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GF I JOSEPH WARIPS  retuan
bien crlebrated in
et hy the u~ind

cons g alat inns ad reerin-
Iations but e words  trem iy
Fncinits  alo not tu worry the
e Alinister  ov Ie lvaky

b i groond gighting i, and his
rpeeches ane beisk arl lively, as of obl,
e has dont to eeply once nre 1o tl
clrgzes abont the Coronation inyikitions,
af which eyeryone 14 heartily sick ank
tircd, These petty matlers have wasded
it aleat of tiwe this sessiun, but tioe
v ono whjert 1o (e gentloren af the
pgin LIt i~ wot likely that any-
thing purticuloly  useful will be done
duriog the renmimder 0 the  sessioun:
nienibers e ouly  fon anxions oo et
away to theiv constitnencies,  Another
two months will be worried through
ronchow by Parliwnent; then for the
elections,

Nir laloy Findly's declavation of his
indention to resign fron the Upper Honse
il “boaseat in the Hause of Rep-
TEAN ix warnily oo
all ha The Attoensy General is w
ey dillerent van toslay e what be
i Tew 4 , whien lie wils yejec
Ly w Wellinston  vanstitueney
will not have u gricad deal of diliculty in
thinining his heart’s «esive—it only a
e alitriet be chosen, awl there arve
ing Hisg ¢l ix not yet
anmauneed . but seats all over the Ua-
wilniog g nentioned, from the Ray of
anls te Parnell, and Wellinglan
wrbs to Donedin Weost, Sie John Finl-
Lay ix ot the most popular wman nith the
great bty of the electors, hut this s
ity beeawse they do net knew him
Ele ix Lhe cleverest nam in the Min
at thiv moment. nid L oeandidently pro-
hiel thad bulore very loree be will sueeeed
Sirdoseplo Ward as Prime Minister. Lo
an the Mreo Asquith of the New Zealiund
potitteat worlls the beads belind the
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Mt es was eon-
sisedh oz Chursday pight over
My vooNidee amd Lis Mean B Bill,
the Bill widcle was mernily stonewnlled
wul ol existermes Phat is its usual faie
ol as Mr, Sidey has brought it forw
new for hree o four sexsions ane
fAgimes e st feel rather dubicus about
wrodueing it again, even i his
capslituents give him the chawee.  About
the funniest feature of (he debate was

Hatise o Repre

[

Br. Te Rangihivoa™s eomparison of My,
Niley witl light suyving weasare
to AMaui Tikiik anga, e ancieut

Polyresinng hero wha wet vit to delay the
preceress of the Non-pad across the hea-
The comparison emdedt with the
thing ont, however, for Maut the Sun-
(eror suceesded din his emileaveurs,

Mre. Niley failed. The Flouse was
vsmiderabty tickled by the votion of lik-
euinze the abehl. even ladylike, My ®idey
to the Maort Frometheus and ercules,

The Parliamentary Librarcy.

Mr Uharles Wiksnn, Parliomentary Lil-
VA, yery properly puinted out to Par
sment this week the itnpropriciy of al-
o reetsd privilese halders to take
ont ke Bolel fictun framm the fiemeral As
rembly Library.  The Library €Commit-
tee has shown its approval of Mr Wit
pott’s point of slew by deciding that no
Hetaon b juaiod to -hoht
Home peopdbe, aveanling to the Harsi,
Gabhe oub wotlong but novels ¥rom the
Padliomentary Library, and  Gfteen to
tuenty per vent of the whate of the vol
nnted dwsied are fietion, e epnnat
Lt mtronsly aviee with the Hon, Geore
Fawhds whent b declares that it is uod
a Tanetion of Parli HEt to provide tio-
tant (or the peaple o Weltingtou, anil «a
compete with the Munwapd Public Lil-
pary g dnt that the Paliamentary Lib-
Tary <huubl e develope ftu u great
I hibrary, canta. hooks and
n publmlved in awd selatiog te
A,

willy a great abusg of
P only hy ‘theme wha ot

but liv menbers of
Tuarlament rhemaelyes, Ranks ey
S ovalelesd i their treat-

wend of sabaal b Lk~ Leave them lvine
Abeat T Lt il evenr traine, amil tri-t
ts Pevibie o ta e them restored ta
the Libiary,  No doubit the Leai cura

for the compluints o the srure of ihe
rush for lictivn would be te discontinae
buying novels for the Library.  Mem-
bery of Pualisment ean do without Aetion
very well, and 8o one doea’t ace why it
rhoubl ba provided For themw ot the lax-
patyers’ expense. A Purliomeotaty Eib
rary is an abdolute wecessily i members
arg to p themneives abreast of the
Litnew, bul the average modeen novel iy
nob hevessaxy; if ML Ve want it they
should go out and bwy it.  The li 'Y
priviieases are very hizhly appreciated by
nuny Weliingtan prople, such as jour-
ualixts, who value Lhe aveess thus gainesd
tu books of refereuee, and wha are able
to consuil the latest works in seience,
hiography, travel, and su forth, Mece
uovel-readers should be severely barred.
Thuy ean get novels from the City Lii-
rary, on paymeul of a swall subseription,
amt that ousht to content them.  Bui
they want their reading for nothing.

