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A Boxing Boul with the Czar .

Willie Pantzer and his Imperial Pupil-Story of an
Extraordinary Encounter

b cuurse, I've bad » lot of queer
tunes, off and on,” mused Willie
Fanlrer, originator of the sensa-
tionsl act, in whivh, with his

trovige, he s mow appearing ia “Jack
urd the Heanstalk” ju Auvckland.  “A
person can't go resming up and down
the world, yenr in und yewr out, with-
out stramge experiences belalling him.
Bumping into & war or two or & re
voluticn mow and agein is to be ex-
- pected when you lay your eourse over
Kurope and the two Americas. But 1
count the queerest time of all was when
I taught Loxing te the preseat Czar”

I was in hir dressing-room st His
Majeaty's Theatre that FPanlzer thus
spoke.  He had just come ofl the atage,
and e roar of applaunsc his act pro-
voked was just dying down.

©“[{'s nol such & bud life eilther,” he
paid, ms he ptarted to double-hmnd &
Ruge rough Lowsl across his muscular
shoulders; “I'm Lhirty-one, and good for
a lot of years of stresuous life yet; and
I've beeu an ncrobat ever sincs I could
ramember.”

“Yeq; bhut what about
Nicholar the noble art?”

Y, you want lo hear abort tha
Czart Well, aa J aaid, it was queer,
A few years back T wan playing an £n-

teaching

gagemeut at the Aquarium, Rt Peters-

burg, when iy NADager told me one
might that an oficer from the Court
wanted Le see me. I paid all right, and
In & few minules he was back with a
gorgeously uniformed Ruasion. The
officer imigrmed -me thal the Crar ‘was
interested in my work. Jle didn't tell
‘ma why, but made no end of inguiries
sbout myself, le wanted to kmow 1f
1 waa any relation of the Pantrer _wha
tought Ewperor Alexander 1Y, weight-
lifting aud other nthletics. Now, that
was my father, and when I ‘maid 80 the
informution weened to please him. When
e finished cross-exaniining me, he went
vut and cross-examining my manager. He
eridenily wnuted to Le satisfied about
sae.  Incidentally, 1 might meution he
asked me my opininn mhout politics and
the canditiens of his counlry, and when

. I said [ kaew nothing abeut either and
was not interested in such affairs, he
grew quere cordial thon ever.

“He must have lakem Lack » good
repart, for a dey or lwo lier I woa
commandsl to go to the palace. Of
course, 1 owent but 1 bad 1e go to scheol
firal —that is, B Court ceremmouial officer
told me a ot of things 1 was and was
not to do: alwo, how 1 waea to dress.
T tind to get gold butlons sewed on my
dresa coat nrd make preparations. Then
I was met by andiher officer of the Czar
and diriven to the Palace. At the pate
I Lind Lo be identified by the first man—
the oue who wailed upon me imn my
dressing-reom. [ wna yhotographed and
renrched.  These preliminaries through,
T wny taken inln the presence of the
Czar. There he waa in one of the re-
coplion rooms, aud everyhody about him
wuf  in uniloriw. {1 had 4o advamce
dhrough them auwd speak bo him,  He
made it very easy,

= I'we ‘beard of you,' le said, ‘and I
would dike Lo are you perform, but” be
added, with n shrug of his showlders,
‘eireumithin nre ngaiuat e alteading
the Awlitoriom.’

“He apoke in Freach, bul it was a
Musrovite whrug of the shouldera, and

it cenveyed thal there were better jobs

guing thun that of Czar.
““l've arnt for you, he went on, ‘be-

cause 1 winh to wee your method of
exercise. T wn nol matisfed with my
syalem of phyveical trafning.”

“Woe went into another raom, {he

officera fallowing. Tt aeemed that they
were there to keep an eye on e, The
Czar then n<ked me to go throngh smoe
.ol the feuts T performed on the wlage.
Bao I atripped ta the ailk tichia ¥ had
pul on B eath, my drean clolhing
and atood tefure him,  §Te felt my naun-
elea Ant Anhl:
T woulid ke to he am strong an

- that'

“I ‘tirmel romersintts for him and #id
as mach of my nrerformance AR was
practicalls withont parachernnlia.  Ha
wan niewt interected, and Inughed and
talked to hla offiwrs whont me as if

there wasn't a niliksf in his kinpdom.

