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hall, to see if the latter hold any of the
dennunced—any heads which are due to
AL.tame Ia Republique—any job of work
for neighbour Samson. “Frienda depart;”
while the lingerers zround srbdue their
voiven, #nd atrain for & smile. Fouche
Limself shivers im Bia ghoen, and his fin-
gers shake as they move the pieces. One
youth alone meets Robespierre’s giance,
wml quails pot. Napoleon, the  young
licutenant, is there among the specta-
tors, and like earvings of bronze are his
|mpassible features. Buonaparte at ane
time played chess at the Regence daily;
while waiting, like the sailor whistling
for & winl, to get employment of the
Wirrctory. The sun of Montebello waa
yet to rise.

Napoleon was a greal advocate fot
¢liess, which he praciised comstantly. He
wag even wont to say, that he frequentiy
utruck out new features retatively to a
campaign, first sugzested by the oceur-
rence of certain poaitions of the pieces
on the cheas-board. He played chess all
Miy lile. In his youth, at college, in man.
lwad, on shipboard, in eamp, en bivouac.
e sotaced himself with cliess in Egypt,
in Ruzgia, in Elba: and, lastly, on that
darksome rock which yet contains _his
Tanen.

As wight be antivipated, Napoleon, ag
a chesa player, was not really of great
foree, Hia mind demanded a larger field
for the expansion of ite feeulties, Elis
chens wad that of Marengo, of Austerlitz,
of Jena, and of Eylau. Upon sur mesaie
af aixty-four sqaares E could have given
him the rook; upon his own board he
could affard odds to Juliua Cresar. Buona-
parte had mo  time to make chess &
stdy. e played the openings budly,
and was impatient if his  adversary
dwelt too dong upon bis  move.  ¥ach
arineie af the ¢lock was life to a mind o
smrgetie.  In the middle stage of the
game, when the skirmish waa really eom-
Mivated of sspect, Napoleon frequently
strn & ont a brilliant coup, Under de-
feat at choss, the great soldier was sore
Al arvitable,

The great variely of character devel-
aped i the Cnfe de la Regence is net the
jeast interesting featare of the picture.
The French are the worst losers in the
world; more ways than one. I have
wcen Lher, wlhen checkmated, dnsh the
men about the floor, with as many
saere Lenwerers 83 wonld sink a seventy-
four, They ave, moreover, not too exact
in the scttlement of eertain small debts
o hunour, for which judgroent is some-
tinkes olaimed in our cheguer eowrt. A
viry smull stake is mecessarily risked at
the Regimce: it being the custom that
the loser on the balance pays the sixteen-
<uiy {ribinte levied by the garcon for the
wa of the chess eyuipment for the sit-
iy no matter how long. A half-franc
or trane i acensionally wagered on the
gime. in addition; and this slender slip
of silver erentes a system of petty
Gireekiem, which, like that of Newmar-
. bears many branches. While you
g0 o game after game, dropping your
ceo Lindly and readily Monsieur is funny
anl centlemanly enowgh; but turn the
tallow on bim, and the pestes and sacres
Liewh bounds andibly, T once played, when
@ youngster, in the Regence, severul daya

tiseculively, with a regular old soldier,
at balf-n-frane the pame, and deparied
otter cuch witting, minua some two or
thies franew. Nuw it happened that up-
on one glorious geeasion, rising to leave,
1 jonng my»cll to be, for the first tine,
on the eredit nike of the aceount, Que
halt trame wan the <um due to me; and [
eoubd nok fovbear smiling at the rueful
kmk_ of my very respectable friend on
Cietings wp  the weore.  Poor fellow!
deeply, and slowly, aml vainly, did he
dive for the neediul. The sitver would
uat come; the pockets were free froul
encumbrance,  Feeling pity for the
MANA powition, § turmed to quit the cale,
riying, “wever wind,’ and all that.

Monsieur,” eried the gentlemas, grave-
’)'f‘ "j¢ muiv Francais—je suis homme
A" hunneusr—what do you wesn in going
Lhus without your money7--rendez moi
un ll‘enu-fmm‘."' Of course I complied,
kanding him the change I supposed him
Lo require, and presenting my palm te
&risp tha larger picce of silver in return.
'NOW-_ #ir,” quoth monsiear, dropping the
"-ﬂ"ll into hin pocket with a low bow,
l""*. str, I owe you w frame, which I
*halt do mynell the honour te pay the
very Brat epportunity.”

