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these geatlemen “afe recoghised as lead-
Ing authorities im their professions, and

they huve moted a9 adjudicators at &l -

the principal competition - festivals in
Australasia. In Sydney, Mr. Orchard oc-
cupies a very high posilion in musieal
circles, and as vonductor of the Sydney
Liedertafel and Madrigal Society his
musical abilities are remonstrated by
the magniticent performances  which
these Societica give under his direction.
As & composer Mr. OUrchard has  alo
wchieved fume, reveral of hiz rongs and
Choral works having become extremely
popular in Eagland and Auvstralin.  As
an adjudicatar, Mr. (rohanl has Theen
moeat sucressful, and the demand for dria
worvices in this eapacity are more than
the can fill. and the Aurkland Competi-
tions Hociety is fortumate in having
secured such a thorough musician and
adjudicator. The clowction adjudicalor,
Mr. W. L. Paine, hn3 hal n most distin-
gaished career, and ever since (R8I when
be was champion of the famouns Hullarat
Festival he has won awccesa as performer,
teacher and adjudivater. En conjunction
with Mr, Walter Bentley, AMr. 1%aine bag
hppeared in many Shakesperian  pro-
uctions, and lutterly with the asaist-
ance gf Mra. Paing has conducted in Mel-
hourne “The Madern Acxdemy of EKlo-
¥ution,” whick is recégnised as Lhe finest
cloculion school in Vietoria. For ‘the
past 20 veara Mr. Paire has adjudic
t all the leading festivals, dnelud
allarat, Melbourre (=ix years), Yann-
eston, Hobart, llamilton, Queenscliff,
md many otlers, ul all of which hiy
work was appreciated by the sacieties,
gompetitors and public. and all Tutending
vompetitors for the Auvckland compeli-
Ljona, which are to be leld in Auguat,
!fc:)uld Tave the prealest contidence in
Mr. Paine's judgments, and brueflit by
Lis good advice.

Empire Day Concert.

Amongst  tha efforta which
are belug mede (o draw togpether in
closer comradeship the scattered mem-
pers'oi ikiy great Fmpive. none should
appeal more strongly than the claims
of music. Above a1l things, music ana
bong are caleulated to rouse patrintic
and brotlierly sentiment, a fact whivh
was fully demonstrated by the enthusias-
tic progres of . the  Shettield  Choic.
There are two sovicties now working iu

varicuns

thuckland  whose  objecta are commm,
although the work lies in somewhbat dif-
ferent di ions,  Ths one the “Over-

seas (ul pari of ita ereed—the
pledze, “to maistain the heritage hand-
ed down to us by our fatherz” and aa
its special work, the  estnbliching . im
Auckiand  of  aa Fragration Burenw,
- through the medinn of whiclh emigrants
of a suitahle elesa will he  songht  for
woil assisted on ther arnval.

The “Victoria League™ i+ =6 nawed in
memaory of Her late Majesty (n g
Toria. It Qs @ noo-party Asse
British men amd wome L1 vhjects ara
da advance the gencral interests of the
Euopire as & whole, and tn promote and
foster every movement  caleslated 1o
wllect a cloaer nnign between the Mather
Country and the coloniea.  IF receives
Bl distribules Iaperial information and
musists with advice and Toapitality Bei-
tons feow ali parta of the Fapire viiting
Gireat Hritain or the Overseas Duminion.
The League alse fukes eare of the graves
of soldiery ond other= who ave rendered
wervive to the Enpire,

On Fierpive Txay, Friday the 240k fust,
A prand patriotic coneert will be given in
aid ol the funda uf thes Societies, The
wrtisls nwppearing have given their ser-
¥ices aratuitously sz their jpuota ta Tm-
prrialisng, awl 4 glamce at Lliwir mames
il revesrl  the  exeellent  progrimme
h will be salamitted to 1l