¥ ‘What exercieca should L take? he
asked after g time.

“I looked st him and asid Le should
box.

““am yom box? he waked.

"I showed him my canlittowor ear, and
explained that it was a rouvenir of the
game. Ile examired it with great curi-

onity, mnd said he had mo desire to wear

such an adornment.

“‘Auy 1 have ofien wished
boxing,’ he Baid; ‘it is an American sport,
Are you American?

*T told him ¥ wasa naturalised citizen,
coming frem aan English mother and &
That alse woen his in-

. German father.
terest,

“lt was arranged that I should give

him boxing lessons.

softest  eidedown—weTe. made.
were designed 30 that he could deliver m

ood blow, med mine so that if 1 Qid
it him—wrell, there would be no cauli-

Hower enr!

u[ wns msked what the (zar shomld
woazr, and when I swid & gyronwaium
suit wonld Se best —sweater and knivkers

-—the Court oflicers wore horrified. They
prooounced it oul of

out in n eostume of &ilk, cut loose, s0
as to give hin freedom of morement,
withnul making him dook like & pug.

ment were compleie, it was  arranged
- that I should apain niiend tbe Palace,

where A Toom had been dtted up, all .
sarta of provizioa lwdng made for soft .

falling,

“‘You must.nob hit the Czar” T way
cautioned, ‘Show kim everytling, but
don't hit him."

“Suppose I should becnme a litils
excited some time aud send ome in?' [
acked.

“¥ou must not,” was the direction,
wlhich, of course, made it very diffienlt
for me.

“Ie waa pleazed as a oy when we
finally pot the glovea om, and T began to
teach him how to dodge A fwing. As [
had instructions not to kit #iim, this he
found easy. The fun began when I asked
him to hit me. e wau timid about it,
end didn’t try very hard at Bret, but ax
I side-stepped, <hwked, amd parried—nat
the same time encouragimg him—he
wnrimed up.  \When, however ke fomul
Le could not toueh me, he grew amazed,
how it was he

nnd  wanted to know
enulde’t get one home en me.  Ro 1,
showed him, nnl even hefure the lesson

was over he had egrasped some of the
principles of the acience, i
“Lessona went on " for three woeks, T
taught him bow to hil in & way to over-
come & party, ard finully he caught me
a goond blow in the stomacli., T made a
fake ful), aud in a momeni be wan apolo-
gising. I laughed and showed bLim my
stomich museles, and asked him to bit
me af liard ae e pould., At first he did
not like the idea, hut Snatly he went at
me, onty to find he hurt hia arm with
the jot more Lhan ke bart me. That

aetamished hiny, for 1 don't euppoie da

ever kit m maw in his life—at deast, Rot
in thet part of his apatemy~~J oouldn’t
refist showing him & little trick.

51 wour Majesly will permit me, I'11
show you something,' I maid. -

“I tock off my glove and doubled n
my fisd, and advanoed it toward his
aolar plexus. Half-u-dozen pfficers rusised
forward in am instant.

“voceed,’ commanded the Czar, wha
wns mte

“] gava him just = twist of the
knuckles in the anlar plexus, and hn
jumped brck in surprise. I doa’t sup-
{rase anvoue had ever dared to do such a
thing lo Lim efore.

“ ‘Whal would happen if you were to
alrike me thare® he inguired.

I didu’t toll all that wonld likely wo-
cur, but just remarked that e would be
kapcked out, usding {he English phrase.
dle sywaks perfect Engliah, by the way,

. "iir wonld nve ms ewplain the kmodi

oul, and I teld him how Corbedt bad
twan outed by Fitmsimmons by s solar
plazus blow, upon which Ls waaiad to

to lezrn

But we had to
wait. Ordinary bexing gleves would nnt
do, s the oficers of the Court informed
me. 8o, under my direction iwo pairs
of gloves—fine nilk, etuffed with the
Ylis

the gquesiion.
Fimally the Palace wordrobe fitted him
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hear of the olher prize fishts and had
me show him how the trick was dome—
oo one of hia officers. .

