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A Noble Gift.

HE mort interesting . dnnounce
. ment mede in Parliament this
week was the Ministerisl state-
ment concerning the splendid
gift of Maori antiguitien made to the
Ktnte hy Mr Geo. Buller, son of the late
¥ir Walter Buller, Mr Buller, with
public-spirited and patrictic generosity,
han devided to haud over ta the CGovern-
ient, for exlibition in its National Mua-
rcum, the gread collection of Maori carv-
ings., weapons, greeustones, nalive gar-
nn ity of the olden days, und epecimens
ot native arte and crafls geoerally. This
coilection s Lthe avcumulution of a life-
time; im fart, it was begun by Sir Wal-
tr1'm fatber, the Rev. Jamen Buller, who
wan one of tie early Weskeyan mission-
ntire to {le Maoris. Mr Buller only
mukes one request, in handing over the
pift: he wiches o see it properly in-
stulled in & smoitable building, and thati
it slinuld be known ae “The Baller Col-
Ieclion,” in memory of hia faiher. This
the Governnent has promised to do. “1
lwtieve,” snys Mr Builer. cancliding Lis
Tetter ta the Prime. Minister. “thut in
giving the collection to New Zeatand L
am carrying out the wishes of my late
father, and T alsn have & patrictic desire
tn berefit the couniry of my birth. 1
think that-it will be the means of at-
tracting other collections, which may
eventually form s mureum of the arts
and industries of the Maori race, which
will be renowned for all time to.come,
nut oualy in this hut in other lands.™
The pift is certainly the most valu-
akle historiv present made to the people
rinee Nir CGeorge (Grey gnve hin great
library and Lin collection of Maori relies
to the citizens of Anckland many years
Ago. The exact number of articles in
the Buller collection in net known. Tt
it eomprircn every ddescription of Maori
weapan amd implement aned gnrment; in
fact. it will bi a complete epitome of
the picturesque native life of old New
Zealand.  The mozt valuahle items are
& henutifnl earvcd store house or pataka,
which has for many weara past stood
near the Bultler homestead, on {he shores
of the pretty little lake Waiwiri, better
known ax Papaitonga, in the Horowhenua
district, and a large earved war canoe,
kept on the same lake. The bip camoe
waus built amd earved oe the Wanganui
Kiver many years ago. and formeriy he-
haged o Major Kenp (Kepn te Bangi-
hiwinui). the eclebrated Maori soldier
who fouglt on the Government side in
Lthe troulded “kixtien.” Then there is a
barge  aumd  representative cullection of
greelitomes, including both perrowal erna-
ments and weapuons: there are a large
rumber of tools of the sdane age. in-
cluding the largest stone adze at pre-
fent known: there are weapens of all
-kinds in woad and bone and stone: and
thére are amongst the Maori-made gar-
nents two very Hne dogskin. cluaks, ac-

quured as far back as the vear 18387 Tu °

adidition, the colleetion will include the
spueimens which Sir. Walter Buller Fent
1o the Imperiat Institute in London sone
years ugo. Truly a notable gift. -

Mr Buller's presentation will have the
weleome etffect of hantening the conntrne-
tinn of the long-promised new Dominion
Musenm ta replace the present anti-
quated and inllammable building, The
unprotected mtate of the treasures at-
ready eturer] in the museums muost give
the directar, Mr Hamilton, many anxious
Rigrhts,

But now the Government is going o
purle an with the erection of the mew
firepronf etructure, which will. in all
mlity wtand on the rite of the
ing buikding.  The new Imilding is
needed bnally and urgentiv, and it is gonid
to hear. therefore, that plane are now
twing slrawn by the CGaovernment architect
for 2 murrum which will worthily Timies
a sevics of colleetions, the value of which
In ot to b measared in money,

The Tail-end of the Sessian, -

Parliament ja - beginning to  hustle
slong wit hith work now that the sum-
mer 1a coming, and members are turning
theie enger eyeq la their eonstitvencies,
el am there in 8 Parllamentary pro-
ramme of canniderable length still hefora
they are exhibitlng an anxiety to

T E£100.¥) in the ship.

push the work through without delay.
The Fremier yeslerday gave the Howes
a list of the Bills be wished to put
through during the next week or two.
‘The principal measures mentiowed were
tha Land Taxt and Incoms Tax Bill, the
Widows® Pensioua Bill, and tha Tram-
ways Amendment Bill. The second read-
ing of the Farmers’ Bank Bili is to be
taken this sesston; ithe Premier proposes
to leave the final stages to the next Parr
liament. The Public Works Statement
comes down on  Mondey might, and
members are anxiowaly waiting to wsee
what the Statement bhas in store for their
distriofs in the way of roads and bridgea
and other little gifts.

