IMAGINE THIS THRONG STRUNG THROUGIH TIIE NARROW STREETS IN
ONE GORGEOUS ANIMATED TANORAMA.

Eves of an Unknown Eden.

By E. ALEXANDER POWELL, F.R.G.S5.

T #ll hegan with o eafe table dis-
eitssion in Astraklan.
“Wlieh  way are ywu  bheaded,
friend ¥ inguired my  vis-nevis, a
wanlerer of @ nLLLers
il stratige turns of =peeed, who, in ow
balf ours arquaintanee, liad shown an
Ko ledge
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"o Ulvenssin — 1o see the pretiy
wonmen'' said .

Youwre hoaded wrong,” said he,  “The

only women pretty enough to e worth
Che =eeing ave in Fehuantepee”
U1t svunds like the name of n patent
wmedicine or a Pulhnan car” said 1.
U neither sald beo “It's o distriet
in the Mexican hot lamls.  Boat from
New Orleans o Coatzacoaleos, rail from

there to Tehuantepee, and you're among
the Venmses wnd Dianas and Aphrodites
of the world. I onght to know,” he
nildml, “for I've seen “em all”

That §= why o twelvenionth Tuter found
me jn that strange corner of Middle
Aaneriea wlere the oceans try to mect
il ave foiled by searee & hundyed miles
of Mexican jungle.

It is a far ery frem New Yok or
Chicago 10 th elivanteper of deadly
fevers and lovely womwen, bt the restless
=pirit of the wanderer stirred within e,
and it needed no wrging to set my feet
an the long trail which leads due south
from steam heat to hawonock-land, The
tivrra caliente, or “hot country.” §3 an-
other and distinet Mexico—in  elimate,
pueple, h as different
from portions  of the vepublie
familiay to the tourist as Equatorin is
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from Egypt. The Yathimus of Tehuantepee
in, with the exception of Panawa, the
narrowest ek of land between the two
preat oeenns, aml across thin neek a
Hritish contractor, with the vision of &
prophet. has built & railway which is
destined  to threaten  seriously  the
finuncial suceesas of the much heralled
citmnl, The Tehuantepee route hetween
New York and San Franciso, remember
is nearly thirteen humlred miles shorter
thun that by way of Punama, and to
cover  thia  additional  distunce the
nyerage freipht steamer will require from
faur to tive days. Now the Teluimntepec
Nutionnl Railway not only will. but does,
unload o eargo,  earry it across  the
Isthinus, and reload it in forty-eight
houra,  As it will probalily require a day
for a steanier to pass through the canal,

1911.

It so quickly does another eroy
that the sperntion of drenching
of wuy must be abpest contingg,
eifective,
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Our train chugs on.  The sang
in nid fills our exes and varn wng |,
the mompitoes pet in their work oy
and wrist and ankle 5 the heat iy "
tering that we feel like molti tullny
culles rather than human being., T
Jomgle plants dlap wet feclers apaing "::
vars, which move forward thraugl, o e
table tunnel of dunk, rank fol ur (g
the black, oily wurfuce of the .y Kty
ties wre wmall pools of dew, a0 ting
vills of moisture trickle down the s
right  steel  rails  emploved in lieg of
woodlen telegraph poles. which, i Manteg
here, woulld either rot or sprout.
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this means a net saving of from three
to four days by the Tehwanteper route,
Vessels now come alongside the wharf
ut Coatzacouleor—or Poerte Mexien, to
pive it its new offeln]l wone—electric
cranes dip down aml 1t the merchandise
out uf their holds and teansfer it to
wuiting cars through lmtches in their
roofs, and before the ships arve Inaded
wmain their discharpied eargoes are heing
lawered into the holds of other ships at
Balina Cruz, 125 miles away, for their
journey aeross the Pueifie.

This ten-hour trip from ovean to oeea

T not 3ts like in all the warld.  Frem
Ceantzcoaleos, i unkenypt, fever-
stricken hamlets hoddlal on the sondy

shores of w4 horsehor bay, we slide paat
axv-green flelds of plncapples, and then,

withont wwrning, plunge  straight ioto
the twilight of the jungle, where for mile
after mile. hour after houar, the trees
are smothered  in feros and orehids,

whiere mankeys chatter at ws from the
branehes, amd where ineonceivably  gor-
oous Wlooms of el and orange and
rellow light up the home of panthers,
pythons, and parrots. Boo rapid s the
growtl of vegetation in  this torrid
region that the passuge of the trains
iv nwade possible only by the constant
use nf chemienls to repel the alarming
encrauchuients of the creeprrs on the
rail. The ¢hemival eompound, in the
form of a scalding liquid, is sprayed

from & ‘heated tank-car by meaus
of 29 Rteant-hentwl atomizer, the
application  killing wll  plant  life;

HOT COUXNTRY.

i this #ene the white man fights the
ol fipht with oo and natu 1l
loses,  For, thouel he Tabonys henl, b
lrinks havder, A man must drink were
in ihis climate,” he moeditates, “JU
well to keep oue’s liver aflont” Sor
piens and pinolias assail bim @ noaher
Tess gmauts, countless flies, nnspeakabl
Iugs, persistent flens make life o petty
Dell. The heat thins him.. the fevws
vack Lilm, the ceascless vain  depresse
him. but &till he labours doggedly, string
ing his telegraph wires or driving I
e of Daddian plate-Tayers o proniny
Led plantation of wicklv mulle
Preseutly he takes to T.:nwlw" i
woman who provides 1ia wiil
il many vellow  ehilde . Tt
eventually she gives pliee in ' ¥ affir
tions to a Wack bottle and » ek o
preasy cards, aud after that o es v
pien] pavesis.  Slowly aomd serely the
satiate jungle closes in about hivn ¢
B its own,  After a time ther will
anether puinted headstone in e TiL
cemetury ot Wineon Antonpio. 108
NSO 00 MOYe pioneet.

Eresently the jungle through wl
we are steaming dwindles into s
the seral inte barren, wind-sw. @ bv
dotted. like Jonely sentinels, wi'v 7l
ditl organ eacti. We have tapjnl U
Cordillera, the barkbene of the contine!
The dexcent Tievomes abrupt. wite @ ~H-'I
cession ¢f loop-the-loop-like cupies a
roller-conster inclines.  Strong pusts ”:
sen air rweep up from the ennans—sir
sign that the Pacific s near s hand=
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