ricd, and the reat of the hook ix chielly
eonverned with the furtunes.of Miranda,
whe wirries & handwms but dinsipated
husband, - After & while the husband
deserts ber and govn to Tongw, where he
becontes snsmoured of & dusky cisland
Wik, . Miramda is Jeft (0 earn ber own
living. suve for & wmall remittance from
her husband, who coneeals from ber the
fwct that he has arether wife in Tonga.
‘The disovery by the injured woman of
her husband's treachery is well and dra-
muticully told, as is the story of the
ultimate revonciliation of husband and
wife aund the tragic death of Stanhape in
the eruption at Tarawera. The bouvk in
copevially intersuting by reawon of the
muny vivid pictures it contains of the
sarly dayn in New Zealaml  The chap-
tera dealing with the Muori war are ex-
ceptionally realistie, and bring before s,
ax no niere history could de, the suffer-
e and dangers »o bravely endured and
faved by our pioneer wetthers during that
time of terror.  In addition to this, we
Lave a graphic account of the Tarawera
evupticnt. A well an an excellont sketel
of the mauner i which the early settlers
curved out their homen i the bush,  We
had nuirked whany passuges Jor quota-
tiom, - but space furbide the giving of
mure than one or two extracts. The fol-
Jowing will be recognised by anyone who
has hmd expericwee of a Maori store:
“Much himlered he was ton by his curi-
s brown  cusion who sat  amd
lounged aroumd, watebihg him  as he
(| abeut, askiog the price of every-
- aend someetimens, after Jonyg chatter-
buying some tobacco or A gmily-
He aoow

ing,
striped busk rug or blanket. R
found that one of their characleristica
wid an utter disregard of the value af

tine—ecither his or their own.  1id one
man vwant to buy o rug, or ofle Wwonan a
dress, the whnla fmmily woutld camp out
for the day, dig pipis on the beach, boil
sl eat them, coming into the store at
intecvals 0 examine  onee  mwre  the
covelal  goods, until at last, towards
might prriups, lhe purchase would be
made. and Lhe whaole party depart rejoic-
dng to their whares,” The account of
the murder of Hangi's men by Te Kooti
is o pond example of the wriler’s powers
of graphie description: “Tley followed a
were cattle track whiclh they knew would
bring them guickly and wnsen to the
kainga, or Maori village, which was inha-
bited by Hangi's men, a part of the tribe
of the Arawas. ot friendly Maoris. It
was still curly when they emerged ou the
clearing, wwl they felt no surprise ut the
silcnee, for the tribe might still be sleep-
ing; but not even a dog burked, and

Roger whispered to his master: “This
place is just a little too quiet. “Taint
wltogether natural, [ dew’t thiok.” Bui

Frauk asirode on and entered the nearest
whare. His foot towched something—
he stunbled in the uncertain light, then
stepped back in horror, pale hencath his
tun.  Roger strpped to his side, and they

_gazed spellbound, then went on fo an-

otber hut. Not & living soul was there,
¥From whare to whare they weunt, and
each one held ome or more corpses, and
nutilated corpses at that. The very
dags lay stiff in death Deside the masters
they had striven ta defend.” We may
mention that ary profits avising from
the sale of the book will be devoted to the
Aucklapnd braueh of the Y.W.C.A, of
which the suthoress is President.

ro. A &

New Zealand Literature. )

We have devated some space to the
motlien of this book Dbecawse it shows
what enu be done in the way of hook
production én the Dominion, The book
ia exvellently printed in a bold, clear
1 . aml we lave only deteeted (wo
bt wmisprinty in & volume of 188
pages, The word  “Iudex” at ihe be-
ginmng should, of rourse, be “tCoutents”
wwl on page 68 “g¥” is a misprint for
“hy.” We have a number of writers in
wur midst capable of turnimg out really
good waork, if they would only put inte
narrative form their impressions of life
raland.  The field is practically
wirgin soil, We bave ne book dealing
witl our coasta] shipping, or with the
humown of life in the Lack bocks, or
witl the many subtle chiaracter stodies
to be fauml in small townshipa. One
eunrions thing about such literature ns
wo have is that most of it is pitched
in a minor key. In the hook we have
just noticed the tragio aude of life is
wpparnioat. The same thing ia notke-
abla in much of the best Austraban
literature. “For the Term of His
Natural Life” in nothing but  tragedy
drom ptart to dnish. Murh of Heury
Yawson'a best work i@ on the mad slde,
while no one ran pick dap a volume of
Wustralian or New Zealaud verse witk-

