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rr!ection of the dramatist’s eonstructive
skill. Aristotle selected it as the mosat
pfrlm-t. of Greek trugedies, and the lan-
guage he uses on the gubject suggests
that thie was & recognised opinion in
Greeve. The hero is one of those char-
uctera deat to tragedy, because his many
noble characteristicsa are muarred by cer:
tuin obvious defects of impulsiveness,
suger, and so forth; and because, in spite
of his failitgs, he remains throughout a
prraonage appealing to owr sympathies,
iklipns  had done great things  for
Thebes at 2 tinie when it was under the
eruel domination of the &phinx, whose
tildles no men could guesa. Arriving aa
a voung man. & stranger from Corinth,
after the death of King Laius, lie ratis-
factorily solved the Splinx's problem,
and wis naturally elected as sovereign,
with the privilege accorded to him of
marrying the widoewed Queen Jocasta,

Fate's Ordinance.

A dark fate, however, overhung
Thebes, dependent on some gloomy and
terrible prophecies, uttered in Apollo’s
shrine at Delphi. It was said of Laius,
the original king, that he should be
murilered hy his own sow, and that that
son should  further be guilty of the
terrible erime of marrying his mother.
Tn order to avoid a destiny like this,
the infant son of Laius and Jocasta was
sttt out in the care of a shepherd. with
Liv feet cruelly mangled by iron hare,
ta be exposed on the heighis of Mount
Citheran.  The pity of the shepherd
paved the hapless infant, for, instead of
atiowing him to die, he gave him into
the hand9 of a Corinthian shepherd, who
{ook bBim o his own city, where, in due
process of tinie, he Leeame the adopted
son of Polybus and Merope, King and
Quesn of Corinth, Of couse, the boy in
question was a0 ther than (Edipus him-
#lf. who, on hraring, on one occasion,
doubis cast on his patermity, went off in
Ligh dudigenn to ennsuly the shrine of
Apelly in order to discover what his
arizin really was, He got no satisfae-
tny answer from the oracle, and his
fuilure only stirred him to still preater
nratin. As ill-luck would have it, he met
ai the road a chariot containing King
Laius and a herald. A violent alterea-
tion censued, and Edipus accomplished
the fivst part of the oracle in slaying his
father.  The second part of the oracle
was alo speedily fulfilled, for, as we
Lave seen, {Edipus went to Thebes, saved
the ¢ily _from the exactions of the
Lphinx, became King of the Thebes, and
warried his own maother, Jocasta. The
vhole import of the iragedy- is that
alipus was an absolutely innocent and
mwitting sinner, He had no reason for
kngwing that the old man in a chariot
whem he slew vas his father, Laius, for
w true story of his birth had ever
<hed his ears, nor yet could he know
the gueen he was invited to marry
in Thebes was his mother, - B

The Final Tragedy. ~ .
When the lay of “Ocdipus the King”
¢ins, we #ea the wonarch appavently
renrely entheoned at the hiphest pin-
nacly of his power and preatness. But
tate are signs of trouble ahead. Thtre
i+ pestilence in the eity; the flocks “are
3 the crops wither in the groumd.
% sepms to be under e =pell of
snlin curse from Meaven. And when the
alcle iv consulted, the dread message
is roceived that Thebes is harbouring a
Pianicile, and that unless she expels the
_;.‘nill.\' man no further prosperity is
i styre fyr her, Then, step by step,
e e the predestined doom, cloring i
Mpuwing  circles round the uehappy
Bera, Every step he takes brings wmore
bk upnn himeelf the fate origineliy
- by Heaven, Tirvesias, without
station, points to the king as the
failiy man,  But Oedipua, in ornder to
be Letter informed, sends for the Theban
Hirphend, It was his own idea that
Lt vav reufly a son of Polybua. the King
ol Cerinth; but Lie is apeedily disillusion’
“l v lew o messenger from’ Corinth in-
fovu.s him that e was merely an adopt-
#d ~en. Then entern the Theban shep.
'h"“_l who had eareied the babe out to
Vie ieights of Cithaersn, And 8o, elowly,
e by one, the proofs accumulate, until
" lise the whole hidrousness of the
Position In revenled. Qedipus in the man
Meureed by Heaven, who, through ne
Ruilc of his own, except possibly through
& teilain rash fmpulsivenesa of nature,
killl his own_father and married his
:Wn mother, Jocamin, on learning the
Y\It|l: commita suicide. COedipus, sternly
Whinitting hlmeel! ta the decrees of
ale, tearn out his eyed with hin own
’:"“h and confronts hin people, walting
b h"hlnevitnble decree of hanirhment
° to drive him frem the Ftate.

