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Sciman's. Panther -Cub.

By H: MORTIMER BATTFEN. ©° -~ - - .
""" S == SR
NTENDING for a hondeed yards  Celt  wus Jour large, whuggy-huired

or so, direetly oppesite the _(‘lh'o:r'

of our forest-marooned a!mnty_,’

avas a straight, narcow avemue,
carpeted with Iresl.l green _mo”s.a“‘-"
el grass angd with flowering 'bllﬂ]l.(:ﬂ
du vitier aide,  We were proun(l.‘nf t!ms
fatural avenue—Selman and I1; .!ua? o3
prowd of it as most people arfe of any
wue littte beauty spot on their. esgate.
1 was Uhere that 1 bagged my ﬁr’s.t."c,‘ll .
Ban, Iate one auiumn evening whed the
g brute ga untered casnally out of the.
fore=l to sample Lle Jresh .ro_umg_fgm-
mow. 1t was there, too, that the litile,
arey squireels deligheted to gambol on
v;m;-ui}ght nights, titting fron.x 31_111!](‘1\[
ta shudow, from tree to tree, like pixios
among the dew-laden flowers. .

The duy's work dene, therg was nos
{hing plewsanter than to sit at the dooe
of the slaniy appesite this avenue, with
slecrea Tolled up and pipe well going,
awd Iisten while the murmee of daytime
guve way to (he restless am_nids qf night
—ile thov-and.and one weird woodland,
mulses that come  from  moyhere and
Vauish into nolhingness, | .

[T particular evening T Tad’ sab
i my wanal place for abiout ten minutes,
mhen Selman suddenly Lurst through the
unlergrowih at the end of the wlearing
anl camé hastening towavds e Tle

4 left hiome early "thit morning. ‘and
npw sunseh,  That something was
out of order 1 knew  divectiy™ I gaught
sight of kim.  There was nothing of the
cany backwoods” stough “about ™ thd ivay
Le came. His steps were quick' and
wuutions, while -~ every cfew yards’ he
stapped aud prered into the thickets all
yound. “¥inally h@ Lroke fito a run,
eeping in the centre of the pathway,
till he veached my side. o R

Tt waz then that I encsied the réasnn
for hia strange bebaviour. The- stout
cavas lag he was cartving over his left
Dip eoutained  something  alive—some-
thing very mueh ‘adive, if-kitking and
whitnpeiugs ave to be taken as shna. A
Fmfastened lhe leather oops, swhersnonn
Lhe preitost.dittle panther eul T Tiad
ever seen wriggled hali out of the bam
anl Juy i ws inlo my wriak Lw way
of iniroduction.  The fur of his hody
was soit, sl like veivetb. Lotle “touch
Bin litnda were ntumo and: ronniled. seine-
~anandel pung
s eve was a look of-varige Won-

cesive of A desire to rea all
ing om. Such waa the firss
1 concelved pegarding Sek
amacénly whivh, be ilhe way, was
vactive factor in the story I am
u relate. : -
1 v 'i" did you find {he little Least®”

i . B .

Tu a few words Solman told me. - Tt
dandared  that ke bad . Losn walehing
e Lo parent panthers far same fima.
Il_".”].-‘ vl had 5|ia.‘nrnru-| Ehair T4dr, onn-
Lainivg Wie salitary onh, in te dvaotls
OE A deep waterway eighiren miles from
ahe bt Convinend that the napents were
:"-"l. il luane, e Toul pegmotie anneval
Tl yorigater, aml then hastened awav
‘ot {he plice like o Loy with A Lae of
aluten Anples, &alneoy, hiowever, was
a0l qalte 5o earcleis a5 the averaen
MrTeslenling boy, At times e waded
2kl doen nlune the Lode of Wwoinkain
:1‘:]:"‘1 honine by aneli misana to thraw
prn out vanthers off Phe trail, sheull
sey fullow Iim,  Hig offerta failed,
:I“"“‘""T- Oe e wnw gomathing mave
AN Ulie vacka Lo his loft, Tub even ns
he latked (e aliinet. feemad Lo vanish
"!"“ the salid wall of erniie, Takiiis
;T:::.ﬂ;‘:;n_\. llmtﬁrml: and Le mate ﬁ_m-
and T Into the air like p wten] anripg

i lwan—deid.  Fhat the fo.

Hade weaa snmewharn near, nnd wanld
:l‘:"l‘(l"'}"f‘ ir.‘ fullm" him in spite of this
‘Tomanifegtntion of (he peril anch o

it ayould valuil Le was fully coh-
Vinewd, - B

B .
1 5aw Lor onea ar wice™ ho futarm-

::1! me, "Ingt couldnt get g whet.
],nl:lt‘::_alw wd_l.'l»e' Paying us & visit Defors.
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ColL,” Lo added.

