
mud-walled residence of the sheik, and
after him came sailors tearing various

bulky packages. Just what arguments
this secret agent brought to bear on the

crafty old ruler of Koweit are of small

consequence here. Perhaps it was the

case of repeating lilies and the embroid

ered saddlecloth and certain canvas

sacks with clinking contents that turned
the trick. Sutlice it to say that an ob-

scure Arab chieftain, as the ruler of a

>pot determined upon for the terminus

of an epoch making railway system, and

a secret agent of the Indian Intelligence
Department. as the representative of

11 is Britannic Majesty, then ami there
concluded a treaty — a trille informal,

it is true, but a treaty just the same—

whereby the sheik of Koweit disavowal
his allegiance to the Sultan and accepted
the protection of (heat Britain as re-

presented b\ one small gunboat in the

harbour.

As soon as the treaty was concluded,

the British agent gave a signal with his

handkerchief, and the sailors, who went

about the business as if they had done

the same sort of thing before brought

ashore ami erected with astonishing
alacrity a flagstaff which, .by a peculiar
coincidence. they happened to have on

board.

The sailors formed ranks, a little ball

of bunting ran up the staff, ami. reaching
the top. broke out into the I nion Jack,

the guns of the waxship barked a salute,

the agent took <»tf his hehnet —whether

from relief or respect 1 searely know —-

ami the dream of \\ illiam the Am-

bitious was rudely shattered.
Twenty-four hours later the officials of

the Foreign Office in Berlin were astound-

ed to receive a note from Downing Street

informing them that the completion of

the Bagdad Railway to Koweit could, not

be countenanced by His Majesty s

Government unless the line was intei-

nationalized ami a half share handed

over to England, for. as the Secretary

of State for Foreign Affairs explained in

his very polite note. Koweit was now

British soil. So the workmen were paid
Off. ami the international wrangling as

to terms began. And to-day a certain

political agent, who is noted among his

fellows for lieing particularly close-

mouthed. hangs around his neck on oc-

casions of ceremony the cross and riblmn

of the Order of the Indian Empire, be-

stowed “for services rendered.

And there, for the moment, the matter

rests. The Kaiser, in his great white

palace at Berlin, gnaws his nails and

swings his arm nervously whenever the

subject is mentioned to him. For he

knows full well that, without the consent

of Great Britain he will find no outlet

for hi< railway or for his ambitions in

the directions of Koweit. And there is

no reason to .believe, as has recently been

asserted, that he would ever consent to

construct the line to Bagdad only, en-

trusting to British enterprise the com-

pletion of the route to the Gulf.

The question now is—what nation

or group of nations is destined to carry

on the Bagdad Railway to completion
and restore the ancient land of Shinar

to its former glory ? The most desir-

able ami the most natural combination
for this service—speaking from an un-

biased standpoint—would be Germany.
France, and England. But just at pre-
sent the association of England does not

seem very likely. The Germans value

their concessions so highly, as well they
may. that thev will never, unless 1 am

greatly in error, offer the conditions of

equality which are the only terms that

would lx* accepted by England, who. to

drop into an expressive vulgaiisin. is

going to lx* “whole hog or none.** Ami

yet. in truth, it is onl\ by intermitiona

lization that the greatest results from

the scheme van lx* iialise.i the linking
of East ami West. That co-operation
would give an importance to the pro-

ject which it cannot possess ii it is

merely a railroad for the development
of Asiatic Turkey. It is no se ret the

fervor with which William 11. ha* piling
vd into this railway scheme, and I very
much mistake the grasp of his imperial
mind if he is not able to realise how

much greater would be the glory con-

tributing to establish a Highway of

Nations than that of making a German

railroad penetrating Asiatic Turkey, even

if it did threaten the Indian |x)ssessions
of his hated neighbour.