THin Takt recollectinn
wind

wilked into my
han ""ﬂl_ll;'h the circumstance of &
.m"'; Cromsing the room, a fair averaga
1 mple of 8 clasn nat unknown, either
o the frequenters of the Regence or of
Wuiting for & fare, When m fint draws

the Tomton thesa divans. as a tribe of
Arabs to whom the “little shilling™ is a
thing of aystem. fle clabina an especial
paragraph; and even the devil shall have
hin due. #o atand back, ludies and gen-
tlemen, and make rovw for the great
Maonnienr Pillelrane.

The #ienr Pillefranc dwells in 2 mune
sarde, for he is high of eoul, and loves
to suar above the crowd. He has ucither
euployinent nor sinecure, beyond an an-
nuity of three hundred franes yearly;
and depends for further means upon Fro-
videnee and the chessboard. Poor as he
really is, write him a billet without
styling him proprietaire, and your change
of reply were slender. At the tafe de
ia Regence, seven days in the week ths
player gecitpies vne particular chair, the
leathern bottom of which he has worn
to rags three several times during his
Bve-and-thirty years’ way. A good chess
practitiouer of what I term the cast-
jron school, he plays with great vupidity;
and so as he despatches his enemy, cares
net how. He knocks down knights and
bishops as though they were ninepins,
rarely winning by checkmate; but pre-
ferring the certainty of picking off your
men in detail, one at a time, until the
board iz a blank. In aiming at mate, he
knows he might made a blunder, even
with queen and rook aginst a pawn; and
the wise will Ton no risk, M. Pillefrane
is the most modest uf dipeds. He spenks
ever of Limself as a mere hlock, stock,
and stone. He owns to having acquired
the rudiments of the game—plnys daily
ponr se desennnyer mervly—and protests
he would nut ercounter La Bourdonnais
at the reok for pins; the truth being that
Le is about what is termed, in club par-
lance, a knight-player. In 35 years,
M. Pillefrane has never purposely played
& smingle party with a better player—I
say “purposely”, beenuse the greatest
tactician may now and then cateh a
Tartar. M. Pillefranc plays upon a sys-
tem; his system being fo win, @A
atranger enters the vafe, and is invited
smilingly by the Pillefrane to play a
game—ol course, for nothing. The new
comer wins ence, twice, thrice; and
monsieur then quiefly tries on the ques-
tion of “Voulez-vous intereszer la par-
tie ™™ —the stake proposcd never, T must
own, exceeding vingb sous. But some-
how it happens, although really I know
not how, that, after the frane is wagered,
the stranger wins less and less, and at
Jast cannot win af all; but yet goes away
eommforiable, for if he lost the four last
games (at a franc), did he not win the
firat three? (playe] gratis). An appoint.
ment is matde for the mext day; and the
Frenchman, hating to win moncy, chiv-
alrowsly proposes to vender ogdds. *1
think., I eould give, perhaps, pawn and
move,” says key and I, who have looked
over his play some years, think he could
zive a castle! But even at the pawn,
Tillefrane will not take every game. No;
monsieur knows better than to kil the
bird whiclh lays the eggs, and stands se
quietly to have itz tail salted. Pillefrane
wins at each sitting & small but certain
majority. He speaka with profonnd re-
apect of the rtranger's skill; and the
latter bhoasts in society that he plays
datly with the preat Mounsieur Pillefrane,
who can only give him pawn anl move!

thould a chess-player of acknowledged
force a=k our adventurer to ylay, the
Frenchman bas the headache or is going
away, or 1& waiting for somebody—Iirom
the kingdom of the moon! You are fuin
to take the excuse; but, as you glance
from your * Galignani” to the stova by
which sits moasieur, you may mark his
cold, grey eye, watching the door—like
a cat wder a geoscherry-bush looking
out for a fat aparrow, A greenhorn is
not long wanting, and monsieur naily
him dewn to the mahezany; {aking eare,
as yout are within hearing, to tender the
inyvite in & low tone, that you may be-
leve this was the gentleman he told you
he expected.  Should the preliminary
gnme, with a fresh hand cause Pilleirane
to believa he hns hookeq a trout too
atrong for kis tackle, with that @me
tattle does the war then and therealter
for ever cease and determine. Should
the visitor, again, decline peremptorily
to play for money, mast arsuvedly will
he never henceloarth be honoured with
the light of 3l Pillefrane™s countenance
over the chesw field.