Whales and Whalemen.

The laws and customs of whaling on
the New Zeatand const have been inves-
Ligated ni grewt length and in interesting
Taghion Gver at Picton this week. John
ernan, head of ane of the Tory Chan-
haling parties, claimed from Jameas
Jackson, wndther old whaler, the sum
«f £100, value of n humpback whale,
killed i the Channel, One of the wit-
nesses ealled as 4 whaling expert, was
Jolhn Tove, a holf caste shedep-farmer,
who siid he had lived on the shores of
Quizeen Charlette Sound for sixty years,
and had been whaling for furty yenrs,
~tarting with his futher, Dan Love, one
BE the carlicst pake in these parts,
Other velerans gave evidence, too, The
question in dispute was whether a whale-
hoat ccew were entitled to a whale if
their line parted aiter they “made fast,”
and the whale got away and was claimed
by another crew. The incilent in Tory
Chanitel, out of which the ln it arose,
secis to have been an exciting bil of
woark. They elhase whales in oil launchey
as woll s in whaleboats now, over in
Fory Claanel; and they wse Tombrgues
s well ds haepouns ol lan

“Whale-ah!™” was the yelb 1
leok sut station near e A
et the whaling erews —Keow k-
o', amd Perenots. Two humplack
whales were in sight.  Keenan™s crew
rot wp close to one of them, mixl the
Beadsman (Keenan) put a bhondy fram
his gun intg it, amnd then threw the
harpoon and made fusf, The line at-
tached to the jron wax about twenty-
five futhoma in length, at the eund of
whrh was  attached &  “drogume,” or
“dme” Az it o familiarly ealled, which
stops the pragress of the dying whale,
Whilst =titl in pursuit, Jackson’s purty
viime in hetween Keenan's boat and the
wlirle, harposued the big sea-creaturs,
aml claimed possession. For the plain-
it Keernan it was daimed that the eus-
tom whivh had prevailed in Tory Than-
uel waters front time immemoerial was
thut “first iron holds the whale” There

ey
Al ot thie
1l ol

were two rules Known among wheling
e,

said eownsel for Keenan o the
roaday of the case. (e was the
amd donza vule” il the other “the
iron liokls the whale,” the latter lieing
e one adupled in Tury Clanne,

Tha yeteran, Juhn Love, gave an inter-
exting tecount of whule law, as practiscd
in the Soinds ever since the days of the
reid oll-timers in the whaling businesa,
o Buker, Iszaes, Phil Himea, Billy
Keenan, Jimmy Keenan, Dun Jove, and
the Fackrony, When he coamenced
whuling the eustow was the same as it
i now_anl that i+ when one got faat 4o
A while, und the ling parted, he claimed
the whale bermupe of ihe rope wnd
“iron " attached. Supposing the iron
came away from the lish, there woul:l be
no chiny; the whale was (ree to anvone.
If the rupe was intentionally cub awny
hy any of the crew the whale was reckon-
ta be abundoned, but if it wis accident-
ally cut it would wtilt be elnimed. 1€
the ling gave out, it way the ol customn

to pat a sdrag on | and the man that
awned the line eould cfrim the whale,

He gave an instance of bhe ol dava, in
which W. Keenan gat fast to a whale,
awl it taok all the line ouwt. Witnrey
got up to the whale, asked Kvenan's
permi<sinn, Tiafered on and got hatf Lha
salue, At that time he was with Fack-
won's prty, Tle askedd permis<ion lLe-
catgsn Keonan had his rope and haepoon
attachal tn the whale, 'This was over
Lwrenly years aga,

Bo the IMiclon Ceuncil Hoeuse has
bern redolent of whale-lore and har-
povns and hwnpbacks for a week oF a0,
The E.M’a8 judgwent hud not been de-
livered at the thne quoting, but as each
parly annmunees its intention of tuking
the case to the Ropreine Court if it loses
in the Magistrates Courl, we shall prob-
ably hear a goml deal mere about it,
sud somegne will have to gu buck to
Ta Awaiti singing the duleiul old chan-
ty:—

