Topics of the Day:.

By Gur Lesndon Cuarrespondani. .

A MISSING SWORD.

B & rulr ¢eremgnials in which
Roysity figure sre carried out
with such auitomatic preciaiom
that ooe @ apt o forget

that the time-worm maxim econcerning
“Lhe best lmid schemes™ applies jnst as
munch (0 the great im the land as Lo Lhe
Iuimbie,

it bas [eaked out this week that a
litlle cumedy aa well as am impressive
ceremony  was  performed withim the
nucient wally of Ukraarvon Castle lust
Thursday, It meems thai when the
il was about to commence, aud
FPrincg was due to arrive ot tha
Cistle, it was discovered that the Sword
of State had been wmmlaid.

Whetlher aome official had bapdered in
nit wending it on {0 Wales is not known
here. At all eventw, the Farl Marahal
winl his ataff were in a state ol perples-
ity, for in & few minutes the King's pre-
esiom was due at the Castle, and the
“wakd of ftate was to be barne before
lim by Farl Beauchamp,

The Duke of Norfolk, however, proved
himself resourcefut, and hit wpon the idea
of a substitute emblem. For this pur-
puse he barrowed the eivie eword of
hester, whiel, In aecordance with pre-
vedent, had been borne hefore the Mayor
in hiy progress through Carmarvon. Tha
sward, a nassive aml  handsome one,
proved a good substitute, and no oma
wai the wiser, and certainly none tho
worse, for the little scheme that was
played,

The sward of Chrater was presented to
e ity by Hleary VIL in 1300, Dy the
charter of that monarel the sword f¢
alliwed (0 be carried hefore e Aavor
in the prosouee of the King's nobles with
the point erect. A sward given to the
cily by Wing Richard I in 1394 disap-
peaved, and the more facient sword of
Hugh Eujus, once at Chester, is ia the
rilish Mnpseum.

A secowd amusing ineident  of  the
Raval vi3iL to Wales guearred ab Machy n-
leth Station, Montzomeryzhive, Tu eam-
rliance with the Hoyal consent to we-
ecept an oflicial welcowe, the county coun-
cil had had prepared an ornate iiumin-
ated weldress. This  was tn have beea
1resented to the King at Machynlleth by
the chairman of the Coumwil.

The elmk bl charge of the addresa,
whirl was carcfully conveyed with his
Vzrage, bub though the eleck’s wife kept
a cla~e wateh over it, the lugrage nas-
rarried on the journcy from Carnarvan
to Machynlleth. The loss was discov-
eresl gomie houss before the arrival of
the voyval teain, and his Majesty was
prompily notilied of the incident.

As a result, the chairman at once im-
provised un address.  Some parchment
was eecurl, enctosed in the mast appro-
priate case that eould be fownd, and Lied
arond with ribhon. Furtunately the
Ar rements  were  that the adidress
ehnul]l not be read, but mercly handed
to the King, and his Majeaty received
the improvised blank eercll as gractously
a5 though it had been the real doeument.

£8000 FOR A FIGHT.

Jack Johneom muat be accounted a
Jocky mam. ke may pot have made
much oot of his fgit with Tummy
Burms at Bydmey, but be scooped in a
very large gibe of dolisre when he dress-
ed down the white man's stale hope ol
Reno, and mow the bigx megro in i for
the big end of & purse of L£8300 which
is to be found for & wmateh betweea him
snd Bombardier Wells. This mateh will
take plare om or before Beplember ik,
and mesnwhile Jokmecw will keep his
baad in, and ewrs s micw Jittle sum by
taking ihe ring with Petty-gfficer Curran
—a man whose boret it iz that though
Deatén many & time he has mever suc-
cumbed to a knock out.