The famity of Pillcfeane in larpe, but
{te membera never play chesm with ea~h
otlier. Wolt tears not wolf, thirf robm
not thief, Yon may espy at timea a
brace of the Pillefranen sitting amicably
side hy nide, engaged in conversation;
aach watching to da a little businewe on
his own account, Yike Thames watermen
nene, the deramble to secure him is too
ludicrous, either Greek popping the ques-
tlon in s¢ smiling and indifferent & lone

of voice. The Phlefrancs never talk of
their profession, but it is eonvenlicnally
assuited that they are all hononrable
men—most pevfect gentlemen. s the
foulest thing tms it use, vo may M. Bille.
franc be made serviceable to the tyro
who wants a bluck to chop at.  Thrre
hourd’ amusement nre surely worth a
crown; and thus you get s pennyworth
for your penny, and tuke it with your
eyea open. And with this, M, l'illefrane,
T bid you CGioill speed—an revoir. 1t is tu
be noted that nane of the first-rate art-
ists practire the dirty tricks of Pille-
frane. They render large odils, and are
quite Fatisfied tn have Lhe turn in thew
favour.

NOTES AND NEWS,

Aunckland Chess Club.

The Teading seores in the level tourncy
are Civierson, U§ wina out of 7 games
played; Miles 4—7; Miller 33—7. Mesara
Wingfield, Ewen, and Freeman have
seored less tham fifty per cent of their
games; and Mr. Davies has only played
four games out of whichh he won two,

New Zealand Association,

QUARTERLY COUNUIL MEETING,

The quarterly council meeting of the
New Zealand Chess Assocation was held
on the 18th inst. The following dele-
gates were present:—13. B, Allen {Aunck-
lamal C.C), F. 1L Kelling tAuckland
WAL Club and Timaru), H. L. James
(Uirborpe), W, E. Mason (Wellington
and Qamaru}, A. Gyles (Westport), R.
J. Barnes {Otaygo €U, Rangitileei and
Wellington W.M. Club}, A. (& Fell (Can-
terbury € and Napier .00), and W,
J. Hasper (South Wellington ¢y M.
Allen wan votued to the chair

The action of the hon. see, in ardering
a further 104 copicy of the Congress Bouk
at & cost of &3, wag unmanimously ap-
proved, It is estimated that the loss
on thin poblication will only be about
£2or £3.

1t was deciled to vote £1 1ids. to ihe
Blackbnrma testimonial.  This, with the
amounts received fram clubs, makes the
amount to Le remitivd to England £5
55.  This sum is in addition to ke
amounis which have een remited direct
by other clubse.

The revision of rules relating to the
anpual championship tournament was
then token—the varions delegnies report-
ing the ingtructions received from their
respective cluba,  The decision of the
cluby is as follows:—

1, Reduction”in the rate of play from
18 to 15 moves per hour t{as from the
commencement of the game)  was ear-
ried by 40 votes to 7. The competitora,
therefore, no longer have the option of
overstopping ilie time limit in the firsf
hour and making up the szhortage of
moved in the sccond honr.

2. Both propoauls for excluding from
the championshkip {ournament competi-
tora whose plaving strength is not up
1o standaril were Jost. The present not
too eatisfactory positiom, therefore, con-
tinnes,

3. 1t was decided, Ly 39 votes to 9,
to telain the existing rule for drawing
the rounds of play, whereby Droillers

and members of the snme club have to ’

meet in the opening rounds.

4. The proposal to institute a juniar
ehampionship for New Zealand was re-
jeeled Ly 27 voles to 20, .

6. The proposal to reduce the mani-
mun wumbher of rounds to be played
per week from nine {o eight was earricd
Ly 356 votes to 12,

&, The proposal that oflicial reconls
shall Le open to newspaper represenla-
tives, umler such resirictions nps  the
eotmeil aay direct, was earried by 39
votes to 5.

