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An Anonymous Guest.

By MARY ROBERTS RINEHART.

L

HEN Professor Phillips received
his appointment as & member
of the faculty of the Ocean
summer school, he waa much
gratified. Moreover, hia pride was large.
Jy linvtured with relief, the two summer
hoiiday months being usually a period of
fmancial stress, But Mrs Phillips was

Iesy exultant.

“Ity aH well enough for you, William,
to 1alk of closing the house and leaving
ta-morrow, but 1 tell you it can’t be
done. With all the faruniture to cover,
an? the silver to take to the safe de-
posit. vault in town, and the curtains
to take <down aml put away, not to
mention packing the wootlens, and put-
ting newspapers over the earpets—and
it <0 hawd 1o find homes for the canary
aml the cat—7 -

Pour Mrs Phillips sulsided, breathleas
aml ineabervent- into a chair.  The pro-
fesaur looked at her millly  over  his
& ‘

sxps,
should think, Amelia)'  hé  said,
“that vou eoubd The honse in a
mare leisurely muanner aml follow me a
fen dlays later. I s absointely meces-
)y for me to be present al Lhe opening
ef the whool on Thuraiay morning”

Sl leave me to 4 that long jour-
ey alene? Never! With my tewlenry
tw carsickaess, ton!  Besides, there s
Jaaw '

Yes, there was Jane. For thirteen
wears all the Phillips’ arvgaugements had
fieen made  with  reference to Jane.
Cuests nere invited or nat invited as it
wax Jdane’s day in ar out;  dizhes that
T dli-liked to eonk were omitted from
tie (laily menu; and Mrs Phillips had
teen known to curtail the namber of
fioumees on her sununer gowns 1o save
Fan’s steength and temper on ivoning
day. - . N N :

It was not strange, thevefore, that at
this  question  tl professor  became
tionglitful, T was manifestly impossiblo
to tuke Jame along, awl it was equally
meypedient to- dlischarge  her As
il in the Lalanee, a future contain-
ane, with lher abilities in the line
nbbitg brushes nud well seasonc®

close

vinnds, mere than oulweighel a summer
at the seashore amnd a comfortless,
Panelees winter therealfter. 1t is quite
pussible that the elderly couple in the

libravy woulld have decided accord-
il not fate, in the shape of a
aue bell, intervened, At the jm-
tive ring the professor rose with a

“That's Wilson, I suppose.  L.told Tim
Iovuld sew if any of the neighbours
Wallel to venl their wones for the smin-
er Rath ian't well, and -he and Mrs
Wit want to get her out of the eity
for the wara weather, I have Leew so
rigras<ed with this otier matter that I
lave furgotten to inquire.’”

Wit Mys Thiflips ‘wag looking at him
Wilh eves in which hope was rapidly
din g inee, - .

SWhy, s the very solution of the
dfticulty” she said eagerly. “Wlhy nat
i them this house 1”

The professar had taken -down the re-
friver, "

Dies —yes—helln, Wilsou, jost hold
the Tine n minute,” he saic. Them, with
T hamd over the tramsmitter, “What
Jane?” he queried in & strange

¥ can take Jane along with the
Mrs Phillips replied in a similar

And that is how it happened that the
uliin vening saw the professor and
Mrs Phillips departing down the gravel-
“ walk foe the tryin, Mra Phillips call-
Wt back directions axhout the canary and
the water healer as she vanished into
the darkness, while Mra Wilson and
R',”:h wavedl furewell from the parch,

e cliler woman went indoors, but
Ruth stond for & moment in the conl
Mgkt air and looked about her. On
either pide of Lhe pretty aunburban street
Were brightly lighted housea, whils the
™unts of cheerful volees and laughter
Muated Lo her across the smocth lawns,
Ele llytened & moment to the tuneful
linkle of a guitar, then turned with n
tigh, Inll.ltrpp@cl inte the hoae, closing
the door bebind ber, Ehe paused at the

tlibrary door, summoning a smile. Smiles
hud beex rather inrrequent on  her
charming face for several momthy,
“Youw're o go te bed at once, Loth of
you, Father, put away your pipe like a
good boy. The unpacking is going to
wait until morning, and besides, by the
time I count ten, the elreivic light is go-
ing gut. Now, ready—one, two, three!™
The professor rose reluctautly from
tha depths of a comfortabie chair and
emptied his pipe corerully. Mrs Wilson,

- after examining the window locks, picked

up her glasses, and, obedient to her im-
pericus daughter's commaml, proceeded
ap-stairs, dollowed by her husband.
Ruth steod for a moment in the hall,
her hand on the electric light awiteh, her
eyea on a pale face reflected from the
mirror abnve the hall talle, and com-
muned with herself.