In answer to a question by Mr Ross
yesterday, the Prime Minister said the
Government intended to pursue an active
rettlemient policy in reapect of native
lands, as well as other lands. They
would go fo the fullest extent of the
powerse vesled in them.

The Wreck of the Elingamite.

Last evening the FElingamite Wreck
Inquiry Bill, which permita a rebearing
of the Inquiry into the sensationad
wreek of that Huddart-Parker steamer
at the Three Kinpgs, passed its second
reading, and it will be put through its
final stuges nent week. Variows meinbers
expressed their pleasure at  this  Bilt,
which aims at giving simple jostice to
Uaptain Sttwood, who was commander
of the Elingnmite at the time of the
wreek,  Sir Joseph Ward, in moving the
secondd reading, reminded the Fonse that
it had been a~eertaiued recently that fhe
island of the Three Kiugs, on which the
Elingamite struck, had heen wrongly
charted, so that ji wss quite possible
that a grave injustice had been dome to
the eapiain by the Xonri of Inquiry im
holding him responsible for the disaster.
The Mimster of Marine, Nir Millar, an-
nomneed that the Government would pay
the ¢nst of the re-hearing to enalle the
case to bhe thoroughly gone into, and
everything possible wonld be done to se-
cure a thorough investigation. Which
is gaml mews for our mereantile marine
oftirers, and for Captain Attwood in par-
tieular,

A Hunt fir Senken Treasure,

What a fusciuation lost or buried trea-
stire lus for the human kind! One
wald have tlhowght that the three or
four ar live nnsuccessful attempts made
to salve the treasure of the celebrated
ohl ship General Grant, wrecked on the
Ancklaml Jslunda in 1888, would have
satisficd people that the gold which thia
vewsel earried was lest bevond possible
hape of recovery, Yet news somes of
stil another hwnt for the £100,0K) worth
of guld from the Victervian goldtislde—
the ship was bound from Melbourne to
London —that was known to be on board
the ieneral Grant when she struck the
jatal went eoast of the Auncklands, A
comipany called the Sorepaon Ralvage Co.
has been formed in New York with o
wapitald of £30.0040, for the purpose of re-
eoverinug tie (nneral (frant’s polden carpo.

The company’s maneging director, Mr.

Aay; thinky there wis mueh mare than
Besides the wpecie
on the ship's manifee!, there was also an
ety of 15 cases of sundries, which they
firmiy lwlieve also contained gold. Then
there were alse the private holdings of
the siners themeelves, and the members
of the syniivate de not consider 300000
ty £400,000 wide of the possible mark-

AMr May. who i expected at the Bluif
in a few days, holds most af the sharea
of the eompany hinself, and has sole
cantrol. 1le has broughi an expert diver
with him, and is going to lire a amall
steamer, snch an the ex-Frewch gunboat
4. Loyalty, now irawling ab the Hiufl,
Tt will be a tough job, that salving of
long-sunken ship's treasure. The place
i4 surl am exposcd and stormy one that
the chanees are all againat the hwmntera.
The sbip, wilh' all it econtainsd, has
becn dsiven by ihe seax mo one knowa
=lither, probally battered into {frag-
ments long ago. Put hope springs eteee
nal in the human breast.

He wouhl far prefer tg see an eminent
Xow Zealander paintimg his pictures in
his awn country smd sending them to
Furnpran acadewies tham thai he shounld
g0 to Eurape and send an occasional pies

ture to New Zealand.—Lord Islingtom.

-apart frem tha guestion of pr

The Torritoria]l Army.