7. Bt was decidnl, Ly 37 voles to 10,
{hat in every case of a tie at Lhe eon-
greas the priza or prizes affected thereby
shall be equally dirided, with the pro-
viso that in tle case of a e for the
flest, place there shall be a play-off merely
to decide the championship,

R Of the alternativo schemes for a
more equitable divinion of the prize fund
Mr. James' propoeal was carzied.  Driefly
put, the prize-winners will be those who
weore over Talf their gnmes, and  the
prize-fund will La divided amongst them
in propartion to the pointm scorsd over
and above one half of their games,

Merare. W. E. Mason, Burnen, Jamea,
and ¥ell were appointed & commitice to
mnke the rules; aceord with the above
decislons,

“A FAST PUNGHER."

"Bo | remeinber ey bout with Alphae
betival Dougluat™ said Spowy Haker te
& reporter in Syduey last week. 3
shoubd think | do. 1t wan absolutely Lthe
!xl.il.c:ﬂ. voutest | ever took part in. Why,
it was just one wild spurt fruen the
first gong to the last.”

J. WO AL T. Dyuglus, the well-kocowa
Fuglich amateur boxer and all-round
athlete, who is known as “Alphabetiqul”
Douglus, will accompany  the MCOG
teaan that is Lo visit Australin next
HEARDNL

“llow Wdid you il bis fwe-handed
putich affeet your™ asked the veport
vy, .

“Tt didn't tronble me seriousky,” re-
plied Baker. "We hud R whirlwind go,
abd nt the el of it there wus not &
murk on cither of e, The vontest wenb
the full four veunds, and 1 fpund Don.
glas un extraordinarily fast customer.
He is & two-handed fighter, but is bet-
ter at in-fighting than standing off and
using his puuch with his fil weight be-
Tind it.  dle had cvidently lenrned hie
in-fighting from ihe Americans, for he
ssey both hands frevty to {lie body umd
jaw when he gets in close.

“"Douglas is & tine stamp of an ath-
hete, und f you were to see him in
the street, you woull pick him cut at
onee pR An athlete. He iz a cleancot
style of a man, a little taller than 1
am, but not yuite su thickly set. He
has a wtrong fave awd & strong person-

i

ality,  Tn Emgland lee is regarded os s
goud allround atblete, and as & boxer
e 3woa fivstelnss man, taken  cithee

o the amatenr or professional stand-
avd. Ile has the Ameriean cronely, o fact
due o his having dene n dewl of dighting
with the Awmericans when they  visibed
Lendon. .

"When Douglas wtepped into the ring
o the oveusion of our meeting 1 thought
I had never ween n more periectly con-
ditioned man.  He looked the pink of
periection. wnd he was all that, teo.

“A peculiarity abuat him which strack
we i an unpleasant manner was the
way inowhich he guavded himnself from
a sudilen ntlack while shaking hands at
Lhe commencrment of the contest. As
he wulked inte the ventre of ‘(he ring
1o rhake Lands he held his left lund up
1o guanl hiv face. at the same time
standing off as Tar as he eonld when
pulting out his right hand {o me, This
attitude struck me as alt the more ex-
tracrdinary owing Lo the faet that it wae
an anuteur contest. He gained the de-
cisieng on points, and although there was
a great dilference of opinion amongst
the audience as 1o which of us had won
o wheller it wax a Jdraw, | felt satiz-
fiel that Douglas did win on poinls, I
hald Bad thwee Gights previously that
afternoon, and in each instance had the
bad Inek to be drawn against a Britisber,
and a tough propositien™

“Would you like 14 meel Douplas when
he comes cut heret™

T would deatdy Jove to have a epar
wiili ST oreplied ®8nowy. wmiling.  “Tle
is considered to be an ali-rouml nthlete,
in the prime of life apd condition, and
T think 1 wim also able to il the DLifl
H okl 2 bowi conld be armnped, it
wight be made a feature of nn even-
ing’s enwtertaimnenl, the proceeds  of
which euunld be devoted Lo charity.”

Solutiom of Position Neo. 100,

The bishop ip ¢n the wrong colonr to
Le offective i stopping mate.  ‘Fhe Kouk
consequently can drive him o & aquanre
where he ¢an be attacked, nml  mate
threatened atl the xne time, ep: —

. B—QKI2Z and winu.

(ay M 3......B—K7; &4 R-Ng,
BR—U5; 5 R—QB2, B—R3 () ; ¢ R—
Hi. B—HX12, 7. R—Kt & aml wina,

sy ..., B-Ktd; 0. R—D5 ch,
B-KL. 7. R—QB, amud wina,

By Morwitz aud Kling.
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