“Tlow mmnel ; 3"1.0‘1 expect to gob for gxpeciedr o, T
ol

A lalfgrawy vanthar cuby * "W
fvat be o mazoom- ,tﬁ?"}““ conld miake se much naise,

hound. -

We aren't' in particular -uved of - a
vompanion” I ghjécted. " And, "any-
how, I'reckon -yéu've hecll asking! for
tronble for the lob of us® -« - et

Seltmn “ackuowledged the recvipt* ot
this " information with a- seli-conteated
nod, and proceddéd ta fondle the kitten
botween * liin "dwo  gredt * dinds, - \We
Blled the  little cienture up with warm
anitk till it resembled o Rugly fooblall
and was invapuble of any further sound
than an occusiinal sleepy grunt.* After
that wo niade it 4 bed in a bubter-firkin,
much to the disgust of Lelt, whose atti-
tude towards ihe cul was owe of com.
plete disdain—as usually agaumed by an
eldetly dox towards a member of 1he
feline’ tribe. =~ - -

vl .

Just Iwfore dhaykness T went oul iy
loek up the <hanty in whith our old milk
cow was primoned e might-time. 1 ex-
ecuted the task with muesnal care, for it
strek e that an entraged mother
panther woull not bk above awreaking
her vengruier onoan dnofendive cow i
ile alsence of p more  satisfactory
aedinm. 4 orelurning to the huk [
Found Selnuen busily emgagel i examin.
iig the slemder iron bars on the ontside
of the wimlew, 1 took the hiut withont
commient, for, like meat men who
used to living uader an- almosl eternal
canopy of risk, wy eolnpanion usaally
kepl quict comeerning multers of pres
saal safely, leaving other peeple to nae
dheir own discretion,  Neverthelew, the
aneident impressed mo ta.no aniall extent,
Jor I knew from past experienre that
ilien  Belman Legan Lo gel “nervy™
{ronhla of aame aart was Lo be seriously

—

At nine o'dack we turned in, and atb
‘sbout tew the cub aweks, amitten with
o severs attnnk af homesickivsa, (e
fwhnld ‘ndvers have StHrsghs sa ausll an

“Selmart [ suorled.

“Whul's upt” came. the sleep responae.

“lasten, and you'll knoew,"
“Uet.up and feel that wretched kitten!™

Helman's reply .ulipped. intn a amore
TaM-way. The ciab rencwed its exer-
tiona, crying ot in. 1he thest doleful
stram imaginable, till at st the noiso
Pprovel {oo much for even Melmin's in-
artistic teste . . )

In the shack it was quile dark, but
Gutzide the moén shove dimly ~ through
e backgronml of pine trees.  In the
hneas 1 suw my companion sit up and
stoop to pell cu his socks, while .the
uoize B Lhe butter-firkin grew 3o volume
evory seeoml.  Sehnan mnswered  the
sound with o ionad angry arnunts, Tmg
auddeniy his body became rigid and he
remained inoa stooping tosition, A%
e samo dustant Celt” bexan fa growl
savagely, ns nodor growls when an chemy
approaches is hed, + co

ey Jinga!” mattered Sclwan, in o
Tow tone, e aniltit deliberitely and
souliubly. A dense’ stilluess follnwed.
"By Feal!™ he repeated. “dust loek
at thatt™ . : .

Phiere was only ané divection in which
T eonld Teok™ with “anv veal resnlt—
nanely, Lowarls the window. Lowering
my lead Lo avoid the dark backeround of
trees, I looked, The mnext instant I

“The wother panther was daking stvel: of oir shronghold

rxpericneed  a
rill,  Peering
Tdew were lwao

stewleal  unpivasant
in threugh the Gk win-
plosving puints of Jight,

thad appedred  to e toating mldway

aipui the estlzin of backness,  Thea,
Lit By ME T discerned fwo delicately-
pointad vars profroding from aie evenly-
runnded head i which the @loning orhs
were sel, pressel aga the window

Tt The mother parther was jral
fa stock of our slrougheld!

Fold

you shed e smelling ronnd,”
& Selman, o the same even tone.
"Wl lmve Lo shaol her Lo-morrow,”

“IHowe can” I oadded, knowing ihak
The savage wmetler wisd likely o adopt
smote cnndny neblods thap Lo expoe
diorsedf. to rithe-five. s

All this tme {he greal out stered in
at s wHbouk twil-ling s mnscle. trol-
-ably whe - was mizing ateCode, wha lay
‘direrty -within hier ling of vision, nad it
occarred Lo me thal the dog would 1ueet
with A warm receplion if ever ha chunesd
wpen e pumn by himself,  Cortainly
ahe wonld rorard o as one- of the
‘mearanders avho' had ‘brouwght abnut her
Berravement. o .
~ Aerinnt Eelmnn T e his dont - -Fa-

' 1 growled..

a3,

meshiateiy e did wo the heud of Lhe pan.
fher wouged dunn owt of wighl. ~ ¥oe all
fner bwuiess she wos in ne meod Lo
lake roaxs, B :

The euly_ vwas dyly reitlpd and silence
reigaed again. | fell aslewp with 1he
ailinter vidion we hasd seeni ot (67 window
haunting my mind, to drewdt 1 hat 1 rode’
W ogant porenpine  Aetads an endleas
deserl, with a huge ¢ ot clonch-
ing at either aide, waiting with einning
glances for me to fall from my prickly
maoht.