* For we didn't get that whale, brave

bays,
We dide't get that wha-a-alel™

Abont Some Mnori Namem

Gue can havdly imagine any drier cead.
ing than tho “ Schedulea of Applieativns
for Comfirmation of  Alienations,” of
hative Tand, published in the = New Zea-
Lind Gazette™ Hub there in iniecresting
etuff in everything, if yon omly knew how
tn lpok at it. For instance, the lists of
Maeori names in these schedules.  How
wouldt they read if they were ¥nolinh,
after the fashion adopted with Red In-
dian names in America? Jusi translate
a few from a epuple of pages in the
" Gazetie,” published this week:--

*Nd Man, Sky-Streaked-with-the-Ruys-
ot [fawn™ wants to lease part of the
Haututu  bluck to John Davia.

“ Long-Pull Stand-like-a-Tree” ia an-
other applicani for leave to transfer
some of hia ancestral acres. * Flax-
Cloak * also has some surplus land to
tease. ™ Tommy Withonin-Sweclbeart™
is trapsferring & section at Crahori to ono
Robert Young. * Meart of River-Girl™
and “ Cut-up-Alive ™ are two Maoeri lad-
ies’ mames rather suguestive of cannibal-
XTI

Bome of the combimitions of Mnori
and pihela monhes emphasise the com-
maonplaceness of the fatter, as, for in-
stawee:  “Laft-up-the-8ky  Brown”—ne
coinma hetween Sky and Brown, please.
Mr. “Stand-Naked ™ i3 surely o Maovd
of the Maoris, “Zacharalah Hot-Waker”?
parents evidenfly were under missionary
influence when they got him baptised.
“The Soumd of Manv Birds® (Tangi-
manu-hau} iz abont as poetical o fanily
name as oue eoulil wish to own, hut the
gentleman to whom he s leasing his
ahare of Lhe Ohura blocks i not mearly
o romanlicalty called, for Lis name is
Ioherty, ©Ll ¢ Bogskin Ma$ ™ s get-
ting rid of some of his Rangitoto 118
Tands to o pakeha by the name of Otfo,
“ Pying-in-the Morning,” and Y Wanl-it-
O 7 are similarly rulding themselves of
their patvimany, am) so are " Thae Rprend-
out-8ky” nnd * The Tui-Bird's Tail”
Decidedly, there's a good deal in a mame
—a Maori naune at any rvate.

Preservation of Native Fanna and
Flora. .

The report on seenery preservation
just subwitted to Parliament by ke
Lands Department containa goms inter-
enting bits of information abont beauty
spots ami malive trevs and birds. The
wost neteworthy item i Mr. K. Phillip
Turnery report on bis work as incpector
antd surveyor of svenie reserves. Mn
Tuzrner is the right man for the position,
an enthusiast for
nizl for the proiection of our vanishing
native bird-life. During the pust year
he dit a great deal of field-work on the
Upper Wangunui and in ihe King Coun-
try, In his Wanganui River surveying
he cut out three seeniv Teserves near the
fimous "“Drop-Seens” ([Aratira), above
Pipiriki.  Of this place he says: “This
is without exceplivn the roughest eoun-
try I huve surveywl in New Zealand;
the bush is light, but it i3 ane kangied
mass of sapplejacks, lwwyers, amd gther
vines, ©On nearly every line L cut out,
& rope had to be used te scale the «liff=
Ln one tine of fifteen chainy there was o
rise of ever 16Uy feet. Field-work ia this
locality in therefore diflicult and slow.”

Regarding native binl Jife, Mr. Phil-
lipa-Turner writes: "“While camped at
Waimarino | was plegsed to find that
ilie bell-bird (kerimako, or, on the Wan-
goauui, kokomake) is now very plentiful
ihere. 1t was absent from there (and
from the Wanganui also) for sume years,
Dut is now again pleatifuk.  This bird fae
surpasses in the beauty amd variety of
ity notey any Lird 1 have henrd. At day-
break at Pipiviki the chorua aung by bell-
birds, tuis, native cunaries, sky-tarks,
blarkhirds. aml thrusbes in praise to the
great Author of Fife and Day (who cean
say to the eentrary?!) is onmig that
shonlit comprnmate a tired and shepy
tontist for the hed he may have reluc-
tantly left. At Walmarine alun I saw a
few rohina, and heanl oeensionnlly the
wonrnful hut awest nota of the knknke.
The rvobing were so tame that they would

forest-preservation, *
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pick for insecls under the tripod of 1he
theodolite whilst 1 wits observing; Leven
had Lo be careiat that 1 did net treayd oy
thum. A bird of B0 unsuspicigus o ug-
ture is not kikely to last long. ¥ found
the canary ns inr north as Murnkolm,
Aa all shooting and killing of birds un
Beantic reseryes are statutory olfences, jt
muxt be sirongly hnpressed wpom binl.
collectors and bhunters that UIEy wry
liable tu heavy pumishinent if they tage
Lirds from our rererves. It may by men-
tioned thut Maoriy are in the kabik of
ormumenling baskets and mats, which
they sell tv tourists and the publie, with
the feathers of kiwix, tuis, and kalogs,
Such a practice leads to the wholesaly
destruelion of ruch birds, and must be
strongly deprecated.”

