The Weekly Craphic and New Zealand Mail for January 31, 1912

fer that my sunt would be plensed to
mocede to the vicar's request, I thought
it better to add that my aunt Lad al-
fered & good desl, but that I hoped the
wieat would not be pained by the change
fa her appesrance. The maid went off
with the message. Ten wminutes later
she resppeared, with the vicar's compli-
ments, and hia hops that ihere was
sothing seriously the matfer with my
aunt. I replied that there waa not,

Now I began to regret having lost
Tuabba. Obviously & fascinating young
woman could not go out in the habili-
ments of seventy-flve. And obviously I
egould not buy dresses for a young lady,
I compromised Ly telephoning to a firm
bt dressmakers, asking them to mend gat
% variety of dressea for a tall and alim
¥oung lady. In the end they managed
fo fit my youthful aunt, and ai three
g'ciock the same afternoon we et out
for the garden-party male.

I sm sorry to say that the viear
proved hopelessly narrow.minded. He
wad polite, but firm. He ¢ould not, and
would not, accept the attractive figure
in the hobble skirk as that of wmy be-
nevolent and aged relative. He waa a
charitable man, Lowever, and did not
atente me of having drunken deeply. A
glight mental lesion was the wview ko
took. Ife flatly refused to let Euphro.
#yne make a speech, aud Instead intro-
duced her fo the company as “Mr, Hor-
ace’s young friend” The local doctor's
wife opened the sale, and managed to
get in a few words in pralse of the medi-
cal profession.

‘Luok.ing lLack wpom 1it, I think the
wvirar was justified im hiy aetion, Eu-
phrosyne behaved scandalously. First,
sle took the eurate in hand, and they
were Iaupd together in a deserted mar-
quee, eating pink jces, and talking frivol.
pwly. The viecar's wife Yook them to
tusk about it, and Euphrosyme waa posi-
ively rude. But she went off later with
#nather gitl’s flance, and left at Teast
Bix l?ng golden hairs on his sleeve, The
vlearas churchwarden determined to in-
'c]:ﬂcﬂte some moral lessons, and inter-
viewed ler. We  didn't see him
again  for half an bour, but when
e reappearcd he fold ws that he had
ﬂm;ndmnstaken in his view of her

i not enjoy myself quite nc'

?(s Euphrosyre, Everybogy want;:lmi};
0w how my punt awas. Y could see
Bow 1hat It would be inadvisable to
explain that my aunt was at that mo-
Im.nb making furious love to the curate
Mhen thgy wanted to know who my
Foung friend was, and I was compelted
to manufacture a pedigres for her, In
fact, I manufactured Several, but the
detalls did not tally, end I got in a
hopeless muddle.  When I tore m
Bunt away from the scene of her frg
'Fohtles_l was the possessor of & ruined
Tepulation, snd the object of at lsast
three separate scandals,

“You can't go on like this, aunt”
T expostulated, going - home. “You
must remember your age”

“T can’t,” she gigeled.  “And Iden’t
eee what good it would do me if I
could.” )

That evening I cabled to SBurges, I
beseeched of him to send me aomething
%0 restore my aunt to herself. The pext
ﬂny‘a. cille came from hLis agent at
ERcb.r_.-do. Surges lad vauisbed into the
Interlor, and might not turm up for
mogths,  Juat like him!

T erawled out of the fiouse on the
following morning, having tumed the
key on Euplirosyne for dear ehe should
.get dnto mischlef. I felt ill, and ju-
vapable of mannging & head-strong
Joung woman with amorous preclivie
tiea. I met Barker near the slation,
and was catechised by him in the most
rude manner,

“I say, 6ld chap,” Le be an, “wh
qidet you tell m{‘" : i

“What?" T asked crossty, and lacked
Mwny from him,

“Wiy, that yowd got married. and
Bl up house with vour annt, How do
the three of yan pull together. eh? T've
becn wondering.” .

“Oh, have you!” I snecred.
keep It up, © Tt won't do Tou
harm to ihink w hit.”

“Don’t get ratty,” he said calmiy,
Just heard of your marringe to-dax.”

“Can & man marry his nunt?™ T aske
#d, pr sparing te leave him, “You think
it over, Mr Barker.”

Lin wan atil) thinking it over when
[ Ieft him to tnrn homewards. It was
wery hnmll_iuting to me to see that my

intimates wers of opinion that

el
any

wr

:? mentality had been sadly diviurb-

Fren at home peace fled from me, I
found Tubba waiting on the doorstep,
wearing ler sourest expression. She
manted fo know il she could aee her
mistress for & few minutes, I ex-
Elained to her rather wearily that she

ad seen Auni Euphrosyne some daya

age, but refused to acknowledge her.
She ehook her head stubbornly, and
delivered an ultimatum. I1f I did not

produce my sunt in the flesh within the
period of two drys, she, Tubbs, would
get the police te dnquire into the mat.
ter, The morve I protested the firmer
she became. I was my aunt’a heir; &
will had been duly drawn in my favour.
I explained that unless I cowld prove
my aunt's death 4 could not inherit.
Tubhs admitted that she knew mothing
of such legal matters, but wam going
to sce her old mistress, or know the
feason wWhy.

