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WELLINUTON, July 20,
Theso Winter Dayn.

NE of thuse huwling southerlies
thot  periodically muke  thingd
lively fur us down bere swept
over  Cock  Strait  this  week.

T.esi week's weather was perfect—clear

wud endmn and bright—one of the periuds

uf baleyun weather thal are ioore fre-
quent in tlhis Windy City than most New
feadunders think, The clarity of the at-
woepbere was delightful. But it was
the culm before o stornn, My Dates, the

Ntute weatlnr prophet, had patiently pre-

dicted o “southerly buster™” all that week

af enlm, and ws the week ended up the
lster eame, and ripped amwd howled and

Jawle things unplewsunt for fowr or five
days en oend. One pitied the eoasting
gpalinrs ont in Cook Strait those stormy
nights, aml yesterday came in Hue sgaiu,
ths calm after fhe slorm, a cheerful
‘tween-gnle interhude of sunshine and
quiet waters,

It is on sueh o day as yesterday was,
and that to-day, That one really appre-
ciates the beanly of Wellington City and
ils  sureoundings. Everything  seems
cloanawnshed and refreshed by radn, and
the brave cold wind,  The warm sum-
wer time has ity churm here, but I think
1 like the Whanganuoi a-Tara best on
elear vrisp daya of mid-winter,  {fener-
ally there is sutlivient tang of eold in
the air to make an overeoat desirable if
yon are mneh ont-ob-doora, aml yester-
day the aun glinted on fresh falien enow
eu  the upper parts  of the Tararua
Ranges, but  clomds hid maost of the
meunntains and sagged low on the rough
aud ernmpled Orongoengo Ranges, on
tle opposite side of the harbour to Wel
Yaptun Citv.  The harbour lay bright
ol peaceful. untronbled  but  for a
gentle, even pulsing, zestful in ita soft
amd regnlar breathing as it lapped the
Black feet of the tarry teen Viewed from
Welburne Hill it was o picture o fas-
cinate, as the afternoon deepened—the
prev aml smoky town below, the suftly
prple awists just siealing out of the val-
Jops amd wrapping tlhe bigh range of

&)

Otara tthat overtops Ti ori) amd the
FlagstatT Hill andi the heights above
Tay'= Buy i a dreamy manthe. A Lust-

ling day on the water-front till the five
o'clock whistles go; Loadon liners load-
ing and dircharping, and a half duzen or
ey gf Lig “red furmel” ateawmers rattling
carga in and out.  Fqualling them in
energy, if not in impartance, are a seore
of little coasting steamers, the sharp-
nozed wave-punchers with smoke-grimed
mailn that battle out through the stormy
Firaif to the East and West Coasts agd
Nelson and the Marlberough Sounds. A
schooner ot ketel or iwo at the breast-
work, eails loosed to dry after a fight
with the gales. A big Itallan bargue
at enclor down the harbour, storm-
torser] fav ont of her courre; she left
Ptnedin for Eyiteiton the other day, but
the iud of tiales hawdled her unmerci-

fu Sspuare rigrmb o wind-jammers  for
Ta aten to play up with are none
too plentiful nowadays, and when he

catehes them he seems to give them an
extra rouph “man-handling™—and blew
lier chan past her port of deatination
and up inta thiy funnel-mouthed port of
oure. A leeply  laden coal  eteamer
churnz clowly into her berth, Seagulls
awpup duwn iter their brewd upon the
waters. LMD the tar horn of Oriental Bay
& white rchoaner lies searcely moving,
waiting  fur the  ebb tide ts help her
Brrait-wards. The G of afternaon into
the to-shiovt twilight is a picture of soft
colons al werenity. and the harbour i3
B purpleprey drepms, Hul to the workers
ef the waterivont amd the other toilers
of the vity bustling homewareds i ia so
famriliar & cerne that ity beauties don't
call for miuch notice or remark. Trams
prd Lo are muelh mare buportant theee
short winder daya,

Politica.

Parttament opencd on Thur«lay alters
wwn with little fu--' The death of Mr,
T. k. Taylor. ans of the most prominent
members of the lepislature, rw Tespon-
pibbe for un adjonrmoent from yeterday
afternoon wntil Fueslay west,  Fram all
qinirters e mre expressione of Jdeep
rwret at Mro Taylor's unexpected end,
A gt honest man gone,” I8 the uni-

versal verdict. Even “Tommy's” ald-
time political encmies—and he had a
guod muany—agree that he ulwayas fought
fair and waa staunch to his eonvictions,
He wag & power in the House, and quite
its best spraker. Mo was iucivive and
not redundant; everything he said had a
“bite” to it, and everyone listemed to
what he had te euy, Mis Jusw wild be
felt for a long time tu cowe.

