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\Bnoh Received for Review,

IE Country of the Blind,” and
other storics, by ., G. Wells
{Nelaon); * Letters of & Hpina-
ter,” Winifred Jamea (43, Bell

anl Songy, par Wildman and Arept
“ Lord Strawleiglh, Thilunthropist, by
Robert Buss (Ward, Lok and Co.), “Tha
Ealand of Discuchantment,” by Justus
Miles Forman (Ward, Lock and Co.).
" Uubeaten Tracks In Jupan,” by Mra,
Rivhop (Jxabella L. Bird). “Aesop’s
Fables,” with illustrations by Tenniel
and Wolf (John Murray). = Votes for
Women,” and the Melbourne “Book
T.over for January.

The Current " Boockman.”

Principal among the many attractiona
of the current * DBookman?” are the
articles by r. James Moffaté, on-tne
three Denson Lrathers, and “ Two Mas-
ters,” by Percival Gibbom, whose mas-
1erly paper deals with writers gs eppa-

xtte as Mr. [lenry Jumea and Mr, Joseph-

Conral. Dr. Moffutt’s artivle manages
to give the reader not only an intimate
fprep inte each of the Brenson brother’s
character and literary atyle, but gives
A resume of many of their books, The
Henron article is profusely and interest-
ingly illnsirated.

Two Masters.

“1t is & token of the wide cauthalicity
ot Inglish litevature,” says Mr. Gibbon,
“that it can indude, and even put far-
ward ns representative of its genius,
{wo writers of such opposite character
28 Mr. Joseph Counra:d and Mr. Henry
James. The one & !'¢le, the cther an
American, their pln e is not with
Micklewiva and Poe, but definitely here
28 eompatriots, in every sense but the
mere  geogruphival of Meredith and
1lardy. ‘fhat which iv referalle in them
to their origin—se far as anyibing is—
the inteuse, penetrating, Flavonic imag-
ination of My, Conrad, the serene and
decorative complexity of Mr. James—
are potent elements in that fine ferment
6f purposes and motives which is re-shap-
ing tie English znovel and eausing writ-
s 1o revise their comception of their

cart and their funetiona,” Further em-
phasi~ing the different atandpointa from
which they view their material, and on
which they mould their respective arts,
the writer eontinues:—* For Mr. James,
the thing said or withheld, the thing
done ar undomne, is t1: illuminant which
makes character ar | motive wvisible;
retion, in shert i t% - fruit of emotion.
But in the worka of !+ Conrad, action
and emotion both are ibe fruit of prin-
ciples deep-rocted in the life and eharac-
ter of his pesple. He is an evolutionist;
natural law in the psycholozical world
governa his irmagination, 1t is the fatal-
ixm of sincere art, where everything that
iy Teal iy lnevitable The points in
vormon which thess two writers have
arv, ''a spirit of piety, high proficiency,

racly in Lis ¢hosen manner and ar adept-. -

stilliousness of atyle beyond
compare which unites them as eraltsmen
and artists” *The Outery,” by Henry
James, and * Under Western Skies,” by
Joreph Conrad {Methuen), are the hatest
examples of these two writers” work.
" The Uuteiy” propoumds the questiom,
a rfqueation very much on the_lapis of
late at Flome, as to whether works of
nrl, as lhieirlonms or ntherwise, are mot
helid in trust by their fortumate possen-
anrd For the mation. “Lord Teign,” Mr,
Jamess hero, sells Lo an American mil-
limnuiire an old master, » reputed Moret-
1o, whivh has fncurred the suspieion of
being & priceless Muntovane, The in-
teuded wale leakn ont, and the Preag anid
Lord Teizns daughtler, who leagues her-
self with an intrisiva eonnoissenr to
prevent il sale. Here in Mr. Jamen's
ennception of the milionaire, who mada
a spiritml bid for ike old master afore-
menlioned, The picture drawn s »
popilar il mot w felicitous one. ™ For-
tune, felivity, mature-, .., batd simply,
everlnoked and orvlectol hin vast wholly
shavem face. ., Nnthing seemed to have
bren done for it but what the razor
anil the apnge, anil the tonth-brush and
tha Toking-glina would officloonly dog
i dad, In shart ro-iaed amy pomilly

ness, anld

" pian

fire attrition at the handa of fifty yeara
of offered experience. It had developed
on the lines of the mere scoured and
polished and initialled ‘mug’ ruther than
to any effect of a composed physiog-

nomy.”  As is usual with Mr, James, -
his picture of the comedy is presented
with Dmpresionist effect. Mr. James

also, as usual, gives his readers plenty of
room for thonght in “The Qutery,”
which My, Gibbon tella us i3 written In
bis simplest: and most direct man-er,
Which we are glad to hear since simntier
ity and directness are not generally char-
acteristia of Mr. Henry James; whe
is, nevertheless, a noveliat of the higirest
repute. - -