“He gradually got eome ring eraft,
throwing off timidity and coming in and
hitting good and hard. At times he got
wome in, One day when 1 was not look-
ing he made my mose bleed In an in-
wtant ha waa all mpologies, but when I
told him tlat was part of the gams ha
was delighted, -

Gyre Any T showed him an nppercut,
and after he had practised it on me for
& while, he suddenly turned round en e
of hin officers and knocked him ocut. I
eounted tem over him when he didn't
come to in the prescribed time; the Czar
wan tickled
tateh some of the etirers, Tt struck me
1 would be petting myself mapopular.

“T can whip you =ll mow,’ aaid the
Czar one day to his officers.

“At the end of three weeks T had to
leave Rt. Petershurg to po on tour. The
Czar did not want me to ge. You sew I
had changed him from the little father
inta the little pug. He said he would
make me an officer in ‘the household
troops, tf I would stay with him. He
lad an idea that it would be & good thing
if the officers of luis guard learnt hoxing,
and that the game should be intraduoced
amrng the men. .

“Buat when one hod wandersd uip and
dnwn the earth ail his years he could rot
settie down to a steady job. 1 knew St
Perersburg would prove deadly dull, even
if-you were a favourite round the Court.
And heaides, it wasn't the most pleasant
thing in the world to get up duy =zfter
day and have even the {Tzar pummel him
and not be able to swing a left into his
heard. And ] gever liked tbose pilk
gloves, anyway. When you pot a hit
frem them it felt like mother putting
wvinlet powder on you, they were so soft,
#o I refured to atay. The (‘zar gave ma
1,000 roudles and this diamond ring."

The acrobat showed a hupge diamond,

FWhen the detils of sluge mamage - which he says is almost too big to wear.

Butl seeing it was givem to hinl by the
Crar of all the Runsias, he has a betler
excuse for it adurming bis hand than
most people. '

“And what do you think of the Cear?’
he was anrked.

“T sauld not thiok him very stromg,”
said Mr. Pantzer. “Me is a bit jumpy
rnd nervous. But he would throw off bias
hrovding at times, and give me a good
rough up. I would net sxy he was lack-
ing in physicul eourage. He leads about
the most uncpmfortakie fife in the world,
1 should say — mot being ahle to trust
anyone sbout him. I guess 1°d rather be
an nerobat ™ .

' State-owned Newspapers.

Althongh Rtawe-owned new:papers in
native dialects such gr tle Government of
India lmve decided to keatie are & new
departure, tlhe King is neverificless a
pretty extensive mnewspaper proprietor.
His best jourmalistic proprriy is the
“London Gazette,” which is sold af a
shillimg and makes B steady profit of
L3000 q year. Many {jovernment de-

partments have thalr  organs 1o the

© Press, vhe Board of Trale imsuing two—

the "“Labonr Gazette,” which cames gut
mionth!y, and the weokly “Buard of Trade
Josgrual"  Fhis latter ean boast of a
wider range of correspondsuts than any
other journal im the worll Kvery oflioer

in the Hritish Conaular Serviee #8 bound |
by officiad regulations to Leep it supplied

with items of commervial intereat.

Ladies' Club Bar.

Bo‘ﬁton (Mass.) is thrilled with horror.
Tie {(hillon Club & highly exclmeive

- indies’ aocinl iustitution—has atprted a
- bar!

Une result in m aplit in
memmbesship.  Amother has been the pasa.
ing of a resolution by the Women's
Christian Temperance Union te Lhe effect
that “the drinking of bigh-balla by wo-
tuen ia & disgrace to the city™ DParents
are ‘Leing urged mobt te allow  their
daughters te join the club that han 2

bar; and the correspondent of the “Daily

Chronicle” findr all the evidences of =

. characteristically imgransionad American

erasade. On the whole, we are rather
disposed to side with the crussders.

TIVOLI THEATRE,
NEWTUN.
Dlrection of Frask Stewact.

