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an sarly Gothle cathearal, which waa
built in the most’ realistic fushion. Heats
for 10,000 spectators were placed on each
side of the cathedral, which was really in
the middle of & great amphitheatre. At
the west end of the cathedral there wera
massive iron gries, which opened upona
picturesque view of the Rhine Vabey.
#ome of the episcdes pf the play are de-
seribed as eerie and fantastic, Oune of
the scenes shows a band of huntsmen,
with their horses and dogs, traversing n
lofty mountain.  Professor Reinhardt
vealined that the mountain wust be
placed “in the midéle of the picture,”
and be built up a huge moeuntain cap-
able of supporting bkundreds of people,
and larger in circumference than any
stage in London. The mountain was
equipped with motor power so that it
could be moved easily fram one end of
the buildiug to ‘the other. The mapni-
tude of the production is emphasised by
ilie details of the arrangementa “hehind
the ascenes” The performance was con-
trolled by means of almoat countless elec-
tric bells and telephones. TProfessor
Reinhardt himself nsed a motor-car in
order to move guickly enough from end
tn end of the great buihling, and the
“call-boys” were mounted on bicycles,

A Tiny Prima Donma. - . .
The London press is unanimously of
opinion that in Miss Lyne, who was “dis-
epvered” by Alr. Hammerstein of the
London Opera House, we have the mak-
ing of a “star"” soprane of the magnitude
of a Melba or of a Teirazzini, says &
writer in the “Musicenl Standard.” Ve
advisedly say “the making of,” for snmne
reporters, showing ne restraing what-
ever and only wishing to appear “bril-
liznt,” actually suggest thab Misa Lyne
ia nlready a Melba or a Tetrazzini, al-
though, practically, a mere girl in op-
eratic experience and vocal development.
We are pleased {o know that Mr, Ham-
merstein has made a real voeal discovery,
and we ean only hope he has made and
will make some more. There ia nothing
like encouraging real talent. The fees of
the old “stars™ are becoming impossible!
Unfortunately, there ja no Hammératein
to encourage the unknown composer.
Oscar Hamanerstein risks wothing in that
reapect! But he is performmg opera
adequately for the great London- publie,
and it appeara that that great public is
giving him very satisfactory support,
That is g3 it should be. If a more ambi-

tious kind of opera season is to pay its -

way the public must support it.” Tt'is no

good hlaming the ambitions work of im-,

presarios—and stopping away. The whole
matter—for jmprovement or décay—is
reully, let it be understood—in, tlie hands
of the British public; unless—and this,
reader, is ar important point—it may
be true that the desires of the public are
developed aceording to-the fare provided.

One'’s jmpression on seeing Miss Lyne

the business has been good. While
Jl'pthiug like the play that Cuyler
. Hastinga jutroduced to us soma years
.ago, "The Speckled Band” is. ful of
~interest,.and : Sherlock,  Watson, . and
- Billy, fiot' {0 mention the pipes in the
coalscuttle, the tobacco in the slipper,
and that confounded cocaine bottle still
have s fascination for aundiences. The
Play in elumeily put together and Sher-
lock Hohmes does not appear till quite
Jate in the attion, but good as Coman
" Dayle is to read, le is an almost im-
" possible permon to dramatize.  Gaston
Mervale was distinetly good as the mad
wtep-father, who nses a snake to get ril
of people who annny him, and won't give
him money, and he would have been
better if he bhad dropped that wmost irri-
tating halit of snapping his fingers every
few minutes, Mr Desmond, as Sher-
lock Holmes, suffered - by eomparlson
avitl the imperturbable Cuyler Hastings,
hut he quite gripped the audience. An
Awmerican accent for an Engliah role is
somewhat of a handicap, but Mr, Dea-
mond is ail excellent actor, and always
gives a finished study of his parts.  Misa
Dix looked the part quite successfully,
but at times when not stimulating a
stress of feeling she was inclined to
“slack off,” which rather spoiled the
ilnsion of the piece occasionally.  Billy
wns an intereating little figure, “Alias
Jiamy Valentine,” whivh replaces “The
~Speckled Band? to-morrow mnight (Feb-
yuary Ist) was in the South liked better
" than the Conan Doyle play, and is spid
to he a merry piece, in which the Wil
Hamson Company i3 very much at
home.

A Contralte Season.