Then she went away. I am a mild
man by nature, but I think it's just as
well whe did. T went upstairs and re-
Imased Euphrosyne—to mysell I never
thought of calling her “Aunt”"—and
found her in & iemper, She did not
like being locked up, and to show her
displeranre went out for = stroll. I
herrd afterwards that she waved ther
hnnd to  several complete stranpgers.
doyway, when T went out to look for
ter, T met her coming down the street
with Barker, and emiling jnto his face
in a way that gave me cute discomfort.
I cannot believe that my aunt’s yeuth
had been lived in this riotous fashion;
it must thave heen the youlk of the
‘Aztec princess she had inherjted,

Meantime I had my own problem to
asclve. Tubba had given me twa days’
grace. At the end of that time T had
to produce my rged aunt, or submit to
#n interview with the police, I could
think of ne drng which had such powera
ag that, T asked Euphrosyne about it,
but she flatly refused to believe that
gho had ever beem old. I begeed of
her, even prayed of her, that she would
go back to her ateady and benevolent
old age., &he laughed at me, and the
houra passed, .

I met the vicar on tha following day,
and he cut me dead. I swallowed my
pride, followed and apoke to him. He
turned a grave face upon me, and re-
marked that he hiad not now the pleaa-
ure of my ecquaintance. I turned sad-
Iy away. .~ When your own vicar cuts
Fou there is no hope in man. T told
Euphrosyne, drut ebe laughed, and said
the vicar was a cheerful old dunder-
head, and not in the €ame street with
the curate, who was quite & sport.
don't know where she picked up such
dreadful slang.

The day and the hour came at last.
‘A fat jnspector and a thip constable
walked up to the doot and irnquired
for my aunt, T Dbrought her down mt
once.  The inspecior shook his head,
The tady he wished 10 see was eeventy-
five, and stout, Tubbs had given him
a photograph, o he knew. I told him
that Fuphrosyne was the only aunt T
had, anl that I kept no other. He
ghook his head, and begged to Le allow:
ed to search tha premises. Of course,
I had ne objectlon to that, and rfter
he had gone through #ke Tooms T gave
Lim a spade and told him he conld fos-
sick in the garden. We have about
an npere and & hall, se it will take snme
time. As I write thia I can hear tlem
wt it, and the [at inspector has  lost
welght, while his thin subordinate puts
on muscle at an amazing rate.  Mean-
while, Tuphroayne absolutely refuszes ta
take her old shape,

Wil no ane help me? Tt ghouldn’t
be difficult to get a racipe for turning
young peopla inte old. I shall he
mueh abliged i any of those who read
this will assist n wuffering mephew dur-
dened willk a flighiy aunt, apparently
somea years younger than ‘himaelf. \:oll
m;,ﬂ]t-spnd it to the edltor, marking
the corner of the cnvelope, “Siray
Aunt” T am sure he will see that the
Tetier 14 forwarded,

The inspector Tins passed my window
fust now, and lookml in ak mo. He
has a enld ere, and T nm leginning tn
te afraid of him. As T write {hls my
—Aiand begina—io tr—-

HUNYADI JANOS 1« the nnturat aps.
rleut wrley par excellrnce.  'Fhe averdge
dona fu m wlneglaraful takem hicfore hromk-
fant. Nuture herrelf has mingled {te chief
nzredlenln, sulphate of nmiagnaaln and awl.
phate of amla, 1n surh bieal propertiona
tnat this Water neta prowmplly witbodl grip-
ing or other discounfort, wnd may He used
for any leagth of thue and dt auy pericd of
ure.

Hudson Maxim.

Continued fro:. page 2.
for the manufacture of microscopic din-
monds by electro-deposition,

Ile i3 the autbor of “'Lhe Science of
Poetry and the Philosophy of Languame”
published by Funk and Wagnalls, 1410,
''he work embraces an. exliaustive trea-
tise on the nature and wse of sounds in
language, and coniaing many important
srientilic discoveries in the constitution
and dynamies of human speech.

