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The Coming of & Great Singer:
HIE approacling year of 1012 pro-
mize to bring lo this side of
the world the fluest English con-
‘ -~ trallo in Madante Kirkby, Funn.
To mans people, denied ‘the opporiunitics
of gontact with the wider workl of the
the name, of {his singer can convey
. Haviig had the pppoytunity
o henvlig her betl on the conetat plat-
fyrm and the operatic slage, perhaps T
way be pardonad in wisbing 1o-say o few
words about a tendy fime singer,” There
i nalhing of Ahe lalladanonger about
Wiy fullitoned. gorgeous voice that pene-
trates every libre of .ones” being.  Sle
excels din the  maslevpieees of German
voeal art,  the  inexprossible songs of
Heluiitans,™” Brilma, - Sehabert,  and
lichard Strawss.  She takes rank with
tie leadipg operatic urtists .of the world,
Ondy lust year ot Covent "Clirden she
sdded fo an A y great reputglion by
her performances,. cspecinlly in “Samson
aad ]);lmn," in which her acling, like her
',aiugin;:. was supprb., She 8 oa rga:\l,‘ q‘ll—
Eritish prima-donna, atl as “Rragreha™
in Wagner's fingst iagrdy, “Tristan and
Tuolde,” she Ihs few eqials anywlere,
Her' cureer is full of junlerest, especially
#o 1hose wlo Lave Leard her rich and
glorigus® voide poirring out its beantles
1o the favourcd few at ihe Opera llouse.

En_riy Days,

| Triigs theve_is a strain’’ of  Spanish
Hlgs in hor feiny,” awhich, no ™~ doubt
acegunis | for g dramalic power and

abandén Falher unnsunl ih EngHsh art-
sta, bul save for that her family s ex-
clukively British, and sk was born and
xeared at Maonchester,  There is more
thaii a touch of romance ahoul Madame
Hirkby Lunn'«'carly life," for in those
days a -frequent visitor ta Ier ™ liome
was A distant ceusin,-nc Mr.- Pearson,
whoae wife she was dostined d become,
Himaelf an esthusiastic amatenr mnsl-
cian, it was My, Pearron wiho fivst dis-
covered the rare possibililies of  his
eousin's voicn, and. on hia advice slis
took tessons from Mr. Greeawnod, organ-
ist of AllL Sainis' Claegh, Then, dgain,
« on Mr. Penrson's advice, abe trisdfor
rational reholamlipat the Royed €ullege
of Musie, but could get no nerrer thian
proxime accennil, Nothing duunied, Miss
Kirkby Jawnn eniered the collyge pa an
ardinary student, dnd the Mllowing vedt
phie trinmphuantly carried off the coveted
Bcholuzrship, i e
A Famous Teachsr.

Mudame Rirkky Tann wab fortunats
In ler teacher of sinping ot ths Royal
College of Music, and she doss not fatget
o acknowledge how much she owns tg
the whole-liearted enlhosianm, vast ex-
r\rlencp, angd skilfal mothgds of her pro-
eagor, thut very remarkabls aed ‘clever
man, Mr, or, to give him hia {uil title,
Cavaligre  Alberl Visetti,  Whnt Mr,
Yisetii ,iml e for the' cause of Fnglish
anging can never be adequately ex-
pressed, but somo 4y perhapa he. will
wrlie the story of hin long fight with the
prejudicé agrinat Euglish singers, aid
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the prejudices of Britinh parests, -wlo
for loug weré convinetd that' Continental
professors alime could traim whd produce
B sitiger of ‘the *firat rank, Anyway,/in
Madame Kirkby Lunn Mr. Visétti vindi-
eated the principle for which he las long
and stublornly battied, namely, that the
best place to train an English singer,
who i necesrarily going to appeal mainly
to English audictices, ts Englond.

Her Deobut. Lo
While still @ student of the Royal Col-
lege “of ‘Musie, Madame - Kirkhy Taumn
lnd the ubukual howeur of singing twice
before: Roynlty: on the first occosion
before Queen Yictorln in s command per-
formance of arn- opera which had been
praduced by the sludents at the I'rince
of Wiles Theatre, and on the second ac-
vanion before the then Frincess of Wales,
who sent her A gravieus message, as she
ngnin did when Madime Kirkby Lunn
made “her firat appearance im “Lolen-
rin.”  Fer nctval debut, however, Was
in “Shamne O'fien,” with the late Mr.
Tienis O'Bullivan na the hers, although
before this she had already been offered
and accopled n five years' conteact: for
Girand Opeen with Bir Augustus Harris.
His deatl, krwever, put an end to that
engngement ¢re it was well boglm,r;‘\.r_‘nd
then she, tourad for tlece years with

the &n¥l Hos Company.- ].nie; Madame.

