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NOTICE,

The Editor «will be ploased fo re-
caiva for considermtion Short Siories
and Descriptive .Articles, iltustrated
with photos, or suggestions from gon«
iribators, '

Bright, torse contributions are wanted
dealing with Domigion life and quess
tions, . c

Unln-a stampa are aent, the Editor
sannot guarantoe the roturn of unswite
able MSS, -

Unirersity Reform.

HERE are few matters in which
there la greater meed to proceed
with cantion than university
reform. It I3- quits easy to

6ind fault and defects in the eystem

both of teaching mnd examsining at the
different universitfes dhroughout the

world. ~ Everybody, whether he is a

Universlty man or not, thinks himaelf

fully qualifled o deal with all matters

affecting  higher edncation. From
tchoolboy in the firsk primer to the
occupant of dhs highest professcrial
chaiz, they one snd all are willing to
give opinions oa the very diffienlt mat-
ter of the funciions of & wuniversity,
awhich 58 not wholly s temching or an
examintng body, While it fulflls both
these functions, its primary duty is te
irain the menisl faculties and to c¢reats

8 1ihirst for knowledge. It has been

well said that {fhe homour schools

should test the acquisition of a faculty,
and the paaa degres the acquisition of

Fnowledge, Thus o srrangler  slodidl

lave the faeulty of solving problems,

aud a classical honour man should have
the faculty of fransferring the thought
and iliom of the anclent world ints
that of the modern, A man who hai
taken honours in sclence should havo

A toste and aptitude for research and

trlminal +work. [Different schools Thato

different traditions, and i1 the older
unlversities these traditions are tha

growth of centuries, and have left a

‘&EPP frvpress on - the whole fremd of

lthought.” Thus {ie inmpress of the

mathemalical school ¢ Cambridge is
feen dn {le classical school, A Cam-

lmd?s classic i3 geperally more mccur-

ate 2 pure scholarship, while ¢n Oxford

classic excels in ihe thougit rather
than the language of tlie great writers
of Oreeca and Rome, ®cientific RCCUTACY
ia the keynote of a Cambridge educn.
1on, and desp thinking s the character-

iatic of the man 4rained at Oxford. o

it has come abont that Cumbridge haa

Troduced great amen, whils Oxford hns

{‘mdlmed great movements, It woulld
@ qnlte snay ta reform tho ayatem ol

~ducation at both these wniversities.

They could Le moderniked. Weo eonld

lave chairs of typewriting, sharthand,

or even cookery and wnodwork. In a

word the degres might hiave A fur higher

fommercial value 1)mu {6 has 2t present,
afu.t e question is, would the universi-
tiow, i2 reformoed, atill preserva thoir

Trogent strongly marked characteristios,

Wae doubt it. Ali reform is not neces-

Farlly for the better. It tukes cenluriea

to Luild wp = tradition, but only & mo

ment to destroy ét. That is why both
2t Oxlord and Cambridge Lhe wutbori-

::_;' :rn’ loth to make any cunopge that

[} | i H al
lrulllou_ pair the preseal waiveraily

New Zenland Universiiy. :

How does thia affect our own Univer-
pity?t The reformers seem fo centre
their agitation for reform round the
much-vexed questlon of ontside examin-
ers for degrees, The value of the pre-
sent degree largly depends upon the fact
that the esaminers are men of special
eminence in their own pariicular sub-
jects, and have wide experienve in theart
of examining. - For the real examiner
does mot mevely eet questions amd cor-
rect answers. lie is able to judge of thy
mental eapacity of ibe student. In the
first place have weo suificient men in the
Duminion, ontside the protessorial staff,
capable of examining for komour de-
greeat If not, ars the teachers them-
selven to be the examiners? If #o we
can foresee great difficulties in the way.
A teacher would be exposed to twa great
temptelions. Ife might either favour a
pupil or else from fear of favouritiam he
might bs unduly severse. The provincial
jealougies which are 30 marked o feature
of life ia New Zealand might also enter
into the question of examinatli con-
ducted by professors from the different
cenires. We do rot say that it would,
bat ¥ might. What is the sdvantage
that it is proposed to gain by altering
our present system? First, B I sald
that the expensa will bo less. Then it
s urged that there would be lew delay
in agcertaining results. We cannot see
that thers in muchk fores im elther of
these comfentions. We want tha best,
and no question of money or saving of
time ought io entet inte the matter.
Of course, if we have in the Dominion a
body of men with the requisite know-
ledge &nd ‘tmaining to rondoet {he final
examinntions with the same degres of
skill and aconvacy ma the English ex
aminer, by afl mears let us have the
examinations conducted lucally, But
this body of mea ought to be entirely
dissociated from the teaching staff, It
is idle 10 suppose that any permanent
good could result from local examin-
ations conducted by the. teachers them-
selves, We doubt very much whotler
outside the professcrial staff it wonld be
possible to find 9 body of examiners
skilled to examino with apecial know-
ledge in the many and varied subjecis
required for our various schools,