The Commandant of the New Zealand
Forces, Major<ieneral A. J. Godley, C.B,
arrived in Auckiand on Friday from
Wellington to confer with Colonel ¢ AL
Wolfe and the stafl on mattrrs emmnected
with the iasuguration of the mew scheme
in the distrivt. He yemaing in Aunckland
4l next Wednesday, secing as many of
ithe aenior cofficers as pomsible, and ke
will inspect the new guwus that have
been mounted at the North Head The
gquestion of the Yort st Burtons Poinf,
aa suggesiod by Lord Kitchener, is in
abeyapee just mow, bot it in wodersiood
that the mew hattery ot Norih Head
makes: it wanecessary at the preseaf
time. There are several mattern ton-
nected with the new training schems
upon which there does not avpear to be
the clearest understanding among the
public. When thege were referred to the
Cormvmandant om Friday be explained
very lucidly, and hisn vemarks will be
read with ioierest, not only by thosa
immediniely affectod by the mew order of
things, but by the general public as
well, - v

“T 4¢ not think the satter i rightly
anderstood in  some quarters,” said
General Godley when the question of the
33 per cent reduction was msentioned.
“There i3 no idea of in any way modify-
ing the umiversal nature of the training.
In the senior cndet stages, between the
ages of fourteen and eighteen, it will
‘be absolutely wvniversal; only thome—
probably about five per ecent—to whom
the {raining might Jdo physical harm, not
being tuken, But when we come io the
Terntorial army, tbe conditions are
somewhat different, The Tarritorial army
is for the defeuce of the country, and;
an was stated by Lord Kitchener, am

also by Bir Joseph Ward last year im’

Pariameat, oMy those who are thor-
oughly and absolutely fit can be taken—
men who can carry their pack of 50 to
80tb, and morch twenty miles a day, and
the average of eliminatiom in this
ecountry will probably work out, as was
stoted in Parliament last year, at about
33 per cent. It ™ay be more in some
easey, and less in others. It is mot a
guestion of numbers, as -in the Auck-
land district so far Ifrom having too
many men we shall in many parts have
too few, but the Territorial army can-
not be lovked wpon 2 2 rebool of physi-
eal training, and only those abeolutely
fit, as T have said, can ‘therefore be
taken. It is in the seriar cadet slages
that this physica] training will be given
absolutely nniversally. At present we
have ynite envogh o do to et the
Terriborial foroe started with the thor-
ouglly fit, but as sooa as it has a fair
starl the {{overnment then intemd to
consider the guestion of tminiag ?ha
‘Lalance, either in the g_gncra.l troining
eection, or perhaps by raising second bat-
talionn, wic. Our bapds are DOw full
without consifiering tlis at once, and il
will have to wait: for eonsideration untit
next year. The position, put shortly, is
thot Trom M4 to 18 yeu have a school
of physical training, but from 18 the
army is fov the defence of the sountry,
snd in it you eon therefere only have
ihe phbysically 6i, aod muss cuminate
those who are not” "
“Ig 33 per cenl a high average? -
“No, it is really a low perceniage due
to the pood physique of Lhe youth of the
Dominion. Ir Continental armisa it i
much higher. and at Home it works out
at about 60 per cent.” . )
“Theve was some discussion m the
Tlouse about nen-prosecuiion in cases
where there if failure to register under
the Act. ' Are we to understand ihat
there will be absolulely no proaecu.tu_mni”
“The situntion in regard %o registra-
tiom i3 that the policy of the Government
in not to proscrute. They ds not wish
to proseente iV it can be posaibly _avmdmi,
and they hope that ihe scheme will go on
without any necessily to prosecufe, but
ihe law miast of course be upheld, and
if y legal pr di will have
te be takem. The Covernment wish to
give everybody & chance of fulﬂ[]in_g _hls
dutien a8 o citicen without submitting
him to the Judignity of court preceed-
inga. It sust be remembered that quite

tion

thing in the romour That 1t was mot pre.
posed Lo continwe the training up to the
ape of twenty-five, General Godley aaidy
“The law says that & man wmust be traly.

-ed up to the age of iwenty-five, and thery

is po intention of wltering the law, hut
mubject to the up-keep of catablishment
the regulations contemplate that after
four years® pervice—which is the min

mom tome W which the military auther.
ties comsider & man can tw mads ¢ffclent
—sa man may, if he has made himwejf
eflicient during that time, be then allow.
el to go b9 the resarve. The offecd of
this would be that a man would be then
rble to go to the reserva nk the age of
tweniy-two instead of twenly-five, thare.
by elbostening the training by threg
years. The age must be retamed logally
al tweniy-five inoase it should be nng:
ary 10 keep men up to that age, as for
inslance in case the populatiom suddenly
decreaned or there securred an outhreak
of an epidemic.. The population in fortu-
nately jncressing, end there in, 1 hope,
no fear of an epidemic, so the effect will

_praclically be that thowe who wirvh to go

to the sreserve will e able 10 40 80 aller
four years® officient serviee ™

Frisce Bteamer Servioe.