Kirkby, Luan, wag appointed firs
tralto pt: Covert arden, and sae
a true British prodnet; she :
from’ trimph lo tridmph_in opern, ore

torio, and- Lallad cantert.”not only’ in
Eugland, “but on trl_):c Contingnt and in
Amerjtg, ,Montion' of ~Americn J"E‘.F““’-!““
one thnt, Wadamg Kirkly Tunn Tas-more
than something of the hieroic in her, comy
rosition, fior_while giving a series g[\ con
certs in ihat cquniry’ some years' ago,
she eontracted congeation of the lungs,
: appenred and sanp while

yeATR ago, Wna been rovived at St, Jameés'

Theatre’~the fashionablé house “of the
“West KEnd.” . The ~revival
memoiies {6 aomie, of The leading «
“T'o sce it again,” remarks the, “Tele-
raph,””. “is to~bé. reminded _\;@gorrol\mly
hat many Lhings have happened to our'
stage in- tlis lawt dcende. Tn IROZ fle
people wha liked the play leagt admitted
that it was vastly clover. The plays that
we call clever in 1611 have io be munch
less ingenioks, mucli less like & wax-
work, than ‘Lady Windermerce's Fan.'
Thig is net to deny ils wit. There ore
a thousagnd nm‘t tlings in it, and & con-
siderable array of things much bettor—
the final perfeet form of epigrams that
gven in (he raugh would be a” porsession
for ever. “To le intelligible i3 to be
found out,’ ‘and ‘a’rynic knows the price
of everylhing and the value of nothing,
may be jewels dupg up long Lefore Oscar
Wilde's day, but il- was he who eut them
to their delighiful perfeetion, The wudi-
énce pf 1911 enjoyed these’ and every-
thing else tremendously. Tf their Jaugh-
ter gnd applanse be a firfal judgment, the
filay must aurely be w mnsterpicee. But
it 35 impossille for critiviam to owll it
dven the shasdow of that, The naivele of
its techuique, the simple-minded theatri-
eality of it€ characters, ita poverty of
invention, sad conventionelity of imagin-
ation and thoughi were not hidded from
evetyore in 1892. They are glaring to
1011, Fven in 1892 there were critics
win fell & duty to repeat Whistler's gibe
that Orear Wilde lad & good memory,
Thet memory for alnge deviess. which,
dven twerity yern ago, were sadly foded,
= now m moans to melancholy, Yet the

rwit flaerhes aec lrightly, or almast as
* brightly, na.evar, and you may atiil apend

a very pleasant, twmugh not a whally
pleapant, avening, watching ‘Lady Win-
dermere’s Fan,'" P .

Driveh Out by the Paritans,

. Mr Arthur Bourchier, the well-known
actoraoanager, ia respomsible for the
statement thal the majosity of people in
England do not {ake the drama dsriously.
It would be wrong (le paya) to Llams
4¢ha man wiro, sfter wight or tem hours"
worry in the oily, rather resents baing
msked Uy the dramwtist to solve . some
knotty morul problem. ‘The man  had
done hin duty’ grimly il through the

. =+ Aftef grage, the fheriff took up.my
{ '_'%Rlﬂés‘ﬁlo\'(‘!'. Ewy., J.BF

Tay, 'aiid wheu #venjag eaioé he wanted
Lo laugh, not to_think. He was frivolous
as & playgoer aimply beoause he was
strenuoui as @ eitizen,: - "

" _That the people would soon begin te
take the drams seriously was mot, he
Xhought, oo much to hope. We had seen
how quick and how great the changs had
been’ in musical performances since the
people began to take & ‘sericus’ practical
interest in music. If thera be sapathy
with regard to the drama .ab the present
moment, it was becansa the I'uritans in
their mistaken zenl drove it out of the
hearta of the prople, and it had never
really returned, T PR

» Perhapa so, Mr. Bourchier, perhaps 50,
The decline of the drama ia inevitalle so
Jang ws it is governed by commercial and
not artistic considerations, - Puritanism
11na strangled s certain amount of art in
Tiritain, but money is killing a good deal
maore, . : .

