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A beautiful mauve-pueple varleiy
Their exhilits year by year are really
a treat, amd an education in themselves
as to hew far Nature can be assisted
in producing its very best.

spevin? class for exhibitors within
ulins of five miles of the Wellington
bowas well contested with some
» blooms--Mr. 4. Jetirey seoring
ith Mr. 1L A, Fox sccoml, and
Mr. m 4L Pearee third, hoth being very
close on his heela, Twenty-four ladees'
decorated tables formed quite an out-
standing feature of the show, the first
and third prizes going to tables deco-
ruted with sweet peas.

A maguiticent exhibit of pot plunts
consisting of ealludiums, gloxinias, ferns
of all kinds, and nany beautiful tlower-
ing and folinge plants secured a Royal
tural Heciety medal for Mr. Q.
A, Ghapnan, of the Lower 1utt, Miss
e scoring second with o smaller bot
y tasLeful exhibit. ‘Fhe show was too
y for carnations and sweel pras,

stagred heing  of  poor quulity.
The atlendance both during the after
W aud evening was excelient,

Three Good New Sweet Peas.

“There are seyeral gweed peas ihat
done well in the terrible season

S glamd,” seyw a writer in

s Magazine,” “and many
i that have attracted con-
ttention by reason of their
form and colour.  The following
¢ not here veferred te as stund-
1 sl shoulders above alb gther

Iy

new  sarls, bul alication is drawa to
e tuse they possess high merit
wwid  distivetuess, and  ave  thproughly

well worthy of cultivation.

“Alterglow, one of the novelties from
Mr. Hobert Bolton, Warton, Carnforth,
et wille genera! approval on ihe oced-
xinn ol the tional Sweet e Show
inuly last. The variety has good form,
size, amd exeellent stes, and it presents

a wovel anl ing shade of colour
that is best Led as ddeep nye-

puvple. “There in such n soltness of
aliede and sueh o besuniiful sheen over
the bluoms that almoest  everyone ad-
mires the varicly; ¢ wly it did not
ack wlinieers al the great Lendon nhuw.
“lerthe Massey iw a charming swect

pea. and stonde of biright
eyl ¢ made it ow l'l_rst
SRR e estimation of ladies.

however, it

libition  flewer,

SWEET PEA, AFTERGLOW,

of Bne size and form, vadsed by Mr Rebort Delton, Warten, Curnforth, Englaud,

stands ont well, and it is especially
valwdile in, say, a class of twelve virie-
ties, because of its attractive colouring,
and the way in which it lights up decper-
hued sorls. Masasrs, 8, Bide and Sons,
Farnbam, are the misers of this fine
waved novelty.,
“Thamas  Stevenson,
Robert tlolmes, of Norw , bears the
name of Mr., Thomas Stevenson, hewd
gardener to Mr. K. . Mocatta, Woburn

by Mr,

Place,  Addlestone,  Mr.
knowledge of sweet peas

Stevenson’s
rticularly
wide, and hiz success us an exhibitor is
s0 well known that when we suy le
wished this variety to bear his vame, it
nuy be taken for grauted that in coloar
and size amd form it siands in the
first rank. The evlour of Thomas Ste-
venson is variously deseribed as orange-
seavlet ad omngu'-anlmon, and these de-

is

1911,

seriptions convey a very good idea of
the shade seen in this brilliant variety.”

The photugraphs illustrating thess
three mew variectiea &re from blooms
gruwn at Takapupa, Auckland.
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EVOLUTION OF THE SWEET
PEA.

* Mr. Alvin €. Beal,
Luiversity, Ithica, New
the dure of the sweet pea trials con-
dueted by the National Sweet Dey
¥ of \merica, recently read wn
interesting puper in hiladelphia on the
evvolution of the sweet pen, [rom which
we make extracts.

During  the dirst 100 years of the
bistory of the sweet pea only thres
varielies or coluurs were known, mamely,
purple with blue wings, pale ved wisl
white wings (Painted Lady), and white,
The bluck and searlet appeared in the
last years of the eighieenth century. 1t
i nite probable that ihe let was far
from what we ciawceive a s let sweet
peit should be toduy. In AMartyn’s edi-
tion of “Miller's Gardeners’ Dictionary,”
1807, we find the white, the tNd Painted
Lady, the New Painted Lady, the latier
‘ith & rose-coloured standard and pale
wilgs, Old Lurple, and a variety
having w violet keel and wings and
purple standard. Sayers describes the
stirlet sweet pea as Lathyrus flore rosea,
while the Painted Lady is deseribed as
“lleshed” colour.  From this we may
conclude that the New Painted Lady,
a rose-coloured varieiy, was sometimes
called scarlet,

The first of the striped varieties was
oifered in Y837, and since that dote this
group has beem asugmented until the
classiticntion now includes - striped and
flaked (redd and rose, purple and blue}.
This elassiication, however, does nob ex-
press ihe real range of colour in this
group, for we lave erimson stripes, red
amd rose stripes on wuite, red and rose
stripes on priwrose, mauve stripes, blue
stripes, and maroon-finked

The variety Blue Kdged, the probable
forerunner of the pivolee forms, appeared
in 1800 This was a white variety with
a well-defined Dlie  edge, a probable
hybrid between T. mngellanicus and a
+ variety ef - T.. odoratus. The
ty, al atl events, was the first to
exhibit n distinet Dlne ¢olour among
swert peas. Later 1t waa koown as Blue
Hybrid, onder whieh name it won an

of the Cornell
York, who lad

SWELT PEA, BERTHA MASSEY,

A clarming varlely with large wauve lHiae fowers of great beauty; rajsed by Messrs S. Bide and Sops, Faruvham, England.



