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by the average playpoer, but by the “gal.

Jeryilea und pittitew” a'f"pr_m'ilim?n_l the-

atred. e
 Tha Chocelats Baldiy -
K oin weld thal ne  miumica) mumber
cever Xenuelled. roumnl: Lhe earth more
quickly than the tenderly graceful walte
wg "My Hero,” sung in ibe fimt act of
wihe - Choenlate Boldier.® ‘Tha thrilling
curemble in its refrain recurs at the close
of the second act, and is suid to be wor-
hy of the best in gramd opera. “The
Choeolate FHolliet™ ipcdeneribed an being
an eutirely ditferent order of entertain-
mwent to the upual light eomic epera. “A
wontinuous . stream of meledy,'™ ™
Steauss at hin very Teat,” “Strauss in bis
wirst wladions mood,” are some of the
gpinions expreancd by leuding Augtralian

e e

contemporaries,. - Songs, trios, quartettea -

ant choruses, all of a high musical order
sbomnl—languorsus, exhilarating and ro-
mantie in tnrm—but invariably tuneful.
In these Orcar Strauss das ran the
gainaL oF soud in no uncertain manner,
anl has; accurding to reliable opinien,
pucwesdind i acconmplishing  something
like & maguum opus in genuine comic
oper. - 1t nuky be of interest to know
that the melodies of “The Choeolate Sol-
Jier” are bring played and sung in 3
wonmtiog -and more -than 200 cities of
the woeld to-day, H is promived thet
the lileet1o is of a distinetly high hidey-
iy character, the whirh may be reasen-
ablg expeoted, seving that the opera is
p dramatisation of the fnmous Bernard
shaw's -nuich debatel -play, “Arma aml
the Man?  “Musie, [ simedl sty ex-
cliims Bpmerli in the early scenes of the
pieer,. anid- hin olfactory ergan ia ban-
yoetm] B repletion duving ibe two hours
imd a-haif of the play's poerforance.
Slypuss -is inveriably mclodious, never
firreome, and-in this- iy latest produe-
tion, in a light opera way, is said to be
little shore of diviwe. " “Tlig " Cliocolutle
Holdier' will be presented in AuckTand
by Mr.:J. € Williamson's New Eaglish
Comie Opera Company on Deceibber 18th,
Latest Use for Musie, -
A tale .is going round abeut some
doings at o London Club which enjoys a
vertain notoriety for pavticularly -late
nonrs. It seems that the wives of some
ri the members informed the Committee
1hat they shoudd like: -io-commemorate
the recent Cloromation by -offering for
soieptance a valwable and beautiful ol
pravelain. vase mounted on & pedestal,
frnished with a snitable inseription. The
pift was thaukfnlty accepted, and placad
in the smoking-room. All was admired,
the tine lines and colouring of the vase,
with the lapdseme carvings, inlaying,
ant moulding of the supporting base,
and the polished Auted column; all were
eltoctive,  But admiration was turned
tn surprize, about a week alter the
inangaration, when, on the hall elack
rtiiking twelve, the smggestive melody

of "Itome, Swect Home” rang out from -

the  agenious contrivance. It then
dawnied .upon. the Iate babituees that
1he ladivs had cleverly found the means
v a striking appeal to stop off talk, and
Tevkon homewards -laggards whe were
not aceustomed to appear until the -small
Twurs of the next day. The puzzle has

heer to ascertain how the contrivanes’

wurked, Nightly at twelve,.or within a
few  minutea, “Home, Sweet - Home”
mukes ita alluring appeal,anid there is a
ploomy  guthering to “hear - the well-
Xuowi - strain—with “seme muttered
Ureaty, It i3 sunnised thot the ap-
paratua eontaing an  electrically con-
iplted elock, which aetustea a barrel
#orking on 4 powerful sleel-comb, an ja
found m the waual Swiss mausic-hoxes.
Try Vatteries sapply the motive power,
aud the méchanism may be designed to
ran for a long time, so ug sort of widd-