A Bock of Amusing Stories.-

Mr. Jaumes Clover is a well known, fig-
ure in Londoen, who conduels the Brury
Lane DIantomime every wear and Fulfils
virions caparities in publie 'life. B

Hia latest is to appear as the author
of & volume of stories gay and cutrivus,
& record of “things seen—mostly with
& twinkle in the eye—in hia quadeuple
capucity of musician, journalist, Bohe-
mian: #nd Jate his Worslip ‘the’ Mayor
ol Hexhill-on-Nea, “Jimmy (ilover: iHis
Book,” just brought . out , by . Messrs,

- Mcthuen, is indeed. an. awtobiography of
Ihlinite jest- md hnour, - o= o0
. #“The genial conductor, with his, olund
fade hnd. figure, hia viton -and manole, i3
as miiel an institntion at Brury lige as
the - pantomitne itself,” it i4"recorded.
But his "fourfold . parsenality is- apt to
lead to errar. “As witness the Tollowing
s incident: “While I wag Mayhy of ‘Hex-
SEILY relates Mr! Glover, ™I ‘wai duked
by the - West Country Association to re-
Epond to a toast on the ceension-of the
© yisit "of the Lord Mayor,: Sir Willinm
‘Frelgar, of whom it i3 said "that he
- {throws. oil-cloth on.the troubled wvaters.’
My meighbour was Sir Willian's rpopu-
Yar---Bhariff, Hr Wiltinm . Dunn? M. P,
1 T L card,
And read out: ‘The Mayor’ of “Béxhili,
*Deéat, -dear!’
fle ‘eontinued. “Why, yvou've got the
eante’ naie. a4 that advertising” duap ab
Drury Liane Wi -is elwayd, getling his
nawe the papers. .It's perfectly. sick-
Evérg ‘Somlay niorning *1: take
L Refered™)- apd see” that  Hmmy
Gilover lls doue, this—tlat—and tie
atirek tdiinig.” 1 replied, “Yes, it's awiul!'
i iy “dpeech luter on du the evening [
soonr convineed Sir William of ‘my ad-
vertising power.’
In Ireland. R : .
. It is superfluous to observe that Mr.
Glover hails from Ireland. From thke
firat page to {he last his book lecms
with picturesque episodes of Jife in the
Jand of Swiit and Sheridan, all of which
the author views from a huwmorous as-
pect. The follawing chestnut, he assures

Cvér
ap, my. “Refere

us, ts aitribited 1o Baron Dowse, who-

once charged 8 jury in a libel action
where the (efence was a printer’s error.
“Jintlemin iv th’ joory,” said the Judge,
Sthe difffuce i thia case 'is” th" owld
wun iv_a printer’s, error. I well remim-
ber once meking a political speevh in
Cork, and: quoting that old saying. “Bet-
fer fifty years of Kurope than a-cycle of
Cathay,’ end wnat was wmy anstonishinent
* 0 read in 'The ('ork Constitution’ the
mext maruing that T had-seid ‘Better
AAfty yeurs of tightrope than & direus in
Bowbay,'”, Now' jinileniin; “you know
the value iv a priuter's error.”
.- As with most srtists, the suthor's enrly
enreer was, marked by alternate periods
of prosperity and peoury—nwostly pen-
ury., 'He was & true Bobhemi.. and his
nomadic instinet led, him from kown to
town, from Fondon lo Paris, where, in-
npitred by - letter that sppeared in “The
Daily News,” hé sought an interyiew
with Victor Hugo, on the question of a
State-subventioned, theatre in London,
The_poet received the struggling young
journalist’ with the utmost cordiality,
and in somewhat dogmatle style made to
him the following statement: 'l am
afrald,” ho said, “that the conditions

ander which the drams puraues itd way -

in your Melropolis, the conditions wnder
Whﬁ-h your poets and authors write Llwlr
works, .the conditions under which they
wra performed, snd the general atmo-
Bphere of ircssponsibility uwader which
phe avirage Briton patronises all amiise-
ments; and his theatres In particular,
render il almost impossible thib the
ch could be fully cealised.”