AMle, Eva Gauthier, a Franco-Canadian
niezzo, j¢ arranging for a brief starring
Aour of Australia this winter, which i3
likely to he remembered as a enntralto
seaknn {says ““Sxdney Herald”), not a
single soprano having yet been an-
nouneed. The new artist las been mak-
ing great successes in the Straits Settle.
menta, India, China, and the Kast, and is
now in Java, where she was giving con-
certs in November, 1910, and then re-
turned for & further season in 1911,
Mille. Gauthier, who was trained in Paris
hy M. Bouhy, through the assistance of
Lord Strathcona, supported Mme. Albani
througheut Great Britain, the United
States, and Canada, as a contralto, but
‘made*hei operatic debut in Italy at the
“Theatre Cuidi,, Pavis, aa & Iyric soprano
in the role-of Micaela.” At The Hague

+ and Rotterdam 'the press notices aliude

_to her as.‘a wdrm, Iull mezzo, of beauti-

., ful gyuality " and very extended range.”

i3 surprise that such wonderful singing -

can come from so young, so fragile a girl,
for she is ouly twenty years of age,
stands but five feet high, and weighs
rearcely more thanm seven stome, A few
moments of conversation and the secret
of hey succesa becomes at once appar-
ent, American vivaciousneas of manner,
a qunick, clever conversationalist, briglt
brown eyes lighting up a small face
linged a soft velvet brown ecolour thor-
oughly in harmony with her opulent
brown hair, & merry, flexible voice, & will
of her own, and an artistic temperament,
~—that is the picture she conveys to one's
mind, “I was born in Kansas City, Mis-
souti, and for three years studied sing-
ing in Paris under Mr., L. d’Aubigne,”
she says. I returned to New York, and
afler pinging for a time on the concert
platform joined Mr., Hammerstein there
amd mang for him in opera comique. The
piece was ‘Hang the Flute Player, anld
J took the part of Lisbeth. Mr. Ham-
merstein then offered me ile part in
‘Rigulette’ in London, and I sang it
there for the flrst time. It was also my
first Appearanve in grand opern. It wus
Just lovely,” was Misa Lyne's descrip-
tien of her muccess,
‘Hueutiy Itnlian, French and German, anml
18 one of the very few operatic ringers
who find it eany to sing in Enghish, Nho
18 an aceomiplished pianist. The compass
of her voice in three ovtaves, and xhe
Pukily sings F i alt,

“The Speckled Band.”

The wriggling snake in “The Speckled
Band,” the wew Rherlock Holmea play,
Tan heen famcinating quite & lot  of
meupls during the week at His Majesty's,
skland. With  Willlam  Desmonid,
Haston Mervale, and Mixa Dorothy Dix
Imaking her flmb appearanes) in the
oaste anything would Le sure to go, so

Mise Lyue speaks

Mlle. Gauthier, who has been decorated
by the Quéen-of Demiiark, is very pretty
and ‘petite. It is probable that she will
réach Australia in April or May. After
thore : months three more famions con-
traltos are due here—Mmen, De Cisnéros,
Kirkby Lunn, and Eva Mylott, . N

Miss Ethel I“in'g;

Playgoers Lave every reason to be
gratitied at the way thiv year hus begun
with theatrical attractions of = lhigh
order. -Htarting with such & celebrity
as Mr. H. B, lrving, we now have Mr,
Williamson's - exceadingly well ~balanced
dramatic company, and following this,
we have the welrome announcement that
the great English actress, Miss Ethel
Irving, with her complete London com-
edy company, will play a short season
at His Majesty’s, Avckland, eommencing
on Thursday, Febrimary 8th. Aiss Jry-
ing, who, by the way, I3 no relution of
"H.B.’, in Jouked ypen as undeniably ouve
of the finest artists in ber line on the
English stuge. Her forte is high-class
comeidly, and she . will hive & splendid
velivle for the display of her ahilities In
AMre. Romerset Maughan's comedy, * Lady
Frederick,” with which the season cpens.
‘This play has proveld An enormous suc-
cess throoghont the Australian tour, the
crowded andiences expressing delight
with what is deseribed as one of the
best mndern comedies extant, whilat lav-
ish praise was bestowed upon the por-
trayal of the name part by Miss Irving.
Ttw wuecess in Lomdan, where it was first
prosented by this lady, was maost pro-
nonneml, & programime we have before
us referring to *'the four hundred “amd
fifteentl, and anniversary performance.
Unfortunately, throngh stress of time,
the seaxen is fimited to seven nights, Ink
with the two pleced to be presenteld:
“Lauly Frederick " and  *'The Witneus
for the Pelence” the public may con-
fidenily look forward in a quite excep-
tioonnl treat. The plans for tha firet
nights will be opepst ot Wildman and
Avey's on Monday morning next.