Selman waa hnlf-dressed wien T awoke
in the muorning  He opencd The duor
and il out, "reacntly e returned,
s hia head, a' puzled foek on

W

toatrikea me he o said. pausing
order that bia words shonld gain 1 hair
foll signitieancs, “that the old panthes
Will suen know n Womied surht #ee
abunl yoll ang me fhaen hogipenasto b
cenvenienl . .

U ol wp and followed lim fhrough
the duars Al veminE (e hut the frass
had been Arodden Mat inte o marrew poth-
way.  Below the windew on the wonl-
work were a nuriher of puy marks, which
shuwed elearly that ihe panther bl sev-
eral times stood up with her -foreguwa
on the sill aad leoked in. - A number
of white lmirs aticking 1o the growwl
wpposite the door Bore evidence 1hal she
lhad more than onee crened to lislen
and sniT bewealh (he pancla. There
were marks, alse, showimg Lhat she had
{aken full .stock of the eowahed, anmd [
felt very mlad that X bal left dhe place
secnrely lovked. .

After un early Teeakiast, we seb off
with riflew to hunt the panther down,
Teaving Ahe hat locked. and dele
1o avvomplish ane ain hefore wigh
We Xuew thny it
tn extend the

bl le imecesan
our

Jinita ol IounL i -

ground  Tar Doyt the Lthe
molher pamtler was nol Lon po

awiy while she kinew where the culy i
Misfortune besel ua at an early stage,
however. - While il within a hugdred
Phrds of the shavk, Celt set off in full
ory after a rebbit that bolted avross the
aveane in Drond of s, W always led
Dim o on anehe oecasiona, For o cahhit
was invarinliy A tsefdl constituent Lo
The stew-pot, For a matter oi thirky
furky vards wi heard  ldm opa
through the tndergrewth; Chen i1 seone:
thut he  saddendy  stopped duadapd
silence Foltewed. . . "7‘_

“He's get i L remarksd, aml (pracd
in dollow the dog thraneh the ande
srowltl, inlent “qn ving the wuars
Melman Lid ar res e hawd on oy
arm, L. .. .

SRR e sabd, primiv. TFhent e
called e doir name. but net the
rostling of a leaf respondedl.

Slowly 0 davaed upen me what bl
happened. I kiew Ahe watnre of 1
tregedy Uit dmd taken place heneath
the shelter of those (rees aa well s it o
Lad wven Hoall with any owa ryes, "

Sepavating te left amd vight vl e
ing with infitite ceubion, we o omanle w
alight detour, peeling ot Uhe spol aiuae
the sotinls of the clase Lied el kb
wia {lere thad we fonnd the vemnin. of
e, whicle w dowithoan delay in 1le
fittle Duriad g I er thie nple
bree near to the bt ! S
shieck, bowever, cerade, laa" s 1
ground, .

e comiort we lind was that Ol )
el witd a Tar swore smereilsl death 1k
Hee ondimery conrae of nre ol b ever
Dave mscbed oul for hiaw, An animol
with a erumpled crown, n breken neek,
amd a fractursd spine does nod linger
luny in fhe atnges intervening helween
fite aml Jdeatl Al 1lms ghe niet
patther previged her fizsl dasde of ree
venge,

“I7s ening 1o prove a orify alear cub
of vours” | said, viulictively, vur sorey
1osk cwupleled, il i s [ dese
s gvaeli o .

Lur hunt fuer wuw pomewhal
Aisorganised, now n rely
solely on our own eyes amld hes [
ek the panller down, Ju the v L4
of 1he Ahack the Drails were s nbondant
that it was impessilile to follow any par:
ticutur oae. Al the Linds, while we were
Aodging from eover 1o cover, 1 ooy
icnced o unpleasant sensation that 3l
pagbther wan bunting us ae degzdly ws
wetwers hinpting Lier, amd ondy Rwaitiy
n chance Ao drop on i {rame tha treee.
Fhe idea waa wd a eheeringe one, foltow-
Sing cltosaly, a4 it Ak, on [ha grorsome
+od of e birate's

“T'hat we Jeft the Witlea 1o go
Twangry, hoping that ita cries would nat.
fracl the mother io the wirdow, which
we ML nperr in peadinews, » Sdldman Fook
firal wateh, bt the persis(eni crios 1hat
ceame fram the ety of the batters
ikin 4-wde -sleap far me almeat fnpos




