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Topics ‘of .the .Dajr. |

. By Owr Lond

A MOUNTAIN IN LARQUR

LONDON, Octoler 24,
X LLOYD CEORGCE wseemw
Hkely to get a severe reasting
whea Parliament reassembles
over Lin land tawes and his
eolossal land valuation scheme. "Fhe cost
of compiling the mew ¥y Book
will be predigious, and if the male of
valuation goes on ab the pace observed
duming the firsk year, the task of valuing
all the heriditaments in the Kimgdo
will pecupy nearly 30 yeara

In order to walue all tha lang in the
country in accerdanes -with tha 180310
Dwdget mchesme am immense -stal of
valuers, sssistant valuers, drangiismen
und clerks was established. So far as
calt be ascertained from the Iniand Com-
misgioner’s report just issued, the salary
Bitt for this army of officials for the
firat year of their work was something
like £980,00(0, and the rost of their of-
fice accommodation sbowt £5000. In
addition there was a very heary printing
Lill in connaction with the isens of mil.
lions of different forms and instroction
papers, so that all told the dotal ex-
penditure could not be far short of
£ 290,000,

And for this expenditure the respk; ia
that ont of 11000000 walustions to be
made only 260,000 were completed, and
orly £1,162 was raized as the yield of
undeveloped Yand ¢ax during the year,

Al only 360,000 lots of land ount of & Lotal
of 11000000 hate been wvalmed fa one
year, the total valuntiom of the whols
country «will, at the same yate of pro-
gress, oeenpy more  tham . twemty-rine
wears, and the cost will be over eight
1aillioss, T .

Meanwhile it is obvious that either
the valuation staff wiH have to be largely
inereased at an epormous cost to the
wountry, or the Act will completely para-
Iyse all dealinga in lamd. Already things
are in a tangle, and the eperations of
the Act are causing preat ineorvenience.

For instance, here 15 & case of a woman
who died some three months age, leaving
B. Louse to be sold, ‘and the money to
be divided by Ler trustees. The house
was sold, and. the solicitors have =ince
been trying in vaim to get the districk
valuer to value the land. No fewer than
three Taluations are required by the Acs
== volaation en Apridl 30, 1009, 4 valua-
tion at the time of the woman's death,
and o valmation ait fhe time of the
eale. But tle solicitors cannot even geb
the first valuation, let alome the others,
and meanwhile {he purchaser will mot
conplele’ the counbract, and the trustees

eannof.- divide the money. Thal I3 a -

rample of what i3 going oa.

The fask of the valualion is.too im-
mense, and it really looks as thowgh
the Aet will have to be dropped as nn-
workadble in its present form,

A3 a revenue prodweer Mr Tloyd
Georges scheme was nokb expecied to
thine during the early days of its opera-
tions, hut the misorable amount stand-
ng to its credit in the repoct just is.
6ued Las surprised everghedy,

_The publication of the Contmnissioner’s
Qlamal report is taken Ly Mr Lioyd
(:eo‘rge‘s_enemics a3 an indication that
Je “realies the fact that the game &3
ol wortk the candle,” and is ready to
drop Lke scheme, The wish is mo doubt
father to the thought, but Lioyd George
14 not the sort of man to abandoa &
pet project becaise the first year's work-
ing hqs_ only produced results which giva-
I3 eritics & chance of seoring off Lim.

FAMOUS AUTHOR ON DEATH.

One of the most discussed books of
the curvent publishing season wilk cers
talnly be Maunrice Maeterlinek’s series of
P?!o)'s entiffed “Ideath,” published Ly
Methuen. The famous anthor asks us to
alier our attitude towards the final lour,
Titherto the human nttitude towards
Jeath has been one of dread, even among
People living under the most desperats

“ud miseralde conditions. That attitude -

i3 representod by the old Roman sa ing:
® know what re arc; we do not kngw
What we may be.” |

Maeterlinek noks for a new philosophy .

and n lese fatnlistic point of view:—
"Though we think of death incesaaniy,

r! 40 »e mnromscionaly, witheut lemrning
o know denih. Wa compel onr attention

to turm its back wpan it nstead of going .

to it with uwplifted head. , . We de
Yree doath into bbe dim kands of insti
and we grant it not one hour of out in-
telligenca.™ .

