
The Auckland Competitions.

SOLO PIANIST RECITAL,

BY BAYREUTH.

(jy » UUKLAND’S competition., which

Z. I have been running all the weak

T I and do not conclude before Sat-

’ . urday night, are once more

drawing large houses and attracting
great interest. At this sti'/e <*' the pro

ceedings the opport unity u ripe for
a critical survey embracing the whole

performances. Those that we have seen,

so far were notable more for numbers
than quality in .the musical section,

whilst the elocutionary work showed im-

provement on that of last year. The big
event of the week was the solo pianist
contest, nearly the whole of the 40 en-

trants facing the judge. The difficulties
of an adjudicator under such circum-

stances are more perhaps than anybody
can realise, unless they hare undertaken
the actual work themselves. But when

all things are considered, the awards

made by the judge were somewhat puz-
zling to others whose qualifications en-

titled their opinions to be weighed.
Professor Ives, of course, is not' ah ama-

teur nor inexperienced in such matters,
aad as an outsider he can be trusted
to formulate an opinion not tinged by
local or personal feeling. It is unfortun-
ate thit there should lie a difference of
opinion, but, as a musical critic, I am

bound to say the placing of the com-

petitors in the solo pianist recital was

at Variance with a very solid and ex-

perienced) body of musical thought. It is

Jiot a case of any parochial or insular

outlook'. lit is a ease of artistic ex-

perience and judgment going dead

against the decision. The winner of the
contest. Miss E. McLaren (of Dunedin),
is to be congratulated, and no one be-

grudges her the triumph. She plays
with a good deal of temperament, al-
though her filial performance was not
without technical flaws. Professor Ives,
in. giving his decision, asked outright
whether the audience had ever heard a

finer technique, a finer touch or obvious-
ly a finer temperament. “I don’t re-,
member,” lie said, according to my short-

hand notes of the speech, “in all my-life
hearing a better interpretation of that
finale.” Perhaps the judge’s memory is
defective, otherwise this is tantamount
to ap admission of limited experience. I
am only one of musical people in Auck-
land who., have heard leading exponents'
of Beethoven such as Busoni, Lamond,
or Paderewski, but none of the local

critics (myself included) were in any'way

aware that the winner of the solo com-

petition, cajiable and praiseworthy aS her

performance was, had surpassed or even

approached tire work of these great
artists. The awards of 95 marks out of a

possible 100 for the first, and 93 to second

and third, only serve to make the

judge’s sincerity and declaration all the

more obvious. Hus remarks would not

stand the test of mature judgment. On

the final performance, undoubtedly Pro-

fessor Ives placed the performers in or-

der of merit, however unsatisfactory
the marking appears, but it is felt an

error of judgment —as made in excluding
at least one of ♦' erformers from the

final. Professor s, of course, clearly
of a different opinion which must be re-

spected, but it is suggestive at least

to record the fact that one of the pian-
ists chosen to compete in the final had

arranged before the contest •came on to

take lessons from that very competitor,
whose exceptionally good work did not

find him a place. It as not a case of

pitting just one opinion against another
•—the fact which matters is that experi-
enced opinions differed widely from the
one which excluded the name of Mr Bax-

ter Buckley from the final. The judg-
ment is made now and the incident is,
let. it foe hoped, closed for good.

The final placing of the contestants
was as follows: —

Miss F. McLaren (Dunedin) 95 marks 1

Miss Q. Foster (Dunedin), 93 marks 2

Miss M. Mitehell (Dunedin), 93 marks 2

The second prize of £8 8/ will therefore
be divided, and will accompany the piano
to Dunedin,

The performers in this contest were: —

On Tuesday: Mr A. Bartley (Auckland),
Mr A. O. Baker (Dunedin), Miss E. Mc-

Laren (Dunedin), Miss F. Cannon

(Christchurch), and Mrs Blundell (Emu-
era). On Wednesday: Miss Edna Since t-

on, L.A.B. (Auckland), Miss M. Mitchell
(Dunedin), Miss T. Gallagher (Ellerslie),
Mrs E. Sutherland (Devonport), Mrs B.
Dale (Waihi), Miss F. Denz (Mount
Roskill), Mr L. A. Eady (Auckland), and
Mr A. Pacey (Dunedin). On Thursday:
Misses 11.I1. Mills, M. (Lewis, C. Biggens,
D. White, M. Lusher, and E. Webb, of
Auckland; M. Taylor, Tuakau; Mrs

Bogers, of Ponsonby, and Mr R, Yates,
of Auckland.. On Friday: Misses C.