ETEWARTE PICTURER AND
ORCHESTRA.

immensely, and tried to |

the |

HISE MAJESTYS
THEATRE )

Letes .., "~ Baftey.
Direction .. J. C. WILLIAMBSON, L'N0,

PANTOMIME OF 1911
C'THE BEBT EVER"y

JACK AND THE BEANSTALX.
JACK AND THE BEANSTALK.

The Fifth Consecotlve Annux]

* BIG XALEIDOSCOTIC EXTRAVAGANEA,
Upon which the entire forces of I C.
Wiitameon, Lid., were for eyer a year
csapentreted, iR due iz Auckinnd pa the

- eveoing of

TO-NIGHT {Wedmesday), JULY £6

And FOLIOWING NINE NIGHTS, and alin

MATINEKY RBRVERY WUDNERWDAY mad
. BATURDAY, .
MR. I C. WILLIAMSON

Wil preeent J. Jumea FHewnan's BrifHant
Yautomime Kitravagauza, in “I'wo  Avll,

JACHK AND THE BEANSTALR.
JACK AND THE BEANSTALK
AT 7.45 PACH FVEXING.

The whole workd has been drasn upon Tor
Artlyts fer thia Magnificent Trodoetion,
whh tlte resatt that iuthis Grest Atirasction
EVERY PRINCIFA]. 18 &

PERBONALITY. °

ALL THE FEATURLES AHE NOVEL

MIE FTAGING 18 LUXTLRIOUE,

THE BALLETS BEAUTIFUL

T11E SPECTACLE BEWILDERING,

THE SPECIALTIER ARTOUNDING

TIIH MUSIC RAPTUROUSLY TINH.

THE COSTUMING GORGEEQUS.

g ic a Senteace, | |
All previous bests have bheen erlipsed. The
zeuith of acklevement hau been veached, aud

- JAUK AND THE BEANSTALR.

Btanda uwodeniably confessed as abuaalatply

“THE BEST EVER™
“THE BEST EvVER™
“THE DLEST EVER:™

PRI'BS: D.C. and 0.3, 5/ Btalls, %/;
Gallers, 1/, Euarly Buora: Btwlls, 17, Gul-
. dery, &1 extra. .

TIAY SALES at MARTELLI'S,
WINDSOR ROLLER
RINK.

THREL LAMPE, PONIONBY.
¥OU HAVE HEARD
People Wpeak of the pleasurra of reller
sRatage Plubably? Why not discover thing

far yourself?  Yon will flad Lt just ns fas-
cinatiog as they de, If Feu go to the

WINDSOR ROLLER RINK

In An ntmesplhers of perfeet oider and re-

finerneut, with every detall as 1t shoutd

be, you will Aind a deeper enjoyment thao
you deemed poasibie,

GEISHA CARNIVAL SHORTLY.
E. C. McEWAN, Manager.

PRINCE'S RINK,

Divectlon, HaFward's Enterprises, ILtd.

NEW MAPLEWOOD FLOOR! |
There 8 na Questlen ' !

Thiz Floor is Buperlor to rny in0 Aucklund
Vide Expert Opiniou,
CHILDOEN'S SPECIAL ST ION EVERY

. BATURDAY MORNING,
BERSION
10 tn 12: T30 to 4.473.
Brniecial IPosiness Session:
Evenlng Sesslc 30 ta 0.
"NEW MAPLEWOGD FLOOR,

NIEW GRATES,

GEO. PELHAM, Meenpoe,

ROYAL ROLLER RINK

KEYLER 483

&

5ot 1.

Eesalons:
10 te 12, 220 Yo 5, 5 %0 T, T30 (o LD,

. POSTER AXD FANCY DRIESS CARNIVAL
TUESDAY, JULY 18

Compttitlons for ¥alualle Frises
POSTER MALRCH,

There is nelther overcrowding mor molsl.
ncms at the Ioyal, where spaclous Aomnge
and the Dest socessories Are in eviience.

Helect.

Enjoyuble. Healthy,

PLAY
PlAND

. W yeu want to learn to

- USE
ickins'

Piano Tutor

Tagliah and Foreign
e




