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Commonplace Actors.

Why the Drama is Declining.

By Cecily Hamilton, Author of “Diana of Dobson’s."

T meems to be pretty generally ad-
witted nowadays that the influence
of the Hiitiah drama is deelining
and falling rather more rapidly

than usual; and that the theatre proper
w—the theatre where you enn se¢ “0Othel-
Io,” “Charley's Aunt,” and the “Wicked
Moman of Wolverhampton”—is being
wery hard put to it to lold its own
againat the rival attractions of the
¥nockabout comedian, the intelligent per-
forming seal, and the pictnre palace
with its sixpenny stalls and afternoon
tea thrown in. Various repaons are ad-
Tanced for this lamentable lack of pub-
lic interest in the playhouse; the most
widespread and popular being the speci-
ous theary that it ts the incompeiency
of -ihe Britich dramatist which is at
Lhe root of all the trouble—which baldly
nsseris that theatres are empty because
of the hadness of the plays perforined
therein.

Likeé wileapread and popular
theoriea. this assertion. is quite withont
foundalion: more, it is on the face of it
ridiculona. 1 stould he the last to main-
tain that Britivh dramatists are not, in
the main, incompetent, ang their plays,
$n the nrnin, bad ; what E do wmaintain
i3 that the public not only does nof dig-
like Lad plays, but likes them actively
~—nay, adores them. If you have any
doubis upon that point, you have oniy
to spend n casual evening at any one
of the old picture palaces in your im-
mediate  neiglhbourliood,  where  fhe
chances nve that in ihe course of ihe
entertainment you will have to  sit
1litorgh two or three potted melodramns
80 infantile in plot ang erude in con-
struction that no manager in Lis senses
would dare {o present them wupon tlie
ordinary siage, the sai@ crude and in-
fautile mclodramas heing received by &
crowded audience with every sign and
mark of manifest delight. Cleavly, then,
the futility of the plays presented is
not {he reason for the deserted state
of 1lhie regular theatre—clearly, then. at
s not with the mnch-abused nuthor
that the bLlame should lic. ile may Le
inepb; But hiv very ineptitude is a draw
~—on the biescope. Why, then, does it
no longer draw in the theatre?

At the risk of appearing discourteous
X feel Bound to say that | helieve it da
because the actor is no longer the at-
traction that e teed to be, By that I
do not wean that he is worse profes-
biomally —iess  capable, leas  talented.
Quile apait from hia professienal quali-
flcations, Wiz formeily unessailable held
upen the interest and alections of the
public ja nal what onee it was,

Thiz, of cour<e, i+ iy no means the
fital Limw that the fuet has been pointed
out ta hin: aver and woer ngatn he haa
heen warneg that be stiouls not where
he did—that, woerk he {he paragraph
never so wisely spread he the pioto-
graphic pesteand never <o widely, he duea
not Jdraw g« oace e wsed to do. ln-
devd, it o heen hinte:dl more than oner
that it in 1Ge very uee and over nse of
the chauncle of advertisement that bas
owited s dechine ju palitic adortion;
that (the mun aml woman in the strect
have beeoime weary af lia jaernalistic
cantidetices, furve e sheer aati-
ety feam the iwival presentnweni of
hix atecn or amiling features.  le would
hawe dune better-—a he B infommed—
to wrap hinnelf in the veil of mystery
whh ia half the attractivn of the worll
Leyend the fostlighia,

o fur (e advics has not done him
any goud, and nne doubta if it ever wall,
being in the very mature of things a
caunsed ol perfaction and impossibbs to
fuellow. The sator, like the theutre,
fives Ly publivity; why blame bhim thew

many

for seeking as much ns he ean get?
Where—so it seems to me—he does err,
and err often and profoundly, is in the
manner of his self-advertisement, in his
ridicutous miscaleulation of the taste
of a thoraughly respectable publie.

To ikllustrate what I mean. Take up
an ordinary theatrical interview, say,
with the leading Iady of the Asterisk
Ubeatre—sne whe ks jual leapt to sue-
ccas, and therehy stirred all Lomdon to
enthusiaam by her performance of a wor
man with a long and lurid past. She
wad magnificent, from the pit; she
stirred your blood and thrilled you,
brought a choke into your throat. - ..
and here is her photograph feeding her
pot canary. . . . and, again, dispensing
nursery tea to her children, Bobby and
Janet.” she ia photographed with her
pet dog, with ker workbox, with her
lusband, witn all the common objects of
het house—with zil the common objects
of everybody’s houses, And, if the in-
teeviewer has set her down aright, her
conversation is as amiabiy domwestic as
Iier counterfeit presentment; there is
not a word she utters that does not in-
dicate the model motler, the careful
housekeeper, the wife of blameless vie-
lua, In short, sbe is mosi thoreughly
respectable—even as you and 11