Brook (’Epsom), N. Ridley (Dunedin),
B. Snodgrass (Te Puke), L. Harper
(Christchurch), C.. Wilkie (Fprdell), A.,
Thearsby (Wanganui), and Q. Foster
(Dunedin), Mrs <f. A. Martin (Ellerslie),
.Mrs Ingrain (Te Aro-ha), and Messrs j.
McGuire (Ponsonby), W. Woolford (Mt.
Eden), and Baxter Buckley (Gore),

The choir. contest was not productive
of. the number of entries’ which one

would have expected from the excellent

prizes that were offered. There appears
to be some apathy on the part of Auck-

land conductors which local congrega-
tions ought to rebel against if they have
any appreciation of energy and lively
interests. The <1 raft-on-road Methodists,
which won last year and at Wellington
recently, werp again successful, thus win-
ning the challenge shield and the con-

ductor’s baton. Trinity Methodists were
second, and Unitarian’s third.

The violin solo produced an excep-
tionally good string in Miss Ida Bos-
worth (Auckland), who won not
only the first prize with 95

marks, but warm praise from the judge.
Professor Ives said that he had judged
different instumentalists in Australia,
’but he had never heard violin playing
come up to the standard he had in

Auckland. The winner of first place
(Miss Bosworth) was an exceptionally
gifted player. (She had musical instinct,
graceful pose, perfect ear, fine technique,
played with spirit, and she gave a poetic
and artistic performance of the solo. H®

would lie very proud of her if she was

•his daughter. tShe had a brilliant career

before her, and her teacher had done

excellent work and was to be compli-
mented. Mr A. Gordon (Auckland), was

planed second (91 marks), and Miss
Mathieson, Wellington, third (87 marks).

Remarks upon the leading elocutionary
work are held over till next week, pend-
in" the completion of the competitions.
The society is fortunate in leaving se-

cured such a solid and careful judge ia
Mr J. H. Hopkins, of Melbourne.

FLOWER CARNIVA

SWEET PEA PAGEANT NEXT-

SATURDAY.

avucKlund's big flower carnival and

sweet pea pageant on Saturday last
had to be postponed owing to the con-

tinuous deluge which assailed the city.
It has therefore been decided to hold
the sweet pea pageant, embracing, as it

does, a big display of floral costume?,

posters, decorated exhibits, etc., at the

Metropolitan Grounds, Auckland, on

Saturday next.
Entries can be made with the

managing secretary, Mr. W. Satchell,
at Mr. Wallace Bruce’s offices, Swanson-
street.

BUSINESS PARS.

In pretty and dainty photographs of

babies, E. H. Skeates specialises at the

Royal Studios, 184, Karangahape-road.
I‘aperhanging and decorating in good

taste is carried on by J. H. Fish, Pre-

mier Buildings, Newmarket, and .shop in-

spection is invited.
Rendell’s, Ltd., Queen-street, are out-

fitters by appointment to His Majesty
the Baby, and deal in baby' outfit parcels.

A trial is solicited by C. E. Taylor, of

ham, beef, tongue, or small goods made
on the premises, at the Western Park

Butchery, 11 Ponsonby-road.
For floral art work, wedding orders

at shortest notice, funeral emblems, and
choice cut flowers, Miss Murray may be

consulted at the Queen’s Floral Depot,
185, Upper Symonds-street.

At the Tutorial Postal College, Wood-
side-road, Auckland, correspondence tui-

tion is provided for Civil Service,
teachers’ certificates, and University ex-

aminations; Mr. M. O. W. Irvine,

principal.
Country visitors are welcomed and

general patronage asked for at Len

Adams’, Britomart Hotel.