The following sl peatbomen will
e Madame Wisloert, Madiwune  fea-
irik  Markatedt, Mrs. Sutheelund, Miss
Muackeuzie, Mewrs.. H. Barry ey,
CHliver Farrow, aml  Wilfrid Manning,
whilst Herr Pechotech will

his  crlebrated  vinlin
Ftlid Jday wilt e the e
w. arp will pliy nppr ate argan

pumbers, gl the Hickenliead  Musieal

Erecnty aned the Doed Seonbs will
~ ‘hermnace of e, IHis
xeellency the ¢ o patron

o vy the = ler wlhose  wu-
apiced the  ean e given, loed
kindly wignified his intention of  lwing
present, The fullowimg Dulied and gent le.
mien are the conrert committee: — Mes-
dames 1lope  Lewin,
JoT Culpan; - Mesara,
‘(chairmany, N. Clicanels, J. 05, ;
sy Statham and My, J. C. Haine (joint
secretarvies), -

, -

Vou Arx, Yusionist. .

Von Arx, the * maypician,” and illusion-
ist, opened, his Auckisnd season at His
Majosty's Theatre on Saturday ' night,
Although s lurge pumber of his tricks
lacked movelty, he possesses undoubted
wkill and .dexterity, und goes 1o work in
a qguick, businesslike wivie. Many of
hia best illusions are cleverly earried out
with the nssistance of a lady, who ap-
Ppears and disappears at will, and, indeed,
completely bafles the audience, even to
Lhe mnn who is always ready to explain
*how il is done.” The final illusion is
particudarly striking. The lady is tied
up in & bag, and placed in a trank which
i3 locked and eorded up. The dirunk 1a
conceated in & cabinet, inside which Von
Arx poes alie. In a few seconds thz
curiain ia lifted to show the girl out<ile
the trunk and the conjuror inside the
box and bag, bLoth lockel nad tied as
before.  Aiv eccentric juiraling * tuin” by
Gieorge Murphy cauaed n good deal of
nmusement. Trofessor Ilean gives an
exhibition of burlesque hypnotizam which
can be taken seriously by . those who
wish to do s6. He is assisted by several
" subjects ” who Rre all readily suscep-

for the Australian production of “Get-
Rich-Quick Walkngford,”, towards the
end of the present year, * ‘This company
will also play “The Y¥ortune liunter’
and “Excuse Me,” wiich, like “Get-Rich-
Quick Wallingford,” have had pronoune-
ed success in America, . The lasi-men-
tioned farcical comedy was written by
Mr. Colian himself, who is the aulbor of
most of the pieces in which he appeara.

While it does not lake the alune out
of the 1002 production, says the Sydoey
“Referee,” the revival of *Ben HMur” at
tlhe Theatre Royal elaima wecognition as
an important theatrical event. Only in
regard to the diessing of the religious
melodrama was there an opening left for
faunlt-finding. The slage costwnes were
richer and more "“in tune”™ when - “Ren
Hur” was performed ab Her Majesty's.
With insuflicient time for the work of
preparation ia this department, the pro-
ducers, Mr. Wylert Stamford and Mr.
James W. Hazlirt, and the wardrobe
mistress, Miss Finily Nathan, did all that
could be reasomably cxpeeted of them,
8till the obhservant gnea in the crowided
andience muat have noliced that lack
of harmony in the colours and the jar-

FLAY TITLES

TRAVE

“The Pigeon.™

title to the influence of the Profes
andl in  addition  show a :
abilily towards comed, :

The entertuintnent, with varions al-
terations and additions, will .be' repoented
nightly for a limited season. i .

sar,

-
Stray Notes. - N

The Kaiser is planning a new opera-
house for Bierlin. blia desire is that the
building shuall be simple in des
not e overloaded with ornatne
The present opera-house  seats

1800
people, but His Majesty wishes the new

building to seal 2500. At the Kuaisers
desire there will be a considerable num-
bier of places for wale at a very moderate
fizrure.