And be it remembered that it is the
opposite that attracts yon—not the simi.
lar. We, a8 a people, ave intensely re-
spectable; and it is just becanze we are
80 intensely respectable that the mere
suggestion of raffishness and contact
with raffisliness has for ns an jrresist-
ible attraction, Why do se many Eng-
lish pecple spend their hard-enrned sav-
ings on week-end trips to Parist Merely
because there is about the very name
of Paris n suggestion of that impropriety
ko dear to the soil of the well-conducterl
Driton—because, cven if he haa wen no-
thing more exhilarating than the Morgue
and the tomb of Napoleon, ke feels that
Tie has somechow had a gay and wagg'sh
time, . . . And, exactly in the same way,
when the actor and actress were under-
stood to be people you reelly could not
ask to dinner, they exercised an irresiat.
ible fascination over those who would
hava been horrified at the idea of ex-
changing afternoon ealis with them—and
took seats in the pit instead,

I do not suppose, for an instant that
the theatrical profession, aa a whale,
wils over less respectable b its manner
of living than any oiler and correspond-
ing classes of the community; but until
recent Years it was elever encugh-to pre-
tend that it was, And as long as it
kept up the pretence, ithe actor, just
Lemgse he was ny a-tor, was: nt aticse-
tion, o power in the Innd; tales of d-ink
and divoree redrka wire whisperad shovt,
Liny, anl these vhoe leard aal those
who told the fales alike decided they
mnsk have a Jock at him, Then, i a v rd
moment came the eraving for respeot-
ability: the insistenre on the lact that
the aclor in his private life, 1lie actress
in her private lifo, were even z#a other
men and wemen are — hiameless and
corderly and dull. And as a result of that
craving and insiatence the pnblic has
apologized; has acmitted that the actor
may be a thorough!y reapectable person
..+ . and, baving made that admission
aml apology, has ceased to find hin ine

. leresting.

e T ———

TIVOLI THEATRE,
NEWTON.
Dlirection of Frank Stewart.

BTEWART'S PICTURES AND
- . . ORCHESTRA.

“THAT GOLDEN DAY"
Words by Roslyn,
Music by Waller Iupett,

Delight{ally Bendered Ly Croest Parkes,
EADY AND <O,
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THE LATE CARDINAL MORAN.

MAN of striking and command.

ing personality, Cardinal Moran

has for over a quarter of a

century exercised & great in-
fluence upon Roman Catholicism in
Ausiralia. Patrick Francis Moran was
boren in Leighlinbridge, County Carlow,
Ireland, on September 16, 1830, and was
the son of Patrick Moran and Alicia
Cullen, sister of ('ardinal Cullen. Hie
eighty years of life have been crowdca
with action, He was educated at the
Irish College of St Agatba in Roma
from 1842 to 1866, and was ordained hy
special dispensation ns to rge on Mareh
19, 1853. He was successively student,
professor and vice-rector of his college,
and later became Professor of Hebrew
at the College of the Propoganda. In
186G le returned to Ireland ay private
secrelary to hia unele. Cardinal Cullen,
who became Archbishop of Dublin in
18539, and first Irich Carvdinal six years
later. In 1872 Cardipal Moran became
Professor of History and Seripture at
Cunliffe College, and was ordnined Bishop
of Ossory -in the same year, holding that
office until 1874, In that year he was
translated to the vacant Archdiocese of
Sydney, and next year he was called to

.Rome by I'ope Leo XIII. 10 be made

Cardinal, the first to veceive the red hat
for Australin, He returned te Sydney in
1885, and visited Rome again in 1383,
1803, 1808, 1902, and 1903, He presideq
at the first Plenary  Council of the
Roman Catholic Church in Australasia
in 1883, and at suecessive councils at in-
tervals of ten yvears,

The Inte Cardinal Moran was lionorary
chief chaplain nf the New Zealard dia-
trict of Hibernians, the head-guarters of
which are in Auckland, Tbe secretary,
Mr, W, Kane, last week cabled ¢o Mon-
signor O'Haran, the late Cardinal's pri-
wvale secrefary. a message of comdolence
at the death of the chief c¢haplain, and
eminent eecclestastic.

Cardinal Moran was o eandidate for
the Awatralism National Convention
elected to draft the Commonwealth con-
stitulion in 1897. and polled 43,132
votes, which were insufficient fo pgive
him a seat in the Convention. He accom-
plished great work in the religions,
social, ard political life of Australasia
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THREE LAMPH, TONXONBY.
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Io nn atmosphere of perfect oider and e
finement, with cvery detall nz it should
e, you wilt find & deepsr enjoyment thya
Fou deewed possiide,
GEISHA CARNIVAL SHORTLY,

E. C. McEWAN, Manager,
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Competltiona for Valuable Prises
LOEBTER MARCH,

There !s oeliber overcrowdiog nor nolal-
scen at the Huynl, where spaclous foorage
sud the hest acressocles gre in evidencs.

