaign selected to take vommand of

the ¥nlu Native eouta. It is not im-

probable that he added considerably to

his knowledge of seouting during this
period, since the %utus are famous for
their gkill as trackers, and their Inherited
stock of Dush-Jote has always heen the
ndmiration of kindred spirits amongst the

Britishers.  After an  expedilion to

Swazilamt jn the following year, Baden-

Powell's next canwaign was on the oppo-

site side of the Contlinent: he was sent

on special tervice to Ashanti under Sie

Francia Meott on the orfasion of the ex-

pedition against King Prempelr.  Hers

he was placed in command of the native
levies, whom he orzanised as scouts, and
whonr e transformied inte  first-class
fighting material. Ile has himself chron-
icted the history of this eampaign in his
well-known and very readabie book, “The

Downfall of Prempeh.” published the

year after the Ashanti War. In 1896-7

it was “the enmp and ihe lnager again®”

—this time in Matabeleland, where he

was Chief Staff Officer.  His  scouting

proclivities were again in evidence here,
for he coutrived to put in some nolable
scouting work in the Matopo Mills, hav-
ing witls him a no less celebrated Scont
than Major Burnlam, a boys hero  if
ever there was one, who Ted an exiraor-
dinary fife fuil of thrilling adventures
and haic-breadth  escapes. Baden-

Powell saw India again in the same year,

when he was in command of the 5th

Dragaon Guards.

From a hunting expedition 4o Kashnir
he was recalled to take part in  the
greatest campaign of his career, the
Fonth Afviean War, in which he was to
nake lis name. {n the outbreak of
Tiostilitie=, lie raised and esmmanded o
Colonial Frontier Force for Rhodesia
ad Bechaanaland, and then took charre
of the smail force in Mafecking. From
the 1d4th of Celober, 1899, althougl sur-
rounded by a greatly superior body of
Doers, and in spite of a close invest-
ment, of determine] assaults, and of
starvalion rations, he and his  plucky
little garrison kept the flag flving until

the siege was raised Ly Mshon and
Tluniey on May 17-18, 16500, Tt is a far

cry now back fo the dark days of Lhe
Boer War —1he Javs after Methven had
bren- defeated at Magersfoniein, Gatacra
at Stormberg. and Buller at Turela. and
Laddvamith. Kimlkerlev, anl Mafeking
were all havit pressed—and we are now-
a-duvs n little inclined to take tliese
the
~truez aml dension of that time.  Fliere
has certainly been a disposition lo de-
nre the serionsness of the sieve of
Mafeking. Donbiless a great deal of
hyaterical writing there wad, with ex-

hotiduy is gand for the men. so as to
enable them to altend free picture skhows
and  athlelie wporta, a wtrike holiday
wonlil alse b gowd for the women, so ns
to enable them to pay eally amd lo take
2 doy or twno in the esuntry. At present
the men get all the best of the deal,
wihile the womun hasa {o keep house on a
greatly diminished income pnd ook after
children renderrd more thon usunlly
pervish by the lack of proper food. 1f
women struck againat a strike, we might
see fewer strikes in our midst,

aggerated accounis of what the garrison
had to face; but when all allowancos
have been made for what appeared im
the I'ress at a time of intense national
excitement, the fuct still aiands out that
the delence of Mafeking was one of tho
brightest and most gallant episodes of
the war, anil its moral efect was ol the,
highest value. To obtain an idea of
how it was resarded by eompetent au-
therities, we have to go back twelve
vears. In the “Times” of the day the
siege wag raiseil, a very just estimate of
the parrison’'s work appeared, and in
that always well-informed journal we
find the following:—*lhere has been
nothing like the defence of Maleking
in modern history. Kars and Lucknow
were line examples of valour, endurance,
and resonreefulness, but in earh case
the means of defence were infinitely,
greater than those which were at the dis-
po=al of Colonel Balden-Powell and  his
valiunt comrades, and the enemy . wha
Deleagured Mafeking were well provided
with modern artillery. and wrere able to
make goud use of their guns.  'The de-
fence of Kimberley awd the defence of
ladysmith will be recorded among the
noblest achievements of the British
Army, and the latier at any rate has
had a decisive influence on the campaign.
Rul there is a touch of romantie deve-
tion about the defence of Mafeking that
gives it a peculiar place in our mibtary
hiatory.  Perhapa no personnge whose
name has become promirent in this war
is more admired and trusted than Colonel
Baden-Powell. No man in our day has
done so mueh with such rlender means,
None has shown a more unguenchable
cheerfuiness in the presence of erushing
dangera and crizel trials.  None has dis-
played a greater fertility of resource in
devising expedients any in turning to the
bert aceount the gradually dwindling
powers of & half-starved population. 1%
is to the enrrgy of Colonel Baden-Powell
that we owe the organisation of 1hé
force which was able not only to hold
Mafeking, but to bFeep ihe Boers back
from raiding Bechnanaland.  The Pro-
tectorate Repginient which was raised by
Colnnel Baden-Powell ant Uclonel Plu-
mer has done work which canunot be over-
eatimatel”

So much for Mafeking., Tt is Baden-
Powells chief ¢luim to our regard, and
just how big & aim it s might be real-
jsed if we eonll recall gquite how we felb
towarda him at the time. Supposing he
had come to Ausiralasia  to  lectura
iwelve years ago instead of to-day, hew
we would have thronuel to see him and
ip hear him! The achirvement ia none
the. less great bhoeanse of the Japse of
twelve years.  He has himself, however,
been helping ms io forget it because he
has focussed our eyes upnn lim in an-
other eapacity. That the Boy-Scout
movement is a big idea is undeniabley
that it will lead to sreaf things in the
Imperial aense is the beliel and hope of
some of the most eminent of onr nili-
tary experts, aml upon ihis subjeei nons
speaks with greater awthority and nene
has more belief anl hope than the en-
thusiastic foumder, o delivers an ad-
dress at Avckland nest Monday evening.

Freak Soldiers. ..

Vicitory to Hu=sin me no longer fe-
paled with the sight of freak regiments.
When Frederick Leveson-Gower weat to
Moscow in 185 for the eoronntion of
Atexander 11, he noticed “opposite onr
house, as the procession paksed, a regi-
ment called Pawlovski, 211 the men hav-
ing tnrnel vp noses, and therefore reaem-
bling him. It eeems it was the fashion
hers to compose regiments of men all
having the same features. The late
Eniperor told rectnits off acrording to
their looks. There in one regiment of
men all marked with the =nall-pox, Thix
Panloveki regiment ikl & thing which
amuscrd e, Just before the coriege
caine up they all Mew their neaen at the
word of rommand. This wan in order
that none of them might anerar whem
the Emperar parsed, as their doiog sg
would bring hima bad luck.” L s e