B0 this fa, apparently, to be our new
ettitide—to talk of, znalyss, study, and

deliberate death 25 a commroR cOB-
tingeney rather than avoid #% us an awfal
finality. Mastertinek wanls us to lesra

to look npon death free from ke horrors
of matter, and stripped of the terroes of
imayination:—

“Let we first ged wid of all that goes
before and does mot belong to i, .
We impute to il the tortures of the last
ifnees, and that is not right, Illnesses
have mothing in rommon with that which
ends them. They dorm part of life and not
of death. . . Death alene bears the
weight of fhe errors of maturs or the
ignorance of sciencs that have uselessly
prelonged formenta in whose nama we
carse desihs because it puts ap-end to
them.* -

With this #e his premise 1t i» natwral
that Maetertinck should discues the ques-
tlon of ministering to the pains of thoas
on the death-bed. To-day, he aays,
Boionce profongs the agony which is “ibe
most dreadful and $he sharpest peak of
humean pein.and horror for the wilnessea
at least.” Often the senasibility. of bim
who ja wt bay with death - is  already
greatly Glunted and perceives no more
tiuan the distant murmur of the suffer-
ings which, to the watchers, e appears
1o be eaduring, -

Bome day the prejudice will, Jf. Blue-
terlinck believes, strike us as barbar-
i —

“Its roots go down to the umacknow-
tedged fears left in the heart by religions
that have long since died out in the
minds of men. . . They [the doctors)
Beem uaded €bat every minute gained
amddst the most intelerable aufferings is
snatched from the incomparably more
dreadful sufferings avhich the mysteries
of the hereafter reserved for men. . .
The prolengntion. of the agony increases
the horror of death: and the horror of
death demanding the prolongation of the
agony.” . .

Thus does M, Maeterlinck plead for the
right to put aam end to the pains of those
wwhose case io pronounced hopelesa, His
point of view is certoin fo command at-
tention and a great deal of criticism
on humanitarian as well as philosophic
lines. His point of view ia by no means
a new one, hut it i3 the first fime thal
one. of the literary giants of the world
has ventured to so opénly advocate the
extinction of life in those whose case i
Lopeless, and who are deomed to linger
in agony till kindly Death' intervenes,

SAVINGS BANK XNOTES OF
HUMOUR,

“The archiivea of the British Post Office
Bavings Bank—which is looking back
with pride on 50 yearg of good work—
contain many records of .conscious or

uncouacious displays of humour on the

part of depositors. .

One "of ke questions a would-be" de-
positor kas to arswer fa to whether hia
address is “permanent,” and to this one

man replied, “Heaves is our Lome,” whils
other answers were—"Ilere is no contia.
wing city,” “Yes, D.Y.." and “Ihis iv oot
our reat”

A depositor, asked ovn wlat grounds
ke applied fur the sum standing to the
eredit of his Lrother, who had been da-
scribed a8 “decensed,”. although no proof
waa given of his death, wrote back: *1
bave my brothers children to keep. [
wrots o him aix weeks ago, but he han
never answered. He keeps writing to suy
that he is dead, or getting someone else
to do it.*

On the other hand, the Department had
little difficulty in accepting ma conclusive
evidents of the death of » depositor the
statement that ke had died from “in-
juties cansed throngh eccidenially com-
ing in contlact with o passing train sud-
denly."

A married woman wha elamed the
money deposited by her dezd son, was
azked whether the bop's father wan gtill
alive. der rveply was—“Faglier living,
but insignificant.” ’

A young man who opplied
money due under an insuravee effected
Ly his Father, was asked i{o. state the
canse of the father's death, - He replied:

“I dont koow; cant remember; hut it-

was nothing serfous ™ - :

Ravings Bank books are always leing’
and the explanations given are’

loat,
many and varied. For imstance: “I think

the childrer has faken it out of doors-
and loat it, a8 they nre in the halit of-
playing . shutal-cock with ¢he dbaeks of-

books,” wroie ene depositor.
‘ biupposed to kave been taken from
the houwse by onr tame monkey™ was

another snswer; wvhile a trird drpositor.

confided to the Department the fact that
“K wa3 in the yard feeding my pigs. I
took off my coat amd left duwm on a

barrel; ‘while engaged in doing s0 a zeat -

iz the yard pulled it down. The book
falling out, the goat was enting it when
I caught ber™ - :

ALBANI'S FAREWELL. N

The “enthuziasm bLorn of regret” was
in evidence at the Albert Hall lust Satur-
day afternoon, when Madame Alhuni gave
her farewell concert. There liave been
many “farewells” of popular fuvourites
within the memory of (le mithdle-aged,
bat it i3 doubtful whether any one of
them provided stronger evidence of the
stahility of British appreciation than that
which marked Madame Albani's rrtive-
ment, - Every corner of the great build-
ing was occupicd, and when at the close
the link of forty years service was
broken the cheers of an mnlicnes of 10,-
000 tohl Madame AThari that her career
Loth as an artist & a woman had won
the appreciztion and admiration of her
fellow men and women,

Tre whele-hearted tribute wa- all the
more remarkable because since her Te-
tfrement from the operatic stage full
twenty venrs ago, Madame Allwni had
pfactically devoted hLerself to the ora-
torlo platferm, and had tlus sgreatly clr-
cumscribed  popular  knowledge of ler
gitts wad her personality.