"“Aliss Jimmy Valentime.”’

“The Evening ‘Fost,” - Wellington, ™
its review of "Alins .lim'my Valentine,”
Paul Armstrong's most successful com-
ely drama, which is to be produced by

Mr. J. C. Williamaon for the last five
rights of the prewent season nt Ilig
Aajesty’s, Aucklund, commencing ofit Fri-
day next, February 2nd, says: “If the
ways of theatrical management are not
past finding out murely “Alias Jimmy
Valentine' produced on the eve aof the
el of their Wellington season should
buve heen chosen ay the very piece with
which to open it, No wooner had the
first dozen lifies been uttered than a
spivit of glad surprise seemed to pervade
.the aadience, FHere, jt almont unid aloud
f4 something out of the common, some-
thing refreshingly original (and yet not
adupted from the French), something
pregnant with probability, and the wmight
have been something (at last!) free from
that infusion of the stale old tea leaves
of conventional drama sugared with sen-

.timent and tinted with the milk of human

kimlness. This i+ a fresh hot {ragrant
Lrew made in a hot pot. Here there is
life and truth and feeling; here in a
humanr play. The actors seemed to feel
the spirit of the play, too, and the re-
sult? One of the most artistic produe-
tiona from a purely histrionie point of
view that Mr..J. C. Willlamson's manage-
went hay given. When a play grips as
this one did, when a play holds up the
wirror to human nature and gives a true
veflection as this one did, and when all
taking part—Inrge part or small—felt
that part and made those who looked on
feel it too, then it is faiv ta deserive one
sueh play ay a foreeful comedy drama.
“Alias Jimmy Valentine,” as a story
owes its origin to O. Henry—the writer
upon whom the' mantle of de Maupassant
rested but for so whort a while, As a
play it is a masterpiéce. Mr. William
Desmond, Miss Dorothy Dix, and Mr.
CGaston JMervale, supported by the full
strength  of this  exceptinnally strong
company, will participate in the presen-
tation, and two clever chilidren maintain
‘the child interest whith is introduced
into Act IIT. The box plan is now open
for the ifull seaaon at Wildman and
Arey’s. .

SEDDON MEMORIAL TECHNICAL
. COLLEGE.

DAY TECHNICAL SCHOOL FOR
BOYS AND GIRLS,

The Day Technleal Sclnol for Boys and
Girls will epen on MONUDAY, February 1
Holders of Certificates of Proficlency not
over 13 yenrs of age on 1zt December Jnxt,
and all Pupils {no age lmit) who 3
iqualliied for Edueation Board ov J
Notlenal Scholarsllps, or io the Juuior Free
Place Examijostiou, are adinitted FREE,
Fee for other pupils, £3 per anoum. The
fullowling courses huve bren arranged:—

FOR BOYSH— -

Agrleultnral
Commiereial
Engineering
Hoience and
FOR GTRLS—
Cemmerclal
Domestle, or “Home-training,'

Fhe stuff & a highly qnallned one, and
the varlous workshops, laboratories, kit-
cheny, ete., when vnmpletely equipped, wlil
he the most wp-to-dute Iu Australasla. The
courera of Instruction have been carefully
designed, and gre the onrcome ur_Anmrh-nn,
British, Contlneutal, and Uslonial experi-

ence,

PAREXNTH! The demand of employers
for Techntral College tralied kludenis I3
greater than the suppiy. If yon wish youe
wong and daughiew to recelve & “PRAUCTI-
vAL” education, whieh will At them for
the battle af lfe, m‘llvrl u!t onve for n pzos-

s to the umlersleinnl.
et 0 CEURGE GRORGE,

Trireclor.

‘Techuulogical,

Rutllank-rireet, .Alwk_lanll,

January ¥3, 1012

ANT A PIANO OR ORGAN?
le;Ny walf, when yvu can hay toalay foe
£1 dvpislt and 2,8 of B/ weekly? We denl
ouly in planos and organg, buying and sell-
ing direct at lowent pricves tuo middlemen).
Exvhange old planos. i:ive apecial terma to
cenniry buyerd,  Ntoek ounly good mokers,
and pre aole agents for the Lest, loclnling
the RONLRULL TMano and DOTERTY Orgeil,
'nl} or write to-day for free catalogne nud
Jutorartion,
F. MOORE AND CO.

Pionn and Urgan Warehouse,
1, VLURTOMB-NT,, AVCKLANWD.