Such is the grim tragedy which the
geniug of Bophucies han presented to uva
in, perhups, hiv greateat play. lbe makes
no comment on the story he has {o tell;
and, indeed, the story was one of the
ancient myths end legends. He ia strictly
impersonal, bath as to the events and the
characters of hia drama, At most he
seemn  to tell ua that men could wet in
the mythological and classic age escape
the lot ordained for them by a Heaven
whase Jecrees were po cloaked In mystery
that they seem arbitraty and anjust.
Agschylus, an older dramatist, did his
hest to conwole mankind by vindicating
the ennctments of Heaven on moral and
religious grounds. Bophovles is no moral-
ist; he s pure artist, and nothing else,
He draws with firm, dramatic touchea
his characters, 1le reveals the cloud
of Fate under which they have to pass
their lives. He shows us their miserable
end. But this very impartiality and
alooiness make his work all the more
impressive. It stands before us like a
pertect statue of Phidias, beyond ail
example, clear, pure, and relined,
Rubtlety of eomposition. purity of line,
delicacy of modelling—theze sre the
characteriztien of hisn wourk, And sc this
fragedy remains unique in character,
oaly to ‘be equatlel by masterpieces
auch  as  “"Macheth” “Othelin,”  and
“Lear,” ceming from the hand of Shakes-
peare Limeself.

Sousa in New Zealand.

After Sousa comes the band. That ia
typically Amserican, although the exeel-
lence and fame of the organisation is
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SATIRE 1IN THE
due entirely to the combination of budh.
1t is unfortuvate that the famons band
comes to New Zeuluald at a fime when
s0 much is duing and there are =0 many
things claweuring for support from the
pockets of the public. The oppertunity
i3 really exceptional, and the public da
nat geem to have gra-ped the fact. Sousa
has made a speciality of marches and
superhbciad American =ketches, it is true,
eainut hide the fact he and
the band ave a splendid body of musi-
cluns in every way. finer in fact than
the mmch  vaunted “iderses”  Their
progrummies are particularly strong in
Wagner numbers, and otber truly musi-
cal works. The opening in Auckland
to-night (Wedneaday) at the Opera
House will see the performance of the
famous overture to “Tannhauser™ and 1he
still more fumous “Ride of the Val-
kyriex,”  Tncluded in the season™s pro-
gramnes also will be fuch things na the
gorgeous introduction to Act ITI of
“Luyhengrin™—a reigning masierpiece in
the concert halls of Britain to-day. and
the wonderful funeral march and death
acene from “"The Dusk of the Gods"—the
last of the four grand operan which eom-
pore the famous cxele known as “The
Ring.”  Other Wagnerian mumbers on
the progranunes are prominent, but in
addition  the band.  with  all  its
superb aecompaniment  of  veed instru-
ments, playe such masterpieces as Mum-
perdinck’e prelude to the opera “Hansel
and Grelel,” the oyervture to “Oberon™
{Weber), tibelius  Tone Toem, "Fin-
landin,” familiar to the members of the
Auckland Orchestral Bociety; overture
ta “Poet and Pearant” (Suppe): Taclal-
koweky'n  famous overture “Rolenclle
1812;7 “Invitation -w La Valee™ (Weber);
Fdward German'a “Welsh” Rhapaoidy;
and the lavely prelede by Rachmaninoff
entitled “The Bells of Moscow.” It will
he seen that allogether apart from the
exceplional fpterest the vinitors hold ftor
local bandamen, Sousa and his men have

HOME—THE

programmes of extraordinary value to
nusical people.  Through them, though
the public do ot seem to bLuve Teadised
yet, they have -a aplendid epportunity
of hearing an advquate interpretation of
what are the fine things so often spoken
of, amd se little played in this country.
The Wugner selectigus aré very compre-
hensive, and it will be o loas to the
music lovers of this country if thegy are
allowed to pass unlieard.

After * The Arcadians.”

“The Arcadians” hus been having »
“boom” in Aucklmif, as  was te be
expected from the execlient impression
the piece produced on the first night af
praduction,  On Monday next “The Belle
of Brittary” ia to be put on to conelude
the last  six  mighis of the season.
MMaliert, of the Lyttelton “Times” whn
in n well tricld and sincere critie, writea

programme  very judiciousiy
neglects to take the responsibility of
classifying “The Delle of Brittany,’ {he
second  production of the (larke and
Meynell  opera  sepson. amd it ia teft
for a diserimionting avdience o decide
for itself whether it is comiv apera, musi-
cal comedy, pantomime or vaudeville.
It is mone of them and all of them,
for it is a de'ivions mixture of a frankly
irvesponsible nature. of almast  evers.
thing that has been dome along these