The sessional fight promives to start
off briskly next Tusdny, when the Oppo-
wition will take the wsuak advantage of
the Address-in-Reply debate to  heckle
the Goverwment for ite manifold sing and
tramsgressions.  Nothing will be forgot-
ten, not even those Coronation mvita-
tions that didu't come unlil teo late.
The Muksn lund transactions will be an-
uther text for Mr. Massey's sharp stac-
cule serizons.  Sir Joseph Wards accept.
ance of u burunetcy will be worried for
all it is worth, with a view to the coming
vicetions, of course, - _

The session will no doubt last until
wrll into November. Long before that
time members will be pining for their
loving constituencies again.  The gencral
clections are expeeted te tuke plave abont
a week or ten days before Christmas

The question vl the mnew electoral
boundaries has been a matter foe anx-
jety with some of the Southern mewmbers,
why were fearful of lesiog their consti-
{ueneies as a result of the readjustment
of districts, recdered necessary by the
consig returny.  The Noutherners are
lhappy again. 1t was expected that Otago
would lose a seat, or, perhaps, two, amd
the Hon, T. Mackenzie was pupularly re-
ported to be easting around fur-a eom-
furtable North ILsland seal, Hawever,
it is now veported that the North Talaund
will only gain one seat, instead of two,
or even three, sy was at gne time ex-
peeted. The new seat, it is eaid, will be
in the neighbourhood of Aucklanmd; there
is every possibility that it wilt inelude
a large portion of the Tamaki plain—
ihe district betwesn the Waitemta aod
Alunukau Harbours — where population
Tas inerensed so rapidly within the last
fen years.  Nuthing definite, however,
will Le known nntif the report of the
Representation Commissionsrs i publisl-
ed.

AMr. Newman, Opposition member, rep-
resenting Manawatu, i3 guing to make
what eapital he can out of Sir Joseph
Ward's baronetey. He has given nuotice

to introduce a measure entitled. “The
Hereditary Titles Preventioa Bill.”
Ruderlch MeKenrie and the Hob-

natled Haots

The talk of the town iu the early part
of this week was the extraordinary ehar-
acter of the interview between the Hon.
Roderick McKensie. Minisier for Public
Works, and the deputation of municipal
anthoritlen that waited on him in refer-
ence to the mew tramway regulaticne.
The Minister bad discoverad the famouw
“hob-nailed boots” worn lomg ago by
that tiery little leader, Sir Harry Atkin-
son, amd had laced them oo, and with
them” kicked the drputation unmerei-
fully. Tt wa9 evident that he was “lay-
ing for” his interviewers; the unsparing
vidieule which his  vegulations ‘Thad
evoked wan too wuvch for his Caledenian
Mood.  Fortunately for the Minister,
the deputation was mild nannered and
meek in the extreme. Nuo soemer hud
that inoffvusive geotleman, Councillor
fmith, the Arcting Mayor of Wellington,
opened his mouth, as the chief spokes-
man of the deputation, tham then Hom.

Roderick  told him that the prema-
ture  publication of the tramway
regulations  was a  criwme of which

no  honourable man would have beem
puilty; amd when the astonishel coun-
citlor attempted {0 protest, the trueu-
lent Minister threatened to turn him
out of the Toom. Later, Mr. Flet-
cher, the Chairwman of the Wellington
ilarbour Board, had sometling to sy,
and he, tvo, was weverely jumped upan
by the Miulster, who mentioned, amougnt
other tiings, that in his opinion the
Wellington tranms were about the worat-
manage! trama in the world. The as-
tonixhing thimg iv that Ur. Bmith and
the whole deputation—with the singla
exception of Cr, Fleteher—tunk  their
treatment ying down, so to spenk. When
the Minirter Luilied the Acting-Mayer,
the leadder of the deputation, the only
course open ta men of any apirit was to

have walked out of the room with a few -~

parting wards to Mr. MoHensia to suib
the ecersion.  The EHlon. Roderick has
entned a reputation for rough-and-ready
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methoda; he prides himself on being o
“praclical man,” and “ealling & spade &
spade.”” Bulb the general opinion is that
he went just & trille tog fur this time.
No other Minister of the Crown wuuld
have w0 brow-beaten a deputation of