Mr. Julinsg Knight  is appearing  at
the Repertory Theatre in Manchester—
the {laiety—and won tributea from the
critiea for his performauce in a leading
role in Mra. W. K. Clffurd’s play, “The
Likeneaa of the Nigh The "Guard-
i10” eritic writes: —"No praise-can  Le
too hizh for Mr. Julius Knight. His
porformance was wimirable throughout
in tone’ and feeling, and techpically a
wmost finibsed piece of acting.”

There have been ahont 2000 perform-
ances of “(harlex’s Aunt™ in lLonden,
Nineteen years ama the play was pro-
Auced at the ohl Glube ‘Theatre, where
it ran for over four yeard —the longest
run ever enjoyed by a play in the Weat
lind of Londun, consisting of over 14W
ve perforarances. In the whole

of the United Kinglom the play hna
Leen performed =ome WM} i sand

about five million Jer<ote have seen it.
“LCharley's Aunt” s Leen dran<lated
and played in every cunnlry on the ¢'on-
tinent, nnd has oven veptnved 1he Livea-
tres in Japan. In rreany the Kaiser
commanded two  special  perfornnnces.
Taking Lhe enlire world, it bs e<timated
that “Charley’a Aunt™ has heen played
25003 times, and that about 25,000,500
persons have seen jt.

The .1 C. Williaprsor firm has re.ently
acquired, amongt ather plavs, ~Mila-
stones,” the artiatic Play written by Mr.
Arnald Beanetd in callal:ovation with the
thor of “Kizmet,” Ma. Eidlward I<nab-
Luch, and prodoes T wnt loug sinee in
London, " “Nighthird«" the 1 oer atdap.

tatign by Mins Clvlys Unmer of  “Dia
Fledermae will reach Sydnev in June,

at the Criterian. Mr. LU anil
Miss Josephine Calivn  (minter of Mr.
Gearge Colan, Lthe well bnown New York
authpr and manager) linve Leen engaged

ring modeenity of aome of Lhe dress de-
signs took off from the effeciivencss of
stage pictures which were oltherwise ad-
nble from the. spectacular point of
view. On the principle of compensalion
the leading part was played in @ much
better mauner than ‘it was played ten
years ago.. In a sense the brilliant prr-
sonal achieveineni of Mr. Eric Maxon in
the character of Ben Hur was the saving
grace of i{he revival.. The young English
actor who came to Awstralia with Mr,
H. B. Irving dominated the performance,
and- won his lanrels in_ the maaner of
an arlist who has at his command, in
addition to fire, fecvour, and fecling, the
enviable quality which seems to surround
an actor with_ the atmoasphere of ro-
mance in a vomantic part. It waa the
union of the man and ihe opporlunity.

Within n few_ days {says the writer
of Ausical Notes in the “London Daily
Telegraph” of March 28th) london has
given a welcome recently to three pian-.
ists who have long Leen aumbrred among
the gianty of the kexboard. Their nam-s
are Sauer, Busoni, and Godowsky—we
give them in the order in which the nr-
tists appeated. and not according  te
their respeetive merits in the view vither
of the public or of any individuz,.. The .
question ag to which of the three Je-
serves to rank highest is one ihat only
the preatly during would answer ofl-
hand,
dictated by purely technical consilera:
tions, ver
refleclion, would care to supply it.  And
wha, to take an even knollier prableu,
wonld venture to lay down kn emphalic
opinion as to who is the greatest living
praniat *  COur thoughts are dirceted s
the question by seving the statement nt-

—_—

H'you want to learn to PLAY
the

Wickins'
Piano Tutor
English snd Foreign

Fingering
Pout froe. of a2t Musin
Belletn

Indeed. if the reply had to bo -

few people, even after mafuve .- -

The Weekly Graphic ‘and New' Zealand Mail ‘for - May 722,71912,

tributsd to Mr Saver that, to his mind,
Fouet Hofmunn ia “the greatest piuniat
in the world to-day™ And the older
pianist is further credited with the opin-
iom that it is only lofmanna want of
personality mnd luck of “long, fowing
locka” that prevents the public from yo-
cognising his clnim to thab exatfed posi-
tion. It must be some years since Fof-
mann pluyed in this country, where, in-
deed, he iy ehiefly remembered as a pro-
digy of quite extraordinary powera. Bnt
thut was in the eighties, hefore wonder-
¢children, pianmstic and otherwise, breangy
a glut in the musical market.