© The Deeamic 5.3, Company, which is
dominated ‘b{ the Bpreclhels interest, hag,
iy defindigly ammopnced, dacided to re-
truel ihe Yemt and & 1}
wil buraers, at » cost appromimating
£ 150000, with a view te remanring run-
ning detween San Fyumcicos, New Zea-
taoel, and Awstralin. These two boats,
wihith mriginally cost £200008 each,
have deen Jying idle iv the May of van
Franciseo sinve 1906, waiting for a Gev-
ernment subsldy 6 enable them to e
aune the service. Apparently K has
now been decided to start runming withe
out waiting any longer for ithe subaily,
whirh seems further awny than it was
in 19068. A contract has been signed for
the work of putting the vessels in
order for the service, and it is estimated
that work will b provided for 300 mem
Tor hall a yesr. When these wessels
burned voal, the maximum speed wad
16} knots per honur. The -gister shl
Sierra was converted into an oil burned
gome time age, and has ‘bern smnnin®
tetweet) 'Friaco and  Honololu, and it
has been foad that her mpeedd imcrazsed
$0 37 kuois. It is astimabed that the
submtitntion &f .oil for cosl as frel will
sedgee the sost of rimning 48 per -cent,
and &t m wewpecied  that  the Tum
ncross will e plished in minek
dayn, inetead of 21 as formerly, whex
coal fuel wan ured. Tanks mre te bo
buiit that will give these vessels «
pteaming radina of - 10,500 miles.

The resumplion of a service between
Auckland and San Francisco should he
of great Denetit to this eity, as the
commupication since the Spreckels lins
wwaned Tunning has been mo irregulan
that & good -deal of trmde was mdoubted-
ly lost Muriog the imterveming five
years. 1n thal time Auckland har pro-
gressed so rapidly that at shonld pay,
amwch better now to run ihe stsamers
than it did then.

The Venturs and Sorcem .arve iwin-
screw ships of over 6,000 tows reginier,
each having aceommodation for 175 firet-
elase and 150 second cabin and sieevapo
pagsengers. Eleotric  lighting, wirelesy
apparatan, and other appliansce are W
be installed fer the eafety and comjorf
of thc passengers.

Wine-growing Indnstry.

A petition was presented last Tues
day by Mr. Vernon Reed, on behalf of
‘the commitire of the New Zimland Viti
rcultnral Asspciation, asking. that the
proponed Wine Licensiug Acthe amended
to exempt abrolutely New Zenland winey
from the provisions of the genersl licens-
ing Art. 'The petitivners also urge that
the Government continne to cncourtgs
and protect the wine ndustry of New
Zeatand, by passing necessary legislation,
and KpEest, among oller things, that it
he made an indictable offenee to add
-alebhol, of other delelerious. compounds
in any shape, to wine offere] for pulblic
consumption. It is further wuggested
.thst all peraens engaged in the wanyr
facturg or sade of wine be enabled {o ol
tein I and that all yremisny wherd

snybody who does pot reglater thereby
forfeits his righta a8 & citizen, and In the
future. will not be entitled to vote. I do
nok think that it is generally realised
that a man will automatically loss his
rights an & cilizen if ha negleets to fulfl
his obligation for mililary services, and
speaking personally I should ihink that
this fm itecl! would be a sufficient depri-
vation without sny fear ¢f a prosecu-

. tion,”

When asked whetber thews was anp

be free of weoess to public inspeciors and
analysts. AJther auggestions inchude ihe
perarisaion for holders of wine licenses 1a
yetail wine, amd the imposition of dutic
on imported grapes, pulp or erude grap
ulce. In conclusion, the petitioners urZ
iliat everything be done to restoro coury
age and eonfidence among thoae engage
In an industry which promises to be thi
chief soutes of wealth from the
lands of ihe Dominlon, )

wine s manufactured shoulil atal ﬁmei