Tie Albert Ifall tribute was warked
Iy the ve-appearance of Madwme Adeline
Palti and Sic Charles Buntley, so Lhat
the retiridig artist hed not only a grateful
and appreciative publie, but the most dis-
tingaished of her artiste-comrades to hid
her farewell, Misa duriel Foster also
emiorged from lier premature retirement
to assist. and the programme was furtler

Tor  the’

45

strempthcned by “the offorls of Miss Ada
(romley, Miva Adels Verne, the pisnist,
Terraste Elwes, Plwmket Ureene, and
Maydm Wood, to say nothing of the fa-
moua” New Symphony Urcheatra, ecoa-
dueted by Landon Ronald and the Snall-
wood-Meterif choir,

To Mme. Patti and Bir Chas. Santicy the
retiring voonlist gave the places of hen.
our in her programme, her own first ap.
pearanca being made early in the wiier-
noon, Her entry avoked a thrilling out-
burst of enthusiusim which mearly had the
eFact of throwing Madame Albani off her
emotionml balance. For s few moments
it scomed that the  sisger's cinotions
would overeome her, but with an obvioua
cort she comquered them, and by her
rendering of Hoadel's "Ombira i fu,”
and (haminade's “L’Ete® proved that
though timve cwn wreck n voice, it cannot
obacure art. Madome AMwmni's voice i
“the woice that was,” but her Leen sense
of poetry and the voea) directpew (hat
conated for so much im the early days of
her career, have not been impaired by the
passage of years.

Amid the enthusinsm that followed a
proeession of Bouquet-bearers threaded
ita aray to the platform. which soom
lecame w veritable floral bomwer. In re-
sponse Madame ATani sang Gounod'z
“Arve Motia” nlmost ns impressively as
in the yexrs gone by, but periapa the
item most-sipgestive of her trinmphs of
othed doy¥s was her rendering of Men-
délssohn’s “Hear My Praver.” delivered
with al the oM inpressiveness and sung
as thongh Khdly Nature had for a few
nitzutes renewed the singer's prime.

“Ye Bunks and Rraes” followed a3 aa
unacconpanied  duet  with  Ausimlia’s
greatest contrallo, Ada Crossley. liers,
again, the effect was adwirable, INinally,
the eud of the propramnme luri.ue Leen
reached, Madame Albani sang Toali's
“Good-Bye.”. Aguin Ler feelinps came
near to the singer's undeing, aml her own
emotions found a ready response in the
learts of all present. which found vent
in a storm ol cheering as the arlist aade
her exit. . : .

Though the intevest of the aflernoom
was naturntly fixed upon Madame - Al
bani, there was, of conrse, a full mensure
of enthusiasm for Madame Tail and Sie
Chavles Santfey. each af wiom was re-
seived  with  trewendous  enthusiasm.
“Angels Fyer DLvight and Iair® eame
from Madawne Tulli with alt the artistic
charin af days gouwe by, “Pur Icesti®
followed; but it was not until =he had
sung “Home, Sweet Howe” that <he was
allowed to retive laden. Hlke dMindawe Al-
bani, with foral offerings. =iy Charles
Saulicy just befure lad triumpliant!y rea-
dered old-time favourites like “Maid of
Athens” and “To Anthed,” the yoenl de-
lights of which were even exeelled im
t&imon the Cellater,” The presentation
of o purse of gald to Madame Allani, and
1Le National Anthew, with Aladame Al
BLani as soleist, concluded a memorably
event. The ouly disappointment wns the
abseuce of Madame Surnli Bernhardt, who
could not-get relensed from hoer engage-
menrt at the Colisenm,
—s

“When T was o voung man” said Mr,
Cumrox, " thought aothing of working
twelve or fonrteen hours a duy.”

“Father.” replied the young man with
sparty clofhes, “I wish you wouldn;j
mentiun i, Those pon.union seutimen
are lible to make you unpopular.”

- QUICK LUNOCH: A8 IT SEEMS TO A BENSITIVE NATURR



