with the Furepean ritiea with ‘which he
Is familiar. Hut there is s very large

tage of truth in his comments on
our clties, our buildings, our alleged
statuary, ond other conspicuons objects
in the urban landscape. It waa lacwvit-
able that the Doctor slonld have dis-
covered that ridiculous statute of John
Ballance in Parliument Houss grounds;
equally inevitable that Le should have
penmed & caustic word or two about the
Queens' siatne. For the _former, of
course, the municipality is not rexpons-
ible; st 1a able to shunt the bhlame on
to the General Gavernment. But there
are worsa evenares tham these statues
about Wellington, picturesque though the
eity really is. Dr, Heez found Welling-
ton very “scwnbre, bare and drab,” Very
possibty he landed here on some cold,
raipy day, when all the place looked
dour, avd the encireling hills were as
depressing as a gaol wall, But Dr. Herz,
I fancy, would see reason to change his
opinion were he to spend any time here;
rt any rate, he would discover that Wel-
lington, with ita Llue harbour and ita
green ring of hills, can be very beautiful
when it likes. Had our critic said that
Wellingion ia naturally picturesque, but
that its citizens do not {ake any trouble
1o enhance that picturesqueness of situa-
tion, he would have been very near the
mark. Our real want is more trees, more
graciows foliage, mora grassy plots in
our “drab® eity. Any Wellington resi-
dent and any chaervant visitor can indi-
cate a score of places which a little civie
eare and a very little money would make
places of great beauty,

One ypot I have in my mind’s eve just
now is the foreshore of Oriental Ray,
which is eapable of great improvement,
but which is at prezent more or lexs of a
rubbish-dumping ground for the neigh-
hourhood. Another ia the Kelburve Park,
the “made” recreation ground yon pass
in the cable ear on your way up io the
Kelburne heights. The park is some-
thing like 300 feet ahove sea-tevel;
pleasant Dbilliard-table of green turf,
where the white flannels of {he evicketera
make an enlivening pirture on Raturday
afternoons. But the effect of this green
level space among the tumbled hills is
quite spoiled by its ugly edges: bare clay
banks and treelssa borders. No attempt
hias been made to beaniify ihe fringe of
the park; no treew. no flowers. The
Council ptople apparently imagined that
with the making of the plaving-ground
their duty endeq, .

{me hopes that some one will lead a
Tew of the City Fathers up to the park
some day eoon, and run them violently
up against that staring yellow clay wall
on the one side and those rubbish piles
on the other, at the same time delivering
a brief but forcible lecturetie on the sub-
ject of pleasure grounds as they oupght ta

Then, I sappose, the Councillors
would go away, thinking hard, and divect
the City Gurdener to plant a few score
of macrotarpa  amd  pinus  fnsigous.
That's jusi about their idea of what is
fitting and beautiful in the way of soil
adornment, VWhat we want in Welling-
ton ia & good live Beautifving Society,
one which would make it ite Lusiness tn
Be@ that the municipal governing bLody
pot some sense of the arsthetic kuocked
into its rather commonplace skull. We
want  fewer Dband rotundas, fewer
“howlers” in the way of statuary, and
more trees and flowers in our publie
places,

Turnor, the Alpinist. -

An interesting chap whom one may ses
on Lambton Quay prety well any dey
just now is Mr Samue! Turner, ¥ R.(1H,
one of the world's moat famous moun-
taineers, Indeed, Englishmen who have
reviewsd his recently published bouk,
“My Climhing Adventures in Four Conti-
nents,” have called lim “the king of
climbers,” “tie world's greatest Alpin-
ist,” “Kdward Whymper's legitimats
successor,” and & varicty of other flat-
tering titlea. Mr. Turner has sealed our
Alpins monarch, Aorangi, bt that is
one of liia minor trinmpha.. Iie has car-
ried ice axe and ruosac to the summita
of some of the great Riberian heights,
and he has plodded throngh snow waist
Geep 20,000 feet above the sea on the
peaks of the Andes, Now he is seri-
ausly thinking of atlacking Mt Evereat,
for his ambition ia to reach the loftieat
pinnacle on this old globe of ours. It
will be a tremendous task, and very
enstly ns well, ard he does nob mnticipate
being able to tackle the king of the Hima-
layas for a few years yet. But he haa
any amount of self-confidence, and deter-
mination, and these qualities will g0 a.
long ‘way towards attaining his heart's
desire. For the rest, Mr Turner is a
butier buyer by calling, not exactly the
trade to make a crack Alpinist one would
imagine, Me is the New Zealand agent
for & big English produce firm; hitherta
he bas made annual trips to the Domin-
ion for his firm, but now he has settled
liere and las selected the Hutt for a
place of rewiderce. The know peaks of
the world are Lis plarground, but New
Zealand he lias made his home; there's
ro place like it in the world for healthy
and raiional life, he says—and he has
seen all the civilised world, and a good
deal of the nneiviliaed, Physically, this
climbing man does not strike the ecasnal
eye s a great athlete or gymmast, hut
Le i3 both, and a bit of an acrobat to
bott. All notable Alpinista have to be;
they have to perform “stunts™ on ice and
roek that would turn a cirews gymnast
prey. with fright, He iz under rather
than over the middle size, and he is not
cbtrusively museular,  Bub he's tough
and guick on hig legy, and he has the
doggeduess of the British bulldog.  And,
in his own homely Norih-of-England
phrase, “It's dogged as does it.”