From the foregoing ones can sasily
appreciate what s hard worker and tire-
less thinker this man must be, and yet,
aside from inventive knbours, e has won
acknowledmnent as writer, critie, philos.
opher and sociologint. e is nn effective

_publie speaker, and ‘is also & frequent

contributor tu the leading periodients on
& wide range of subjects,

Mr, Maxim has hait & great many nar-
row escapes in his long experience as an
inventor and manufacturer of explosive
compownds. In the manufacture of ex-
plosives, even after the work has bDe-
come thoroughly systematised nnd the
dnties of the worknren become routine,
there is an imseparalda slement nf con-
siderable danger; but im pioneer inven-
tive work and experimentation with cx-
plosive materials, the risk of life and
limb Is very much preater, for the renson
that the experimenter is obliged to rleal
with unfamiliar compounds and unfami-
liar renctions under unfamiliar eircum-
slances,

The pathway of the invenior of Bx-
plosive materinly i3 like that of the
vedettes of an army passing over s road
planted with the torpedoes of the enemy.
One becomes accustomed to the dungor
of explosives, Mr. Maxim says, just as n
veteran soldier gets msed tothie dangers
of battle; but 1t does not Jessen the risk,

Ons day, serentecn yrars ago, at his
powder works in New Jersey, Mr. 3axim
wag experimenting with o new fulminate
compound, one of *he most dangerons
and deadly explosives known to science,
when, owing to a little oversight, his
left hand was Llewn off to the wrist.

At onother time, at the same plice,
when one of his asaistants was weighing
out some of this dangerous material in
the laboratery, an arm supporting the
scoop of tha mcales gave way and a
wweight fell, striking within am inch of a
quantity of fulminate which was piled
on A piece of glass, Had the weight
struck the glass, there would Lave Leen
an explosion, and a3s there were ten
pounds of fulminate in & jar
standing onm a bench, the explosion
would certainly have had fatal results,

At another {ime, Tequiring some dry
guh cotton for an experiment. and not
finding n suitable yosael to put it in, ke
was delayed a few minutes until ona
should De clenned.  During those few
minutes, the gun ¢oiten Leuse where he
wag going for the material blew up, At
anetlier time Mr. Maxim was conduact-
ing some experimenis in throwing nerinl
torpedoes fyvom a 4-inch cannon, These
projecliles, charged with a high explo-
sive, were fired into a samlbank ene un-
dred yards distant, The line of fire being
parallel with a line of railrond aheut
cne thonsand feet away, no danger to
the railroad was suspectell, Fevera] for-
pedoes had already bren discharged nnd
the gun was reloaded when the whistie
of & passing troin was heard. The gun
was fired, but tle aerial torpeds, inslecad
of eiviking into the Lank nnd exploding.,
as 1he proviena ones had done, ploneed
from Lhe hank, mounted Ligh in tlhe nir,
and pas.ed olear over the {rain inio the
ewamp bryond, where it exploded with
terrifia foree.

Once, when le was conducting rome
exparinienta with motorite, the combua-
tion ehamber explodid Yike m hombshell,

€1

blowing the winlows of the woerkshop
into the street, while the walls were
pierced the frogments in ol directions.
Mr. Maxim and his assistant, though
both s#landing in the roopm at the liwwe,
escnped without R serateh,

A smeker s often tnintentioualy the
cause of many k conllagintion, the exple.
der of fire-damp in mines, aud the cuuse
af the blowing up of powder nills
smoker and no vue carrying malches s
ever knowinzxly admitted jnty soy puw-
i untite factary,
aeeision when Mr, Xim can-
feares to have been thuronghly seared
was when an intimate persomal Iriend
a bahitnal smoker, ssenping the vigilanere
of puards and assistants, enteved one of
the buildings at Mr. Maxim's experi-
mental works en Lake Hopatrong, wilh
a lighted and pastinlly consumel cigar
in lis mouth, having an inch of hot
ashes and cinders on the end of il ready
to drop off at Lhe lenst jar. When Mz,
Maxim ecaught gight of him e was
etanding over a large box coulaining
fifty poundas of dry gunesttun, examining
the matezial in his hand, and upon Lha
same beneh where the guncotton restol
were two other Doxes filled with amoke-
lesa gunpowder. one hundred pounds n
each. Mr. Maxim went up Lo dbe
smoker, threw a cover over tue boX.
and gunietly asked him to please stand
back a littte, Then he tuld him what
he had done, wnd the cfender was mo
scared that he mearly fell to the Mooy,

The teacher in elrmentary matliemat-
-ita looked lopefully ahout the roem.
“Now, children,” she said, “I wish you
to think very earefully ULefore you am-
swer my next guestion,

“Which would you ratler have, threo
bags with iwo apples in ench lag, or
two  bags with Abvee apples in each
bag?" asked the teacher,

“Three bags with two apples in each
bag,” maid a Loy in one of the lust
seata. While the class Jdebated as to
the lLest answer.

“Why, Taul?” asked tlho ieacher.

“NBecause there’d be one more bag to
bust,” announced the practical young
mathematician,
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