But Germany is still pursuing (he

policy of Bismarck, and the policy of

that grim, shrewd old man was essen-

tially a selfish one. so it is too much

to expect that she should willingly sur-

render even a minor interest in this

great project to a power which she so

hates ami fears. Germany, unable to

secure for herself the sovereignty of Asia

Minor, is willing to administer that r:> h

province under the suzerainty of Tur-

key. Little she recks that by adopting
this policy (which would be that of Bis-

marck. were he alive) she rivets tin*

yoke of the Turk on Armenia and Ma-

cedonia ami deprives Austria of her ac-

cess to the AEgean at Salonica. for she

appreciates full well that, being herself

unable to occupy Constantinople. it is

imperative for her t<» maintain the cre-

scent over Saint Sophia, and thus she

gives a new lease of life to the ever

menacing Eastern question.
The Kaiser, imbued with the doctrines

of Captain Mahan, prefers an outlet on

the Persian Gulf to an outlet on the

Mediterrean. and that outlet he will

eventually have, if to get it he has to

go to war with England. He knows that
as strategical positions Ormuz and Mus-

•at van never replace Gibraltar and

Terim. But a> long as ( ape Town is

n British hands, the Persian Gulf re

presents the one unbarred channel !»•*•

tween the East .mJ the West. Again
!\v placing Constantinople in connection

with the warlike of Via
Minor he has at a stroke doubled the

military power of Turkey, a powvr ul

which he max Mill liofx* t<» avail him
-••If. Koweit. be it remembered. is the
•ne British outpost which <an lie reached
by land more easily than by water: for
when flu* railwax is finished it will he
within easy striking distance of forces
massed in the fertile oasi- around Basra.
\\ illiam of Hohenzollerii has placed him

self in a position to realise the dreams
ot Irajan ami of Barbarossa, and. if I
read his character aright, he will stop
at nothing to see that dream fulfilled.
Is it to be wondered at. then, that the
Lord- of Admiralty are calling for

Dreadnoughts ami yet more Dread-

noughts.

( ome with me. noxx. unto Babylon.
Hearken and I will explain why this
ancient ami mysterious land. this, the
last of the world’s frontiers, is worthy
ot so tierce a st niggle for possession
and exploitation. Everything consider-
ed. then* is no region on earth more

deserving of close attention from manu-

facturers. merchants, and farmers than

Mesopotamia and Babylonia. For with-
in the next fexx years tin* country xxater-

ed by the Tigris ami the Euphrates is

distined to be the seem* of tin* greatest
contest tor commercial supremacy in
modern times. hi ancient times, when
the whole of Mesopotamia-Babylonia
and the greater portion of the country
lying between tin* Tigris and the moun-

tains of Persia and Kurdistan xvere arti-

ficially irrigated, those parts held the
principal granaries of the world, the soil,

according to Herodotus, yielding com

monly two hundred and even three him
died told. When t he Chaldean- people!
the delta of the I igri- and the Euphrates
t hex constrm-ted huge irrigation works
whivu turned the land from a samlx-
xvaste into a vast and luxuriant garden.
The whole plain was dotted with pros-
|x*rous ami populous cities set in the
midst of engirdling areas of wheat, for
it is from this region that xvheat. ori-

ginally found in a wild and uncultivated

state, was taken and gradually trans-
planted all over the world. At that
period the land xvas protected against
tin* inundations of the rivers and water-

ed in times of drought by a stupendous
system of dikecs and canals, which, even

at the present day. in a ruined ami sin I
< liok«sl condition, cover like a net work
tin* fave of the country.

Naturally fertile an I onvc the riche-t

region not only in \sia but in all the
world. Me-opoiamia. owing to mgle t.

is noxx a barren xvaste. ri»e an. ient ir

ligation works perished b.’.ailsv the
v< uni i x was so torn asunder by intern.*

vine warfare that the inhabitants c«>a-e 1
to keep them in repair. The scene ot

A CANAL IN BABYLONIA. SHOWING PRESENT-DAY TRANSPORTATION

METHODS.

Your patronage ~-x

solicited.

Phone. 3271.

For

Mercery, Cioth- KB

ing,Hats,and all Ji
ranges of gentle-
men's wear in

great variety.

Try

E. A. Williams,
Late 8 Upper a v

k Near
Queen St..

* n&r&ngdudpC Ku,, Symonds St

/tt
/ II

Silent Knight

minerva

MOTORS.
Ever since the advent of Motors the public has clamoured for SILENCE in an
engine. The man who has done most in this direction is Charles J. Knight F<qMINERVA MOTORS. Ltd.. London, acquired rights tomanufactureengines under the
Knight Patentsand theresult is—well—call andinspect orarrangefora demonstration

The Winning; WARREN 30, 35, 40 h.p

HARRISON & GASH,
motor importers Khyber Pass Road,
motor body builders Newmarket. Auckland.
MOTOR CAR PAINTERS ‘PHONE 1057

I “DOG’S HEAD” I
BASS

1 1»O1»VIARITY |
I >

a The delicate "
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is the result not only
of scientific brewing but

also of painstaking
bottling

Of course only the best
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make this famous ale,
but without the “ Read

Brothers, Limited”

£ methods of bottling, it
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I
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| qualities which are
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