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The French in North
Africa.

The Relation of the Recent Troubles in Morocco
to France’s Dream of a Great African Empire,

By CHARLES WELLINGTON FURLONG.

FEW years ago Morocco—in the
the li<ed
semi-mythizal laml, o

world—

mind  of

wax 4
far-off mirage of barren saml
with a4 Tew
on the <kyline of its hazy imagination.
Adntosr
tinger-tip ol Furape, Morocen his been
vne of he bnsr oeounteies to elude it
arasp. The Frauk, however, for uwore

palmtrees dimly shadowed

tonching  the  =outh-western

centiry amd the opening of the twen-
tieth =aw three famous French expedi-
tions in the North Afvican Held. A re-
atble  one—ostensibly  selentitie  In
aim —under M. Fernand Foureau,
wd the great desert vapitals on the
trat=-Saharan caravan routes. Alr and
Zinder. and pushed on te the regions
Bevomd Lake Teliud and the country of
the Herve Baball, the Mohammedan rav-
ager atwl congquerer, Here Foureau was

possessiens  of  the Nahara through
the  Tebad regions of the Sudan

with the French Congu. No Furopeay
pawer seriously hampered this eastward
movement through the Sowlan until cer-
tain French operations reavhed the npper
vallex of the White Nile, nuder another
and most important  expedition cont-
nuded by Colonel Marelhand,

It started frem the Upper Ubangi in
the French Congo. aml moved eastward
tu juin the force under the Mavquis de
Bonchanip, who advaneed from Abyssic
nin westward te mect him in the upper
Nile basin. The object of this expedition

" sentially a political one. French
aims in Lewer Egypt being blocked by

Britain, a footing in Upper Egypt wonld
not only strengthen its pesition there,
aml perheps through Abyssinia eventu-
ally pive France an outlet to the western
coast, but would block Britain's plan of
an Ewmpire from the Cape to Cairo. At
Fashoda the west-east trail of the Gaul
erossed  the north-snuth course of the
on—two stupendons schemes of Em-
pire diametrically oppesed to one an-
other, One had to give way—but which?
rd  Kitchener flushed with the
victory of Omdurman, dropped anchor

THE

Like

than half a ventury has been niblling
off the wlzes of its south-ea<tern boumld-
ary, and W we el bt on the aor
We=ter coast, edoer to besin the inva--
inn of the interior. Ever =i the RHel
Cross Knivthes planoel cheir facing <stanl-
anls over Aere and Asealon, andl S
Lontie radsed hi- bunners on the heicl
o Uarth Frank has beea the sy
nonvm nf Enropean to tie rientals of
North Afriva,

When Franee's poliey of territorial ae-
qui-ition tarotchont Africa i= eorrelateld
ated survered as oo whols, one may well
beoastontwied ar its wonderful fore
stupetloi
<rhemme

ami the
hemes a
that

vharacter of jta
which unileubeally
x abaut the even.
TR e n ion of mere than two-thinds
b the entire canginent At o
near it has vome tooaloing this may he

W=

renfily <een.

The aevompanyine  map will eonvey
an ider of the va-r territory which i
URHRINY emtise L by Frames or which
=oreomenized ga o within the splere of
Freao intheme . .n tereitary almost
erpnal tn area e thae of the Uninel
States el drclwline W opopnlution p
aps more thar o guarter a- leroe

sectione of

Franch inHuenes in oreat
the ~mlan and ¢entral 4w s
mudzated madnly By vl pore-
Foaliry thes Whinte Ters, T
et nnder Uaplinal Tavigerie, conm
Fleir e -t <L ery far

ol The O] in The Late for-
tlooat fhe waeritioe of Tife el
rommml the wcipesencehe] sam]-

oF thae Sataeas amd penereated the mins.
moo Feverlden juncs Pl ™
P ocentral ro Nuwnan, Tan
vrul Even in
=l ta erine B inreaee
el gt native -
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LT trinder

Al
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Sint
Fremh
walilier.

Thee Drat thees vears of tie ninteanth

et Lo
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MOORISH BOULEVARD OF

TANGIER.

vwther Mohammedaus, the Mouoor c[}ugs to the past.

joined by an expedition uader Lisuten-
ant Jealland  from the and
other under AL Grentil from the rruth.
The union of theze three expeditions es-
tablished French vontrel over thut terri
tory, thus  enorecting  the  French

west, ak-

before Fazhoda and anneunced to the
Freneh comnuimdant that he had come
to plant there the tlags of England and
Egspr.

Cotonel  Marchavd  pointed to the
Freaeh flag atrewdy Oying. and regretted

Zealand Mail for January 31, 1912

to inform Generat Kitchener that he
had teen antivipated.
Lord Kitchener replied that Britain

had enly temporarily abundoned the

Hudan; aml he woull be pleased to give
Colonel Marchand and his men a safe
passige down the Nile.

THHE COURTYARD OF A MOCORISH
RERIDENCE. -

Calonel Marvhaml smiiled and declined.

The English  commander vose and
pointed to his vastly  superior  foree,
SWhat can you o po-sibly do against

he asked.

=“Die!™ swiled the eommandant.

Lord Kitchener staod for a moment
in siteiee. with the peace of two conti-
nents in liz bl

“There i+ no nesl for that’ he =ail.
"Your Government seut you lere: Vour
Governuent will eall youn hack. Let us
wait and see.  EHave a whi-ky amd sodat?

Diplomaey did the rest.  Colonel Mar-
chand was recalled and the Tricelor was
replaced by the Union Jack.

The fact that this atfoic engeadersd
the bitterest feeling~ amd all bur involved
the two Chantel nation= In war goes fav
to prove the importance. to each, ot thg
strategie value of that territery, Blocked
at this point, Frauce seems to lave
redoublel its efforts in Moroeco.  Sines
the fortifying of Gibraltar anl the open-
ing of the Suez Canal hy the Britisl,
Morocco has been more than ever a de-
sirable possession to the Poawers, partiea-
cularly to Great Britain and France.

Trace on the map south-east down
the Atlantiv seaboanl of Mnoroeeo and,
lying 200 miles from Tangier. you come
upon a little seaport town of <un-dried
bricks, wood anl whitewash, with the
town walls and some important buildings
in the Furopean quarter of stone: Dar-

A TYFICAL MOROCCAN PROSPEUT.