[The Weekly Graptic. and* New"Zealand “Mail fof “December 6, 1911, "

A Mory of Fhaw.' _ -7 . e
On” hin return Lo England te_ jggg
young Glover found himaelf siranded iy
London, his allowsnis of taventy shitlingy
being abruptly disconlinued. ..He luekily
gor unluckily } obtsined an LT Y
Houthamplon - te_: “vaMp” - splroprials
‘Music 10 * A& magician lsdy, .wlo, he
Srenkly admits, performed all asorbs f
ridieulous feats:  Other touring experi.
ences with merobaid, a saword swallower,
ana & “man-fish” followed, untii'ﬁn;u,
be was appointed musical direcior in Mr,
Clarles f‘ollutl—e'ﬂ burlesque tompany af
the then handsome emclument, to-Lim, af
£3-per weelr.:  Fortwne mt last gmiled
upon him. He becaate the frieud of glf
the stars of the London stage fo- il
pighties and nineties, and joined Rir, ten
plain Mr. Augusius--Harris at Coveyt
Garden, - - . - -
Here, among other parts; he plaved
that. of mediator betwesn ihe mangper
of the theatre and Mr. George Rernard
Hhaw, to whom Harris had teken a dis-
like, and barred on first nights:  Tje
first meeting beiween the eritic and the
manager took le st the - premiere of
the- “VYalkyrie,” with Jerr Lahse con.
ducting far the” first time in Enplund,
Harris. took especial pride.in the band—
always a big Wegrerinn “desiderntoem "
- “What do-you think of the opera to-

“nights” the manager asked of G.HS.

“Oh, very good—vory good.”. .

And then a lull. A long. deadly pause,
- “And,” eontinned Aareiz, “whnt o you
think of the band-—yes, the bandt -Tan't
it splendid®™ . A Lt

Another long pause, BRI

Then, Shaw, pushed in 0 enrrer, aid:
“Yes, they're not tud—not had—hut {
think they've wonderfully deteriurated
since I henrd, them -lasds on the Sunday
bont golug to Hamptor Court.” . ... |
Faper Bag .Song. o
. The pantomime sengster is hard ot it
in Lomdon rhyming -sentimental. and
comic dittics wherewith to stir he im-
agination of the great British pullic,
Here in & sample Harry Fragaon s ta
sing at the Prury Lane pantomime at
Chrigtmas:— - T T

You've heard sbout bie Yxtest kind of
Coeovking et - L o
T lttle paper bags—it's quite-a erarn
My wifer has got the “fever, and I swear
* - I'll have to leave her -
If shie doesu’t change her papere.mking
. CWANE. - s T e g
Tt's not-the:paper hags timt T ohjret ta,
~It's her: methad that's =0 xery, very
- ..erde, -
For the paper bags she.uises ave nll made
. from “Duily. News.es,” . .., |
- And.tle print boils off and comes-oub
.= . on the food. .o -

Delightfully  inconsrquential " is _the
chorus of the serond verse:— *°° °
First the herp mécls the maiden

codfish, i~
And murmura, “Just one kiss before
' we part.t’ . Co
Then the villain_his “Ha' La!™ snips-ia
~the middie of the parsnips, -
And he swenrs his fove upon the apple
© tart. . L e e
He murinnrd, “Ily with we!” upon the-
: . cabbage. .. :
Bhe spurns him—tlien tie
- ting vexed, .
Cries, “Your jewels I will puriain|" but
she stals-him oo the sirloin.. ..

.And the weddiug is “continued. in, pur

next," :

¥ The Blne Bird.” :
Maeterlinck’s. “The Blue Bird™. js. (v
reach  Australusia lute next year,” and
it is runkuired that the original profueer
in London, Mr,-‘Herbert Trench {lute of
the Haymarket Thentred, is to superviie
the production on thin side of the world
Tt is now being played at the Kenaiagion
Theatre in London, Lut after ('lristmns
it will return once more to the “Wusk
End” Finally, after ita teappearine
in London, tlre “Bird" is to take itd Tong
flight acrouy the aeas—an far as the Aili-
podea.  This will be the firal production
of it by an English compony, in & coun-
try outside Europo and America, Wihcn
it is ndded that “The ‘Blue Bird” has
lately hatl a most prosperous run dn the
provinces, it will'be seen’ that Muelsr
finck's popularity ag & dramaiist in Eng:
lind hus been well established. .~
. Yot whem thé piece was frst prodared
at the lh)'mnrﬁ:t not & few people
thought the management was attonpting
a somewhat busardoys experiment. Would
the Belgisn peet's symbollsm be under-
ntooc; by the avefage plaggwer? it was
askell. " oL
. To-day' Lhere is An unequivical Bhawer
0 the guestion, “The Hine Bird™ had
been undersivod ang appraciaied, ot vmly

o the
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