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The Week

in Review.

The Burglax,

YDXNEY is experieneing » verit-
alle reign of terror by Teazon
of the numerous burglasies that
Lave tiaken place recenlly.

fEvery day eome new case has been
rhroiicled of ammed and masked men
patering a dwelling place at night and
gunfizcating whatever ‘alua.b!e-s they
pould lay hid of. On= burglar, who
was canghl, was sentenced to im-
risonment fur life, but nel even &hi3
{“&em;nlar_\' sentene haz deterred thy
marauders, who are rapidly crealing
Bbomethiug ke & panic mmongst ihe
rc:-n-]enls of the city and subnrba.  The
day folluwing Lhe passing of thiy &en-
fence no fewer than five burglaries were
reported. 1n three ca-es hrr-e auma of
money were obtained; in oue case tha
Looty consisfed of £ worth of dia-
menda, and in xnother a man who waa
driving ir a sulky was bailed up by
two armed men and robbed of £3. Tha
police seem uiterly - powerless to cope
with the outbreak, and citirens ars
frining  themselves and  taking olher
etepa for proteclion from whatl meema
to Dbe little shorl of §n organized war
upon property. 1f the burglaries are
tontinued, it is probable thal a vigilana
rommittee will ba formed to prolect
bhe city at oight

> o

The Mounted Ridles,

The most andent anti militarist mast
have had fuood for thiought when he saw
the recent march of the Third Auckland
Mounted Iifles through the atreels of
the eity la~1 week. It would have beea
difficult 1o tnd a more healibhy-lobking
1ot of Jads anvwhere, Their traiming in
£amp had workel wonders, In the cours)
of a few davz they had acquired quite
R Diilitary bearing, and, in spite of thae
fact {hat thvir bor-cs were for the mosk
gs:\rt. new to the work, they kept their
ires a3 if lu the manner born. It was
qaite evideiit that the training Lias Leen
productive of nothing but geod from an
rlumativnul joint of view, Compulsory
training. guite aparf from any question
of Its miiitary yalue, has had an un-
doubtel in nee for pood in teaching
tha lals of di-cipline, obedien -e,
and seli-reliance, lee as much a3 our

Brhoals, the ¢ anp i3 farmiing ;_mad cili-
grus. The brhavivir of the men in camp
fwas beyend all praise. They were keenlp
foterested iu their work, they tosk 8
real pride in their arms sod accontre-

ents, and 1bey evinced & willingness to
carn and to be taught. From the Gen-
rral down tu the veriest tyro all the
Nisitors to the camp expressed their sur-
prise at the rapil way in which the men
b3d pirked up ther work,

- o -~

Not m Mackhine.

That b where the New Zealand snldier
excela, e i ot mierely & machine, bat
axs m hixh degree of intelligence.
iinks for himeelf, and §s quick ta
prasp the ineaning of uny new movement
e may e tanght. The eouniry lad is
& barn rider, and ean manage his hurse
under any circemstances. 14 would, of
cottrse, be ah<urd to expect from re-
cruits  the trained mnavements of an
Engli-h regiment, tut we feel
quitea sufe i eaying 1hat very few Yea-
manry regiments would have dune betier
than dit the men of the Mounted Riflea,
Easpecially noticenhle waa the thoroughty
healthy moral fona that pervaded the
cxmp.  Not that the men wers mainie;
they wera just clean, wholesome British
Lads with & trus Dritish coatempt for all

that waz uamanly or dishononrable. They
wers keenly alive to their duty, and
chowed mn excellent apirit in carrying
out the commands of their ofticers. Much
avas due to the tact and personality of
those in command. There was neither
tog mrch discipline nor too much laxity.
Nor waa there any Lad larguage in the
real meaning of the term, The favourite
expresaion was the quaint mediaeval ad-
Lz:ntion “By our lady,” used ia tha al-

evisded and much l2ss  euphonious
form which i so common in the coloniea.
In weing the shori form of the words,
we are apt to loae sight of the religions
siymificance of the phra.ae. It may b=
said ihal both fo their military work
in the general tone of Lhe camp the
Third Muounted Rifles proved Lhemaselym
worthy of ihe high homour whi-h His
Majesty the King haa rpceatly conferrel
on them.