oot feeling that is the Anest of it thera
8 & note of rexret. Yet we onglit not
to be sad. We _have llllbpll!h]e‘ . pros-
petity, a peniul olimate, un abumdavce
of beautiful scemery, & varied, opsn-air
life, ‘pewple who =zre. genial . and  los-
pitable to a fault, and laws framed to
do away with the worst abuses of older
Jumwle, Tan it Be that material pros-
perity fuils Lo satisfy the deeped needs
of our mature? Perliaps so. But another
reason is vertainly this: We take our-
selvea tuo seriously, and in deing this
we lage all senye of proportion, and, in
conseqience, all- sense of humour. XNay,
mgre than this. The average volonia!
is3 mot only innovent himeelf of any
sewse of himmonr, but in many cases he
actually resents it. He s suspicious of
it, amd supspects that either he or one
of his mast cherirhed fads is being made
fun of. If a vizitor like Mr Foster Fras-
er, or the late Max ORell, pokes gentl=
fun at some of our foibles we deluge
the Presa with letters stating that we
are nol resentfnl of eriticism, that we
always welome it and respect it, but
ihat-if - anyone. =ays-that we are not
the ‘nraat- wormnterinl- people on the fuce
of tha wholt eapil Jie is talking of some-
) . lund, anid. that
he ouglrt -to he-slowky  boiled to ‘death,
‘The winte kick of ahy Sense of Propartion
probably leads us to magnify our sor-
rows, and so, the iragic note is aver

PR R ] cn i
The. Palicy of the Paper. N
‘I'he followiag editorial from a New Zea-
land daily on the thorny.aubjeet of IProhi-
bitiow atrikes ua as being so  exceptionaltty
digcreet that ,we cannot forlear quoting
a part of it:”"“Our readers will not un-
naturally -look to wa for some definite
pronouneemert  on - the | much'vexed
questions ‘of Na License and Dominion
Proliiliition, as well ad the merita or de-
metits of a’ bare majority: . A3 our
readers know, we have never hesituted
to express our convictions on any ques-
tion affecting the pybiic welfare, and we
ghall met 4o 30 on this ogccasion: We
fully recogmse that dn speaking . our
mind fully and freely on thia montentous
matter: we way offend some of our
readers or advertisers, but we have never
altowed econsiderations of this sort to
weigh for ‘a moweut wlhen any great in-
terest s affecfell. We flrmly  believe
that the question of ;Prohibition is one
of the most important and progsing gques-
tions of the day, and that it behoves us
to do all in ‘our power to' mssist ‘our

readers to come to some ‘decision in the’

matter.” We have to consider the ques-
tion from the poigt of view of both
partiee. . We have qvery sympathy with
those who seek to'banish ohce and for

ever the duink evil ffom our ‘midst,” but - ’

we also feel that there i3 a good deal
to he rgid for thuse who hive beenr ac-
curtonmed £o taka a-litile drink -in mader-
ation with their meals. -Many elderly
people find some slight stimnlint neces-
24ty ar an aid to digestion, gnd one can-
not_hut fcel that they would suffer some

hardship were they to be “deprived of ~

their comparatively harmless glass of
weak claret and water. But there ia
also another side, Dught not these mame
prople be willing to give up what is at
best & luxury for the sake of Lthoze who
are unaile to take drink in moderation?
That is the real point at issne, and it is
ane which we feel can Dbe safely left to
the individnal conscience to decide. We
have no desire to dictate in matters of
conscience.  As regarda the bare ma-
jority we must confess that we have
much sympathv with those who meintain
that a majority should rule. This in
of the very essence of democrary, Rut
i i8 open to guestion’ whether in a casze
like the present. where there are many

whe do not loock on méderate dvinking

a8 a crime, it would be altogether wise
to pass 8 law whiel was not backed by
a fairly substantial majority. Tt is at
least worth considering, though we feel
that in-ordinary matters mothing ought
to be allowed to stand in the way of the
wishes of even the harest majoritvy af
votera. Ta our mind the whole matter
ia intimztelv bound up with the avestion
.of the seitlement of Native lunds, An
long aa the Government sces it to lock
up these lamda, oz they zre at present
doing, 8o long will peanle throng to the
tawne, and we know that the drink evil
is greatest in our citiea, The tailoa
policy of the present Government in the
matter of opening up the land in meinly
responailile for the magnitude which the
quenation of Prohibition haa arsumed.”
After this, no elector should have any
difirultv in making up his mind how to
vale. The ohvious remedv for the Tiuor
problem implied by the prepmant utter-
anee of our conlamporary is to hand over
the Naiive lands to the Prohibitionists.

PeHon: upoi Owsa’ of “smeckss—i

“been,
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*LORD 'STRATHCONA.