img-up is required. »
Johr MeCormack to Simg in Ngw
Zealand, ' T

Quita’ 1le most imperiant announce-
ment fur Lhis week in the information
which reaches nwe that My, John MeCor-
~mack, the famous Covent Garden tewor,
uho was associgted with Melba in the
tte reniop of firand Upera in Australia,
in whortly 10 give iwo ¢oncerts in New
Zealid.” The Jirst convert will be given
at Wellington on 12l »January, ad the
*reond ut Awvckland om 185th Januarvy,
O the following day Mr, MeCormack
_lraves for Home via Suva. .

It §s not yet four years apo wince thia
brilliant nrtist made n semnlional ap-
Pedgance  at tlovent Cdpden in “Caval-
Yerig. Hustivann,? and ‘rose almost at &
b to gapi. s reputation llat in now
warldwide. " Ha in a young Trishman—
nol yet 27, The stary in on record how,
a8 &, youngeter, he entered the National
hrish Festival, snd _ ynueh to Lis oA

surprise) won the Deora Gold Medsl v
winging, 1¢ was that which sct bim defi-
Miiely on & eareer of aslonishing develop-
ment.  He sonspleted hin stusdies In Italy
with sach excellent purpose that when

he wia in his 2lat year he wap able to -

‘make bis debut with great sucewss befors
& critieal Italian sudienca st Savona,
when he sang i “L'Awico Fritz It in
uuderstood that whilst in New Zealand
Mr, MeCormack will aing chielly Latluda,
a8 he usnally does when he takesa to the
coueert platform im Londen, Tle will
have in association with lhim the New
Zealand soprano, Miss Rusina Buckman,
who did such excellont work in thia
enuntry the Jast time <he came round
with the Itolian Grand Opera Company,
capecially in “Madam Butterfy® = My,
Alfred Kaulman, a bass solo, also of
Covent Garden, also a iine artist, and
Alr. Spencer Clay, an English pianist,
will complete the eompany, - F is al-
mokt  certnin - that these two concerts
will be rushed when the box office ar-
rangements are made known. -

Stray Notes,

The largest chamber organ in the
world ia' to be found in the residence of
Mr. J. M, Boustead, of Westlield, Wim-
bledon €omman, Londen. It haa fve

nuanualy, and 122 stops, 81 pistons and
pedals,” There are really six organs and
pedals.  Over 8300 pipes, 30 gongs, ete.

Mr, Mark Hambourg is now giving o
series of 50 recitals in Canada and the
West of America, the tour extending from

to Irvimg from that time 10! 1 weat
bark to Losdon 32 yrary ago, e tuok

thewmchair at gne of par hguse “dinuers,

and. bt the patmfe-tioh of tetling R

cthen that he completely éfaced my im-

premmion of Clharles Keau's Louim - -

“Blewa you, the changes there have
been! \\'fmn I timt went acting there
were wome plays  beiug  written sl
aeted which eutirely revolutionived the
Hritivh stage, - 'Phere were wueh plays
as T. W, Robertwon's ‘Cante’ and “Schowl,’
which. were put on sk the Prince of
Wales" Theatre i Loudon by the Ban-
crofls. Thene pieced intvpduced @ new
school of avting—what the old fobks eall-
ed ‘fteacup auvd sawcer acting” Just be-
eaust it was natural! Well, I made my
tlest appearavce in London in 'i7, under
the manapement of Juohn Hare, and at
the fivt iheatre he ever had, the Court
Theatre,. Ellen Terry was the leading
lady., Juwst Befove I retiened to Avstralis
o couple of years age I wus engaged by
Sir John Hare to play Uaptain Hawtrey
in ‘Caste) when he was taking hin stage
favewell, Tt wan sirange. that I should
have opened. with him and have taken
part iy his fayewell, But I was speaking
of revohationa, There had been another
revolution, The new style of acting which
in the early sixties had revolutionised
the English stage had gone. It was ns
dend ag the dodo.  You saw Ethel [r-
ving the other day, Well, she is one of
ile exponents of the very latest style
of acting,  Apgting, like dialects, alters
frgm year te year. You won't find any.