Nothing spproaching £B8000 money
down lor g boxring maich haz been draam-
ed of m any part of the world. Heavier
amounts may have been paid out as the
result of gates, but in hard cash the
deposited £8000 ban not sa far been ap-
prosched. The ayndieste giving tho
maoney hare faith in their venture, anl
kave Lo deponit the full amount
with the “Sportaman” four days prior
to the contest. By way of a atart a
cheque for £200 was paid over on Satur-
day. Johnaop and Wells and the syn-
dicate finding the money look like ifur-
nishing us with the bigzest thing im gato-
maney matches ever seen—anyway I
England. The publia have read wuch of
the ckampion and of his wonderful ekiil
and cleverpess.  We all know how he
toyed with Tommy Burms, and of the
way in which he defeated Jeffries. In
mimic warfare, he haa been seem on the
lalls, but as a fizhter Johnzon is sfill a
stranger to England. A little over two
months and Jask will be on view ra o
fighter, and that in  opposition to the
best material we can put in the ring
against binn X

Judging by the records of the fwo men
Johinson should -have little difliculty in
dizposing of Wells, bat the match mty
not prove such a bad ene for the white
man as it looks on paper. The sotdier has
shuwn us that he is pretty fast and fair-
1y <lever, and under a sicady course of
physical cultnre he has filled out antil
he tips the beam:in good fettle-at 14
stone or thereabomrtis.  When be fouzht
Gunner Moir, the Bombardier looked
niore like an overgrowa youth, his long,
Tean, lathy Dbuilil contrastiog queerly with
Lhe stecky, muaele-ela<d frame of the Gua-
ner. Ha looked as theugh a puneh in the
middle piece would settle him out of
hand, and it did.

When lie took the ring against “Porky™
Flynn, and Leat that plucky Americon
pointiesd, Wells was  somewhat more
“furnished” about his body, but was still
& Wil weedy, Undoubiedly, howeuer,
he has filled out a good bit, and hia
friends aver that le has continued- to
develope marveltausly in the right diree-
tion under the tuition of Tom Inch, the
well known “sirgng man” and physical
culturist.

Posrsibly, therviore, Wells may prove
the ¥imon Pure amung the white man’s
hopes that have been put forward dur-

‘unprecedented

-and nerves of those tied to town.

“from
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ing the past lwo years, but Johasoa s
very high game indeed For & man with
Wella’ limited éxperience io iackle. How-
ever, he is the best we have got, of that
ihere is na doubi. c .

Win or lore Johnmon will, of eeurae,
get the lion’s share of the purse. The
terma of division are not puble property,
but it ia snid that, whatever the remult,
Johnson will pick up & good deal more
than the £8000 Toonmy Burna got when
the hig binck beat him in Australia,

LONDON'S “ DROUGHT.”
—_—

Londen, and jndecu the country gener-
ally, is at present suffering from
drought. Tn England fourteen days
withvat rain is, officially, a “dronght,”
and aa for the past tweniyone days
there has been no “official” rain in the
metropolitan area, we reckon it to be
quite n severe viaitation. It is nut an
ceenrrence  for  Jupiter
Pluvius to go on a three weeks® holiday
during our summer, but®it is, to sxy the
least of it, & most unusual procedmre
on the part of the rain-maker He has
done so only five times in 54 years, his
fongest spell being in the year of Jubilee,
1887, when he absented himself for 25
days. And once in the early spring he
allowed his watering can to remain idle
for 20 days. Thia was im 1893, and i3
the record drought within the memory of
even "ihe oldest inhabitant.”

Apart from the lack of rain, which is
spniling the beauty of the flowers and
vegetation in our gardena, parks and open
spirces in town, and deing considerable
mischief to the erops in the eouniry,
Lomdou is at present a place to get out
of. The hot, muggy atmosphere has a
terribly depressing influence on the mind
The
mental lassitude and physieal torpor,
with the absence of appetite and lack
of enthusiasm for action of any kind,
which have been produced by hot, wind-
trss days, are felt even by the most
vigorous. Tndeed, it serms that the
weather affects the strong more ad-
versely than the weak, who seem to
derive a certain amonnt of extra energy
continned  heat and wanshine,
whereas the average healthy Londoner
geems quite unable to thrive and do his
best work with the temperature amy-
where above 75 degrees in the shade.

Tt it is an ill-wind that blows nobody
goot, and our “drought”’ shoull mean
gnexl Limes ahead for Antipndean pro-

dircers of butier and cheege, and mavbe |

for grain rzizers, fruitgrowers, apiarists
also.

- Almost everyx here in the enuniry cows
are saffering from the lack of pasturage,
and the supply of milk is showing =
marked decrease; already they are being
fed on eake, at a season when they
should yield milk without it

- Harvesting has started, snd whilst

- onte and barley show a great deal of

straw, the praiz is emall. The sweles
are smffering from mildew, while the
green fly and black spni that have come
to erchards snd vegetabhle pardewn in
the past few days in myriads are an
added danger.