Mr. I'ercy F. Wade, magician and
sodety entertainer, 44, bhelly Beach
-roSu, is open for engagements at con-

certs, “At Homes,” garden parties, etc.
Dates may be booked at Wildman and
Arey’a.

Mr. John Routly, architect andatru
tural engineer, may be consulted at hi»
rooms, Empire Buildings, Auckland

Eastern draperies, Oriental embroider
iea, Japanese art work, etc., is sold b,
Ernest A. Bimmer, at the .Showroom.,
Strand Arcade.

The Victoria Hotel, W. Derliam pro-
prietor, has recently been enlarged and

renovated, and offers excellent accom-

modation and beverages. Electric light
throughout. Low tariff.

For beautiful sweet peas, use M.i -
kereth’s special sweet pea manure,

Gilbert J. Mackay, Queen-street, agent.
Hancock and 00., Ltd., advertise Im-

perial ale as cool and delicious to the
palate and refreshment in the hottest
and dullest weather.

The South British Insurance Co., Ltd ,
a local office, have funds of £(350,096,
and accept risks at lowest current rates.

A catalogue of steel ceilings, linings,
etc., is supplied on application to Briscoe
and Co., Ltd., Customs-street.

LAST FEW DAYS.

EXS MAJESTY'S

THEATRE

AUCKLAND COMPETITIONS
SOCIETY’S

HUGE-FESTIVAL-HUGE

COMPETITIONS.

LAST FEW DAYS.

COMPETITIONS.

TWO DEMONSTRATION
NIGHTS.

FRIDAY, Bth, SATURDAY, 9th.

COLOSSAL PROGRAMMES

UY PRIZE WINNERS.

DON’T MISS EITHER OF THESE

TWO BIG NIGHTS.

OXLY THE BEST PERFORMING.
I *

DEMONSTRATION NIGIITS.
FRIDAY Bth, SATURDAY 9th.

TUB KNIGHTS OF NIGHTS.

I IF YOU WANT TO BE THERE

BOOK YOUR SEATS NOW.

ADMISSION: .
Demonstration Nights, 3', 2/. 1/. Early

Doors, Stulls Cd, Gallery 1/ extra.

Evenings (Finals), 2/6, 1/0, 1/, no early
Uoors.

. y Sessions fMntlnce oxc'eptsdh Sixpence.
Box Plan Reserved Seats at Wildman

and Arey's.
No Free List.

SCOTT COLVILLE,
Managing Secretary,

HAVE YOU VISITED THE LYR’O
THEATRE YET?

Direction Hayward’s Enterprises, Ltd.
THE

MOST UP-TO-DATE PICTURE

THEATRE IN THE DOMINION.
Lose no time in spending a pleasant

evening at

“HAYWARDS PICTURES.”
BRILLIANT LIGHT,

PERFECT PROJECTION.
ABSOLUTE STEADINESS.

SUPERB SEATING ACCOMMODATION.
MAGNIFICENT FILMS.

In fact, THE LYRIC starts where others

finish, and the result is unexampled
popularity.

1/6, 1/, Sixpence.
Seats may be booked at Wildman and Arey’s.

DEVONPORT MUSICAL SOCIETY

“ ATHALIE.’

FINAL CONCERT OF THE SEASON.

PARISH HALL,
MONDAY, DEC. 11, 8 P.M.

The ‘GRANDETTE’ Piano
Asyou know, the tone of the grand piano is much
fuller and rounder, has more volume, than an up-
right instrument. The chief reason for the greater
popularity of the latter has hitherto been the

awkward shape and ungainly appearance of the

grand.
But there is now a grand of artistic shape—the
GRANDETTE —made by the world famous piano
house, A. ALLISON & CO.

The GRANDETTE represents the greatest advance

in piano making for a '■nntijry. Musically and

artistically it is the most perfect piano ever

made.

In it you get purity of tone —tremendous power
and volume—in the smallest possible dimensions.

Its shape is symmetrical—it graces a room no

matter where you place it.

You are cordially invited to inspect the Grandette

in our showrooms. You will find the new piano
interesting.

EP PIANO AGENCY, LTD.,
• & !• S. COLDICUTT, Manager.

191 Queen St., Auckland, near H.M. Theatre.
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