- IN EDER.
The Serpent.—What's Adain g0 grenchy about to-tay? -

The Ape.—0Oh, e aays that ihe aivival ef
waniversa) peaee pave been kinovked o the heag for gowl,
. .

the Atlantie ta the Pacific coust. Tie
will not return to England unlil Febru-
ary 7 mext. o . -
Here is anotber, ingtance ol the amaz-
ing extent of Professor Reinkardt's great
spectacte fo be produced at Glympia at
Christmag.  Ap is generally kiown, the
peene represents the interior of a lnge
Gothie eathedral, - During the intermezzo
the deove are opened, and the speviater
ween o band of humtamen, with thely borses
and dogs, traversing & lofty mowntain,
But to give due eficet to tlie pictuve 1t has
Vecome, elear that the mountain must be
in the middle of the arena. To accomplish
thig Professor Reinhardt and Mr. Stern,
the scenic derigner, have arravged to bufla
up & huge mouptain capable of aupport-
ing hundreds of people, and bigger in
cireuwmference than almost any stage in
London. This is to Dbe equipped wr‘th
liictar power, so that it may be eaeily
jngved from oneend of the building to the
other. No wonder that the spectacls has
been named “The Miracle.”
oI vewember paying in Tamiel’ and
Touis X1Y with Charles Kean, in the
same year as he died” maid Mr Tither-
adge iu seie reminiscences related to a
Sydney pressman. *I had not been long
on the stage then, aml my hiea of
Kean's performance in “Louis X' was
such that I never tlfought it would be
upset. by anyone elsc. - But Henry Irving
upnel st—tlie great father of H. B. Tr-
ving, who beara a remarkalle ])9]'90!!3'
resemilance to im. 1 first met Irving
% '68 or ’80. It waa in a piece called
“‘Drarver thap Life! Ly H, J, Byren, the
nigh who_ wrote *Our Boys’ Let me
wee. . , . T beltieve T am fhe onty ome
of .that caxt aliva. Henry Yiving, J. Fu
Tosle, Lionel Brough, and J. 8. Tither-
‘adge—al] gone Lot one.” I never Apoke

womsan  means 1bat all his plone for

pody in Towlon now who speaks wili
the Uockuey dialect of Sam Weller,

. “I have been acting for 45 years—3
long  time,”  enntinned  Mr, G N
Titheradge. .~ “'One anan in his time
playa many parts,” but [ suppose 1 have
played more parts than any man breath-
ing.” 1 waa 17 when 1 went on the stage,
amd § amy 62 45 years of it.  And I
love my avk to-tay as much us T ever
dédd,) . T started at FPortsmeuth, in Octo-
ber, ‘0, playing comie basiness in pan-
komime, and heing knosked about by thoe
elown; and 1 have played every lime of
business fzom Hartequin to Hamlet. ~ [
have played .utikty. T bhave phayed the
walking gentleman, I have played juven-
ile busineas, and I have played” leading
buginess; I have played for nearly balf
'y .("i:ntu‘ry; and in that time T have seen
three entirely revolutipnary styles of
acting. ' Actors are wma longer judyed
by fornier standdrds, T had my early
training in the dais af stock companies