The horey dew is making its appear-
amce on the trees, to the great dispust
of apiariats, for the bees will aecept it
when nothing better offers, and the
resulf ia unsaleable bhoney.

WHAT

MIGHT WAVE BEEN.
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THE CGURE OF CANCER.

. “For the Sirot time it jo fully demon
sirated that it is wrong to make state
wents of & disquicting nature about thy
increase of cancer in general™ That |g
the most remarkable thing that has been
said for years nboot the most dreaded of
all human discases, and it i Dr. Bash
ford, the general superintemdent of re
seareh and director of the laboratoriey
of the Imperinl Cancer Research Fund,
who says it. Such a declaration, coming
an it does from the highest anthority,
shonld demolish the widespread impres
sion that caneer ia & diseass which in
increasing its hold om the race,

Thia is the good news contained i
ibe yeport om the progress of the Cancer
Research Laboratorien towards the dis
eovery of & cure for this, the most hor-
Tible soourge of mankind, ‘Thoogh ws
are assured that the investigations of the
past years have been of the utmost im.
portance, it does not appear from the
report that any particular progress hag
been made in the direction of discovering
a cure for the dimease. Certainm facty,
however, have been established, whieh arg
no doubt, of the greatest importance,
For example, to uwe the acientific jargen
of the report, it haa been proved thet
“the rchtion of eneh malignant new
growik to the alfeeted animal is & new
one, paraiie]l to that obtaining between

. the organa of the hedy and the organism

a3 A whole"

“More precise couceptions have been
obtained,” Dr. Bashford states, of iheo
influence of heredity in place of the in.
definjte  and cuntradictory views pre
viously earrent,”

It has been ascertained that during
the peried 1901-1909 the increase of
deaths atiribruted to cancer was referrabin

to- eertain anatemvical regions, apd not

to others.
Among men, the main increase was in
the alimentary iract, especially the

stomaeh, whilst among women it was
alse mainly in the stomach and intes-
tines, but alse affected the breasts, whila
other parts showed litlle or un inervase.
Most of the increuse chiclly afected tha
lizher age periods.

It has also been established that tha
practice of peenliar custima, jnvelving
the subjection of partienlar parls of the
body to chronic irritation, provokes the
discase in situwations aml organs from
which it i3 absent when these customs
o not obtain.

“Bo definite,” writes Dr. Bashford, "is
the evidenee of the mediate eausation of
certain formms of zaneer by chronie irvi-
tants. that the possibility of variationy
in the cancer deathrate must be sdmittel
a3 regards particular organs and regioni
of the body. The possibility of a v:
tion of the main incidenes of cawver, in
conformily with changes im certain om-
toms, musl also be admitted,

As the result of the most elabovate
exprriments, Dr. Bashford elaims {hot
“the individuality of capesr would 1lus

to have beem placed at lad
bevond all further discossiom, . . . A
long step has thus been takem in defining
the direction im which the foture in-
vestigatiom of caweer s alome likely to
be protitable™

A mamber of cases of matwral Leaiing
of spontaneous nialigmant new growths
Ras been obeerved in mice Bfectin]l wilh
wpontaneous eaneer, and Dr. Rashiornl
concludes thot the changes leading 1o
matural ecure appear to depemd, as in
propagaied cancer, om am aMered conli-
tiom of the cell and ity comtents, Tathrl
than on sm alteratiom im the gewcral con:
dition or eomstitutiom of the affecled
apimal.

“Means must be devieed,” be lales
“for elucidating ihe natare of the changs
im the cell before eurative measurcd cah
be dincovered.”

Thiaking ia Bed.

*“Thinking im bed killed Harriman. 1l
worked alt day and thought out lid
problems at might,” says J. C Shfhlu,
direcior of traffic of the Harriman linet
The “thiakisy im bed” habit, commcents
& writer in “Munsey’s Magazime," id ful
brother to worry, and both are hy-pro
ducts of our comsumimg busimems lile, t.\l
* metiom, we mever know whes Lo quil
and the resalt s Lhat we mpe The mosb
mervows peogle im the world Mr Hani
man once declnred that be wowid relire
when be beeame sixty, but be went  be-
yond that mile post, Death caupht
bim stili bound to the wheel of bis
mastariul ambition.