“Ynder Western Skien” b

As we indicated some weeks ago, wlds
latest book of Mr. Canrade aliows him
au belonging to the Turgenief achoal of
fiction. = We have always maintsined
that the Ruoss eannot be judged by
Western European standards. Rus-
econduet and character are in-
ecmprehensible,  In "Under Western
skies,” Mr. Conrad paints with fine
realism the Russian e¢haracter, :

Razmmov, & Petemburg student, of
conservative ideas, becomes amuainted
with a fellow student of revolutionary
ideas, whon, having assassinated a Rus-
=iun  Minister, by throwing a bomb,
seeks Rnznmow's assistanee in escaping
from tle seene of hie erime. Though
‘Raznmov is horrified at the c¢rime, bhe
endeavours 16 assist the assassin to
eseape, which he faile to do,  After-
‘wards he informs the authorities, which
action icads 1o the murderer's arrest
without the revolutionary party guess-
ing that Raznmov i3 the informer.
Raznmov is next discovered in Genevn,
in the revolutionary quarters of that
city, where he makes the aequaintance
of the mother and aister of the assgeain
Haldin.' To furiber complicate matters,
le falls in love with the sister. Haldin's
family look upon Raznmov as an aldar
and abettor of the erime, and he is
treated with much deference as cne uf
the revolutionary party. Finally, and
8s the reader may have gueased, it is
HMaldin'a sieter who discovers the real
part Ragznmev has played. Mr. Cox-
rad, says Mr. Gibbon, has filled his pic-
ture richly with the fizures of the re-
volutionaries, Peter Ivanoviteh, the
feminist who had eseaped from Siberia,
the dame de womppgnie who sutfers as
bis amanuensis, Nikita, the korrible
wvbese murderer of gemdarmes, and the
rest-—be makes visible and compre-
hensible that strange socicty of altruists
aund cynies, to whom for years Switzer-
land has granted an indifferent hospitel-
ity. The dame de compaguie, in ea-
pecial, is & fizure whom 1uone cam re-
gnrd without sympathy; she ias one of
these undecorative martyrs who. typify
the soul of Russia. Taken as a whole,
it 1a a wonderful inferpretation of the
Russian mind, an interpretation for
which these Westerners who are later-

ested in Russian progress will be grate
ful to Mr. Coarad. Both thess books
may be hud at Wildman snd Arey'sy
peper eovers 2/8, eloth 3/0.

The Late Matthew Henry Hodder.

The publishing the religious and the
philanthropic workd at Home have lost
in Matthew Henry Hodder a gracious
and prominent perasohality. The lata
Mr, Hodder was senior purtuer in  the
firm of Hoader and Stonghton, from
whose publishing house is fesued mueh
of the cream of English fiction. Ne
better tribute to his memory can be
paid - than that offered %y one of hia
vontem poraries, who wrole of him: "There
must be something in the handling of
books that makes for sweetness, an well
as light.
look at Mr. Hodder without being atruck
by the suweetness and charm of
nature. . .' . He was rot, perhaps, &
talkatize man, but he had always some-
thing to sav worth hesring. Hia words
‘tame deliberately, softly, with an old-
fashioned homeliness  very  likable.
‘When you parted with him you carried
awav with you an impression of that
shrewd, friendly, far-seeing type of
Fnelishman, who haw done sg much for
England.” Mr. Hodder was 81 years of
age. -

A New Burgim Novel,

That most indefatigable of novelists,
Mr. G. B. Burgin, haa & novel appear-
ing, published by the Hutchins=ons, en-
titled, “The Belle of Santiago.? It is
a atory of that old pilgritn city which
Folda the shrine of St. Jamea, where
bundreds of English devotees nsed to
vovage annually in yeara gone by. “They
used to eleep in the cathedral, and it is
sirnificant of much that the biggest
eenser in the world was swung from
the roof every day to purify the atmos-
phere after each hateh of pilgrims had
departed.” Next aspring Mr. Burgin
fscues another nowel “Diekie Delver,”
the acenes of which are laid in that part
of Canada. which hag supplied Mr.
Burain with material for his finest
works,

