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Barnet Burns,

Trader. = - -

Strange Story of Old New Zealand—

A Pakeha-Maori’s Adventures -
Amongst the Cannibals.

(Specially written for the ‘" Weekly Graphic’ by james Cowan.)

FEW days nage T unearthed
in the Carter eollection
in  the Duowigion  Museam,
throngh  the  conrtesy  of
Ar. A, Iamilten, director, a  vare
litile pamphlet cantaining am - ac-

count of probally the most interesting
pakeha-Maori that ever lived in New
Zealand—not even exvepting the famons,
vr notorious, John Rutherford. It iy
a 26-page booklet, Downd up for some
inserutable reason with a number  of
articles on svientifie subjects . by Rir
Waller Buller.  This is how the title
page el the pamphlet reads:—
A brief narrative of ‘a Wew Fea-
Tand chiefl, being the renarkabie his-
- tory of Barnet Burns, an Yuglish
puilor, with 2 faithiful account of the
way in whicll e heeame a chief of
one of the tribes of New Zealand, to-
gether with a few remnarks on the
manners and customs of the people,

and other interesting mateer.  Writs
ten Ly himwelf.  Relfast: Trinted
Ly R oand I Read, Crown entry,
1834,

‘A qunint title, brimful of suggestions,
amd certainly enticing to a student of
early New Zealand histovy, T imagined
I had read peeity well everything in
pring bearing on the lives of the carly
pitkeha-Munoris, but here was one guite
new to e, 1 faney it will be to most
of wmy readers,  The story is a slringe
ane, bt it dw wdoubledly  guite
authentic—far more so. at any rate, than
the adventures of Rutherford-—and it is
Backed up by a conple of very curioud
womletet  ilustrations, e picturs,
the fraoulispicee, is o poritnit of Barnet
Burns, showing him to have bren won-
derfully closely (attoaed, frow e top of
Lia foreliead 1o his chin, as thickly wd
elaborately  tutiooed, in Tucl, as ever
any Muaori chief ever wase This head
would have heen o prize for any museun,
Heerly hair s worn very lone, falling
ot Lo his sharlder=. $he other prin-
vipal pletere is o Tull page biock at the
cwd of the book, <howins =1, Bins,
Now Zealanl chicl” de din whal age
appears (o be cither a kiwi-feather  or
Aog=kineoverml cleal, with a short
flux bt round his waist, Maori orun-
waentad langing from hiv nesk, and (he
tophpol of his lone bair dressed ap in
chiclftain-like fashion sod adorned with
threo Teathers, while the rest of iU Iows
Ao aver ty his heit
i= thrust a stme anere: in bis band by
Tadds o dong tongne-poiutal and  bee
Toathered iniala, Nat oonly ix T face
tatdomed, Bt there aee spivad iltoo-
tatterns on tlhe calves of his beps, Bound
T ankles e wenvs same peenliar arug-
wents dike o row of white klotes, after
o anerent Polviesinn fushion. All the
i vessaries of A New Zealand ohief” of
the cannibal erv are dhersz oo the
gromnl at bis feot deoa loman thich
Pane, on the other side liew a decapitntoed
Lo louwad Maori Tiend. There i= a Maork
whoee, toons wml in the Thockeround s o

his shouddors

weeeked und battered  ship with  tha
woves brenhing aver her.

'moihe prefice or “adidre-w ™ written
Yo sore loseowitaded sympathiser wiil

the pakehn-Maaris there accues (h's ex-
pravation of the publicat

“The revere landships and great eracl-
ties whi the sinhjoct of fhis ahunt Lis-

tory nny nt during Wis ten vears® de-
toutinn in New Zealand, [Boaros' own
n a sharter tevm]. the

ol

ge of hnbits, arassing away of life
and sither civcumntanees. which
been his misfarlune te bLe mubject to,
has a0 broken up his constilution anr to
vender him no longer an able seaman
or capable of esrning his livelihood by

hiks labour. e, therefore, by the ad-
vite of several persous who have inter-
ested themselves in his Lelialf, has pub-
lished this, his history, hoping that ths
Britislh public wiil holl out the hand
of humanity to-one of hér sony of the
ocean, and assist in alleviating the cares

and troubles whivh he miust endure for.

the vemainder of his existenes””