MR. PERCY F. WADE.
TIE FREMIEIL MAGICTAN  AND
BOCIETY ENTERTAINER,

11 open for eugagements 8t Concerts, Al
Jlomss, Garden Puvtics, cte. MBpecla] torma
10 itngnnra. Distnnce no ohlect. ” Dates mny
be booked at Agenta, Mrsars Wildmag soi

_Arey, or dirccl, 44, Bhelly Heach Mond,
Avckland. Wrlle for clfcuiar contaiuing
terms, atc. -
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HIS MAJESTYS
THEATRE

Direction .. 1. . WILLIAMSON
(Whh whlrh 8 loesrpornted  Clarke #nk
Meyaell Propry., Ludj

FRIDAY NEXT, FEBRUARY 2,
AND FOUR FOLLOWING NIGHTS.

ALIAS JIMMY VALENTINE,
ALIAS JIMMY VALENTINE,

A Dramu with Body In LL
ALIAB JIMMY VALENTINE.
Full of real, geouing hunwan nature.
ALIAN JIMMY YALENTINE.

A Cowmedy Drama that never lets up,
ALIAS JIMMY VALENTINE.

Focnsgen the eye,
Dowluntes the braln,

And Hypnotlsen the Audicnce futo a stile
of thrilfed excitemnent,
Feverish Expectution aml an
Exultation of Empbatie Delight.

HREAT! GHAND? GLORIDECE!
Interpreted by
Mr J. 0. WILLIAMBNON'S
SPLENDID DRAMATIC COMIANY,

Ticaded by
Mer WILLIAM DESMOND,
Miza DOROTINY DIN,
Aud
Mr (GARTON MERYALE.
Box Plan for the fnll geason now open al
Wildman amdl Arey's,

Dy Sales a¢ Mactelli'a. Ireiess g wsunle

HIS MAJESTY'S
THEATRE

"THE GREATEST EXNGTIRIT RPE
o AUTRENE OF TO-LAY.

UNPRECEDIL ATTRAUCTION,
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 8.
" Ana Yor Dositlvely
- SEVEN NIITS ONLY,
. MR 20 C. WILLIAMRON
Mukes the annonnecment whicl he {s sut,
will be recelved with pothuslnsm Ly all
playgoers, viz., that on the ahore dntey will
apperr Englind's Greatest Actvess,

MISS ETHEL IRVING,
MISS ETHEL I[RVING,

Bupported by ler
COMPLETE LO.\'D(I.\T COMDPAXY,
TIURSDAY, FERRUARY ».
FOUR NIGHTS OXNLY,

W, Bomerset Maughaw'sa Brilllnpt Cuwedy
“LADY FREDERICK."
TUESDAY, FERRUARY 1.
TIIREE NIGITTS ONLY,

) A, W, Mason's Great Ihay,
' “THE WITNESS FOR THE
.DEFENCE." Lt

' The PLANS FOR THRE. SRASON WILA

RIZ OPENED m. WILDM XD -ANEY'S

oti MONDAY MORNIN Tt s

AppHications fram Country Patrong will
be nttended to in order recelved,

HAVE YOU VISITED THE LYRIC
THEATRE YET?

Direction Haywenl's Fulerprises,
THE

MOST UP-TO-DATE PICTURE
THEATRE IN THE DOMINION,

Lid.

Lese no tlme in fpending a  picasant
ovienhig at X
CHAYWARINS  PICTURES.™

BRILLIANT LiGilT, -
. PERFECT PROJECTION,
ARSOLUTFRE STEADINESA,
SUPERB SKATING AUCOMMODATION,
MAGNIFICENT FILMS,

In fact, THE LYHIC starts Wwliere athers
fulyh, aungd  the reanle 18 ooexampled
populnTtity,

1/, Blxpenee, .

/9,
Eeats uny be bookel at Wildman aod Arey’s,
1

If"you want to learn to PLAY
the PIAND
USE -

Piano Tutor

English and Foreiga
Fiagering
Pout frea, of alt Musks
Balers

IROFERROR MAC, Gitted Clatrenyant.
]. No bnmbug. Llfe's slory truly toll,
Belence, wevurucy, truth.  Lully, 10 am. ty
Jo pm.; L4 5/ Coeuniry and digtant
Pomloleo clientn mend dute and place of
hirth, hour bery if posalble, Aompda writing;

B:; stomped envelope reply. .= 8, LUPIN-
BTN 8T, & deors Harcogabhaps
Agckland.