£ o

Napelecon and the Tailor.

Boldiers are noted for the smartness
and correctaesa of their dress, but not
every greal commander has been punctil-
fona abdut his wmilorm, I is sxid that
Napoleon was the deapair of hia tailor.
Acrcording 1o Dr. Poumiea.de Ia Siboutie,
iht Fmperor waa conatilutioraily mneg-
Jigeat in hiz atlire, aod it was not till
voe of his sisters admonished him thad
ha put himself into the hands of tha
fashionable tailor of the day, Leger. And
®o the tyrant met his tyrant. Leger
consistently ignored his Imperial patron’a
suggestipos concerning him clothea, For
inslance, the Emperor wished the skirta
of his tunics to bo turned Lack lika2
those of Frederik the Great. *I shoull
nat Lhink of allowing auch a thio;
You would Inok alzurd, and my Tpu
tion would be loat. . . . 1 would not
arake you awh & tunic if yuu offered ma
the whole of your Fwmpire” And tle
Fmperor Jaughed and guve way. Eoger
thought the Fmperor uot only Indiffer-
eut, but. niggardly, “He orce asked ma
to put » patch on lis huntingdreeches,
wlhere his hanger Lad worn a Tiale, 1
refused point blank™  In the end the
tailor gave him up. “My other cuslom-
ers,” he eaid, “were warth more money
to me. Murat, Prince Fugene, Burghese,
Nerthier, apent 41,000 to G)M0 francs a
year on their own backa, haslles the
Biils they ran up fur their honselolds.
And a0 the great man failed to b2 a hiwro
to his tallor.

oA

Antarctie Sewlng.

Sir Ernest Bhackleton made an amusing
eptech recenlly at a meeling in Houth-
wark fn connection with the Ciirl fronte
movement, He mald he believed that Boy
feouts eometimes found people when
they were loat, and if the Girl Guides
were going to do that, ic hoped when ha
s loat they woukd find him. The edu-
catlon in cookery, and auch Lke sul-
jecta, wan very fmportant. When they
wers away In the Houth Ilar regions
they Jearned how to sew, and he woull
Tack himeelt apainst any  Girl  Guile
there to darm & slocking or put & patch
on. He remembered ance when his trou-
®ETE FATO WAY Yery budly be made o
new leg by cutting & leg aff another paic
wnd sewing it on. Hut they learned ta
padch Lhieir elothas nn the lust expedibion
he was on, a» they had no spare dolhes
e did not suppose any of the girla pre-
sent had ever had te darm & Dlonse at
ity degreea bidow rero, when they had
fo warm the necdle hy patling it into
their mouthe firsk, The only man who
made & had job of it wan & learn~d pro-
feanor, wio sewed & Lution on over the

The Sentence on Tom Manm,

The sentence of six months' imprigon-
ment passed on Tom Mann for seditious
utterances wili be sure to provoke a
storm of protest from the members of
the Labour party at Iiome, The ¢ir-
cumatances leading up ito the sentenca
were these: Three men associated with
a paper called the “Syndicalist™ were
arrested and tried for scdition on ae-
count of an article which had appeared
in that paper call:ng wpon the soldiera
not to shoot if ordered to da se. These
three men were convicted, and one wai
sentenced to mine montls' imprisonment
and the other two fn six monihs' with
kard labour, Immediately the senlences
liad been passed there wan such an out-
cry that the Covernment during 1he
courae of the foliowing week redneed the
sentences of six muntha to one month
and the sentonce of nive muntha waa
reduce] to six manthe. The arntence of
lLard labour waa rewirted in each cuan
Many members wanted to knew why the
editor of the “Labuur Lead which
had previously urgsl roldiers not o
shool men taking part in the slrike, had
nrat Deen zimilarly prosecuted. Mr{ray-
aon had also given similar advice, and
the awkward queslion was asked why he
had nst been proscculed. Others want-
ed to know why Sir Edward Carson,
who had incited the men of Mster to
reaist Honue Rule, had xnot been dealt
with for treason. The Attorney-Liener-
al waa bowbarded with these and aimilar
guestious, and &3 & Tesult the sentencea
were reluced iu Lhe manner we have
mentioned,