- o
Where Reform Ts Needed,

But there ars mapects of our unlversity
c¢ducation in which reform ia urgently
needed. The main value of an edacation
at Oxford or Cambridge does not consist
#¢ much in the degrec itself aa in the
corparate life of ths University. That
in why men talk of their college ruther
than their university, A Cambridge
man says that he was nt Tilnily o¢
King’s, jurt aa an Oxford man anya that
he wprs at Merton or Halliel or Kew,
This is because it is the vellege life that
in valuable rather than the degree, Wo
have practirnily no eorporate life. It
may be inevitable, but neverthelesa it ia
no. The energy that hus besn wpent in
agitating against the pressnt system of
rxamination might have been empluyed
to much belter purpose in devising some
means for fostering a wpirit of camarar-
derie amongat the studenbs, We are ton
Apt to think of the commercial advan.
tages of ihe degres ruther than the uni-
vernity life. 1t is the corpnrate lifs of &
university thal giren a knowledge of
men-—=a krpwledpe far mora naefnl tham
any scguired from lext booka or lectures,
Again wa waatl o bave real prolessors
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and pot merely tutors. At ]:Ifﬂ?_"t the
major patt of the professor’s time is
taken up with purety c.nnrhmg work,
Thiz ought not to be. It iano part of »
professor’s duty to cram stndents for &
depree, whether pass or honoura, Fur-
ther, our professors have ‘to cover too
wide & ficld. e expect one and the
same man to teach botany, zoology, anlli
entomology. The professor of classics is
largely oceupied in correcting elementary
Laiin prose. 1We should havs an eflicient
teaching stalf, and leave our professors
leisure for original work. It i3 quite »
mistake to suppose that in higher edu-
cation you can get good results by over-
working the profesaorial siaff. Every in-
ducement should be given to our pro-
fessors to regard their nniversity dutiea
as their life's work. At present our
professors are underpaid, overworked.
and have neither secnrity of temure, nor
adequate provision for old age. In edu-
ration a8 in vlher maetters you get what
wou pay for. In New Zealand, thanks
to the devotion of the University statl,
we get o great deal more than we pay
for. But ilis connot go on for ever, and
the sooner we recognise the fact the bet-
ter 1t will he for us all

ok *

The Value of Eduacation.

In a democracy such as ours it is es-
gentixl that the hizhest education ahonid
be free to atl. Tho Siate which can pay
so liberally for experimental public
works grudged the few thousands neces-
sary to place our university on n sound
footing. We want to train our etndents
in such & maneer that their character
may he developed na well as theip intel-
lecinal faculties. We ennnot show them
the dignity of learning na long A3 we
arc content to house them in suclk ram-
shackle okl sheds a3 thowe thut are pre-
went dignified by th: name of the Awvck-
innd University College. We cannot
train their characters as leng Az wo
neglect altogther the enrporate life of n
university.  Ednceation means training
and developing the Imtellectunl faculties,
not werely flling the head with faeta
What are we doinz {cr the children of
our out back rettlements? What, in-
deed, are we duing for the majority
of our population? Practically nothing.
We want a well organisel syslem of uni-
vergily “extension lectures. We want
libraries In the eouniry districls, and ws
want men. cupalde of lecturing on the
contents of theae libraries, amd rouming
intereat in different anhjects. It is quite
& miatake to suppose that onr woung

pegpla in the bLack h|n;k1 canld nnt be
Ln,mlttd is the mattef of bigher educa-

tion. The man in the conntry has abund.
ant leisnre for reading: ho wanis to
know more abgut aclence, literature and
history.. At present he has 1o pick up
for himaell such education as he may
desire wilbout receiving mny help from
duly qualified lectures, Not only in Lhe
matter of roads and bridges and rail-
ways are our settlers neglected, but ales
in_most matters of educatian, The best
schoolmnsters are loeated in our towns,
tho best lecturers and exponsuts of the
arts and sciences seldom leave our large
cities. I3 it any wonder that pareats
look for a ity lifa fer their chiliren,
and the country lifo is eliefy praivel
hy those who write of it, ms Pape wrote
his description of landseape, with thefr
backa to the window of & comforlable
subnrban resldence.

L ]

Bharks and Bathing.

At this time of the year wlvu such a
targo number of people tuke advantage
of the splendid uatural bathing facilitics
afforded them in this country Lha ap-
pearance of a largs shark in Auckland
darbour Fast werk is very disconersting,
We are thankful o note fhat we are
not often memaced from  1his aonrce.
At tho same time it beboves our hath-
cra to be very carcful where they hathe,
and nob to venture tow far uvnt. The
unwelcome visitor waa first noticed hy
two launch wmansters. It was swimming
about off the Man-o'war steps in chase
of smaller fish, The twe men immedh
ately made proparations to eatch him,
and after some gdifficulty, the caplure
waa effected. The shak, a rather lazpe
apecimen. aearly {en feck jn leigth, and
woipghing half & ton, attracted consider-

. nhla attention, being the ohject of ouri-

oaity to many people, Perhaps the larg-
pat shark known to _have been secn in
Aucklaml Harchour waa one whicl & few
years ago fullowed the Northeote ferry
boat, aml was aid 1o bave mensured
Lwenty-two feet la length, Fortunately
it i very rarely (hat a ~lark wili attack
bathers in the harbour, and we ran only
recollnct ane oceasinn i which i hather
saffazed this awful experience. At I'un.
worby & fow yenrs mgo, 5 man wan at-
tacked whilkt bathing, and bitten rather
adly. Ha recovered from his injurnies,
Imat atill hears tha mark. At the major-
ity of (he beachen about Anckluud the
wirlar in rather ahallow fap Latliera, and
sonRequently aharks are ol bkely 1A
venlure in.  The Takapuna and Milford
teachea are rommiderml gnite safe for
tlhing, amd the peaple of Auckland,
ndging from  the  erowds that have

 hathed fram Lhese Ywaches aince Chrlabe