Jines. Tt would prohably have Theen
mere  sehtle il it hern christened
‘Peminizecnees”  for  there  were con-
tinial  wupgmeationa of ol favowrites

right through the two acts, maore in the

TRAGIC SONG,

action than in.the musie.” But there 1
no  Cthrowing of bhricks' s in this recog-

nition of ohl friewds, for the play is

defightiufly fresh and delightfully spark-
ling, - 3¢ rivts through a chans of in-
coupruities with a sertousuess that s
bupertinent enough (o snggest that they
are posibilitics,  Peopie appacently eome
inte the most aristoeratic hewses  in
Thittany and dance Spanish dances, kick
hats, throw ~somersaults, and say “damn”
as part of the ordinary provednre at a

gen‘pul AT home)? Tginee they o
therm =omething more than weil, they

are hereby forgiven. The alleged play
has naot even the wkeleton of a plet
ont-ide its title, Tt js al abont a girl
wlho did net wanf to marry a mam,
and so far it iy buman.  After that
foiks play st being nive, amd there is
a lost murigage, amd whecls go round,
and people sing songa ubout the king-
dom of woman's heart and the long night
wears on to am accompaniment of a
musicn] frivolity thot is always bright
and cheery. The features of the yplay
are its prelty music and ita graceful
and clever daneing.  The ¢hornsea  are
delightfully  harmonised, sand there are
gnite & mwnber of ‘star’ solos of an
exceptionally happy character.”

“The Gay Gordons.”

The next company to visit New Zea.
Tand umder the Clarke and  Meynell
management will he “The Gay Gordoas™”
who open in Wellington on September
15th, subsequently visiting Chrigtehureh,
Dunedin, Tuvereargill, Oamuru, Palmer-
atan Norlh, Wanganni, nnd Auckland.
The firm™s “Womnn in the Cnee™ com-
pany, whirh will open its Xew Zealand
tour early in October fan heen highly
auccesaful in Australla.  The pirce I
now being ataged in the principnl cen-
iren In the Weat, where crowded and
enthusiastic audiences are being met
with,

Btray Notea,

The principals of the Clarke snd Mey-
nell ngw light. opers compuny, which nre
to~appear in “The vhecolute Soldier,”
have urrived in Stelbourne from London

Mume. Clura Buett and Mr Kennerley
Runiford commence Lheir Routh  Aftican
tour in Reptember. They alse eontem-
plate o visit to Aweriva. aud aiter that
will pay a second wisit to Australiu

Alter much delay and disappointment,
Mascagni's latest opera. “lsnbean,” was
produced under the eonposer’s dinclion
al Buenos Ayres recently.

Performances of Rir Edward Elgar's
new Rymphony in E flat are to be given
in Berlin and llamburg under the dirce-
tion of Herr Nikisch, The work s also
to be produced at Vienna and Muonich,

A Cerman paper has recently givem
particulars concerning 4 new work on
which v, Richard Strauss is at present
cagaged, It is n “Nature Symgheny,”
and il is to be in two movements. . The
first deseribes a lonely wanderer whe
with dillienlty gains the summit of somé
lofty peak, and there Nalure appears
in him zlone worthy of adoration. In
the weeond he i descending Lo earih,
and there is a struggle going on in lis
mirl against unbelief, but the Kymphony
ends with a stately hymn, so that faith
seems to have conquered.

Mr Bl ¢ (olles has heen appointed
musical eritic of the London “Times,”
in suecession to Mr J. A, Fuller Mait-
Tant, Tately resigned.

HIS MAJESTY'S

"THEATRE
Direction CLARKE AND MEYNELIA
Notwithstanding the sheeess - In tact,
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CLARKE AND MEYNELL'S
ENGLISH COMIC OPERA CO,

THE  ARCADIANS.

The Munagewent feel enmpelled to keep
faith  with  their  publie, aml  aunounce
TIE NIGHTR

LANT

MONDAY NEXT AUGUST 28,
AND FOIE THE LAST #I1X NLGUTS OF

FUE HEABON (prier 0o the Cuwmpsny's
Bweparture for Epglunds,
ANGTLHIER GRITAT COMLC OPERA
BUUUCESS,

THE BELLE OF BRITTANY,
THE BELLE OF ERITTANY,
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Eariy Matluee, TAMILTON, WEDNES-
DAY, Zivd,

GRANT ¢ ITANLON, Runinrke Manager,

SCOTT COLYILLE, Nepresentative,

U 'you want to_learn to PLAY
the PIANG
USE

Wickins'

Piano Tutor

English and Foreign
Fingering
Pavt o, of AR ke
Boliers