The tatteoed anthor alse explaing wh)} :

he ventured into. print, *Since 1 find it
impossible,” e writes, “to walk  the
klreets  without ‘exciting the curideity
of a1l Who see me, from my remarkable
appearance, and ot always having an
epportnnity of - satisfying them, I have
been advised By my Iriends to “piesent
the publie with a <hott acconnt of my
adventures  sinee I firsi lwFL England
until my retwen, from . New Zealand,
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the Tat(dogd;

on the New Zealand cosst  for nearly
eight months, during whivh time Buwvs
picked np the-Mueri language, ind was
nble to spenk it fairly Huently. Peeuliar-
1y, though, the word ‘Muaeri’ never oe-
curs anywhere in his narvative; he in-

variably speaks of the people as “New.

Zeatunders,” or “Natives.” He took a8
great fancy to New Zealand and deter-
wined to return from Sydney and set-
tle here. - -

Eventually, in February, 1320, Burns
was appointed 4 trading master for ‘a
Sydney merchant, L. Baron Montifore,
and under agreement -with that gemtle-
man proceeded to Mahia Peninsula, on
the East Ceoart of the North lsland, to
trade for flax and other New Zealand:
commaodities. (“Dried” are-not mentioned
i the agreement, a copy of which Burng
prints, but no donbt they cate in handy
#ll the same in those days). Burns'
wares were fixed at £4 per month, to-
gether with a commission of five per
vent. on all flax, to be valued at £12
per tom, Burns saildd from Sydney for
Mahin in the schooner Darling, which
eiller-at *Lorfier” (Kawhia is meant;
Brrns’ apelling of Maori names is er-
1 aad “Moecaw” {Mokau) to land a
g master at each place, thén ab
Witrineekia? and ot Xatry  Istand
{Mana), arriving at Jast at the Mabia
ufter a vovage of four months. At the
Mahin settlement the schooner landed
Rurna, with his trade goods, and pailed
for the hay of Islands, )

Trading at the Mahia. .

- :1E was a treing time for the young
trader, those that few alghts on shore.
There was not another white man within

RARNIET

which T hope will prove aevsponliee 1y

il who nry feel auxious to hear sane-
thing about New Zealul, as well as

tu these who may w to have an e
count of tie ciectimstanees which lod 1
iy wdoplion as a Uhivf by the nutives of
that remarkable LaTand,” E

*1 Leit Englaind,”” Baihed Buaras’ par-
ative opens, “in e year [H27, in the
Leig Wildw, with Captain Tate, loand
far Rio e Juneiro, tonching at 1he
Waeslern Ielands” At Rio, he explains,
all lnuuds were paid off, and he reached
Sydney, NXW,, in the barque Nimrod,
At Bydney he ppent two yeure in the
service of the Ilank of Ausiralia. e
then joined the Lrig Eliznheth, Cuptain
Browne, hound nn a trading voyage to
New Zvaland for flax, The brig waa

BURNS, THE TATGOED

EEYN

CHA-MAOQRI TRADER

# hondeed miles of hiew
mmongst thou=ands of cannibalb savagres,
Bowun a when fovorious intes-
(rila]l wars, made more san lfat.ul'_\' wiill
Ly the imirodiction of fircarms, were
wapdd almost contimually,  The Mantla
weleomed the white man ouly for the
goude he brought, and he was Jialle at
any fime (o be robbed aud kKiled and
eaten. Burns Tanded Lis trade in eanoes,
and placed it in a Maori whare, “Direct-
Iy T Euwded ™ he sayn, “the ehief whom .I
bt particnlaily selected to trade with
left me; wo I had the whole charge onm
my lands, I was obliged to earry my
musket and constantly sleep with it by
my #ide; in fact, I had to Keep watch
all the time. Then, for the first tima
since I took my fancy fo visit New Zea

He™ was alone

< niher,

S alont {went
T the dir

Jand, T felt frightened at my situationy
I knew I wus not sure of my life um
hour, . ST

“In " ihe course of a few duys my,
trading chief returhed with a large quan-
tity of fax. I traded with him by gies
ing him powder, muskets, shot, binnketa,
tobaees, ete, I stopped bere for nearly
eleven months before I received any newn
from my employer, when at last & vessel
arrived from Sydoey, sent down to ree ~
eeive the stock that I might have on
hand. At the time the ship avrived, it
wna a_ poor time for the trade in the
place, se they had orders to toke aw:ly|
the trade”