courteous-mannered  eitizens—enpecially
on the eve of the elections.
No  doubt  Mr, McKenzie telt

sora_over the publication of his dralt
regulations, in spite of the fact that
they were merked “confidentinl’” But
it ham been shown that the Wellington
City Council authorities endeavoured to
get the “confidential”’ embargo removed
by the Minister in order thut the re-
gulationy might be discussed. The Act-
ing-Mayor may have made o tmetical
bluuder, but he desired publicity, and
the Minister secrecy for Lthe drait re-
gulations, and secrecy on such mattera
i3 meldom in the publie interest. Thero
is ne deubt that our tramway system
could be improved, but this cannot be
done by hard and fast Government re-
gulations. The Iatest development is
that the City Council haw carried a
resolution charaeterising the Houn. Min-
ister's ireatment of the Acting-Mayor,
g “am unwarrautable and unjustifiable
insult to the deputation and ale to
the citizens of Wellington.” IL is a
pity that the Mayor, Mr. Tom Wilford,
wug incapacitnted at the tine through
illness. Hud the handling of the mat.
ter beem im his hands ali along this
unfortunate incidént would not have
vceurred.  The City Councit wounld have
come out of the business with more
dignity, and Mr. McKenzie would not
luve lost his tewper. Certainly it in’
hard to conceive Mr. Wilford deing
wuel an absurd thing as convening a
public meeing at the Town Huall, to pro-
test againil the regulationa. The meet-
ing, of course, had to be knocked on the
Liead, because the eommittee of experts
were dealing with the regulations; but
the very faet that it was called by
municipa) auothority was sufficiently
ridivatous. Mayor Wilfurd weuld hird-
ly bave been guilty of such a blunder.

The Mayor's Hcecalin.

Mfr. Wiltord took his seat again in the
House of Representatives on Thursday
allernvon, and received a very lienrty
welvome back. He resumed his Mayoral
duties yesterday. He las had s “rough
prusage” of it” in hiz severe illness; in
fact. it was very doubtful at cne liume
whether ho would recover. His epera-
tion for appendicitis was a very com-
plicated, ditheuit, and dapgeroue one. He
was eight weeks in a private hospifal;
another patient who went in with hin
on the same day for a similar eperation
walked home three wecks ape. The re-
naval of one's appendix is a very simple
matter in ihe majority of casea; buk
cne never knows. Anyhow, all Welling-
ton is glad to see Tom Wilford walking
about agein, though much pulled dawn,
and a1l hope that he will soon ke his old
self onee more. -

The Ballow at the Whaeel,

The litile earga craft that go plying
up sl down our oft-times atormy eosst
have & bad time when these audden Ant-
artic gales of oure sweeg Up UPCR US
Given plenty of sea-room, they are usu-
ally safe enongh, bui, even then the sea
must huve its toit, It snatched it the
other pight from & small sailing eraft,
the white kelch Lizzie Taylor, & regular
trader o Wellington frem the Sowth.

The uight emne in very dirty mnd
dabgerous; a southerly gale behind the
vegutl-—sha was bound from Timaru to
Welliugton with & lvad ¢f flour—a heavy
following sea, and heavy rain. The
pkipper went below for the “dog-watch™
tsix to eight pm.), and Karl Guataf
Brusila, A.B., took the wheel. Al of a
wuddén & tremendous sea buret into the
little cabin and half-drowned the eap-
tain. When he gol ou deck the man at
ibe wheel hud gone; ajao the wheel. The
wen had swept the sailorman away at his
post of duty. €Fone in an instant, in the
wreat tumult of the waters, No ene of
hix whipinates paw him go; in & little
lisoker like that the man at the wheel
i nften the sole hand on deck. Captain
Peterson didt what he could; ha threw an
flainated bruoy overboard, and alse the
mizzen pheet—a loug length ef rope. Buk
Brusils, A.B., waa already fathoms deep.
The crew had enough to do to get their
veanel on her course aaiely again, for her
steering gear wus ail mensed up. Tackles
were pub on the tiller, and the maiusail
wan set, with two reefs iu it {Ona
Waellington shipping reporier, with a-
blisaful ignorauce of nautical matters
wnually manifeated by local shipping
scriben, was permitted (o ray in his paper
that “the double-reefid main whieel” wan
wet—a Clongshors Chowler” that Auwck-
loud yscltsuwen will appreciate.) Under

sntall wail the ketch made the port of
Wellington safely, sfter an uncomsmanly,
atormy and tragie trip. It was shresst
of the suowy Kaikouras that the kig sea
swept the senman to hin death—a saifor's

end, auyhow, Une recalls & passege
from D. H. Rogera’ litila poem, “At
Ben™:—

"When the southern gale is blowing haad
The watch are all on the tepsaif yaré

“Aud when five come down where six
weut up,
There's one less fo sbare the bite and
sup, B
“Instead of ithe stone and earven werse,
This in his epitaph, curt and terse:

Y ‘Johm Smith, A B., Drowned in Jatitode .
33 .
A lieavy gale und 2 following sea.’s

A Magistrate's Comments.

“In my opininn this i8 a very scrious
offenee, and [ don't know whether it i3
nrot g erimimal affence,” said Mr. Q. O,
Kettle, in giving his decision in a case
at tha 5.3, Court, brought by the In-
speetor of Awards (Mr. Hood} against
Charles William “3uttle, Yeensed pegistry,
ellicekeeper ©f Queen-atreet, fo¥ over
charge in respeet of a young man named
Armstrong. o

‘e farts as given by the Imspector
were a3 follows: On arrival from tha
Old Country, Armsireng, a baker, ap-
plied o the defendant in order to get &
situation. Buttle asked for 5/ in ad-
vance, -which wna given, aud the man
was teld to return lzter in the day. He
di¢ ko, And was told he eould have a
gitoution at Qbakune, and 5/ moere waz
demanded and pawd. Armstrong took up
the job, bt stayed at it ouly a3 week,
On his retwn to Auckland ba went ig
the Inspector's office and <ompluined
about Buttle's charge. later a solicis
tor's letter was sent to the latter, who
immediztely refunded 5/6. B

AMr. Quinn, who appeared for Lhe de-
feudant, pleadeit that his client had to
o to considernble trovbhle in abtaining
the situation, and he thought he svas en-
titled to ehawge a little more than the -
Act allowed. R '

Mr. Kettle sail the law dil not pgive
him power, unfortunately, to cancel the
defendant's Yicense, or ke would Bot have
hesitated to do so.  An the law stoed the
license eould erly be epdorsed. Address.
ing the defendant the Magistrate said (o
severe tenes, “You eatorted from this’
young man doelle the amount yeu werd
entitled to seceive, and I am nob certain
whother tie criminal law ean reawch you.
In aldition fo endorsivg yeur Wcenss T
shall fmpose the full penalty of £5 wity
costi, :

To the Inspector: 1 think the facts
ol this ease wvhonld be reported to the
polieca. Tt is very seldom these charges
ean be brought before the Cenrk, and T
believe this is wot am isoleied ease hy
ang means. Thesa yowng people coming
inte the country and not knawing the
law are very eanily swindied. .

‘Mr. Quinn:; “In the ease of Mr. Buttle,
your Worship, I kunow of my ewn per-
songl experience ihat be bLas often gong
out of his way 10 get pecple jobs and has
uever reeeived & penny for doiog 8o

Mr. Kettle; "I am not takiag your
evidence, Mr. Quinn.”

The Mokan -;lﬂnir.

Parliament has been promised soma
intereating  disclesures  respecting tha
Mokaw affuir, so it han beem drecky nae
peried in OUpposition girgles. “The pomi
1iom is Just this,” remarked a well-knows
M.P., whose doties have givem himm &
close weqoainiance of the ease, “iha
Native Minister s declared to have
usurped his positien as a Cabinet Minins
ter in pot complying with the reguire
ments of the native lnnd lavws by hamd-
ing the property over to a syndicate,
What really happesed was. this: Bie
James Carroll only consenied to sign the
Order-ia-Couneil on the condition thak
the mativea wera safepuarded in every
way, and that the eompany would withs
in three years dispose of the whole pree
perty, under the Aet of 1900 with »-
apret to the limitation of area, ebe., or,
failing that, to hand ever the property to
the President of the Maori Land Board
to admtinister it .in terms of the Adt
The throwing epem of thin great arew
ol country,- which had been locked v@
from mettlemcnt for genrs, was, as &
matter of fact, a splendid piece of work,
and the Native Minister thereby da-
serves ¢ommendation. 1 think you wilk
poon fiud the whole afluir will meet the
same fule pa the lucklesa Hipa charges
o! laat ‘aession.” :
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