A Memory of Sié Arthor Gerdonm.

Lord Stanwore, whose death was re-
ported per London cable this week, was
very little known in New Zealand under
that name, bus as Rir Arthur Gordon
many old colonists, abd particularly old

‘members of Parliament and Civil Ser-

vants, will remember him. Bir Arthur
way Governor of New Zealand for a
couple of years, [880 to 1882, He had
governed Iiji from 1873 to 1880, aund
then was Bhifted down lere, a not un-
welcome changs after the tropie heat,
the flies, {he Lurricanes, and other draw-
backs of life in the Cannibal Islands.
Sir Arthur had s rether autoeratic way
with him, the result, no doubt, of his
long service as ruler of Crown ¢olonies,
where a Governor does teally govern.
About the only memorable fncident of
his sojourn in New Zealand concernsg Te
Whiti, the famous old prophet of Pari-
Daka, who paseed to the Maori spirit-
land four or five years ago. Tt was in
ihe tusettled times in Tarannki, shortly
befora Bryces unforgettable raid on
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Turilmka, The Governor wishod to visit
Te Whiti at his big scttloment ut the fout
of the Muountain, thinking , no doubt,
that his influence might induce the
Prophet to luck with a more friendly
eye upon the whitea. He despatehed his
A.D.C. an English army officer. ta Tara-
naki to arcange for an interview, The
Proplet met the AD.C.; the laie Me
Charles Wilson Hurstlwuse, then a sur-
veyor in Tarvanaki, and a persona grata
with Te Whiti, was the interpreter. The
old Manri mystic siniled sorenely on the
ADC,, Lut gnve that officer and gentle-
man to understand that lie didn’'t want
io hobnoly with Covernors, and that he
intended to go on his prophetic way un-
trammelled by conferences with pakehn
rangatiras,. “Kua maca te tacwa,” said
the Proplet, in his orsenlar way, as le
closed the interview, “The potata is
eooked,” is what that meant; all is aver,
the Rubicon is passed, thers i3 no turn-
ing back, and so forth. The interpreta-
Lion of the inner meaning nf that phrase,
which became listorie, worried Maori
experts and Ministera of the (‘rown for
mary 4 week thereafter, while old Te
Whiti sat chuckling in his whare, But
Bbr John Bryce cooked the Prophei's own
potate for him a littie Iater (this waa
in 1881) by invading Parilaka at the
head af 1,700 Armed Constabulary and
Volunteers, and gaoling the big medicing
man of the Mountain and lis principal
disciples. .

The Premier's Private Becretary.

It is announced this morning that
Cabinet, has appointed Mr Jamea Histup,
chief private secretary to Sir Joscph
Ward, to be Under-Secretary for Internat
Affaira in suecession to the late Mr,
Iugh Pollen, This is geod news to all
Mr Hislop's friends, for the Internal Af-
fairs chair is one of the moat comfortable
and well-paid billets in the Civil Ser-
vice; and 1t will be particularly wei-
core, T doubh nof, aiter the strenuous
lifa Mr Hislop has led as ths I'rime
Ministers’ secretary. Mr Seddon worked
Lis secretaries very hard, and Sir Joseph
YWard ia almost aa constant a toiler, and
of course lLis secretaries have to toil at
all hours and under all sorts of condi-
tions. However, Bir Joaeph is & very
kind and considerate man; all wio have
served wnder him express that epinion,
and between Mr Hislop and his chief a
very firm bond of friendship exists. Mr
Hislop, . persenally, i3 & very awell liked
man, oue” of the most unassuming and
pleasant and courteous men in the Civil
service, and an able man withal, MHe ia
still & young man, though he has put in
many years of service, twelve of them
as secretary to Sir Joseph—a position
which hns alwayy been a steppingstone
to pood promotion, Now the shrewd
questlon will occur to many people, ig
thera a hint of coming changes of great
import in this comfortalle disposal of
the Prlme Mintsters’ secretary? It looky
very like it. The opinion going weight
that Sir Joseph i3 going to resign, He
has ‘denied it, of course, but Ministerial
denials, like other political utterances,
find scant credence these days.
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PERSONAL NOTES,

Mr., Chnrlea Ithodes, local direclior of
tha Waihi Gold Mining Conpany, re-
turnod lust week from a visit to Wel-
lingtan.

The Mayor of Auckland (Ayr, .
Parr) has been on a visit to Chri
elirel. N

Dr. Croasley, Anglican Bishop of
Auckland, wus last week on & visit Lo
Wellington.

Lord Ialinglon, who has beca in olrgg

T.

near Roterua for three weeks, left
Tucaday for Gisborne via Lake Waika
moang, arviving on Friduy, IHo leaved
(iisborne by the Monowai for Wellingtod
on Sunday, 11th.

Sir William Steward, who is reliring
from politics, wan last week pro-
sented with a purse of sovereigns and
an fllaminated address by the electors
of Waitaki.

Mr. J. T. M. Hornaby, ex-M.P. of Wal.
rarapa, has been appointed editor of the

“Hutt and Petore Chronicle” in sue-
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