al%

-—a thing of the past. ) graliuind ing
the wawe wehool as Hignold in Hrialel,
wirder Jamea Henpy Chute, EllenTerrg
ladly. Hancrqly,  aod SMrw.  Labouchere
tHelrietta Hodygmm] Sre mimeng Lhosa
whoalso graduated in the satie webool"
Mr, Tithecadge, however, is best rewem-
bered in conue-tion witlh the Hrough aul
Boucicault Company. For ten years he
delighted tiwe people of Australia jn the
nﬁlcud-id plays whielh thur Hewm pot oun
the atage. lle wnm Lhe original Aubrey
Tanqueray iu thie country, with Mrs+
Brougl ay 'aula, as he was the ariginal
of the % King™ wnder the nuanage-
ment of Willianlwn, Garner, ang Afue-
grove. Must people wild say. his, bizgest
success wan in The Silver Kt T a
popular senve it was. Howas o “houy”
part,  Artistically, Mr. Titheradge bas
mrde bigger piecensea than Lhat, “Per-
aomally,” he ways, "'l never cared two-
pence far it. I think T like the *Villaga
DPriest’ as woll as any thineg.'

In the performance of “The Chocolate
Seldien” at Her Majesty’s, Sydiney (says
the “Referee’™) Mise  Winifred OConnne,
a3 Nudina, had encore honours- far the
walle wong "My Hero  “sydpethy,”
“Falliig il Love,” "The Letter song,”
“Alexing the Meveie,” =The Tale of a
Cpat,” "That Woull e Lovely,? “The
LChocolate  Boldivr,™ and “Never Waa
There Such & Lover,” were the othes
poptilar numbers. - My Lestie (laze ag
Lientenant Bumerti and Mr. Noel Flom-
ing as Major Alesis wore again sneerss
ful.  On Teewlay and Wediesday of lost
week Miss Amy Murphy appeared na Na-
dine. The New Zealand=sopraio acted
with aphmation, and her bright volee was
effectively nsed in the rconeerted num-
})era a3 _weil aa in “My Horn” and “The
Letter Song.”  Dudwing by the Logkiug,
the comid aperin !:‘M)l'lﬁ[ 'li able tuﬁ:s [:3
ihe elage at ITer- Majesty’s until the
Clrintnisg senson., N ’

“Erery  Womay,”: the  remnarkahle
uorality plgly nhort]y to be intraduegl to
Austratian playgoers by the J, . Wil
Hamson manngement, had an Tmiuense
cast. Earch of the characters is wynihollad,
ik has veferznee to the crder of our daily,
Tife. The long list ineludes Wealth, Tove,
Youth, Beurny. Malesty, Conaciente,
Truth, Passion, Thre, and 56 bn. A moont
issue of the Elbmrt Huhbart magarin
“The Philistime,” was completely devot
to a review-of “Every Woman,” whick
was praised by the philosapher-suther in
glowing terms of pavegyris, .
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PERCY - F. - WADE, "

MAGRICTAN  AXD

TUE TIREMIER

AOCIETY ENTERTAINER,
1s open for cngagemenls RE Coucerls, At
1lomies, Ganlen axlien, ete. . Speclal (orums

1o Hazasrs, Midtasce ng objver. Dales m
B booked at AxcHty, Messts Wildwan w
Arey, ot direct,- 84, Bhells Beach Hoad,:
Aunculand,- Wilte - for cicuiae vontaloimg
terws, ete, e - . ey

ROFESROR MAC, Gifted. Clajrvoyant.

Nog kombug. Lifr's =turp traly . told.
Hebence, uecuracy, tenth, Datly, 10 g, Ui
107 pom. p 208, 8/, Cenntry und  distant
DNeniufon oilentds wend date aml phace of
DIFth, Bont barn If pessibie, sample w2itingg
G;;, stumipéed emvelope -rephy, — 8, X M
BUWMGET BT.“ 3 douis K‘.trjlnsu’bnpe Rd.,

Aucilaod,

N TEINWA -
"' THE WORLD'S GREATEST PIANO.
. From £100 to £450.
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"THE LONDON & BERLIN PIANO Co,,
L. . 215-217, Queen St., ‘Auckland.
: " ) w., M. WEHB.E‘, gjl&'mader.. | . '
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