ok o
A Sticuler for Grammar,

Mhen Tom Mann was placed on trial
he made a statement to the effect that
he waa willing {o asaume the responsi-
bility for the advice given in the “Syndi-
calist” urging the soldiers vet 10 shont.
that ha would alwaya give simi-

i He made 'ln'w statement
in Conurt whivh waa Jnly Taken dmwn
and tead over to him. 1w the course of
]na statement Lie had esaid that the ques-
tion at dwsue was lia peraanal eulpa-
Uility for the ertivle which had appeared.
When the statemenl was read over to
him he asked leave to amend ‘!:e phrass
Spersonal entpakility for” Lo “perannal
cilpability in connection with” alleging
that the uas nf the preposition
waa Dad grammar and sounded maly.
Hin rounzel endeavours! to shew that it
waa mecrssary under the Aet that it
aghould he proved that thia particular
article hal been tesdl by the soldiers,
Tt aa the accuzed was only placed on
trial for alttemplinz to influrnca the
soldiers the plea af his counsel did oot
avail.

"

The Rigkt of Free Speech,

Tha whole gnestion {1 Intimately
bouad up with tha gquestion of frens
epeech. 1he Socialisls cluimed the right
to pay what they pleased, and the prose-
cetion denied the right of any man to
¥ncite the soldiers to mutiny. Mr. Vie-
tor Grayson stumpad the counlry defy-
inz tha Attorney-Ueneral to prosecutsa
him. Idemonatrations were held in dif-
ferent parts of Englaml, protesting that
the right of free speech was being filchad
from tha people. To thesn statementas
Nir Isaas Rufus replicd that the right of
free speech was Jimiled by the Mutiny
Act, ang that it was & distinet offence ta
incite apldiera to be faulse to their alke-
piance, The soldicra wera there {o main-
tuin law and order, aud o pretcet the

livea anl praperty of citizens. The sol-
dicra had nothing to do with the merits
or demerits of any particnlar strike, but
they had to ace that lives were nol jro-
pardise.d Ly ihe tawlcaa aclion of the
mub. The wizdom of tkia will he appar-
ent to all right-thinking people. Kol
diers are only called in to hrlp the police
in the eveal of the civit power being un-
ahla to cope with ristous behavionr. o
urge the soldiera not to do their duly
iz, therefore, eguivalent to inciling the
police not Lo do theira.  ¥Few outzide the
ranka of the eriminal clazses would have
any sympalhy with anyons who urged
the police nok to arrest a burglar or a
murderer. The maintenance of lnw and
order is the firat duly of the (overn-
ment, and anyone whe attemp's to in-
terfers with tho due carrying oul of this
duly can claim small aympathy from lhe
communaity at large.

R o
Moter Traffic.

In view of the nmnerous accidents and
fatalities that have happered rececily
{n eonneclion with motor cars, 1t wonld
seem that gomething ought 1o be dune
In the dirertiun of regulating the speed
at wlhich the cars travel, aod af secing
that only competent drivers ate in charge
of the cara. There is, of routse. A apeed
lirrit, and in theory prople exceeding Lhia
Limit mre prosecuted, but §n prastice mort
people seem to travel at any pace Lhey
plense. To excoed the limit ia nob re-
garded hy many person3 n= bemg inoany
way 8 &érious breach of Lhe Inw, hut is
luoked upon by the large majority of
motorists as & form aof sporl. In the case
of private cars there is no requlation
securing ilhe competence of drivers. A
Loy of twelve moy drive a private &ar,
and thers la mng toil of efficieney 10
quired. Nor 1a therc any inapection of
private cars, to ensure the proper work-
Ing of Lhe Lraker, Trivate curs sughbl lo
Le brought inbe line wilh licensed cars.
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