Apropos of the Cansell £250 Prixze
Kovel . - -

It may interest Vudding Dominion
aspirants to fictivnal fame, to hear that
the prize of £250 offered by Massra.
Cassell last autumn for the best story
for oitls, haos been won by Miza Dorothy
2'Beckett Terrell, who 8 a well-known
magazine writer, is a great-grand daupgh-
ter nf Hilbert a’Peckett, who wrote the
eomic histories of England and of Rome,
had a Mrge share in the founding of
“Punch? and was for many years one of

Yon could rot Bo much as.

bia

the most britant members of its stafl,

Miss  a'Beckett ‘Terrell alan eclalma
decent from tihe martyred Archbishap
af that name.

A Hook for Yacobites,

There are. and alwnya will be admirers
and ampolieists of the Etuart dymasly.
Tu these the information that Mr. A. M.
Broadley iz ahont to write a book ‘thef
deals with Charles the Second’s flight to
Briehton. wil? be interesting news. Mr.
RBroadlay. who permonally conducted a
partv of friends over the ground covered
bv Thavleq TI, in his flight to Brighton,
visiting the inas and houses, or the nites

The Weekly Graphic and New Zealand Mail for Janvary 3%, 3912

of them, In which he lay eoncealed om
the way. In a programme of the pib
grimage, Mr..-Broadley reproduces sew
eral old printa connected with the fam.
ous flight, Including & focaimile of &
handbill offering u reward of a thounsand
pounds for Chberles's apprehension. Ha .
fa completing a new history of the fugl-
tive King's sdventures and experiences
which will contain & good dest of hither-
to unpubiished muaterial, and the book s
shartly to be published by Measars,
Btanley Panl and Co.

George Eliot: Scencs and People
ta Her Life.

Cassell’s  have published a- book
bearing the title of our headline from
the pen of Mp, (I B. Oleott, which
deals principally with George Eliot's
home life, Mr, Oleott reassures a pity=
ing workd which has been led to believa
that her relations with Mr. Lewea
brought nothing hut self-humiliation,
and that in steeling herself againet the
cry ol thin accusing voice, she Ethrew’
away her womanliness. The picture,
he paints is a8 conviacing as it ia besu-
tiful, Mr. Oleott eonsiders that her re-
lations with Mr. Lewes nefther desiroyed
her womanliness, mor overcast her life
ag gome eritics would have us suppose.

" We zra told elsewhers that her sense of

defeat colours all her work, making her
preach the imevitable baffling of human
hopes and endeavours. Is there really
that hopeless outlook on life, ‘making
the best of a bad business,' which we
are instructed to find? Dees not *Adam
Bede '—in which the iragedy of Hetty
Sorel i3 of minor {mportance—end with
a kind of Ta Deumn? The self-condemna-
tiom some find in ‘Romola’ evaporates
entirely when closely studied. Does not
‘Janet’s Repentance’ end on a besutis
ful ehord, & whole life transformed by
one man’s influence, rescusd from gelfs
despalr, strengthened with divine hopest™
However the readcr may ditfer from
Mr. Qleott, there can be no epinion about
the bhook being an interesting and =
much needed one, since the balance of
literatura written on the subject hma

-always been penned in the firm belief

that George Eliot's relations with Mg,
Lewes had brought her more selfre-
proach than happiness. : 7

*¥otes for Women.” =

“Votes for Women,” of December 15,
received from-Lady Stout, recounts the
phenomenal success of the W.S.P.U,
Christmas Fair and Fete, a spuccess that
has eclipsed the most sanguine expectar
tlons. A grand total of £3500 wag
reached, and as ‘the total expenses were
onty £300, s fact that speaks velumesa
for the wvoluntary services gendered,
£3000 aecrues to ihe Campaign Fund,
This result should be an eye opener to
the QGovernment, who are seemingly
more determined than ever that either
the women’s vote shall be a limited one,
or that they shall not be given the wote
at all. ) .

A Postal Romance, N
Ocenslonally we reack in ‘the publis
press of the stranpe vicissitudes which
letters and post-eards go through befors
finally reaching their right destinatiom.

“Yea, Perlessor, some o' my Amsistera’




