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Mr. Bernard Capes’ lutent novel, which
Mr. Fisher U'mwin luts in-ued, id hased oo
& curious ncident That actually occur-
red, the finding about 122 of 4 number
of letters posted-in Puris during the
siege of 1870.  These letters were dis-
covered by & fisherman in a zinc ball in
the fHeine. They were handed over to
the postal authortties, aud were as far
a8 possible delivered to their several ad-
dresses. One of these letters exercised
an important influence on the hero of
Mr. Cupes’ povel, Tie mum purt of the
story unfolds itwelf in w setling of Eng-
lish Couniy society. Mr, Capes, as is to
be expected, is seen tu mo shiall advan-
tage in & atory which is founded on an
incident s¢ romantic.  “The House of
Many Voices" certainly shows Mr, Capes
in hig Lest, il not in bis most fantastic
mood.

FROM THE NEWEST BOOKS,

Journaliam Defined. .

“Jourmalism s n mutter of knowing
what's what, when's when, whe's who,
and how's how,"—"The Free Marriage,”
by J. Reighley Snowiden,

Uses of Adversity.

“What is worry, after all? It serves
a3 the neceszary stimuius to a suhse-

Dawn
“Along the lining'of a doft night-clowd
1he silver Lawniug erept,

Husled #8 the nightfall on  the sew,
where deep the moonlight slept,
His nervous way among the slura the

Dawn uncertain stept.,

“Silent and slow from peint to point
with stealthy feet be trod,

Awnd one by one with Tulhless hand put
out the lampi of God;

Then Jown the Fast triumphantly he

‘ hurled hia gofden rod”

How te Treat Onr Ancestors.

“Ancestor worship is & groas reversal
of all aatural law, The -beut thing mny
of ua oan do for our ancestors is ta he
better than they were! —“The Man-
Made World,” by Clarlotte Perkine Gil-
mour, ¢ -

From * Vagabond City."”

-1t takes a relntion to achieve
greatest impertinencieal™

I alwnys envy the lucky people with-
cut an income. They are spared the
awful worry of trying to keep within
L Yagbonl  Lity,” by
Roggs, )

tj.hc

Winifred

From “The Human Compass.”
“You can talk alt you like about be-

ing wealthy nmd famous, but the best

thing in life fa to have a good time."”

'ﬁmling themaelves in the arms of such

flerce-looking men.  Wives almost ehared
the consternation of the children. ‘Why
dop’t you kies me, Bessy? said a pioneer:
to hiz newly arrived wife. She stood
guzing at the hirsute imitation of her
husband iz utter astonishment. At last
ahe timidly ejaculated: ‘I ean't find ang
place” *—“The Life of Rret Harte,” by
Henry C. Merwin.

The Plaint of the ‘Plane.
(Air:—%The Arrow and the Song.”}
I shot like an arrow into the air,
1 fell to earth I knew not where;
For so swiftly I flew, no nite
Could T see where 'L might alight.

Tong, long afterwards, in a bed,

; 1 found myself with bandaged head;
And the words, as she eyed me aslant,
I heard again from the lips of an

aunt.
—mBelow Zero.

Humourists on “Humour.”

A writer in “La Revue M, Maurice
Iekobra, has been dnviting representa-
time humourists in various countries ke
define “humonr,” and publishes the re-
sults of lLis inquiry in the current anm-
Alany of his

quent  enjovment, Measure s only “The man who makes other pecpie do ber of that perindical.
comparative"—" & Soviety Mother” good is A man indead!™ correspondents declate the task to bean
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COUNTER ATTRACTIONS. n
Napoleon's Confession. “Man is a_very mixed-up affair indeed.  impossibie one, while others bring muci
“Couni Cobensl and I mel for our 1t B impossible to gauge hime according  Jearning apd ingenuity to bear ou tie

conchwding sexsiop ia a room where, a2
carding to Aunstrian custom, a ‘dais had
been installed with a chair of atate re-
preseuting that of the Au-trinn  Em-
perar. Un entering. I asked what thia
meant, and {on being told), T said to
the Austrian minister: {vme, before we
hegin, you lhad better lave that chair
tuken away, because 1 hwve never yet
ecen A chair set higher than others with-
olul immediately wanting 1o get intoe
it."—"The C(wrsican: A Diary of XNa-
poleon's kife in hiz (hwn Word="

Charmcters in ™ The Honest
’ Trespass.”

“Miss Otway had & feeling for colour
&0 s{rong that in Londou ovmaibuses she
wad invapable of taking any ticket
awhivh would not be plea=ant to look at
with the (ireas she wore. Even- if she
hid it in her hand, she wuas con~cious of
at, and thongh it was tiresome to throw
Pevnies away or to go on taking white
opovs when the vase wad extreme, it waq
a good deal less tiresome to her than
having o zawiy pateh of vulgar pink
or mat-eating green impinging on hee
frok,

“The sreatest of ler Lopes was thas
s day she wuuld be ful. apl she pur-
sued the fut wdeal with wn anlour so
energetic, aml measnres <n futiguing that
they easily prevented her jrom gaining
R sinzle ounce, Nothing could make
her foregn the prewe 1l movements
every dav, amb ones when she had mads
an expedition into the country and was
waiting ay night for a homewarld train
in the empty waitinz-room «he jopked
At her watch ami b: Fivere ds just
tome for my neck exer jaeel

“Balzar wraya that the perfect woman
i+ & work qublished only in two vol-
umes. tar ( -t Mudlard ahe  lLad
hern an encyddopielin,d appeating regu-
Larly in parts, sinee e was one of Lhoad
mobiiers who feel thut oulside their pro=
foasinn there ia nnthing Lut womsnbood
with which 4 man ean recupy himaell®
="The Honed Trwpas+s” by Coustance
Cotterell.

ta rules.”—"The Human Compass.”
Bart Kenunedy,

by

Over the Footlighta.