Burng’ troubles were mow beginning.
He gave np all the tlax and the balnnea
of the trude to the agent on the ship.
e natives grew troublesome when
they found the trade was to be removed,
Burns was under the proteetion of a
chief named “Awhawee”; he had mar.
vied the chief’s daunghter, who at thg -
time the ship arrived was abont £g have
a child. Ile decided to stay at thas
Alalia, and take trade in lien of the
money due 1o him.  “The vessel soow’
after sailed, and I waz left behind.
Worls canuot expréss in what etate my,
tealings were; suffice it to say it woulk
have been better if I had been dead.

“The ship, which contained nll my friends

il vountrymen, leaving me at one sidef
and on’ the other my wife, who wonld
noi quit her native comitry; and as she
was on the point of lying-in I evall not
bring myself to leave the country with
the whip” E

No the dJdown-hearied young trader
walvhel the sails of the ship that waa
Lis last link with civilisation fade out of
sight. He was now, it seemed. a pakehn
AMaori for good. Henreforth his kot was
cast in the smoky huats of the cannibals,

In a few days trouble came. He was
warned that spies had come jrom a tribe
who lived some distance away—Burns
ralls them the “Wattihakitties,” which
apparently means the people from tihe
Whatu-i-Apiti, in the Wairoa distriet—
with the object of ascertaininz whether
it would he pomsible to pinnder his es-
tablisiment. e told his chief, who
“hegan to cry.” lamenting that his tribes-
men were 50 far distant that It wonld ba
po use Rorns irying te defend bis pro-
perty. Me counselled flizht to Poverty
Bay, where #¢ and his white man would
be amongst friends.

In a Canoe to Poveriy Bay. .

S0 preparationa  were immediately
made for the removal to Turanganui, or
Poverty Bay. A large cwnoe was gov
reaily, and Burns loaded her with whag
trade gowls e had, and pui to sea, witly
hiv wife and fathey-in-law and six slaves,
The Mahia women, whose husbials were
alsent, stood on the Dbeach making
dolorous farewell; they wept and eak
their faces and bedies with sharp stoneg
cantil the bleod eame streaming fron
them, ik grieved them so wuch that we
shonld leave them for want of protes-
tion.”

Burns and his erew had a perilous voy-
age, A stronyg southerly wind sprang up,
and the sea Legan to run so-heavy that
they were foreed to mn for shelter for
Lhe pigit. Fhe next day they “steeved™
for a plave ealled “Wyshee™  (Waihi),
whith they vould not leave Lecause of
the heavy seas munning in. Tiey, theves
fore, tiompal to Peverty Bay on foet,
the Toeal vis, who were friendly amk
whir Hodml round them in huadreds,
caryivg Buens’ property. .

Al Poverty Bay Buvns was safe—fnr &
while. e made his home alovut iwelve
miles indaml, where he coul? enjoy the
proteciion of the sirong and pepulowdy
fortinied  villagew, “This part of New
Zealand,” he wrote, I think is the finest
and most beantiful of ail the i=lind—at
Teasi what 1 saw of it Here T femmd
pleniy of game, such ns diwks, pigeond,
and athey kimls of bivls: plenty of povk,
yotatoes, melons, and hudian corn, and
every kind of vegetable in almudance”

Burns on the Warpath.

Before muny weeks had passed war
hrohe ont belween Burns' tribe and an-
musterinzg nearly 51X hmudred
fighiing men, whose headiguarters wero
imEles away,  CTE was now
Ltime [ went to batile, it s ™
ing- my ehivls particalar wish jor me to.
acvompany him T needed Tt vory little

ressing 1o take this step, as T thonght
it wns better to 2o than atop behind
myrelf. 1 gave them all the muskeis 1
had, al=n all the powiler and shot. Ro
we wet out from here for a place called
Mnariaathe; T dare say nearly seven Inin-
drved of nn. We bad to mirike right
through the rountry about twenty miles
to where we heard the eneimy were. (On
the day we arrived we perceived a grval
deal of amoke arise in differebt plnees,
from which wa thought the enrmy were