“You're a pentimental, wisl-washy
idiot, and I'm ashamed of you! Your
complexion has gone, or nearly, and you
go  daround mighing—an, it’s  simply,
utierly dingraceful!”

“The young gentlenman!™  exclaimed
three simulinnecus voices. “Wimt young
gentlemant™

. Whereupon the dismayed June related
the previcus  evening's experience, and
created & small sensation, - )

YA burglarl™ gaid Mre Wilson hya-
terically. “We must count the spuons ak
once. I'm so glad we locked our bed-”
roem door lust night. That pearl brooch
that was mother's—yon know, Ruth—
wis lying eout ‘on the dresser, and this
morning's market meney was in the up-
per drawer. Gh, [ wish we had stayed
in the city!” T

,“Nonscnie, mother,” said Ruth, “My
door was not locked. Don't you under-
stand? It'y wome gnest or the Phillipses,
and he deoesn’t know of the clauge that
hpi been made. (o, please, and call him
to breakfast, Jane,”

But Jane came down in & few minutes
to aunounce that the room was emply,’
und to place hefore the professor a alip
of paper which had been cemnspicnouslty
fastened in the corner of the wmirror,
Trofessor  Wilsen rtraightened-  his
glayses and read it aloud: . -

Dear Profeigor: &~ : -

I am aceepting, somewhat tardily,
your kind invilation to make this Liber- -
ty Hall. I'm eif eaxly to watéh the [ndt- -
ball practice game, ‘and will rpend the
remainder of the Jday trying to locate a

“The youny gentlomont What young gontliomany™ -

Whieh refleetion did not prevent ler
cryiug lerself to slecp with a photograph
and a hali dozen letters under her pillow
—it proceeding mot at all eriginal with
Ruth.

It was still quite eariy. June in the
kitchen gut down the almanae and pre-

pared to set the sponge for the morn-

ing's baking. Up-stairs evervthing was
quiet and dark. Jane had just dived
into the flour barref—tiguratively, of
enurse—when the bell rang. She pulled
down bher sleeves, tied a white apron
round her expansive wazst, and leisurely
answered the ring.

A young man, tall and well set up,
carrying a suit-case and a light over-
cout, stood on the porch,

“la the professar at homet” he asked.

“le is in bed” said Jane ungracivus-
Iy.

“Well, don't disturb him. I wrote
him that L would arrve cither to-night
oy to-morrow  morning.  Just hold the
Acreen open until I get the suit-ense in.
That's it, thank you. Now, which way ?”

The young man's manney was mag-
netic, and bis smile friendly and win-
ning. Jape's ungraciousness  vanished.
She closed and lovked the front daor,
and, caulioning him to step lightly, led
the way to the hinmaculate guest-roon.
Thon, after filling the water piteher anl
bringing a fresh supply of towels, she
departed complacently to her interrupt-
ed bread making,

1T

The family stept late the next morn-
ing. Ruth was the first to come down,
and she stood listleasly sorting over the
mail, all for the Phillipses, when her
father and mother enlered the Toom.
When June brought in thr colire urn,
Mra Wilson commented amilingly on the
{ourth plate at the table, but June look-
el hewildered,

“It's dor the

young  gentlemon
ma'dm,” she said :

friend who has d

appeazred. Don't worry
about my me Il get them wherever
1 lappen to e Roegardy and many
thanks to your good wife for her los-
pitality,

PR —Alother sends her love,

“Very surprisivgr, veey,” said the pro-
fexsor, - “The signature i most Jle
nite. " might be anything Irom - Adam
1o Ansuins’ . -

But the professor's altenpt at Joeu-
[arity fell Hat. Ruth™s eyes were flashing -
wille indigmttion,

*Oulragenas!™  ghe stormed. PKyen
if the Phillipses were here, siaeh corduct
would Be . insulfferablel™  Then, more
niilily s “What does he' Jook tike, Janei”

Hut Jane. thus appealsl to, was not'a
very enlightening  witnes<. . Was  he
tall? Yes, very--or  vath'r. oow s
thought of it, not 20 verye Was he dark
or Lightd Well, shie thought his hair wos
brown, ot perhaps il was a liltle o
She kuew it looked red i the hadl, hat-
of eourse there was a rod glohe on the
chandelier, .