By W. T. STEAD, - N

T is not on revord that Lord Strath.
cona has ever made a joke. Nor
has he yet lived to be a hundred.
But there o every probability that

he will do oue of these things, and he
may even do the other. Which I mean
as “the ome” and which “the other” I
decline to say. With these trifliag ex-
ceptionn, Lord Stintheona has most of
the distinctions that cap full {0 the lot
of a British subject. The peclacle of
solid, ateady, continuous .swocess, — of

vule, unipspiring.: - Aud Lord Stratlicona
has succeeded so overwhelmingly that at
firt hearing it in incongruous to’ aseoei-
ate romance” with him.- Yet when one
verds that -the High  Commissioner of
Canede- was _about to resign ks post; ane
vould not-lelp freling that o chapler in
one of the most jnteresting: of modern
politico-conunercial * romsances’ was clos-
ing 1o the world. For & rowmdnce-it has
in a way, from the time -that

deing the work of an ordivary clerk,
with intervalu of boating, fishing any
shooting. But in pome renpects he differ.
ed from the ordimary clerk. While his
companions in the office were what they
called  “skylarking,” %mith would get
out his wheets of motepaper aml “enter
inte spiritual interoourse with bome.?
“To this,” says Mr. Beckles Willson 1g
hia interesting book, “Lord Ftrathcona
*“there can Le no doubt that Lord Strath.
cona owei his fucility of composition ant
hiz wnusnalle ordere] labils of mind.*
In 1343 Donall Smith went to Labrador
A an phminisirater of the Hudnon's Bag
Company, : . -

IRON BANDS OF UNITY.

For a fong time the idea of uniting
the Fastern Frovinwes of Uaumila with
the West had filled Mr. Smith's mind,
To ‘become = nation L'annda must have
railways, aml with that emd - in view,
after becoming member for Winnipeg in
ihe Provincial Asecnrbly, he used ail
his ingeunity aml energy. Im 1871 hLa
was elested to the Dowvinion Howse am

ARt Fey

Donald Hmith, a tad of 18, embarked in
1838, on the firet stenmship to cross the
Atlautic, until the day when. as Lord
Stratheona, be accepted the post of High
Commissioner for Canada in  Londom,
liis early life as & clerk. in the Hndson's
Bay Company, on the
River, was singulurly monotongus, and
would have daunted a less strong-minded
man. But, as it was afterwards proved,
that experience in the wilderness gave
hint the self-reliance and judgment which
may perhaps be singled out as his chief
characteristics,

In the life of many a statesmap his
political career seems more or less mark-
ed out from the beginning. In Lord
‘Strathcona’s case this was not go, His
life miay be said to have been divided
into three parts. His youth, as = clerk
in the MHudson’s. Bay Comrpany, was
speut  among Indians in the dreary
frozen wilderness; his manhood, in pro-
moting railway companies and Luilding
wp & aation; and his old age as astattes-
man and an Imperial  foree, Every
period. lias been intevesting, and every

-period- has celled forth the sume charge-

teristics — palience, perseverance, antd
blind devation 1o duty. In the first years
of Lord Siratlieona’s lte jn Cepada
there was no Dowminien, nor were the
provinces united, Neither the Fremch
Cenadiana nor the English-speaking
people in Upper Canada were friendly
towardas England, The revénues of the
country were small, there were ne rail-
wayn acvoss Lhe eontinent, and the Hud.
son's Bay Company was in the hands of
trappers #nd traders.” In 1838 Domald
Smith enteved this region. For ten years
he remaiped in the 5t. Lawrence ports,

T.ORD ETRATH{DRA,

St. Lawrence

member for Selkirk, by the almost unanis
mous vote of the commuiity.” As a re-
sult of hard and steady work for tha
good of his constituents, lis district
rapidly gained o name for sobriely sud
order.  One of his #irst steps was to
abolish the liquor traffic among the lo-
dians. For some fime the Hudson’s Bay,
Company had been accused of being at
the bottom of all the trade in drink. Fo
stop this, Mr. Smith hud a law passed
by the Coungil forlidding any intoxicat
ing drink to pass the houndary, "Even
officers were not exempt from the Jaw,
and a small quantity of wine, which was
brought out for a factory was actually,
sent bark 1o England,’ When Governor
Archibald, in October, 1870, appointed
Mr. Smith to the North-West Conneil,
he had this prohibitory law carried ont
Jin the name of Canada, This Act ia
still known as the ¥mith Aet. -
The next great nndertaking of thid
tirelenn worker was the building of [the
Canadian Pacific Railway, Money waa
wanting, and nothing dmt sheer pluck
and energy evuld have pulled it!through.
The expensea wera euormous, and both
“Mr. Smith and hia eolleague, Mr Stephen,
were abliged to pledge their private for-
-tung-in order that the work could gv
com. . In -Monireal to-day. thera  ar:
many storiea in eireniation of -the meet-
ings whirh uased to bhe held at which tha
Board of Directors sat with blopk faces,
dircussing “ways and ‘micans. . .
At one of these meetings Mr. Smith
is alleged to bave said: *dt’s chear we
want -money.  Well, we can’t raire it
amongst ourrelves,  Let us come back
fo-morrow and report progress.’ t_

Contilnned on page 8%, t