-

The microbe moaned and wazged his btall
Threw wup Lis eyes oud slghed —
“If 1 should try to kill and fuii,
'm down fur sulehde ™ o
ile bit a lurynx a: ly,
But Woods" (reat mprermint {'ure
Cirme down and killed biue fnstantly,
Al gnved the patieul sure.
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TOWN HALL

PEMI'IRE DAY, FRIDAY, 24th INNT,

GRAND PATRIOTIC CONCERT,
Cuder mj I;'nﬁ:-ruuu:p of
IS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR.

Arilela:

WIRLARRT, MADAME KEaT
RIX AARKSTEL MIKH HUTIIER-
LAXTy, MESR MACKENALIE, ’
MEIRRE RAMUND PECLETSCIL

Messrs M. BARRY  COXEY, OLTAYER
FARROW, WILFIRID MANNING,
Flocutionizt, MIS8 EILSIF JAY.

i Mi w. T. BSHARD,

IWTHE EIRKENITEADY AND NOWTHOUTH

MUSICAL SOCIETY
THE DOMINION BGY BCOUTH,

BANAMFE

Organist

_—— .
Llmission: 230 Seats at 1/, Heserved 2/
Hox Plan af Wildmaw and Arcya, -

HIS MAJESTY'S
THEATRE
Loessee oL . . Mr . R, Railey.
N Direciion . -
Regluatd Wrkeham and Edward Nable.

Commencing
SATURDAY, MAY 25,

WYRLLHAM AND NABLHA
*zesent thelr
MUSICAT, FARCE (OMEDY,

MR. PLASTER OF PARIS.

The Cempany will i the follywiuy
uslen edy Artists:
PRESSY PREXTON.

Hia

M
Miss Maud

helw oyl Mr Max Momicsole
Misx Ida Jugersole My Meginald Wykeham
Atisw Stella O M I 1 Kalla

Mr Ernest Lu

Mr MHarry Kayner
The play prodaced hy
rlres:

man Al Arvey’
Hepresentative,

Thiy Maley at
A HRANDUON-CLEMEK.

AUCKLAND'S ANNUAL
“ACADEMY."

O BXIIIRITIQN,
COoRT R .

ROCTETY

ver 300 Choice Bxhibits —
OIL PAINTINGS
WATER COLOU RS
PUHOTUMIRATHI! STUDIEA.
Winners in fhe Roclety™s Arg lon kele:
© thelrcown Prizes from- the walls of -
the Gallery. .
NO'W OIPEN. . -

AFTERNMON AN EVENING.
ADMIASRION, 14 S
Afternonn  Tril  provi by the Ladi=s

Comaittes on Wednexilay sud
Snturday fach werk,

HAVE YOU VISITED THE LYRIC
THEATRE YET?

Direction MHayward's Enterprises, 1id.
H

MOST UP-TO-DATE PICTURE
THEATRE IN THE DOMINION.

Lose no time In speadleg A pleasacd
"~ ng ut
' THTAYWAIL FMICTURES. '
DRLLIANT L
T'ERFT (OITCTION. -
Al TR STRAD[NTRR
SUPENL BEA Al AMMOTATION.
MAGN ENT FIT.MH,

In farl, THE LYRIC siarts wiere others
fluigh, mud the reenlt W4 ugezempled
ponoiarity, R
1/8. 1/, [z penes.
Eeals may be booked 8t Wildwan sud Arey's