vn the ehitly of the Wanganui River,
near it junciion with the getgy Man-
gaio, Mr. Turner had the good luck to
find a plant that in new to the botanieal
world, and which is one of the moat in.
tevesting finds made of recent years in
New Zealand, The plant grows culy on
damp, shady, precipitouns elifls, and be-
longs to the genus Semecio; it is rather
& hamlsome plant with large bright green
eordule leaves about 1t long, and 5
quite unlike any other Nemecio. It ig
confined to a very small locality, anl
probably ilkere ave not wore than a hun-
dred plants in existence. It will bo an.
other fact,” says the surveyor, “to sup-
pert de Vriea theory of mutants™

“We have treasures in our scemic ge-
serves,” concludes Mr. Phillips Tuiner,
"which in yewars to ecome will be {hought
priceless by our suceczsors.  1f if is
latgely our seenery ‘that makes ilis le.
mwinion one of tha most deliphtful coun-
tries in the world, surely it is woerth ang
whiln to make sleenuuvus attenpts to pee-
scrve whal nature has so lavishly wup-
plied.  As Roosevellt lately stated, o
nition with purely utilitarinn ideals over
reached  real greatness in ifs highest
sense. Our nuimaginative seltler whe
protests against the veservation of a
very small pereentage {(and that geuee
ally poor luml) of the country for sevuie
awl like purposes would be astoni:hed
at the stnpildity of the Tondoner, Bevs
Yiner, and Farisian for wnt entling up in-
to allotments the beaotilnl parks of
‘their rities.”

Bounid for the Paole.

Heven interesting little passengers, i
ihe shape of Indian transport mules, ar-
rived it Anekluml on Friday by the
Union Sleam Hhip Company's Aparinm,
e route {o the Antarctie, where they
will be used by Cuplain Seuts fu his dush
for the South Pole,  In view of the inct
Lhat there are four expeditions out for
polar cxploration -Seott’s, Awmnudsen’s,
Mawson's and Shirase—and {lat the
book rights are prebty rigidly ceuserved,
it is, perhaps, not surprising to find that
even aboud the importation of this pee
tion of Scott's equipinent quite an exlrl-
ordivury amount of secrevy is being ob-
served.  Publie interest in the rave fur
the pole has been inereased by the know-
leilge that the Dritish expediiou, uml]ir
Captain Seott, ia to race a Norwegian
expedition usder Captain Amundscn. A
great strugule is assured, for the eppos
ing forced, early in the present year,
found themsclves wintering in the sam#
aphere of influence, und Captain A'IIHHH.I'
sen came in for severe erticism when b
Beeanie known Lhatl he had go concealol
his plans that nothing was kuown of the
position until the Terra Nova reacheld
King Edward VII knd. The Norwegln?,
having eecured o base in  the Bay ol
Wales, have the advantaze of & st.mr'..h:s
puint TO miles nearer the Pole. For E_cﬂ!«
the last stazre will be about 350 ::rula=~,
for Amundsen perhaps 250 or 300 miles.
Tn the opinion of Professor David, givea
in a reeent mierview in Sydney, a son-
wational race will toke place, nud the
Norwegians will have an advantage of
trnvelling by reason of grester strenglt
in the number of Greenland doxe white
ihe RIeAs, .

P’l’isz’i(l])]y, therefore, the secrevy whivh
enveloped  Amunilsen’s  equipment anl
movements, and enabled him to epeimr A
Burprise on scientists in every part of the
world, Ly unexpeetedly establishing |l'|
hase in the vicinity of Shackletor’s old
hmulltuartera, amd within a poing .""
Boott’s tnoe, has Ted to mimilar davlls
being ebserved by Uaptain Heott im re
ward %o farther movements sonrectd
with hin expedition  Acconlingly, whm
& “Star”  represmitativea em Fr.l.l'vl
hoarded the “Aparima” he was n_nf:mw'-]
by 4'splain Siringer that instroctaone ha
been jmeitelk from the head aflice to L
efect that abuclutely no informatioh wit
to ba given nnt reganling the shipmnt
of mules frum India,  When the steaucFk