Ruih's small foot tappal the flong

father aml miother. and you
we, lidten toone” Ruth being an
3 i, Ter futher soud mether nlwny=
did fisten to what whe aaid, but ofr
course Jane wis an nnknewn quantity.
“1t was extremedy rude of this
—there are a yreat wmany poossibiliti
infleetion in thnt smull word Yperwon-—
“to go nway this morning without wait-
fing to any a word to his entertniners,
amil he necis & good lessen. We will
allow him Lo eome and go to-day aa ho
winhen, andd Jane, you munt not tell b
anything. Thea, when e prerents him-:
sebf fur dinner to-night, there will be o
few wmurprixes in wtore for Lim}”

. Thers zeally did pot seem to be any-
thing elve Lo do, fur Lhe young man was

- mantel shelf, & mute

“such A trifle, and she had deeply

Cthiem at 4he’ doeor with nosniile.

55

heyond reach, Fven Jane avyniesced, en-
tirely forgetful of ths Ralf doliae which
Tested nt thot momeat on the kiteben
witness (o the
evanesernce of hunman gratitude, And so,
after & morning spemt in anpeckiog suvd
an afternoon devoted to calls, the ladiea
hasiened to dress for the eventful din-
ner, Both touk espeatal pning with theie
toilettes, Ruth looking ler best, which
was very good indeed, m suft, lacy white,
Jane anncunced dinoer punctually,

“But' the visitor, Jaue,”? said Mra
Wilson. “Hasn't that young wman come
Lack yett” - -

“Oh, yew'm, T forgut to tell yon, He
was here this afternson. 1o said  his
trunk muit be lost, and alter he tock a
balh he Borrewed on= of the professor’s
dress shirts, and went out to - dinner.
He'll be back late to-night.”

Mother,” said Rnth, “thix ia simply
Uisgracefnll  The idea of his Wtal'ﬁlﬂ‘
ong of father’a shirts! T am net golny
to stand it. The fhrat timao he allows us

. the privilege of seeing him, I am gnlng

to tell him just what T think of him,”

“Don’t be rnde, Nnth, 1 implore you.
Don’t  say anything you will regret
later.” -

“1 ean look n grest deal that T might
not care to say,” =uid Ruih, and beinga
youngz woman of spirit vhere is no reazun
to doubt that she eould.

P |17 .
The evening was not cheerful,  Tho
proféssor  amnsied  hinseli, ne wes  his
wont, with' the {ireck poets. Mra Wil-
#on eracheted e hedrosme slippers witly

spink sexllops avond 1he {ops - an evens

ing custom of hers that derived its scle
varicty drom periodical clanged in the
aolowrs vmploped. Ruth spfnt folly
an henr  outlining  a comprehensive
cheme of vengeanee agninst the introder
wpon the family g “Then sho went
upstuirs, tonk off hir wasted Linery, nnd
#at down hy the open window in Cllie
alarlight. : D

Long afler 1he houxe. wax davk  anl
wilemi she sat there, Jdreaming of that
last swenoner whigh had meaut an muvch
o Twr, and which now seemed a3 denil
a3 ily rosea.  The quaerrel had heen over
¥e-
pented her hasty return wome. She had
thought the man wanld fellew her, for-
getting that in her anger she had 1ol
him that she liad never eared fov hhn,
HNe had a \,‘-n-r‘yk propey pr uf his own,
and now she was sullering the punish-
ment of the impulsive and wilful.

Hhe rose with o sigh, anil prepared for
Bed, her lipe tightening ondnonsly when
she heard the elick of o lateh-key in
the front door, and o fitn though eaves
Tully wuilled step on the ~tair.

®he was again abisappointod ab Tirenk-
taxt. Jane reported that the yemng wnn
Jad taken a eup of collee ball an hour
belfove, and had adnrted for theaeily,

“Ihs powerful anxieus fo, ol a
friend that's moved away™ <he veported.
“He says Wl settle Almwn pned wisib
wilh the family as sonn as e finda
ik Hell b bk late do-night”

That day Ruth apd her mother spent
in ‘tewn . wkhopping. When dhey potl
homae Jate in e - afternoon, Jane et
Teailing
the way inle (he Dileavy. e pointed
\vilh pride to the eentre talile o which
a hage eluster of  Awerican heantios

sJ wish, if you have the time, gou weuld
sew ¢ butivd oh iy cval” |