“The -actress in Australia, if «he ton-
chiea the populur fancy, i3 simply over-
whelming with flewers; and not only
flowers, elaborate Loxes of ‘loilies’ also,
and jewels, the summit of originality be-
inz lately reached when a flawer-bedeck-
el crate of tiny yellow chicks was hand- ’
el up over {he Foptlights; though this
waa closely rivalled by a popular actor .
deing presented, some time ago, with
6 medley of gorgeous socks!”—*(n the
Waliaby," by E. M. (lowes.

Ne Room to Kisa. - .
“The great beards grown in Califor-

“ nia were sometimes & source of embar-

rassment. When a steamer arrived a
father might La seen vatessing litile ones
whom he now srw for the firat time,
while the children wete frightened at’

required definition.

Eight well-known English writers con-
tribute their ideas on the subject. Mr
G. B. #haw, whose own humour 3, De-
kobra says is “saturated with ferociouws
irony,” tersely dismisses the guestion in
these words: “Humour cannot be d2-
fined. It is & primary subsiance which
makes ws laugh,  Vou might as well fry
to prove o dogma,”

Mr Jerpme K. Jerome writes: “T do

- not ‘think humour can be explained. 1

would define it as that wlhich strikes us
by its drollery” - .

This, M. D(_'kp‘bra remarks, i3 evidently
“the idle reply of an idte fellow."

Mr Owen Sela-mm, editor of “Punch,”
takes the matter mach more -seriously,
ond devotes two.aad & hali pages of

Thle Week.lx‘_;(\];-ap]ﬁc and New Zealand Mail for _January 31, 1912

fprint to hls conceptions of humous,
pointing out that it depends largely on
contrast, incongfuity, and a subjeetive
sense of superiority. In Amerim one
of its leading characteriatics is exaggera
tion, while in England it finds expres.
slon in imphications feous-enmtendus),
equivalent to the reserve atrength of an
athlete, It embraces irony in the
largest sense, and the art of delicata
suggestion, *

AMr Anstey suggests this definition: i
delicious cpnegption of the incongru-
ous,” but he admita it is not complete,
The particular humour appreciated by
differeut races ia, he thinks, largely o
matter of <limate. :

Mr Zangwill saya: “Humour is
smile in the look of wisdom,”

Mr Pelt Ridge declares that the most
modern terdency in England is to laugh
at onr herces of romance. inatead of
laughing with them. ~aod story, ha
saya, should have an : sted ending,
Every country hasz its o humour, ani
thinke it the best. Jolkes which wake
an American laugh till he cries leave an
Englishman unmoved, and some French
vomic papers do not even make him
smile. The English bave more affinity
with the Germana.

the
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ERUPTION GOVERED
1S 3 CHILDREN

From Head to Foot, Heartrending
to See Them Suffer Such Pain,
Used Cuticura Soap and Qint-
ment and ltching Stopped.

“My three children Wwere covered with
gores from bead to fool and hands and arms,
They first ¢came out oo the back like a lot

TS of littlz blisters Glled
with water. snd then
broke into large sored

till shazir back, arms and
legs were L.thing but
sores. It way  heart.
rending to sée the litily
things suffer ~ith such
pain and they weusid
serateh  themselves o
pieces had ihey not beea
stopped.

"1 tried several docr-
tors’ medicines and all
kinds of ointments but
nothing se<med to do
They simply got wame

them any .
until & friend of mine 1old me 10 gel some

any good
Cuticura Scap and give them o g hot
bath and then apply some Cuticura U.at-
ment. I did and after I had dressed them a
{ime or two and used {wo tablets of Cuyieura
%oap and two boxes of Cuticura Ointment
the places began to dry up and the itehin
seemed to lave stopped, as the childron coul
E© to Sleep as soom as they were bathed and
the Qintment applied,

*' They had suffered about two months until
1 started with Cuticura Remedies, [ used
gix tablets of Soap and about the same |
Cintment and they soou began to lgok briz
und healthy i ¢ sKIn o |
grow. T am pleased to saz they an :
60, but T am stil] keeping Cuticura Soup
Ointment by me. Itisa ﬁ‘cod thing for scu
and burps.' (Signed; Willlamm Dunn,
aransione Rd., Burton-on-Treot, Ezglan:

ar. 1:

TR

T'or more than g generstfon Cutlcurs Soap
and Oinlment have afforded the most sucs
cesaful treatment for skin and scalp troubled.
Bold throughout the world. A libéral sarapin
of Cuticura Ointment, with 32-p. bouk ua
the skin, will be sent free, on application 1@
R- Towns & ('-D..DFPI..'.E?K, Hydpey.
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From 3 4o 6 moxnthe.

MILX POOD No. t.
From birth 1o 3 manthy,
MILE FCOD No. 2.
MALTED FOOD No. 3

From 6 monike spwards

The

EF™ A Famskiet om
Inigut Fredinand
hausgemant Frag

l?;qgeluul

- digestive silments,

The ‘ALLENBURYS' RUSKS (Malted).

dietary when I'Olu_ -umtu1 oid aad
- o I
padn Ty iR

 DABY'S WELFARE.

"ALLENBURYS' FOODS being perfectly digestible
resembling buman milk,

Etnmnto sound slesp snd ensurs vigorous
. ealth snd development,

A vplueble additi
They pr-::' n‘-ng-:.r. t, rish

el duoring t
caily ui the cuitlog of testh,

lenburys Foods.

I l Allen & Hanburys Ltd,, f23h . Mau_-ket St., Sydney.

give freedom from

af. nou -
e troublesome time of
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