Belect. Eujoyable, EHralthy,

of the pleasurcs of roltez

for mors than & quarier of a century,
He deliberately chose for himself al}
those spheres of action. In claiming to
be an “Anstralian among -Ausiraliana,®
he once said: “Outside the pale of re.
higion I know of ne avbject relating to
our wocial and our mational welfare
in which it is not within my power
to work with the same energy and the
same devotion of heart and feeling n:y
‘any other man in Australia.” 1t i3
claimed that “he’ lifted the cawse of
Federation 1o & higher plane, he took .
conspicuons part in  the Siate com-
memorations of 1888, and im the celobra.
tions connected with the establishment
of the Australian Commonwealtk, an|
made noble and  Dighly appreciated
efforis as peacemaker during the great
maritime sirike.” While in Rome he
made an exhanative study of tie archives
of the early Irish and RBritiah Churches,
from which, and other studies, over
twenty learned vohumes have proeeedsd,
He wns one of the world's authoritics
on antiguarian reséarch. His works in-
clude: Fasays on the Origin of ths
Irish Chureh,” “History of the Cathelis
Archbishops  of Dwblin,” “Historical
Sketch of the Persecutions under Crom-
well anu the Puritana,” and “Irish
fSainta in (reat Britain,” while his work
on “The History of the Roman Catholic
‘Chureh in Australia” ia a monumental
compilation.

Terhaps hig greateat work in Australia
was St. Patrick’s Ecclesiaatical College,
which he founded and endowed very
largety from his own private funds. Ower
£100,000 was spent on this inatitution,
of which the bulk eame from its founi-
er's own purse. He founded no less tiun
27 other inatitutions connected with the
Roman Catholic Church, and his influence
was such that appeals he made for ther
establishment and support were very
liberaliy reaponded +e. He vrewcently
‘raised £50,000 of the £190,000 required
to complete &t Mary's Cathedral, on
which 2 sum of £100,000 had alrewly
been spent during hia eontrol of the
‘archdiocese. Fearlead of eriticism. anl
a very warm advocate of the interr<is
of hia eommouity, Cardinal Moran fre-
queatly raised storms of . controversy
in Sydney, and he was nhever happior
‘than when championing the ecauae of
Catholiciam, and his literary abilities,
combined with this great scholar-hip,
made him u very formidable antagonist,
He hit straight from the shoulder, anl
had all the Irishmaw's love of a good,
keen fight, but his fiercest argumenta
were finged with dignity. kindliness, and
the saving grace of humour, so that he
never lefl. 2 wound which rankled. Ilia

leadership wil be greatly missed by his
Church. '

Dr. Relly, Coadjutor Avchbishop, i3
ceixty-two years of age, and was copse

Ar

craled in 1801 in the Church of
Joachim. Rome,as Archbishop of Ac
and coadjutor in the right of success!
to Cardinal Moran.

THE A. AND P. CONFERENCE
A picture appears in our illn~lraiien
pages shiowing the Jelegates who atlind-
‘ed the recent A, and P. Asseciat
Conference in Wellington., The per-
.nel of the group is na follows: —
Front row, from teft to right:—R T
D, McLean (Huwke's Bay), E. Camphell
{Wanganui), Hon, T. McKenzie {(Minis
“ier for Agriculture), His Excellenry the
trovernor. D. D. McFarlane {1lefiinf
Preaident), A. 8. Orbel (Otagoi, F
dent, J. (i, Wilson (Bulls), 0. B P
-berten (Canterbury), Prof. R, E. Al
ander {Lincoln (ollege). Second r7w:
-N. Win {Nelson), J. Ureas (Oxferd-. F.
Moere (Wanganuid, A. Ubnway (M b
watw)., J. Cunmingham (Ellesmere:. 1

-

Biringfeltow  (Ashburton), A !I.\_~ L
{Egmont), H. Okey, M.P. (IR
Bnki, E.: W. Reid (Canter’: .
_H. Overton {Southiand), D. M-l

{Southland), Prof. Hilgendorf (Lin nle

Colteged, W, . Buchanma 3.7 '(\‘-- H:_'
rapa}, Third row:—B. Seth-Smith (N
- Otlago), 1. Mdiregor, jun. \L!nstl‘f"'!flli
W. Well (Uxford), R I Mo

- ;. L ter ‘_\Lnn-
{Hawke's Ray}, 8. R Inm{};mkl:md{-

watu), kK L. ORerke

Fourth yow:—H. V. Fulton {Otagen |

-B. Pops (Secretary of Agric-ulhlr--l.”h

M. Bruee (Kaikora), J. L. Bruve (1 o

were), J. Lotkhead (Ellaunered, l’i‘l’

can F. Hall {seeretary), D. CotW
J, Riule

tLirector of Dairy Division),
(Timary), L Elwertly [Timsru}




